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Jewish Community Centre Announcement

T

he Jewish Federation Facilities and Infrastructure Committee is pleased to present the
Jewish Community Centre proposal to be attached to the Talmud Torah school. The work of
the Community Facilities Utilization Committee was guided by
the principles of: Transparent
and Consultative Process, Forward Looking and Inclusive, and
Financially Responsible. All the
work of this Committee, and the
entire initiative are available on
the Federation website.
Transparent and Consultative
Process
This proposal is the culmination of many years of work by
Federation which included a significant amount of Community
outreach and stakeholder feedback. We reached out to all local
Jewish organizations, and members of the Jewish Community. Many meetings were held
with Jewish organizations; Federation also facilitated and hosted
a series of town hall meetings.

Forward Looking and Inclusive
The proposed design is
meant to serve the Jewish Community as a central gathering
place. To be the home of the Edmonton Jewish Community the
building must embrace what
brings us together while respecting and accommodating our differences. The facility will have a
Kosher meat and dairy kitchen,
be barrier-free and have a gender-neutral washroom. It will provide office and meeting space for
Federation and other Jewish organizations. It will have a hall
available for Jewish life cycle and
Community events and various
programming. The building is
also designed with a full height
basement to allow for future
growth.
Financially Responsible
The building was designed by
Stantec in accordance to the
Government of Alberta infrastructure guidelines for community buildings. The design materials are of high commercial grade
with a focus on low long-term

maintenance costs. As proposed,
the building estimate is less than
the amount the Jewish Community Centre has from the proceeds of the sale of the former
Jewish Community Centre lands.
We are currently working on the
operating and capital proforma
to understand the long-term reality of operating and maintaining
he building - we are committed
to ensuring that this facility is
sustainable for the long term.
Path Forward
Federation and Talmud Torah have agreed to a negotiation
roadmap to hopefully conclude
in time for our AGM in December. The Federation proposal
serves not only the Community, it
also adds value to the Talmud
Torah. In addition to making the
site the center of the Jewish Community, it will also improve the
lives of the students, early learning children, staff and parents for
those involved with the school
daily.
Continued on Page 5
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President’s Message

S

eptember marks the beginning of many things: A
new Jewish year, a new
school year, a new fiscal
year for the Jewish Federation of Edmonton and the
launch of our annual UJA campaign.
I am writing this article on September 16,
2018. You might ask why this is of significance, and I want to tell you. Today would
have been my grandmother, Suni Silverman’s
101st birthday (but I am sure she would have
preferred if I told you all it would have been
her 91st). I visited my grandmother’s grave today at the Edmonton Jewish Cemetery. Today,
I also attended the unveiling of a good friend
of mine, Stevie Schwartzberg.
Now that you know the significance of the
date, you might want to know if there is a connection. And to me, there is. While both Stevie and my grandmother are no longer here
with us, neither will be forgotten by me. They
form a small group of people who have
shaped me into the person I am and have
provided me with goals to strive for in life.
Besides being the best wife, mother,
grandmother and cook that I know, my
grandmother dedicated much of her life to
teaching children with mental disabilities. After she retired from that, she volunteered
helping children who required additional assistance at the Talmud Torah. She selflessly
taught those who needed it most.
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Stevie lived his life to the fullest. He was
always upbeat, always happy, his presence always uplifted any audience around him. He
always made the most of every situation, always looked at everything with a “glass half
full” attitude, and always made others strive
to be the best people that they could be.
In different ways, my grandmother and
Stevie made the people around them better.
They used the gifts that were given to them to
make life as enriching and positive as possible for others. This is what the Jewish Federation of Edmonton strives to do too, through
our partnership with you and from your generous donations.
Funds received from our donors benefit
members of your community. Your UJA donations go toward providing you with an enriched Jewish life in Edmonton. Your UJA donations help hundreds of people experience
Jewish life in Edmonton, from the hundreds
of children who receive funding from the Jewish Federation of Edmonton to go to Talmud
Torah and Camp BB and attend various
youth programming events, to the numerous
Edmonton senior citizens who benefit from
programming at the Jewish Drop In Centre to
those most vulnerable in our community who
obtain assistance from Jewish Family Services. Your donation counts.
Further, through your UJA donations, we
are able to plan diverse programs throughout
the year, including bringing speakers to Edmonton. Here is where I am giving a
plug to the upcoming Goldberg-Tobin
Debate that will take place at Beth
Shalom on October 22nd. This
unique program will try to provide different, interesting perspectives on the
Jewish community’s divergent views
on Israel across the political spectrum.
We are coming up on my first anniversary as the President of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton. I am so
proud of the work that we have done
and the work that we continue to do.
I hope that you can see that we try,
like my grandmother Suni Silverman,
and my friend Stevie Schwartzberg, to
enrich the lives of the members of our
community. One of my main goals
over this next year is to continue to
grow the number of people who we
can touch.
Shana Tovah.

