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UJA 2017-18 Campaign Blasts Off at the Citadel 

BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN 
hat was 
that soul-

ful sound blast-
ing from the 
UJA kickoff?  
Was it the sho-

far?  No, it was New York saxoph-
onist Paul Shapiro getting the 
2017-2018 UJA Campaign off to 
a rollicking start on September 
12th at The Club at the Citadel 
Theatre with “A Taste of 
Klezmer, Jewish Jazz and Yiddish 
Swing”. 

Shapiro, accompanied by pi-
anist Jerry Korman, drummer Ja-
mie Cooper and double bassist 
Josh McHan, delighted a sold-out 
house with top-flight, klezmer-in-
spired jazz, mixed with hilarious 
songs about food and other Jew-
ish pastimes. Irving Berlin’s “Co-

hen Owes Me Ninety-Seven Dol-
lars” drew peals of laughter, while 
the Klezmer classic “Second Ave-
nue Square Dance” had guests 
wanting to dance in the aisles. 
The audience gave the band a 
huge standing ovation. 

Distinguished UJA lay leader 
and philanthropist Ann Baidack 
Pava shared her lively and com-
pelling personal story, and of-
fered very wise words to guide 
Federation supporters for the 
coming year. Before Ann’s 
speech, guests were served wine 
and a delicious and bountiful 
spread of appetizers, prepared by 
Catering by Ed. 

UJA Co-Chairs Lisa Redmond 
and Karen Oshry announced a 
campaign goal of $1.1 million. 
Funds raised will support local 
Federation beneficiaries and 

community programs including 
Hillel, JCORE, BBYO, Camp BB, 
Talmud Torah School, Jewish 
Family Services, Holocaust Edu-
cation Programs, the Israel Pavil-
ion at Heritage Days, and The 
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival. 
Support will also go to key na-
tional and international benefi-
ciaries:  CIJA, JFC-UIA, JDC, JAFI, 
and Jewish Federation of Edmon-
ton’s partner region of the Upper 
Galilee Panhandle in Northern 
Israel.  

UJA’s team of canvassers will 
be calling on community mem-
bers through early December, 
seeking support for the 2017-
2018 UJA Campaign. Please give 
generously when you get your 
call.  
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Message from the President 
y articles usually focus 
on the day to day busi-

ness of the Federation. I be-
lieve the details matter. Fed-
eration's goals are lofty and 
broad and I am reminded 

regularly of the challenges Federation faces.  
I realize self-reflection is indulgent.  I am 

nearing the end of my tenure as President so 
it is natural (I assume) to reflect for a moment. 

Usually, there is little time for thoughtful 
reflection.  The Federation calendar is full, 
and new challenges pop up which demand 
action. Our community not only expects that 
of Federation, it needs and deserves it. I have 
spent most of my time as Federation Presi-
dent focussed on accomplishing specific 
goals, responding to specific challenges. I 
have watched as Federation staff and volun-
teers have dedicated themselves to the work 
of the organization.  

Charitable work at its essence is uplifting, 
but those who work for it are not immune to 
the day-to-day grind. The daily work often 
burdens as much as it uplifts. This is true for 
the staff and volunteers in all our community 
organizations. I would therefore like to first 
recognize the staff, acknowledging their effort, 
dedication and commitment. Thank you to 
Debby, Elianna, Susan, Betty, Dani, Tal, Yaara 
and Sapir.  Also thanks to Orna, Daniel, Joey, 
Eli and Jason, with whom I worked previ-
ously.  A vote of thanks is also warranted for 
the staff and volunteers who devote them-
selves to all the organizations in our commu-
nity.  Those thankyous are not from me alone, 
they are on behalf of our whole community. 

Why do all those people dedicate them-
selves to community work?  The reasons likely 
vary.  The common thread is the belief in the 
intrinsic value of community, in particular the 
Jewish community. 

Our grandparents and great-grandpar-
ents brought shtetl ethos with them when 
they settled here. Jewish Community life was 
taken for granted, there was no perceived al-
ternative.  

That is not true today. Community life is 
a choice from an attractive menu of op-
tions.  Those who dedicate themselves to it 

choose to. They recognize that it is valuable, 
essential even.  

The work takes time and energy. But it is 
upsetting to imagine the alternative: a world 
without a strong Jewish community. 

Federation's mission is as follows: 
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton is 

committed to building a strong, vibrant and 
enduring Jewish community in Edmonton, 
across Alberta, in Israel and throughout the 
world by fostering the values, practices and 
traditions that sustain and enrich Judaism 
and the Jewish people. 

