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What’s inside:

March of the Living 2016
By Faren HocHman

In a few weeks, high school 
students in Edmonton will 

sit in silence among their 
peers to write final exams. Ten 
of these students will be com-
ing to their exams with mem-
ories of the three-kilometre 
silent walk they participated 
in amongst their peers only 
one month prior. These stu-
dents took two weeks away 
from their preparations for 
exams for the March of the 
Living. They were well-pre-
pared for the pressures that 
awaited them on the trip, as 
well as upon their return. 

The March of the Living is 
an annual educational pro-
gram which brings individ-
uals from all over the world 
to Poland and Israel in order 
to study the history of the 
Holocaust and to examine the 

Havdallah ceremony 
performed at the 
end of Shabbat.
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If you would like to receive your HaKol 
electronically, please send an email to  

info@edjfed.org.

Message from the President
The Integrated Bursary 

Program (IBP) was 
implemented this year by 
Federation. This has led to 

much discussion in our community about 
the merits of this change. Discussion is 
welcome and healthy. However, a lot of 
misinformation or inaccurate information 
has crept into this discussion. It is import-
ant when we consider an issue which has 
more than one perspective that we do not 
get sidetracked or confused by inaccur-
acies.

The IBP permits an applicant seeking 
bursary support to make a single applica-
tion for bursary assistance for Federation 
funds to reduce fees to attend a Federation 
beneficiary or program. That application 
may seek financial assistance for any one 
or more of the following programs: Talmud 
Torah School tuition, Camp BB Riback 
fees, BBYO Edmonton, Maccabi Canada, 
March of the Living and the Asper trip. 

Federation is not controlling other 
organizations’ money. Federation does not 
have that authority and no organization 
has ceded that authority to Federation. 
Federation has formed a committee which 
includes representatives from each bene-
ficiary organization as well as a social 
worker. That committee has met to decide 
how to allocate funds available from 
Federation for bursaries. That commit-
tee recommends to the beneficiary how 
much it may allocate from its own funds 
to supplement Federation’s bursary. But it 
is a recommendation only. It is up to the 
beneficiary to accept or reject the recom-
mendation.

Bursary applicants’ confidentiality is 
respected. One person, Elianna Lisan, 
has been designated to collect applicants’ 
information. That information is then 
recorded in a spreadsheet which is all the 
committee sees. Applicants can choose 
to see a social worker at Jewish Family 
Services to assist with the application or 
to supplement the application with non-fi-
nancial information, or Elianna can assist 
them. The information which goes to the 

committee does not contain any informa-
tion which might identify the applicant. 
Confidentiality is respected. 

The status quo prior to the IBP required 
an applicant for bursaries to apply to each 
beneficiary or program separately. There 
was no collaboration between organiza-
tions resulting in multiple applications 
with varying processes, criteria and levels 
of confidentiality. Federation had to rely 
on beneficiaries for an accounting of how 
Federation funds were allocated. Reporting 
from beneficiaries was inconsistent and, 
frankly, varied in quality. There was a lack 
of consistency between organizations.

Talmud Torah presents a unique chal-
lenge. Talmud Torah is the largest financial 
beneficiary of Federation. Its allocation 
was increased two years ago from $87,000 
to $114,000. In addition, Federation gives 
TT another $42,000 to pay for the P2G 
program and its components, the mifgash 
or exchange trip, the teacher’s confer-
ence and the JETS educational program. 
It is a pillar of our community. I believe 
Talmud Torah should be supported and 
that students that require financial sup-
port should receive it. But Talmud Torah’s 
challenge is enrollment. Low enrollment 
threatens its financial viability. It depends 
on Edmonton Public funds for its operat-
ing budget, and funds are allocated based 
on enrollment.

Declining engagement is a problem 
faced by every Jewish institution in North 
America. Where thoughtful people can 
differ is how to combat this problem. 
Is it appropriate to subsidize students 
whose families can well afford the standard 
tuition as an inducement to maintain or 
enhance enrollment? That is a question 
for the Talmud Torah Board to puzzle out. 
I believe Federation has to stay out of that 
debate.

I believe accountability to our donors 
does not permit Federation to knowingly 
permit its funds to be used for pure 
inducements. Federation must remain 
accountable to its donors and the com-
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amount raised from the Canadian Jewish 
Community was over $315,000! The gen-
erosity of our communities never ceases to 
amaze me.

Other things we have been working on 
include the Integrated Bursary Program, 
which you can read about elsewhere in 
this issue, and in Ellery’s column, as well 
as the Corporate Reorganization, which 
is now complete, and the JCC Building 
Committee, which is continuing to meet, 
but which has met a few further road 
blocks along the way. These are all very 
complicated issues, and we hope that you 
will bear with us as we work through 
them. 