Dr. Peter Sabo, Erik Seebach, and Ellery Lew at U of A
Donor reception.

Steve Shafir

President
Jewish Federation of Edmonton
steves@edjfed.org
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UJA Launch Hits all the Right Notes
BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN

UJA campaign
Thegot 2018
off to a terrific start

at the Citadel on September 13th with a concert by
US-based Israeli performers
Omer Shaish and Tomer
Adaddi. Whatever the song – Gershwin melody, Elvis Hit, Broadway Tune, or Israeli classic, the duo dazzled the crowd with their
charm, energy and sheer talent. Omer’s singing was pitch perfect, rich and beautiful,
throughout. His lovely rendition of My Yiddishe Momma had the ladies in tears. The Citadel’s grand piano has never sounded better
than when the tremendously gifted Tomer
Adaddi’s fingers danced across its keys, making glorious sounds emerge. The one big
question: when are they coming back?
Guest speaker Karen James, Chair of the
Board of the Jewish Federation of Greater
Vancouver captivated the crowd with the
story of her journey from young athlete to
committed Jewish philanthropist. With tremendous poise, she gave a riveting account of
how, as a 19-year-old swimmer for Team Canada, she witnessed the atrocities at the 1972
Munich games. She explained that, after decades of silence, she finally spoke out about
what happened at Munich, first in 2006 as cochair of the Maccabi Games in Vancouver
and again in 2010, when she was invited to
carry the torch for the Vancouver Olympic
Games. These experiences opened the flood
gates, leading her on a path to fight for proper
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commemoration of the
fallen Israeli heroes, to challenge the anti-Semitism of
the IOC and to become a
proud Jew and outspoken
Jewish community leader.
Before Karen’s speech,
guests were served wine and
a delicious and bountiful
spread of Israeli appetizers,
prepared by Catering by Ed.
UJA Co-Chairs Karen
Oshry and Ron Sorokin announced a campaign goal of
$1.1 million. Funds raised
will support local Federation
beneficiaries and community programs including Hillel, JCORE, BBYO, Camp BB,
Talmud Torah School, Jewish Family Services, Holocaust Education Programs,
the Israel Pavilion at Heritage Days, and The Edmonton Jewish Film Festival.
Support will also go to key Omer Shaish, “From Israel to Broadway.”
national and international beneficiaries:
Campaign. Please give generously and conCIJA, JFC-UIA, JDC, JAFI, and Jewish Federasider an increase over last year’s gift to cover
tion of Edmonton’s partner region of the Upgreater needs and higher costs of delivering
per Galilee Panhandle in Northern Israel.
programs and services
UJA’s team of canvassers will be calling on
community members through early December, seeking support for the 2018-2019 UJA

UJA Canvasser Training and BBQ

U

nited Jewish Appeal (UJA) volunteer canvassers kicked-off the new campaign season on August 29th with a canvasser training
and BBQ. Guest speaker Karen Parry, Director of Development for the Seattle Jewish
Federation delivered a highly instructive, entertaining and motivational session, giving
canvassers some great new tools for the job
ahead. Drawing from her own experience
growing up in a household that could not afford many extras, she described how scholarships to Hebrew school and camp, funded by
UJA donors, drew her into Jewish community
and put her on a path to a Jewish way of life.
Karen demonstrated to canvassers that compelling Jewish stories, like her own, have the
power to persuade donors to give generously
to UJA. She also reminded canvassers to explain to donors that the cost of Jewish programs and services keep rising, just like the
cost of other basics, creating a need for donors to increase their gifts to keep pace.
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The evening began with a great
kosher BBQ catered by Lauren
Baram. It was like eating at home,
without the work.
The UJA team of 62 canvassers,
under the leadership of Karen
Oshry and Ron Sorokin, is well prepared and positioned for a successful campaign. We are extremely
lucky to have such a large and devoted canvassing team. We learned
during training that Seattle, a Jewish
community more than ten times as
large as Edmonton’s, has only a
couple of dozen canvassers.
When you get a call from your
canvasser, please give generously.
For more information about UJA or
to discuss your donation, please
contact Susan Schiffman, Director UJA Co-Chair Ron Sorokin, Susan Schiffman, Director of
of Development at 780-487-0585
Development, UJA Co-Chair Karen Oshry, Guest Speaker Karen
James, and CEO Debby Shoctor.
ext. 206 or susans@edjfed.org
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From the CEO’s Desk

