
J.CORE Executive member biographies 

Sarah Dolgoy, President 
Sarah was born and raised in Edmonton. She moved to Montreal to 
complete an undergraduate degree in political science and then 
back to the Prairies to Saskatoon to complete her law degree. She 
returned to Edmonton shortly after to complete her articles, got a 
job with the Government of Alberta, and has been practicing as a 
lawyer in Edmonton since 2009.  She was among the founders of 
J.CORE in 2013. As the president of J.CORE, Sarah is passionate 
about community engagement. She has observed the exponential 
growth of J.CORE over the last few years and looks forward to 
continuing to serve her community in a leadership role. In her spare 
time, she enjoys travel, barre class, and board games. 

 
Faren Hochman, Secretary  
Faren was born and raised in Winnipeg. She moved to Edmonton to 
pursue her Masters' degree at the University of Alberta and currently she 
works as a Registered Psychologist. Faren has been a member of the 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton board since 2015, and a member of the 
J.CORE committee since 2016. She is passionate about Holocaust 
education, community involvement, and tikkun olam.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Adam Zepp 
A home grown Edmontonian and a true Albertan (minus the 
cowboy boots), Adam grew up on the mean playgrounds of Talmud 
Torah school and Jewish summer camp. He has served on the 
J.CORE committee since it was founded 3 years ago. He is 
passionate about hockey and currently serves as the beloved 
Commissioner of the Jewish Hockey League. 
 
 
 
 
 
David Friedland 
David grew up in Edmonton and attended the University of Alberta 
to complete a Bachelor of Commerce in Human Resources and 



Marketing. As the most recent member of the J.CORE committee, David brings a wealth of 
marketing experience to the organization. He is excited to for the future of the Jewish 
Community in Edmonton and looks forward to planning awesome events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex Goldberg 
Alex was born on the Jersey Shore, and grew up in Toronto. After 
completing his Chemistry education in Ontario, California, and 
Israel, he found his way to Edmonton in the Summer of 2015 to 
begin his career as a Process Chemist in the pharmaceutical 
industry. He cares deeply about being engaged his local community 
and looks forward to contributing to programming for Edmonton’s 
Jewish community. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Josh Raizman 
Born in Red Deer, Josh grew in Winnipeg. He then spent 5 glorious 
years pursuing his PhD in Ottawa where he co-founded a successful 
grassroots Jewish organization called jnet, before traveling up HWY 
401 to Toronto for a few years. In 2015, Josh moved to Edmonton 
for a job with Alberta Health Services and feels fortunate to be back 
in his home province where his life began! Josh has served on the 
J.CORE committee since he moved to Edmonton. He is excited to be 
part of such an engaging and inclusive organization and looks 
forward to planning creative and innovative programs for the young 
professional demographic.    
 
Yaara Shabtai, J.CORE Director 
Yaara was born and raised in Israel. In 2008, Yaara earned 
an Honors LL.B from Netanya Academic College, School of Law, and 
a Mediator Certificate from Neve Tzedek Institute for Peaceful 
Conflict Resolution. In 2012, she earned an Honors M.A in Political 
Science, specializing in Democracy and Human rights, from the 
University of Haifa. In 2013, she moved with her family to 
Edmonton and became involved in the Jewish community and the 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton. Community work has always been 



a major part of her life. Throughout the years, Yaara has volunteered and held various 
leadership positions in nonprofit organizations in Israel and in Nigeria. 
 