Many thanks to Steve Shafir and his 
assistant Andrea Steen, who did a great 
job reducing our companies from five to 
three, which will save us a lot of time and 
money in accounting and auditing fees in 
the long run. It will also make our budgets 
and financial statements easier to read 
and understand. There are now only three 
companies in Federation’s umbrella: The 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton, operat-
ing as Edmonton United Jewish Appeal; 
the Edmonton Jewish Community Centre, 
and the Edmonton Jewish Community 
Charitable Foundation. 

The JCC Building Committee, under 
the chairmanship of Clive Oshry, had one 
meeting with Talmud Torah to negotiate 
an agreement to build a JCC on TT lands, 

and then got sidelined by some internal 
TT Board issues. Those issues have been 
cleared up, and we expect to meet as a 
whole again soon. Please be patient with 
this process, there are a lot of issues to 
explore and things to consider before we 
can even think of breaking ground, and 
it is going to take a while. Rest assured, 
however, that we have very dedicated vol-
unteers and staff on both sides trying to get 
things moving again.

And finally, the Integrated Bursary 
Program, a new process we have brought 
to our community from Calgary, which we 
hope will make participation in Jewish life 
for the children and young adults in our 
city more accessible and affordable. We are 
very excited about the IBP program, and 
we feel that it will solve a lot of the prob-
lems inherent in any bursary process, such 
as accessibility, anonymity and equanimity, 
which have been lacking in the past. We are 
working very closely with our beneficiary 
agencies to make this process work for all 
involved, but again, it will not be without 
its initial road bumps and naysayers on roll 
out, so again, please bear with us.

If you have any questions about any of 
the above issues, please feel free to call me 
or drop me an email: debbys@edjfed.org, 
and I will be happy to clarify or explain 
further.

Sincerely, 
Debby Shoctor, CEO

This quarter has seen a 
very full agenda, as hap-

pens every spring, with Good 
Deeds Day, our Holocaust 
Symposium, the Asper trip 
to Winnipeg, the March of 

the Living trip to Poland and Israel, our 
public affairs speaker Gregg Roman, Yom 
Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron, Yom Ha’atzmaut 
and Film Festival – we have had a very 
eventful season! 

You can read all about these events 
elsewhere in this publication, they were 
all fabulous, and I would like to thank our 
volunteers and staff for pulling off such a 
demanding slate of activities. We look for-
ward to a quieter few months ahead, aside 
from UJA prep and, of course Heritage Days 
in August, as well as our Casino – if you can 
volunteer for any of these things, please let 
us know!

To top it all off, we had to contend 
with the worst wildfire season in our 
Province’s history, which saw the evacua-
tion of 90,000 people from Fort McMurray, 
many to Edmonton itself, which has put a 
strain on all our resources. And on top of 
that, two families in our community were 
forced out of their homes and a whole 
neighborhood evacuated right here due 
to wildfires in Wolf Willow/Westridge, our 
home turf! But our community stepped up, 
as did the greater Edmonton, Alberta and 
Canadian communities. 

Our condolences went out to the fam-
ilies whose homes were damaged, and 
we launched a campaign to raise funds 
for the Fort McMurray evacuees. I am 
pleased to announce that together, we 
raised over $11,500, which was distributed 
90% to the Canadian Red Cross, because it 
received a double match from the Federal 
and Provincial governments, and 10% to 
Edmonton Emergency Relief Services. 

Of those monies, two large donations 
came from the US, one from a private 
Jewish family foundation in Pennsylvania, 
and one from the Congregation of for-
mer Edmonton and Fort McMurray resi-
dent, Rabbi Irwin Huberman. The total 

From the CEO’s Desk

Gregg Roman and attendees George Goldsand, Barry Greenspan and Jack Goldberg.
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roots of prejudice, intolerance, and hate. 
Since the first March of the Living was 
held in 1988, over 220,000 participants 
from 52 countries have marched down 
the same three-kilometer path lead-
ing from Auschwitz to Birkenau on 
Holocaust Remembrance Day -- Yom 
Hashoah -- as a silent tribute to all vic-
tims of the Holocaust.

Participation in the March of the 
Living began long before the plane land-
ed in Warsaw. In November, hopeful 
participants applied by writing essays 
regarding the mission of the program. 
Upon acceptance, students began jug-
gling dance, hockey, BBYO, and other 
personal commitments to meet and 
prepare for the experience they were 
about to undertake. During the sessions, 
students discussed their understanding 
of Holocaust education and the import-
ance of their participation. They learned 
about Holocaust survivors and were 
asked to determine how their stories can 
be told when, inevitably, the survivors 
themselves are unable to tell them.

The idea of community was critical 
within the ten Edmontonians and their 
chaperone, and quickly extended beyond. 
First, there was the bus community, 
including students and chaperones from 
Calgary and Vancouver. Then there was 
the Coast-to-Coast community, includ-

Coast to coast contingent 
on the March of the 
Living in Poland.