G

reetings from our new
offices on the first floor
of 10220-156 St! Please
come by and visit us in our
new home. We started off
this Fall with our move
downstairs, to smaller but brighter space. I really think you will enjoy the new, large meeting rooms with windows onto the outside
world. We plan to be in this space until a new
JCC is built. Please have a look later in this
issue and on our website to see the proposed
plans for a JCC to be built on the Talmud Torah School site. The JCC Building Committee
has been working very hard on this project,
under the leadership of Clive Oshry, and have
published all their working papers and plans
on the website. They plan to have a presentation as well as a vote on whether to go ahead
with this project on Dec. 10th at our AGM, so
plan on being there.
Fall also signals the start of our annual
UJA campaign. We started it off with a fabulous evening at the Citadel Theatre. If you
weren’t there, you really missed something, including a riveting speech by Karen James,
President of Vancouver Federation, who was
an athlete at the 1972 Olympic Games in Munich when the Israeli athletes were murdered.
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The entertainment, “From Israel to Broadway”, was also outstanding. Please read about
it in this issue.
Our UJA Co-Chairs, Karen Oshry and Ron
Sorokin, along with Director of Development
Susan Schiffman and myself, have been busy
working on campaign, recruiting canvassers,
assigning and distributing cards, hosting a
Canvasser Training BBQ and Workshop,
planning the opening, a top donors event with
our guest speakers JJ Goldberg and Jeffrey Tobin, and a Doctors’ Networking event. They
have high hopes for this campaign. UJA is the
fuel that keeps our community going, so
please give generously when your canvasser
calls.
Last year’s UJA over-and-above campaign
succeeded in successfully contributing to the
funding of the inaugural Belzberg Professorship in Jewish Studies at the University of Alberta. The University, along with your Federation, completed a successful fundraising
campaign and the Department of Religious
Studies hired Dr. Peter Sabo, as their new
Jewish Studies Professor. He is currently
teaching two classes and a reception was recently held at the Faculty Club to welcome
him and thank the donors. You can read
about that later in this issue as well.
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Our annual Political Wine & Cheese,
takes place on Nov. 29th this year at the Matrix Hotel. Community leadership will meet
our Provincial and City Politicians and gain
some insight as to who you will be voting for
in the next election! Don’t forget that a few
members of our community are running. And
congratulations to our own Paula Simons on
being appointed a Senator!
Our IBP Committee completed another
round of adjudications this year, and you can
find the report in this issue as well. Through
UJA, we were able to help many of our youth
attend Talmud Torah, Camp BB, the Maccabi
games, to go on March of the Living and participate in BBYO. This would not be possible
without your generous contributions. And
don’t forget about the 500 children who receive PJ library books in our community on a
monthly basis, and enjoy holiday programming, all thanks to UJA.
I wish you all the best this Fall, and hope
you have had a good holiday season, and that
the snow holds off just a little bit longer, unlike in Calgary!

Debby Shoctor

CEO
Jewish Federation of Edmonton

Dr. Peter Sabo Appointed to Belzberg Professorship

O

n behalf of the Program in Religious
Studies, we are happy to announce that
Dr. Peter Sabo has been hired as the inaugural Belzberg Professorship Lecturer in Jewish
Studies, for a five-year term commencing July
1, 2018.
Dr. Sabo earned his PhD in Religious
Studies at the University of Alberta in 2017,
under the supervision of Professor Francis
Landy.
Dr. Sabo specializes in the literary study
of the Hebrew Bible. His dissertation “The Lot
Complex: The Use and Abuse of Daughters in
the Hebrew Bible,” explored the shared
themes, patterns, and intertextual links in
biblical daughter stories, and analyzed how
they both affirmed and problematized the patriarchal ideologies of the text. He is also coeditor (with Andrew Gow) of Tzedek, tzedek
tirdof: Poetry, prophecy, and justice in Hebrew
Scripture (Brill, 2018), a Festschrift in honour
of Francis Landy.
Another area of Dr. Sabo’s research involves reception history of the Bible, including

