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Jewish Community Centre Announcement

he Jewish Federation Facili-
ties and Infrastructure Com-

mittee is pleased to present the 
Jewish Community Centre pro-
posal to be attached to the Tal-
mud Torah school. The work of 
the Community Facilities Utiliza-
tion Committee was guided by 
the principles of: Transparent 
and Consultative Process, For-
ward Looking and Inclusive, and 
Financially Responsible. All the 
work of this Committee, and the 
entire initiative are available on 
the Federation website. 
Transparent and Consultative 
Process  

This proposal is the culmina-
tion of many years of work by 
Federation which included a sig-
nificant amount of Community 
outreach and stakeholder feed-
back. We reached out to all local 
Jewish organizations, and mem-
bers of the Jewish Commu-
nity.  Many meetings were held 
with Jewish organizations; Feder-
ation also facilitated and hosted 
a series of town hall meetings.  
 

Forward Looking and Inclusive 
The proposed design is 

meant to serve the Jewish Com-
munity as a central gathering 
place. To be the home of the Ed-
monton Jewish Community the 
building must embrace what 
brings us together while respect-
ing and accommodating our dif-
ferences. The facility will have a 
Kosher meat and dairy kitchen, 
be barrier-free and have a gen-
der-neutral washroom. It will pro-
vide office and meeting space for 
Federation and other Jewish or-
ganizations. It will have a hall 
available for Jewish life cycle and 
Community events and various 
programming. The building is 
also designed with a full height 
basement to allow for future 
growth. 
Financially Responsible 

The building was designed by 
Stantec in accordance to the 
Government of Alberta infra-
structure guidelines for commu-
nity buildings. The design materi-
als are of high commercial grade 
with a focus on low long-term 

maintenance costs. As proposed, 
the building estimate is less than 
the amount the Jewish Commu-
nity Centre has from the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the former 
Jewish Community Centre lands. 
We are currently working on the 
operating and capital proforma 
to understand the long-term real-
ity of operating and maintaining 
he building - we are committed 
to ensuring that this facility is 
sustainable for the long term. 
Path Forward 

Federation and Talmud To-
rah have agreed to a negotiation 
roadmap to hopefully conclude 
in time for our AGM in Decem-
ber. The Federation proposal 
serves not only the Community, it 
also adds value to the Talmud 
Torah. In addition to making the 
site the center of the Jewish Com-
munity, it will also improve the 
lives of the students, early learn-
ing children, staff and parents for 
those involved with the school 
daily.  
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President’s Message 
eptember marks the be-
ginning of many things: A 

new Jewish year, a new 
school year, a new fiscal 
year for the Jewish Federa-
tion of Edmonton and the 

launch of our annual UJA campaign. 
I am writing this article on September 16, 

2018. You might ask why this is of signifi-
cance, and I want to tell you. Today would 
have been my grandmother, Suni Silverman’s 
101st birthday (but I am sure she would have 
preferred if I told you all it would have been 
her 91st). I visited my grandmother’s grave to-
day at the Edmonton Jewish Cemetery. Today, 
I also attended the unveiling of a good friend 
of mine, Stevie Schwartzberg. 

Now that you know the significance of the 
date, you might want to know if there is a con-
nection. And to me, there is. While both Ste-
vie and my grandmother are no longer here 
with us, neither will be forgotten by me. They 
form a small group of people who have 
shaped me into the person I am and have 
provided me with goals to strive for in life. 

Besides being the best wife, mother, 
grandmother and cook that I know, my 
grandmother dedicated much of her life to 
teaching children with mental disabilities. Af-
ter she retired from that, she volunteered 
helping children who required additional as-
sistance at the Talmud Torah. She selflessly 
taught those who needed it most. 

Stevie lived his life to the fullest. He was 
always upbeat, always happy, his presence al-
ways uplifted any audience around him. He 
always made the most of every situation, al-
ways looked at everything with a “glass half 
full” attitude, and always made others strive 
to be the best people that they could be. 

In different ways, my grandmother and 
Stevie made the people around them better. 
They used the gifts that were given to them to 
make life as enriching and positive as possi-
ble for others. This is what the Jewish Feder-
ation of Edmonton strives to do too, through 
our partnership with you and from your gen-
erous donations. 

Funds received from our donors benefit 
members of your community. Your UJA dona-
tions go toward providing you with an en-
riched Jewish life in Edmonton.  Your UJA do-
nations help hundreds of people experience 
Jewish life in Edmonton, from the hundreds 
of children who receive funding from the Jew-
ish Federation of Edmonton to go to Talmud 
Torah and Camp BB and attend various 
youth programming events, to the numerous 
Edmonton senior citizens who benefit from 
programming at the Jewish Drop In Centre to 
those most vulnerable in our community who 
obtain assistance from Jewish Family Ser-
vices.  Your donation counts. 

Further, through your UJA donations, we 
are able to plan diverse programs throughout 
the year, including bringing speakers to Ed-

monton. Here is where I am giving a 
plug to the upcoming Goldberg-Tobin 
Debate that will take place at Beth 
Shalom on October 22nd. This 
unique program will try to provide dif-
ferent, interesting perspectives on the 
Jewish community’s divergent views 
on Israel across the political spectrum. 