Edmonton MOL group.

continued from page 1

March of the Living 2016

ing individuals from all over Canada 
and two Holocaust survivors: Angela 
Orosz and Mark Elster. While visiting 
historic sites in Warsaw, Krakow, and 
Lodz, and concentration facilities such 
as Auschwitz, Birkenau, Treblinka, and 
Majdanek, participants were connected 
to each other, members of their greater 
coast-to-coast community, and mem-
bers of the greater March of the Living 
community.

On Yom Hashoah, the sense of 
community was especially palpable. 
Students stood with nervous energy at 
Auschwitz. Surrounding them were over 
20,000 individuals from communities 
worldwide – including South Africa, 
Argentina, the US and Poland. As the 
March began, students understood the 
significance of the event; after the March 
they would do something that many 
before them were not able to do – leave 
Auschwitz. Afterwards, participants 
described the March as both liberating 
and empowering. The sea of blue jack-
ets was described as one of the strong-

est indicators that “Hitler didn’t win.” 
Witnessing it alongside Angela and Mark 
made it all the more critical. 

Less than one week later, students 
arrived in Israel. While at the Kotel, 
one participant placed a rock at the 
foot of the wall. The rock, like him and 
all of the participants, had come from 
Auschwitz. Placing the rock was sym-
bolic of remembrance and perseverance 
– two of the many lessons participants 
learned during their experience.

Although the rock remained in Israel, 
the lessons returned with the partici-
pants to Edmonton. Students described 
feeling a newfound sense of pride in their 
Jewish identity. They have an eagerness 
to share their experiences with mem-
bers of the Jewish and non-Jewish com-
munities, and will serve as ambassadors 
of Holocaust education. Each of them 
returned with an understanding of their 
responsibilities, and they are committed 
to becoming leaders in their commun-
ities. But first, let’s wish them good luck 
on their exams!
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Yom Hazikaron service at Beth Shalom Synagogue.

The “Yoms”
Yom Hazikaron and 

Yom Ha’atzmaut
By yaara SHaBBtai

The Edmonton Jewish community held 
a service for Yom Hazikaron, com-

memorating the 23,447 soldiers who have 
fallen in Israel’s wars and victims of terror, 
on May 10th, 2016 at Beth Shalom Syna-
gogue. The ceremony, which was con-
ducted in both English and Hebrew, began 
with a one-minute remembrance siren, 
and continued with readings, musical per-
formances, and a dance by the Mayim dan-
cers. The service is fashioned to resemble 
those held in Israel on this important day, 
and includes a few prayers for the fallen, 
along with letters, poems, and songs writ-
ten by their loved ones. This year, we had 
a special guest from Israel, Ms. Dafna 
Abrahams, Director of International Rela-
tions Galil Elion, who shared with us the 
meaning of Yom Hazikaron with her own 
personal story. Three generations of her 
family have all fought in wars, lost friends 
and loved ones. She spoke of how each 
generation carries the wish and hope for 
peace, only to then send their own chil-
dren to the army. 

With a sharp transition from grief 
and sadness to festivities and joy, over 
300 community members came out to 
celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 68th 
Independence Day, on Thursday, May 12, 
2016. The event was hosted by the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton and co-sponsored 
by Beth Israel Synagogue, Beth Shalom 
Congregation, Jewish National Fund and 
Talmud Torah School. 

As people were shuffling in, guests had 
time to schmooze with friends and family, 
munch on tasty appetizers, and have their 
picture taken in an Israeli-themed photo-
booth, courtesy of the amazing TapSnap 
team who voluntarily worked hard all 
night. Kids had the opportunity to make 
Magen David mobiles at the kid’s craft 
corner. What a perfect start for a Yom 

Ha’atzmaut party!
The main event kicked off as the doors 

to the social hall opened and the official 
part of the evening began with Edmonton’s 
first ever Yom Ha’atzmaut torch-lighting 
ceremony. The torch-lighting ceremony 
is an important and integral part of Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebrations in Israel, where 
twelve torches are lit to commemorate the 
12 tribes of Israel. This year, the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton chose to honour 
community members who contribute to 
the many Jewish organizations and insti-
tutions in the community. Torch lighters 
were nominated by their respective organ-
ization for their dedication and hard work, 
and represented the diversity and unity in 
our community. At the same time, in a 
separate room, the kids enjoyed an excit-
ing magic and juggling performance by 
Mugsy the Clown. 

The official part of the evening was 
followed by an Israeli-style dinner, a deli-

cious buffet of falafel, pita and a variety 
of Israeli salads catered by Eddie and 
Susan Yedgarova. A Multimedia presenta-
tion showcasing personal photos of mem-
bers of the Edmonton Jewish community 
visiting Israel—My Israel— was screened 
while an exciting flash dance performed 
by the Aviv Dancers thrilled the audience. 

Finally, as the meal wrapped up, the 
Moshav band, an internationally-ac-
claimed American/Israeli rock group came 
onto the stage to entertain the crowd with 
exceptional music and a wonderful atmos-
phere, as the dance floor filled with people 
of all ages, who danced the night away. A 
beautiful Israeli flag cake was served along 
with a fruit and candy bar as the evening 
was coming to its conclusion. 