its influence on contemporary culture, politics, and identity. In recent work, he examines
the influence of the biblical blood prohibition
on Jewish, Christian, and "secular" perceptions of animals and eating practices. He is
also co-editor (with Rhiannon Graybill) of the
forthcoming volume "Who Knows What We'd
Ever Make of It, If We Got Our Hands on It?":
The Bible and Margaret Atwood (Gorgias
Press).
This work ties into his broader interest in
method and theory in the study of religion,
which he approaches from social and poetic
perspectives.
Dr. Sabo is an experienced and popular
teacher in the Program in Religious Studies,
having taught classes on Judaism and the Hebrew Bible, theory and method in the study of
religion, and other courses. Peter’s excellence
as a teacher was recognized with a Graduate
Student Teaching Award from the University
of Alberta in 2017.
We are delighted to welcome Peter Sabo
to Religious Studies as the Belzberg Profes-

Dr. Peter Sabo.

sorship Lecturer in Jewish Studies. A reception for donors to the program was held at
the Faculty Club on Sept. 27th. The Faculty
of Arts, the Department of Religious Studies
and the Jewish Federation of Edmonton are
very grateful to all the donors who participated in making this dream a reality.
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The design provides for
flow through traffic, Kosher hot lunches and a
cafeteria style area, which
has been sorely missed at
this school. It will also
provide additional programming space for the
school students and parents – as well as a teen
lounge.
Federation is in the
process of establishing
the Jewish Community
Centre as a separate entity. Upon commitment of
this project this will be
completed, with the vision
of Federation being one
of the tenants of the Jewish Community Centre.
This design may
change prior to submission to the community at
large for approval and no
final decision will be
made without a community approval process.
While there are several items and details that
are yet to be resolved with
Talmud Torah we are optimistic that a win-win can
be accomplished, after all
we are all on the same
team.
See the attached
drawings for more detail.
These will be displayed at
the Jewish Federation Offices, and subsequently at
Talmud Torah. For more
information, please contact Clive Oshry at
clive@integriture.com.
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Our Community, Our Responsibility and Our Future!
BY 2018/19 UJA CO-CHAIRS

50 years, the JewForishoverFederation
of Ed-

monton/UJA has maintained and promoted vibrant and diverse Jewish life
in Edmonton through programs, community organization, and fundraising.
For the 2018/19 campaign year, we hope to continue building on past successes, further enhancing
Jewish life in Edmonton and around the
world. Guided by our Jewish values of Tikkun
Olam and Tzedakah, we will work to raise
$1.1 million. We invite you to join us in sup-

porting this campaign so together, we can ensure a thriving Jewish Edmonton, not only
now but for future generations.
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton/UJA
campaign provides help, assistance and support to members of our community, including
our children, our sick, our elderly, and those
in need. We stand with Israel, and are advocates for Jewish people and Jewish interests
locally, in Canada, and around the world. We
help through support of our local and international agencies here and abroad. We connect Jews and non-Jews to our culture, and
preserve our traditions from generation to
generation, through our youth, Israel, cultural
and educational programming. We do our

best to serve our community, and aspire to
continue doing so.
Please support our Jewish community by
making a gift to the UJA 2018/19 Campaign.
Thank you for your generosity and continued support,
Karen Oshry
Ron Sorokin
2018/19 UJA Co-Chairs