Federation is a fundraising organization 
and a programming organization. But it is 
and should be more than that. It is and 
should be a facility of community discussion, 
meeting, decision-making, financial support, 
action and voice.  To achieve all of that is a 
challenge, but one that Federation takes very 
seriously. It is achieving this mission that 
drives the staff and volunteers. 

Our community organizations each play 
essential roles in not just strengthening but 
also sustaining the community. 

The High Holidays approach as I write 
this and the UJA campaign is about to launch. 
Help re-create our community through your 
contributions.  Your financial support makes 
so much possible.  It ensures that Talmud To-
rah is able to provide a Jewish education to 
our youth; that Jewish youth can attend Camp 
BB-Riback and forge strong bonds with peers; 
that Jewish Family Services and the Free 
Loan Society can help those suffering finan-
cial need or difficult life circumstances.  It en-
sures essential Jewish programming, support 
for those in need in Israel, effective advocacy 
of issues of concern to Jews and community 
outreach.  These are not optional. Fulfilling 
these tasks is done in furtherance of our ob-
ligation as Jews, individuals, citizens and com-
munity members.  

Thank you to all of our donors and can-
vassers as well, all of whom make Federa-
tion's work possible. Shana Tovah Umetukah. 

 
Ellery Lew 
President 
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From the CEO’s Desk
his month is a great time 
to talk about the power 

of tzedakah, not just be-
cause we’re in the midst of 
High Holidays, but because 
it is the beginning of the 

2017 annual UJA Campaign. Our campaign 
marketing materials are out, and our canvass-
ers are ready to make their calls.  

The downturn in the economy through-
out the Province, especially in the oil and as-
sociated industries, means that many people 
who are interested in Jewish community life 
feel they cannot afford to fully participate in 
all that our community has to offer. They are 
simply too stretched with rent, groceries, 
transportation and childcare. This is why we 
offer the Integrated Bursary Program, which 
tries to ensure that every child has a chance 
to experience Jewish Life, whether through 
Talmud Torah, Camp BB, BBYO, Maccabi, 
the Asper trip, or March of the Living. 

Judaism, at its heart, is communal. We 
just aren’t meant to “do Jewish” on our own. 
For certain prayers, we need a minyan. For 
certain holidays, we want company in our cel-
ebrations. We are meant to live our lives as 
part of a community.  

But community is made up of individuals, 
and we are all too aware that there is a cost 
to being Jewish. There’s a cost to educate our 
children, to join a synagogue, to access a ser-
vice or join a Jewish program. As people make 
trade-offs in an attempt to make ends meet, 
a growing number of people are making really 
heartbreaking choices about whether they 
can fully participate in community life.  

We can’t afford to lose them. Because if 
they can’t participate, then, quite frankly, 
that’s a fundamental crisis for our community 
as a whole. To be completely honest, there is 
only so much time left for Federation and our 

partners to address these big picture issues in 
an effective way, or we will lose them. And we 
need your help.  

Our ability to remain a strong, vibrant 
community relies on individuals. It relies on 
individuals being connected. And it relies on 
individuals helping each other. That’s where 
you come in.  

Momentum begets momentum, and by 
making your gift early you will inspire others 
to make their gifts early, and together you will 
help put this campaign on a sound trajectory.  

Your gift will extend the reach of Federa-
tion and our partner agencies. Your gift 
doesn’t just support Federation and our pro-
grams, it supports Jewish Family Services, 
Talmud Torah, Menorah Academy, Camp 
BB, BBYO, the Jewish Senior Citizen`s Cen-
tre, and Our Parents’ Home. It also supports 
the offices of organizations housed at the 
JFE, all the programs of the JFE including 

Heritage Days, Yom Hazika-
ron and Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
Kristallnacht, Yom Hashoah, 
and on and on. It also sup-
ports joint programs with our 
other community partners 
like the Synagogues and ser-
vice clubs, and ensures their 
security. 

Your gift keeps the cost of 
Jewish programs and services 
low and funds subsidies for 
people who need them. And it 
funds outreach programs, so 
that non-Jews and politicians 
can better understand Jews 

and Jewish life. Your gift also supports social 
services in our partnership region in Israel, 
like the Hydrotherapy pool, a life-changing 
program for children with special needs, and 
the music program at the community centre 
in Yesod Hamala. 

To help our community, we need our 
community. Every single one of us. The staff 
and I, with our campaign leadership and 
many of our canvassers, have already made 
our campaign gifts in an effort to create the 
momentum I wrote of earlier. Please help 
keep that going and make your gift today. To-
gether, the good we do, is up to you! 