It was indeed a wonderful community 
celebration with fun activities for young 
and old, a great show of unity full of pride 
in our local community and of the State 
of Israel.

Yom Ha’atzmaut entertaiment by the Moshav band.
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The Edmonton Jewish community is 
twinned with the Galilee Panhandle 

region of Israel through the Partnership 
Together (P2G) program of Coast-to-
Coast communities in Canada. 

Beyond the people-to-people con-
nection that is created through the 
Gesher Chai (Living Bridge) program, 
our Jewish community provides funds 
for various projects in the Galilee. This 
program is called the High Priority 
Projects. Funding for them is provided 
by the Edmonton Israel Fund, a pool of 
money set aside annually by the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton from surplus 
UJA campaign funds. The local P2G 
subcommittee is mandated to review 
and allocate funds for various projects 
in this region.

In 2016, the following programs in 
the Galilee region received funding from 
Edmonton:

Tel Chai College in Kiryat Shmona is 1. 

allocated money to give 10 scholar-
ships for needy students. In return, 
the recipients are required to do each 
week, four hours of volunteer work in 
the community.
The high school in Metula receives 2. 
money that is used to fund 12 students 
on their trip to the Concentration 
Camps in Poland. Upon their return, 
the students must provide a review of 
what they learned and must take an 
active part in Yom Hashoah activities.
In Kiryat Shmona, a project called, 3. 
“Matmon” provides social services 
support for youth at high risk and to 
parents of these children. Edmonton 
is providing one-time funding for a 
social worker. The role of this worker 
is to counsel with the boys in this 
program.
The Lev Ha Emek Elementary School 4. 
is twinned with our Talmud Torah 
Jewish day school. The High Priority 

Projects program is providing funds 
for 15 new computers this year. These 
computers are needed to replace the 
aging computers currently used in 
their computer lab.
In Kibbutz Mahanayim, a home has 5. 
been built for adults with severe handi-
caps. These adults cannot live at home 
any more and a special building called 
Beit Yahad ba Galil, has been con-
structed for them. The High Priority 
Projects fund provides one-time only 
funding for this home.
Lastly, a significant resuscitation tool 6. 
for the emergency department of a 
Galilee hospital, a pediatric glidea-
scope, is being funded. 
As one can see, we, the Edmonton 

Jewish Community, are intricately 
involved in the lives of our partners in 
the Galilee. It is more then a friendship, 
it is like a large family that works hand in 
hand. Am Israel Chai!

Edmonton’s Galilee Connection 
— High Priority Projects

By Dr. ivan Steiner, eDmonton P2G cHair

Yom Hashoah Holocaust Remembrance Day

Yom Hashoah, Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, was 

held on Thursday May 5th, 
2016 on the grounds of the 
Provincial Legislature. 250 

people came out on that cold and rainy 
day to remember the six million lives that 
were lost during the Holocaust. 

Many dignitaries were in attendance. 
Councilor Michael Oshry brought greet-
ings on behalf of the City of Edmonton. 
The Honorable Ricardo Miranda, Minister 
for Tourism and Culture, brought greet-
ings on behalf of the Province. Special 
thanks go to Jewish Federation President 
Ellery Lew, second generation members 
and survivors Leon Kagan, Clara Kagan, 

Clara and Leon Kagan light 
candles for Yom Hashoah.

words of wisdom, and Bill Dolman of 
TBO for reciting the mourner’s Kaddish. 
The Holocaust Education Committee 
would also like to thank Ben Ragosin 
and the TT Choir. Thank you to the 
Holocaust Education Committee for its 
tireless efforts year after year for coordin-
ating such events.

With the help of our community, we 
were able to commemorate the Holocaust 
70 years later, reminding those around us 
never to forget, to never be a bystand-
er, and that we can make a change 
in this world. The Holocaust Education 
Committee is always looking for new 
members – if you would like to par-
ticipate, please contact Dani Uretsky at 
daniu@edjfed.org.

Ann Secter, Francie Cyngiser, Nora 
Lyman, and Jeanette Hoffman for their 
participation in the ceremony. Thank you 
to Gillian Horwitz for being the emcee, 
and Rabbis Friedman and Rose for their 

By Dani UretSky
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I am extremely excited to be heading to 
Israel for my 5th visit, this time as a 

Birthright Madrich. My Birthright experi-
ence had a profound effect on my life, 
both as a person and a Jew. Since my trip 
I have become more involved with my 
local Jewish community as well as feel a 
stronger connection towards the State of 
Israel. 

I was lucky enough to be joined by 5 
of my former Talmud Torah peers on my 
trip, which was a coast to coast contin-
gent of people from all over Canada. The 
participants ranged from those who had 
a formal Jewish education to those who 
had just found out they were Jewish, or 
had a Jewish grandparent. The diversity 
and backgrounds of the participants was 
interesting in that you could see how dif-
ferently people were affected by our day 
to day experiences. All in all however, it 
was an incredible trip with an incredible 
group of people.