Proposed Federation/Talmud Torah JCC Negotiation Road Map
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Step
Jewish Federation of Edmonton approval of negotiation framework and
roadmap
Talmud Torah Society’s President’s approval of proposed Jewish Federation presentation regarding Road Map and framework at Talmud Torah Annual General Meeting
Jewish Federation of Edmonton President to contact Jewish Federation
Board of Directors to inform them of Jewish Federation of Edmonton
presentation at the Talmud Torah AGM and proposed framework
Annual General Meeting of the Talmud Torah Society
Talmud Torah Society’s President’s approval of the Road Map
Approval of the Road Map by the Joint Negotiating Committees of the Talmud Torah Society and the Jewish Federation of Edmonton
Approval of the Road Map by the Talmud Torah Executive (if TT governance requires this)
Simultaneous meetings of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation
of Edmonton and the Talmud Torah Society for the purpose of approving
the Road Map and Framework
Each party to provide the other with their respective committee members:
Federation: Clive Oshry (Chair), Kevin Swerling, Steve Shafir, Doug
Wolch, Debby Shoctor.
Each party to provide the other with their respective list of relevant negotiation issues
Meeting of the negotiating committees to set out framework for negotiations
Completion of negotiations
Approval by executives of each Society
Approval by the Board of Directors of each Society
Approval by the members of each Society

Deadline
May 2, 2018

Completed
Yes

May 4, 2018

Yes

May 6, 2018

Yes

May 9, 2018
May 9, 2018
May 18, 2018

Yes
Yes
Yes

May 31, 2018

Yes

July 5, 2018

Yes

July 15, 2018

Yes

August 15, 2018

Yes

September 21, 2018 Yes
November 15, 2018
November 20, 2018
November 30, 2018
December 10, 2018
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PJ Library 2018-2019
BY DANI URETSKY

off our PJ year
WewithkickedStories,
Snacks,

and Crafts in the Sukkah
on Sept. 23rd. Thank you to
the Talmud Torah for hosting us in the Sukkah and
thank you to everyone who came out on the
sunny but chilly day. It was great to see so
many new faces. Please keep your eyes out for
a Moms Night Out, and more programming
coming soon.
Today, we have 500 individual children
served with PJ Library subscriptions in our
community, and we couldn’t be happier! This
is a great service for our community, and we
hope to keep building. We would like to welcome our newest subscribers to PJ Library.
Should you wish to subscribe to our Edmonton community and your child is between the
ages of 6 months to 8 years old please go to

HaKol

7

https://pjlibrary.org/enroll-in-a-community?id=209201 to subscribe. However, there
is a cost to these subscriptions. Currently they
are covered by Edmonton UJA and the Greenspoon Foundation, but we would be happy for
individual local sponsorship, if you are interested.
If you are one of our PJ Partners and
would like to plan a holiday-themed program,
please do not hesitate to contact me. We love
having programs with partner organizations,
and bringing the community together.
Sign up your child for a FREE monthly,
Jewish-themed book or CD. Should you have
any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 780-487-0585 ext. 205 or by e-mail
at daniu@ejfed.org This is an opportunity for
engagement not to be missed.
PJ Library Sukkoth Program.

BBYO
BY DANI URETSKY

is the leading pluBBYO
ralistic teen movement

to involve more
Jewish teens in more meaningful Jewish experiences.
aspiring

For 90 years, BBYO has
provided exceptional identity enrichment and
leadership development experiences for hundreds of thousands of Jewish teens.
BBYO Edmonton is made up of one BBG
Chapter (Girls) and one AZA Chapter (Guys).

There are three to five chapter programs a
month including co-ed programs. These programs are planned by other members and
chapter board members. They are supervised
by our excellent team of volunteer advisors,
and our amazing Edmonton City Supervisor
Debra Lipton.
We kick off the year with our Regional
Board Convention where the team gets together to plan and program for the year.
There are 6-8 conventions throughout the

Past-President Ellery Lew, President Steve Shafir, and Justice Rob Graesser
at the UJA Opening Event.

year in Calgary and Edmonton, as well as International Convention in Denver, Colorado.
If you are in grades 9-12 and wish to join
BBYO in Edmonton please contact either
City Supervisor Debra Lipton at debraslipton@gmail.com or Regional Director Dani
Uretsky duretsky@bbyo.org
We look forward to a great 2018/2019
programming year!