We are coming up on my first an-
niversary as the President of the Jew-
ish Federation of Edmonton. I am so 
proud of the work that we have done 
and the work that we continue to do. 
I hope that you can see that we try, 
like my grandmother Suni Silverman, 
and my friend Stevie Schwartzberg, to 
enrich the lives of the members of our 
community. One of my main goals 
over this next year is to continue to 
grow the number of people who we 
can touch. 
  
Shana Tovah. 

Steve Shafir 
President 

Jewish Federation of Edmonton 
steves@edjfed.org 
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Dr. Peter Sabo, Erik Seebach, and Ellery Lew at U of A 
Donor reception.  
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UJA Launch Hits all the Right Notes 
BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN 

he 2018 UJA campaign 
got off to a terrific start 

at the Citadel on Septem-
ber 13th with a concert by 
US-based Israeli performers 
Omer Shaish and Tomer 

Adaddi.  Whatever the song – Gershwin mel-
ody, Elvis Hit, Broadway Tune, or Israeli clas-
sic, the duo dazzled the crowd with their 
charm, energy and sheer talent. Omer’s sing-
ing was pitch perfect, rich and beautiful, 
throughout. His lovely rendition of My Yid-
dishe Momma had the ladies in tears. The Cit-
adel’s grand piano has never sounded better 
than when the tremendously gifted Tomer 
Adaddi’s fingers danced across its keys, mak-
ing glorious sounds emerge. The one big 
question:  when are they coming back? 

Guest speaker Karen James, Chair of the 
Board of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Vancouver captivated the crowd with the 
story of her journey from young athlete to 
committed Jewish philanthropist. With tre-
mendous poise, she gave a riveting account of 
how, as a 19-year-old swimmer for Team Can-
ada, she witnessed the atrocities at the 1972 
Munich games. She explained that, after dec-
ades of silence, she finally spoke out about 
what happened at Munich, first in 2006 as co-
chair of the Maccabi Games in Vancouver 
and again in 2010, when she was invited to 
carry the torch for the Vancouver Olympic 
Games. These experiences opened the flood 
gates, leading her on a path to fight for proper 

commemoration of the 
fallen Israeli heroes, to chal-
lenge the anti-Semitism of 
the IOC and to become a 
proud Jew and outspoken 
Jewish community leader. 

Before Karen’s speech, 
guests were served wine and 
a delicious and bountiful 
spread of Israeli appetizers, 
prepared by Catering by Ed. 

UJA Co-Chairs Karen 
Oshry and Ron Sorokin an-
nounced a campaign goal of 
$1.1 million. Funds raised 
will support local Federation 
beneficiaries and commu-
nity programs including Hil-
lel, JCORE, BBYO, Camp BB, 
Talmud Torah School, Jew-
ish Family Services, Holo-
caust Education Programs, 
the Israel Pavilion at Herit-
age Days, and The Edmon-
ton Jewish Film Festival. 
Support will also go to key 
national and international beneficiaries:  
CIJA, JFC-UIA, JDC, JAFI, and Jewish Federa-
tion of Edmonton’s partner region of the Up-
per Galilee Panhandle in Northern Israel. 

UJA’s team of canvassers will be calling on 
community members through early Decem-
ber, seeking support for the 2018-2019 UJA 

Campaign.  Please give generously and con-
sider an increase over last year’s gift to cover 
greater needs and higher costs of delivering 
programs and services  
 

 

UJA Canvasser Training and BBQ 
nited Jewish Appeal (UJA) volunteer can-
vassers kicked-off the new campaign sea-

son on August 29th with a canvasser training 
and BBQ. Guest speaker Karen Parry, Direc-
tor of Development for the Seattle Jewish 
Federation delivered a highly instructive, en-
tertaining and motivational session, giving 
canvassers some great new tools for the job 
ahead. Drawing from her own experience 
growing up in a household that could not af-
ford many extras, she described how scholar-
ships to Hebrew school and camp, funded by 
UJA donors, drew her into Jewish community 
and put her on a path to a Jewish way of life.  
Karen demonstrated to canvassers that com-
pelling Jewish stories, like her own, have the 
power to persuade donors to give generously 
to UJA.  She also reminded canvassers to ex-
plain to donors that the cost of Jewish pro-
grams and services keep rising, just like the 
cost of other basics, creating a need for do-
nors to increase their gifts to keep pace. 

The evening began with a great 
kosher BBQ catered by Lauren 
Baram.  It was like eating at home, 
without the work.   

The UJA team of 62 canvassers, 
under the leadership of Karen 
Oshry and Ron Sorokin, is well pre-
pared and positioned for a success-
ful campaign. We are extremely 
lucky to have such a large and de-
voted canvassing team.  We learned 
during training that Seattle, a Jewish 
community more than ten times as 
large as Edmonton’s, has only a 
couple of dozen canvassers.   

When you get a call from your 
canvasser, please give generously.  
For more information about UJA or 
to discuss your donation, please 
contact Susan Schiffman, Director 
of Development at 780-487-0585  
ext. 206 or susans@edjfed.org

T 

U 

Omer Shaish, “From Israel to Broadway.”  

UJA Co-Chair Ron Sorokin, Susan Schiffman, Director of 
Development, UJA Co-Chair Karen Oshry, Guest Speaker Karen 
James, and CEO Debby Shoctor. 
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