Back in 2014, I had the pleasure of 

touring my parents, who had not been 
to Israel since 1978. I used my own 
Birthright experience as a template and 
decided we should visit a number of the 
locations I had gone to. We rented a car 
(which I of course drove) and drove all 
around the country. We made stops to 
the Dead Sea, Eilat, Mitzpeh Ramon and 
even spent a night in the desert with the 
Bedouins at Kfar Hanokdim. 

My parents could not believe how 
much the country had developed and 
advanced since their last visit – however, 
it was an unexpected find from the past 
that was our most memorable experience. 
By chance, we ran into some archivists in 
a town called Rosh Pina, where my mom’s 
uncle had been mayor back in the 60s. 

Long story short, with an ounce of 
Israeli resourcefulness and chance, we 
were able to re-connect with my mom’s 
first cousin with whom she had not seen 
or spoken with for over 50 years. We were 
able to meet up in Tel Aviv where he lives 

and had dinner at “The Old Man and the 
Sea”, a seafood restaurant in Jaffa which 
is a personal favourite of mine. 

Along with my family connections in 
Israel – I also have a first cousin who 
is a Rabbi in Jerusalem – I share a very 
spiritual one. Every time that plane lands 
at Ben Gurion I feel like I’ve come home. 
Every step I take through the old city of 
Jerusalem feels like I’m walking in the 
footsteps of our ancestors. 

Since my trip, learning about the hist-
ory and re-learning our Jewish history has 
become a bit of a hobby of mine – I think 
this will be a great tool to share with my 
participants. My trip is actually the first 
Canada/Cuba combined trip put on by 
CIE. There will be several Jewish Cuban 
participants joining a coast to coast crew 
from across Canada and thankfully I have 
a Co-Madricha that speaks Spanish!

I absolutely cannot wait to arrive, lay 
under the Tel Aviv sun and of course eat 
all of the hummus!

BiRTHRiGHT
By aDam ZePP

Birthright participants in Jerusalem, Israel.
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On Sunday, April 10, The 
Jewish Federation of 

Edmonton hosted its second 
annual Good Deeds Day. 
Edmonton was one of hun-

dreds of communities worldwide that par-
ticipated in this global day of social action. 

Good Deeds Day is a day focused on 
philanthropy, with the vision that every 
individual can help make a positive change 
for others and for the world. It was concep-
tualized by businesswoman Shari Arison. 
Good Deeds Day was initiated in Israel in 
2007, and as of 2016, there were 1.5 mil-
lion participants in 75 countries worldwide. 
Edmonton started participating in 2015.

Locally, volunteers, under the chair-
manship of Cheryl Goldstein and facilitated 
by staff member Elianna Lisan, includ-
ing members of The Jewish Federation 
of Edmonton, Hillel, Beth Tzedek, BBYO 
and Edmonton Hadassah-WIZO spent an 
afternoon at Edmonton’s Food Bank. They 
sifted through donations of non-perish-
able food items donated by members of 
Edmonton’s broader community, preparing 
these goods for distribution to those most 
in need. Meanwhile, a short distance away, 
several more volunteers from JCORE and 
other organizations used their skills help-
ing to clean and fix the cottages at the Kids 
Kottage Foundation.

This year, Talmud Torah School also 
joined in on the activities of Good Deeds 
Day. Dozens of parents, children and staff 
joined together for a neighborhood clean-
up. Furthermore, the Grade 4 students 
collected gently-worn shoes and socks to 
give to homeless shelters and shelters for 
families fleeing violence, and the Grade 6 
students collected books for the students at 

Good 
Deeds

Day
Good Deeds Day at the Edmonton Food bank. 

Belmead School.
The work of the volunteer teams at all 

three locations was a great success. While 
meaningfully engaging in repairing our 
world (Tikkun Olam) and instilling the 
values of charity (tzedakah), our fantastic 
group of volunteers exhibited the values 

of klal Israel, not only taking care of our 
Jewish community, but of our broader 
community as well.

This second local Good Deeds Day is 
sure to inspire our community to grow 
this fantastic and impactful program even 
further in the years to come.

PJ Library 
2016 

By Dani UretSky

PJ Library in Edmonton launched in Janu-
ary 2014. We cater to children aged six 

months to eight years. Since the beginning, 
we have sent out 3,414 children’s books to 
Jewish children throughout the city. We cur-
rently have 160 subscribers. For our small 
community, these numbers are fantastic!

With the help of chair Ellie Lanciano 
Bennett, we have held some great programs. 
For example, for this year’s Sukkoth program, 
for the first time we did PJ Library Yoga with 

PJ Library 
2016 

Beth Israel; for Chanukah, we participated 
in our Community-wide Purim Celebration; 
and for Passover we made matzo covers. We 
are also very excited to be participating again 
in this year’s Yom Yerushalyim event, along 
with the whole community. Thank you to 
Batya Friedman for bringing the community 
together for this fun event again this year.