Dean Lesley Cormack, Judi Card, and Associate Dean Jane Potentier at the
University of Alberta Donor Reception.
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Hillel Welcomes the New Year
BY SAPIR FELLUS

had a strong start to
Hillel
the year, with our Kick-

off BBQ that was held in
Hawrelak Park in September. Our new student executive welcomed incoming
Jewish students to Hillel, making sure everyone was included and encouraged to participate. As students arrived, they wrote their
"Rosh Hashanah Resolutions" and ate apples
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and honey to celebrate the new year, and later
we listened to the shofar blows from Rabbi
Mendy Blachman. At our Jews & Brews, students came to wind down after class and
meet other Jews on campus; we had a great
turnout, and ended the night with Karaoke at
the Room at the Top. We are going to build
on our momentum and continue having great
events this year such as Shabbat dinners,
Lunch & Learns, and other social events like
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paint nights. Also, like last year, we will come
together with the Edmonton Jewish community later this month and have a Hillel
women’s table at the Great Big Edmonton
Challah Bake, as well as hold our own Shabbat lunch to participate in this global initiative to bring Jews together. Looking forward
to a great new year of Hillel Edmonton!

Birthright

BY TAL TOUBIANA

a very successful
After
early bird registration

day, we are happy to say
that general registration is
now open to anyone who
would like to apply for one
of our winter trips DEPOSIT REMINDER Please keep in mind that in order to be considered for a trip, you must complete ALL
STEPS of the application, including putting
down a refundable deposit. No deposit = no

trip assignment. Birthright has recently partnered with PayPal in
Canada, so all deposits can now be
made in Canadian funds when paying with PayPal, which will now be
$300 CAD.
Are you and your friends ready to
experience the Birthright adventure for yourself?! It takes less than
one minute to SIGN UP for your
FREE TRIP for this winter! Sign up
TODAY at birthrightisrael.com.
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Israel Pavilion Star of Edmonton’s Heritage Festival
BY EDMONTON JEWISH NEWS STAFF

T

he Israel Pavilion hosted by the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton was one of the
beautiful outdoor pavilions showcased at the
Edmonton 2018 Heritage Festival on August
4 to 6 amidst the splendour of Hawrelak Park.
The award-winning Israel Pavilion is one
of the most acclaimed at the annual cultural
festival, having won multiple awards in years
past for superb entertainment and cultural
displays. The pavilion showcased the beauty
of Israel and Israeli culture and featured wonderful performances by the amazing Aviv Israeli Folk Dancers, as well as an extravagant
cultural display and a delicious menu of Middle Eastern cuisine.
One of the highlights at the pavilion was
a very special visit by Alberta Premier Rachel
Notley.
This year the Israel Pavilion won third
place in the arts and culture category.
“The success of the pavilion is a result of
the hard work and dedication of our wonderful volunteers who make this happen
– year after year,” stated Christina Reboh,
Israel Pavilion Chairperson. “Thank you
so much to everyone who participated as
a volunteer and everyone who visited the
pavilion.”
It wasn’t the record-breaking number
seen last year, but organizers of the 2018
Edmonton Heritage Festival were very
pleased with the positive energy and

Israel Pavilion wins third prize for Arts & Culture.

multi-cultural pride celebrated by Edmontonians over the August long weekend at
Hawrelak Park.
Despite issues surrounding road construction near the park, transportation
concerns, and inclement weather, the
event drew close to 360,000 visitors who
came from around Edmonton and across the
continent, to sample the tastes, smells, sights,
and sounds of a diverse array of cultures.
Visitors enjoyed delicious foods, art and
culture displays and amazing dance performances from 100 countries and cultures
at 71 outdoor pavilions, with over 25 stages
throughout Hawrelak Park.

CEO Debby Shoctor, Alberta Premier Rachel Notley, Eddie Yedgarova, President Steve Shafir, and
Michal Shaposhnikov at the Israel Pavilion at the 2018 Edmonton Heritage Festival.

Jim Gibbon, Executive Director of the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association was
thrilled with the success of this year’s Festival.
“The weather on Sunday and Monday
couldn’t have been better,” said Gibbon. “We
are really thrilled that so many people came
out and were able to access the park quickly
and easily.”
Gibbon attributes much of the success to the
new transportation adjustments made in response to road construction, as well as the increased number of people who came to the
Festival by bicycle or on foot.
He thanked the volunteers and the people of Northern Alberta for their amazing support.
“Without volunteers and our amazing cultural communities this event couldn’t take
place,” he remarked.