If you have a child between six months 
and eight years of age, then PJ Library is the 
program for you! Sign up your child for a 
FREE monthly, Jewish-themed book or CD. 
To sign up go to www.pjlibrary.org or for 
more information contact Dani at 780-487-
0585 ext. 205 or daniu@edjfed.org. This is 
a valuable engagement program not to be 
missed out on!

Upcoming Events:
June 28th: Chief’s Advisory Committee 
Meeting, EPS

July 31st -August 1st: Heritage Days, 
Hawrelak Park

August 3rd: Federation Board Meeting

August 8th -9th: Jewish Federation of 
Edmonton Casino

August 28th: UJA Canvasser Training

September 6th or 7th: UJA Opening Event

September 20th: Gil Troy: Community 
Relations Event

October 3rd: Erev Rosh Hashanah

October 11th: Erev Yom Kippur

By elianna liSan
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The Aviv Dancers at last year’s Heritage Festival.

israel Pavilion at the Edmonton Heritage Festival 

Mark your calendars for the 
41st annual Edmonton 

Heritage Festival. This three 
day event is taking place over 
the August long-weekend (July 

30th – August 1st). The festival is a showcase 
of Canada’s vibrant multicultural heritage. 
Visitors come from around Edmonton and 
across the continent, to spend some time 
sampling the tastes, smells, sights, and 
sounds of a diverse array of cultures. There 
are 64 pavilions representing nearly 85 
cultures from around the world. 

The Israel Pavilion, hosted by the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton, will be show-
ing off the beauty of Israel and Israeli 
culture in this year’s Festival through 
our extravagant cultural display, talented 
entertainment, and delicious cuisine. The 
Pavilion has won several awards over the 
last few years, including Cultural Display 
and Food (2015). The 1800 square foot 
display will take you on a remarkable jour-
ney through Israel starting at the great 
heights of Masada down to the beautiful 
Mediterranean shorelines of Tel Aviv, with 
stops at the Dead Sea, and Shuk Ha’Carmel 
(Carmel Market) along the way. The very 

talented Aviv Dancers will be providing 
visitors with their own journey through 
Israel, showcasing Israeli arts and enter-
tainment. Last but certainly not least, vis-
itors will also have the opportunity to try 
some unique Israeli foods and beverages 
such as Lemonana (refreshing Israeli ver-
sion of Lemonade with Mint), Sufganiyot 
(Israeli doughnut filled with jam), and 
Falafel. 

As the Israel Pavilion grows in popular-
ity, we need you to ensure its success. We 

need volunteers to help with the cultural 
display and food services. For more infor-
mation or if you would like to volunteer for 
the Pavilion, please contact Tal Toubiana 
at (780) 487 0585 ext. 204 or email talt@
edjfed.org 

The 2016 Israel Pavilion at the Edmonton 
Heritage Festival is sure to be a hit! Come 
visit on Sunday, July 31st and Monday, 
August 1st, as we are closed for Shabbat, 
July 30th. We hope to see you there.

How many times have you 
tried to read a newspaper 

article, and found that after 
the first sentence, you have 
already lost interest?

Well, if you are reading 
this, at least I got you past the 
first sentence.

Giving to charity for the most part is 
losing its appeal. The number of calls you 
receive a week, the number of dinners you 
are asked to attend, the number of calls 
asking you to sponsor an event is starting 
to weigh you down and has become frus-
trating.

So what can I say in this article that 
would make you think or feel any dif-

ferently? The simple answer is “probably 
nothing.” That took me 112 words to say 
something that you already knew. So now I 
am going to make it personal.

One of my favorite Aunts would call me 
up and say, “The Winspear is being built 
-- would you like to sponsor a chair; the 
new Art Gallery is going up, and would you 
like to be a part of it?” And the phone calls 
didn’t stop there – there was the Royal Alex 
learning center, the Fort Edmonton movie 
theater, all of them needed money to get 
them started or to keep them going, even 
our community park needed money for a 
water park. And we must never forget the 
walk for ALS, the rides for Cancer and MS. 
It’s not that I am rich, but in actual fact, 

Why should i keep giving? most of us are richer than we think.
We live in Canada, we all had an educa-

tion, and we have running water in our 
houses. Our food is easy to get, any number 
of grocery stores will happily supply you 
with more than enough food. We don’t 
even have to look too far afield to see how 
lucky we are, as we witness the fires in Fort 
McMurray.

So now, “What does all of this have to 
do with the Edmonton Jewish Community 
Charitable Foundation?” you may ask, and 
once again the simple answer is, “probably 
nothing.” What I am trying to say is “count 
your blessings”. We probably have more than 
we need, and if we can help a neighbour, a 
friend, or a stranger or our community, and 
pass on those values to our children and 
grandchildren, maybe that means a whole 
lot more than “probably nothing”.