Gary and Mira Campbell volunteering at the Israel
Pavilion.
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Another Successful Summer at JCC Maccabi for Team Alberta
BY ALEXA STEINER, 2013-2018 MACCABI ALBERTA DELEGATION HEAD

T

eam Alberta Maccabi Games and Artsfest
has returned from a very successful and
fun adventure at the largest ever JCC Maccabi
Games and Artsfest in Orange County, California in early August. 16 teens and 4 chaperones travelled down to California early, to
spend a weekend enjoying the beaches and
all the OC has to offer and then gathered together on Sunday, August 5 with over 3000
other teens from around the globe to mark
the opening of the 2018 JCC Maccabi Games
& ArtsFest.
The JCC Maccabi Games are an Olympicstyle sporting competition held each summer
in North America. Thousands of teens, ranging from 13 to 16 years of age, participate in
the JCC Maccabi Games each summer. JCC
Maccabi ArtsFest is a weeklong summer arts
experience, that is run at the same time as the
games, for creative Jewish teens ages 13 to 17,
featuring workshops in a variety of specialties
with some of the leading artists in each field.
The first North American JCC Maccabi
Games were held in 1982 with 300 athletes.
1997 marked the first time that the JCC Maccabi Games were held simultaneously in six
American cities with 4,400 participating athletes. Since their inception in 1982, the JCC
Maccabi Games have grown from a small pilot project in one host community to an
Olympic-style sporting competition held each
summer in multiple sites throughout North
America. The combined Games are the largest organized sports program for Jewish teenagers in the world. The ArtsFest program was
added a few years ago to include creative
teens in this global opportunity as well.
Today, over 5000 teens participate in the
JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest each summer. The Games are co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Center Association of North
America, Maccabi World Union, Maccabi
Canada, and Maccabi USA/Sports for Israel.
The JCC Maccabi Games and ArtsFest are a
rare opportunity for youth to participate in a
week long adventure with thousands of other
youth from across North America, Great Britain, South America, Poland, Australia and Israel.
This year, the 4 chaperones and our 16
participants, the largest ever delegation from
Alberta, marched in proudly at Opening Ceremonies carrying our Team Alberta banner
and cheering at the top of our lungs. We sang
Hatikvah with the over 9000 people in attendance that night and they lit the torch for
the Games and ArtsFest to officially begin!
Our athletes played on mixed teams with
teens from all over the states and had a blast

Team Alberta at JCC Maccabi Games & Artfest.

doing so. We even brought home a few medals. Calgary’s own Samara Sawyer brought
home a silver medal in U16 women’s softball,
Edmonton’s Leah Campbell and Milana
Lechkevitch brought home silver and bronze
medals in U16 women’s soccer and volleyball,
respectively. Our artists worked hard on their
specialties all week and put on an incredible
final showcase performance highlighting all
their hard work during the week.
As always, the host families were incredible and took a real shine towards our polite
Alberta teens. The host families brought our
kids into their homes and treated them like
family for a week- one was even wearing an
Oilers jersey by the end of the week!
Throughout the week, all of the 3000+
teens in attendance participated in JCC cares,
a tikkun olam project that everyone involved
in JCC Maccabi must participate in. Our teens
were involved in different projects, like listening to a girl with type 1 diabetes, who suffers
from hypo and hyperglycemia. She talked
about how important her service dog is to her
and the program ended with making dog toys
for animal shelters. Others heard from a Jewish U.S. soldier who discussed what being Jewish in the army was like. They then each wrote
thank-you cards to other members of the
army. Other projects included packing toiletries and food for the homeless and those in
need.
JCC Maccabi 2018 was nothing short of
an incredible experience for everyone involved. We are lucky to continue to participate in this global Jewish experience. This

program is extremely valuable for teens from
small communities, like ours in Alberta. The
weeklong event provides an opportunity for
our Alberta youth to get a glimpse into the
larger Jewish world and feel a sense of belonging, fun, camaraderie and Jewish citizenship.
JCC Maccabi is a unique and vital part of Jewish youth programming in our province and
will hopefully be a program offered in our
community for many years to come.
The JCC Maccabi Alberta program is
jointly run and supported by the Calgary JCC
and Jewish Federation of Edmonton and receives generous funds each year from both
the Calgary and Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation, Calgary B’nai
Brith Men’s lodge, as well as private donors.
Without this generous community support,
the program would not exist.
We are already looking forward to next
summer’s Maccabi Games and Artsfest in Detroit!
If your teen is interested in being a part of
the Alberta JCC Maccabi Delegation for summer 2019 or to find out more about JCC Maccabi, please contact:
Barry Pechet
bpechet@cjcc.ca
403-444-3155
Or visit:
http://www.jccmaccabigames.org/
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Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation
BY STEPHANIE HENDIN