By tal toUBiana

Michael Paull,  
Chair of 
the EJCCF
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The Integrated Bursary Program of 
Jewish Federation of Edmonton has 

been modeled after a pilot project of the 
Calgary Jewish Federation based on the 
principals of equity, anonymity, and dig-
nity. This “one-stop shopping” program 
minimizes embarrassment and humilia-
tion for applicants to programs funded by 
JFE, as they only have to tell their story 
once. Every application is measured by 
the same standards, making the process 
as fair as possible, and confidential.

It is clear that IBP maximizes the 
opportunity for the most vulnerable in 
our community to fully participate in 
Jewish life. By improving access to bur-
sary funding through an efficient process, 
more families and children who might 
otherwise not be able to participate in 
Jewish life are able to do so, and do so 
proudly.

The Integrated Bursary Program (IBP) 
Review Committee, consisting of repre-
sentatives from The Jewish Federation 
of Edmonton, The Talmud Torah Society, 
Camp BB-Riback and a Community social 
worker (MSW), along with staff support, 
met on Thursday, May 19th to finalize 
allocations for bursaries. 

Subsequently, the results of this meet-
ing were reviewed by committee mem-
bers and the IBP Review Committee con-
firmed funding bursaries. The process of 
review has been anonymous from start 
to finish. Recommendations have been 
sent out to the funding agencies. Partner 
agencies approved them and letters to the 
participants confirming their bursaries 
were mailed. An appeal process is in place 
for those who are not satisfied with the 
committee’s decisions, and those were 
also reviewed and a final decision made, 
which was communicated to the agen-
cies and the families. The distribution of 
Federation monies is now complete.

The IBP Review Committee received 
applications from 43 families for TT bur-
saries, 24 families for Camp Bursaries, and 
one application each for BBYO, MOL and 
Asper bursaries. In total, families asked 
for $462,824 worth of funding. Federation 
is giving out $114,300 in bursaries for 
Talmud Torah, and $34,483.50 in bursar-
ies for Camp, as well as $705 for Asper and 
$1100 for BBYO. There is no March of the 
Living trip in 2017, so that request will be 
deferred until next year. These numbers 
are higher than the amounts Federation 

had already budgeted for in its current 
budget. It is up to the partner agencies 
to decide how much more of the requests 
they will fund according to their budgets. 
Additional requests for funding will be 
considered by the IBP Review committee, 
but additional monies must come from 
the partner agencies, who also have lim-
ited envelopes for bursaries. 

The Jewish Federation of Edmonton 
believes that the IBP is an effective 
and fair process, as do all IBP Review 
Committee members. Each application 
was judged anonymously, on its own 
merits. We would like to thank all our 
partner agencies for their participation in 
and endorsement of this process. Camp 
Director Jerrod Henoch stated, “I think 
we have made some amazing headway 
on this important journey to ensure that 
community funds are allocated in a fair 
and consistent manner to help families 
have access to important programs and 
services that they otherwise may not be 
able to afford. 

Thank you for all of your hard work 
and for involving camp and myself in the 
process. We definitely support and com-
mend your efforts and decisions.

integrated Bursary Program

Stephanie Hendin, Anne Secter and 
Debby Shoctor in Palm Springs.

Donor Appreciation Events

Lewis and Irene Klar and Irwin Cotler at a donor 
appreciation event in Phoenix, AZ.

Karen Farkas and Clive Hurtig.
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member of the film festival committee. 
Along with the films, the festival also 

included a reception for sponsors on 
opening night. Guests were offered deli-
style appetizers prepared by Catering 
by Ed and wine as a way of thanking 
them for their generous contributions 
to the film festival and by extension to 
the Partnership2Gether (P2G) program. 
Funds from the festival allow for 1) 
yearly exchange trips between Edmonton 
Talmud Torah students and students 
from Emek Hahula School in the Galilee 
Panhandle, 2) an online educational pro-
gram (JETS) for the students, and 3) 
sends a local teacher to a special educa-
tional conference in Israel each year.

The reception was followed by the pres-
entation of the first Earl Parker Award for 

Jewish Film. This year, the prize was 
given to Adam Bentley, a talented local 
filmmaker. “I like to emphasize story-
driven content and simple production 
methods to bring the viewers as close 
to the subject matter as possible,” said 
Bentley. The director plans to make a 
documentary about a local elderly woman 
whose family sheltered a Jewish girl dur-
ing the Holocaust. Bentley’s film will be 
screened at next year’s film festival on 
opening night. The committee hopes that 
this film will be the first of many that will 
comprise the Earl Parker Collection of 
award-winning Jewish films. 

Thank you for being a part of the fes-
tival and the magic that is cinema and 
we hope you will join us next year for 
another great season of fantastic films!

CEO Debby Shoctor, Festival Chair Sam Koplowitz and former chair Josh Miller.