Edmonton Jewish
The
Community Charitable

Foundation (EJCCF) helps
people
support
Jewish
causes that are important to
them. The Foundation provides resources to make the community’s vision a reality, working in partnership with donors and striving to ensure the long-term financial security of the Jewish Community.
Earlier this year, the EJCCF distributed
funds to the Talmud Torah, Jewish Family
Services, the Jewish Senior Citizen’s Centre,
JAHSENA, Chabad, BBYO and Maccabi Edmonton - beneficiary organizations that had
successfully applied for available funding.
As chair of the EJCCF, I would like to
thank Michael Paull for his continuing commitment and diligence in assisting with and
marketing the Foundation to the community.
The most recent financial statements show a
balance of over $1 million dollars. In 2018,

we received a new and anonymous Foundation gift of $ 20,000, which was very much
appreciated. Contributions to the EJCCF continue to be received from family and friends
to the various established funds, all of which
further the EJCCF’s ability to grow, and therefore distribute grants in our community today
and in the future.
New and continued support for the
EJCCF can make a difference today and help
to shape the future. Your gift can be made
with:
An outright gift of cash or appreciated assets like stocks, bonds or life insurance policies;
A bequest in your will - the easiest way to
make a gift. You simply state in your will a
dollar amount or a percentage of your estate
to be used for an endowment;
A gift of a new or existing life insurance
policy. By naming the Foundation owner and

beneficiary, you may be able to deduct the
premiums from your taxes;
Pension Plans are subject to significant
tax liability, making them ideal instruments to
use, in whole or in part, to create a fund naming the Foundation as the beneficiary.
For the plan best suited to your personal
situation and charitable objectives we recommend that you consult with your legal and financial counsel and with the Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation. For
further information, email: Stephanie.Hendin@Gmail.com to discuss.
A planned gift to the Jewish community
ensures the perpetuation of your family name
- no matter where or when in the future, you
can be there to help.
As it says in the Talmud, “As my father
planted before I was born, so do I plant for
those who will come after me.”
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the
Jewish Federation of Edmonton,
The Jewish Community Centre of Edmonton, and
The Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation
Will be held on Monday, December 10, 2018 Commencing at 7:00 pm, at
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Lower Auditorium
11916 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alberta
For the purpose of:
Reviewing the financial results for the fiscal year just ended.
Receiving an update on past activity.
Amending the Bylaws of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton.
Amending the Bylaws of the Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation.
Election of the slate of candidates for the Board.
Vote on spending reserved funds for the building of a JCC.
In accordance with the Bylaws of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, the Nominating Committee is giving notice that at the upcoming
Annual General Meeting, there will be 9 vacancies to the Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton, of which 6 are for a 3-year
term (term expiring 2021), 2 are for a 2-year term, and 1 is for a 1-year term, to fill vacancies for the Board of Directors.
On behalf of the Nominations Committee of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton and Chair Ellery Lew, the following is Notice of the slate of
nominations of 8 Directors:
Erin Wright – 3-year term, Clive Oshry – 3-year term, Faren Hochman – 3-year term, Lisa Redmond – 3-year term,
Ivan Steiner – 3-year term, Gil Spanglet – 3-year term, Karen Oshry – 2-year term, Mor Barzel – 1-year term.
Any Member of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton (any individual 18 years of age or older who has made a contribution to UJA between
September 1, 2017 and August 31, 2018 in the sum of at least $18.00, or any one individual 18 years of age or older who made joint
contributions between September 1, 2017 and August 31, 2018 in the sum of at least $36.00) is eligible for nomination to the Federation
Board. Additional nominations must be made by three nominating Members and include the signature of the proposed nominee, who must
also be a Member. Additional nominations may be made in writing and delivered to the Chief Executive Officer (in person) up to and
including November 25, 2018, and must be made by three nominating Members and include the signature of the proposed nominee, who
must also be a member. Please note that the bylaws do not allow for nominations from the floor. All nominations are as set out above.
Any Member who would like to add any additional business to be conducted at the Annual General Meeting may do so in writing to the
Chief Executive Officer. Any request must be endorsed by signature of 20 members.
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