Another Great Season at  
the Edmonton Jewish Film Festival
By eStHer viraGH

The Edmonton Jewish Film Festival 
took place at the Landmark City Cen-

tre Cinemas in downtown Edmonton and 
ran from May 15 to May 18 and again 
from May 22 to May 24. This year’s selec-
tion included films from several coun-
tries and revolved around the themes 
of food, music, family and memory. The 
program was eclectic and audiences were 
pleased. There was definitely something 
for everyone! 

“Theodore Bikel was my favourite,” 
said Dr. Abe Peliowski with a smile. “I 
think his acting is superb, I laughed a 
lot. He’s such a character and some of his 
songs are songs that my mother used to 
sing so it brought back lots of memories.” 
Other documentaries included Deli Man 
as the festival’s evening opener and Rock 
in the Red Zone. “[That one] really hits 
you in the heart, to understand what 
these poor people have been through. I 
think the most impactful word was ‘post’ 
in that there is no post in post-traumatic 
stress, it just keeps happening,” said 
Francie Nobleman. 

The program also comprised lighter 
comedies such as Dough and Peter the 
Third as well as heavier dramas including 
A Tale of Love and Darkness and Kapo in 
Jerusalem. “I thought it was a powerful 
and difficult film that ends with a huge 
question and no answer and for me that 
was the challenge,” said Sari Schiff, a 
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Lisa was born and 
raised in Edmonton 

and has been practicing 
law in Edmonton since 
1992. She is a partner 
at CBM Lawyers. Lisa, 
along with her husband 
Ron Sorokin and their 
two children, Jaime and 
Jack, have long been 
active members of the Edmonton Jew-
ish community. Lisa has volunteered on 
a number of boards including serving as 
the Co-Chair of Talmud Torah Playschool, 
Treasurer of Snow Valley Racing Associa-
tion and is a current board member of 
Camp BB Riback. 

Lisa will be co-chairing the UJA Campaign 
with Suzanne Davis, who is in the second 
year of her term. Together with their team 
of canvassers and professionals, Federation’s 
UJA campaign is set for success.

Talmud Torah 
Grade Nine Mifgash
By ari SniDerman

From May 2-6, eight Grade nine stu-
dents at Talmud Torah participated in 

the 2nd half of the Partnership Together 
(P2G) program in northern Israel as part 
of their 18-day graduation trip to Israel. 
During this mifgash- “meeting”- the stu-
dents were hosted at the homes of Grade 
nine students from Emek HaHula School 
in Kfar Blum, our partnership school in 
the Galillee panhandle. Earlier in the year, 
the students met in Edmonton, when our 
Israeli partners came during Succoth, and 
the reunion in Israel was the pinnacle of 
the P2G experience.

During the visit, the students from the 
two schools went sightseeing, bowling, 
and commemorated Yom Hashoah. Many 
of the Edmontonian students reported 
that the mifgash was their favourite part 
of the whole trip. Year after year, this 
seems to be the report, showing the 
fruit of the investments by the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton and the labour of 
P2G Chairman Ivan Steiner and teachers 
at both schools.

Later this year, 2015 P2G participant 
Yael Rosenblum and her family are plan-
ning a trip to visit family in Israel. During 
this visit, they’ve made a special plan to 
visit Yael’s penpal from her mifgash. Says 
Rosenblum, “I couldn’t imagine a trip to 
Israel without visiting Hagar. It’s a bit out 
of the way, but it’s super important.” The 
Rosenblums’ visit shows an important 
milestone in the program, that of “gesher 
chai” or building bridges, which, from its 
inception, was part of the vision of P2G.

Preparations for the 2016 mifgash in 
Edmonton are already underway, and 
Grade eight students from both schools 
are already in contact with one another. 
The remainder of the trip was clearly an 
exciting, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for the TT Grade nines, and their blog 

(grade9inisrael.blogspot.com) recounts 
the experience. The impact of the P2G 
program is clear from the students’ state-

ments, as one by one they reply through 
ear-to-ear grins, “my favourite part of the 
trip was visiting with the Israelis.”

Talmud Torah students at the Dead Sea.

Lisa Redmond.

munity or it risks a breach of trust. Once 
lost, trust is difficult to re-establish.

Talmud Torah has had a difficult year. 
What it needs now is for our community to 
unify in our efforts to support it. That does 
not mean unanimity of opinion. It should 
mean unity of purpose, respectful and con-
structive debate, and unwavering commit-
ment to a successful future. The Talmud 
Torah AGM held May 18, 2016 brought a 
large turnout concerned with its welfare. 
The IBP was discussed. Some expressed 
concern. This concern was borne out of 
concern for the welfare of the school. That 
concern is shared by all and must unite 
rather than divide us.

Federation is committed to working 
with the new Talmud Torah Board to work 
for a successful future. I congratulate those 
who recently served on the Talmud Torah 
Board, those who stepped up to fill gaps on 
the Board prior to the AGM, and those who 
stood up to serve and were elected at the 
AGM in May. Yasher Koach. I look forward 
to working with them for the benefit of the 
school and our community.

continued from page 2
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