Debby Shoctor, CEO

 

T 

  Volunteers dishing out treats at the Israel Pavilion 

     Dina Apartsin at the bracelet booth        Moreh Ari Sniderman and Rabbi Daniel Friedman 
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High Holy Days Security Message 
BY TAL TOUBIANA 

ith the High Holy Days 
just around the corner, 

I would like to remind us all 
that security awareness 
should remain a priority fo-
cus of planning and prepa-

rations. Facilities should instill a sense of se-
curity consciousness into their organizations 
and maintain appropriate levels of security 
preparedness, particularly during the busy 
High Holy Days period. Advance planning 
with local law enforcement, trained ushers 
and greeters, and situational awareness can 
enhance levels of security while maintaining 
a comfortable and welcoming environment. 
By taking appropriate security measures, syn-
agogues and other organizations can both 
communicate a message of security con-
sciousness and preparedness to congregants 
and guests as well as project an image which 
serves as a deterrent effect. 

Synagogue staff, paid security and volun-
teers should be on the lookout for suspicious 
persons and/or activity around their facilities, 
particularly during services and other gather-
ings. Suspicious activity, persons and vehicles 
should be immediately reported to local law 
enforcement and/or security personnel. 

The Jewish Federation of Edmonton has 
provided grants again this year to our reli-
gious institutions for enhanced security dur-
ing the High Holidays. The synagogues them-
selves are responsible for how they spend this  
 

 
money, and who or what they spend it on. 
Federation is also constantly in touch with 
the Edmonton Police Service to keep abreast 
of security developments in our city, and we 
meet with the EPS and community stake-
holders on a regular basis.  

I encourage you to remain in close con-
tact with the local law enforcement authori-
ties and to include them in your security plan-
ning.  

 

 
May 5778 be a year of health and happi-

ness for you and your loved ones.  
L’shana tovah u’metukah.  

 שנה טובה ומתוקה
Updating your organization’s current se-

curity plan or developing a new one and need 
help, do not hesitate to contact me at 
talt@edjfed.org or (780) 487-0585 ext.204 

	 
JCC Building Update 
The JCC Building Committee, chaired by Clive 
Oshry, has been continuing to work over the 
summer on planning a new JCC for the Tal-
mud Torah Site.  

The work of the Federation JCC Negotiat-
ing Committee continues. A meeting was held 
with representatives from the Talmud Torah 
Board on April 26 at the Talmud Torah 
school to help define the process moving for-
ward. The meeting was very productive. A 
plan with tentative deadlines was established.   

Federation is in the process of hiring an 
architecture/design firm to work with both 
Federation and Talmud Torah to create de-
velopment permit-ready drawings. The pur-
pose of the drawings is to help fine tune what 
is possible on the potential Talmud Torah 
school site, what synergies and limitations ex-
ist, and what construction and future antici-
pated operational costs will be. These draw-
ings will serve as a guide to focus the discus-
sion and negotiations moving forward.  Once 

these drawings are prepared, both the Feder-
ation JCC Building Committee and Talmud 
Torah will have a common frame of reference 
to work with in order to move forward with 
negotiations.   

A deadline of December, 2017 was set for 
the negotiating process. While there was 
some concern expressed that this deadline 
might be optimistic, it was decided that a 
deadline needed to be set to create structure 
and a goal to work towards.  The deadline is 
tentative but, like the drawings, it will help es-
tablish structure and momentum to the ne-
gotiating process. 

Over the Summer, research has been 
done into zoning and bylaw issues and the 
Joint-use Agreement currently in place gov-
erning the land around Talmud Torah, which 
is subject to an agreement involving the City 
of Edmonton, the Edmonton Public School 
Board, the Catholic School Board and Tal-
mud Torah Society. Meetings between the 

Talmud Torah Society and EPSB were held 
over the summer to discuss this, as well as 
other issues. 

Currently, there is a negotiating commit-
tee set up consisting of members of the TT 
Society and Federation. They plan to meet 
over the next few months in order to come to 
an agreement regarding hiring a firm such as 
Stantec to produce drawings, which would be 
a starting point towards resolving the issues 
of what the building will look like, where it will 
be situated on the site, what will be inside the 
building, how much it will cost, and what the 
resulting implications will be of the zoning, 
bylaws and Joint-Use agreement. 

This is a long process, and we appreciate, 
and thank you for your patience as we deal 
with all the many issues concomitant with 
building a large, community building.

W 
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The World Needs More Israel 
BY CHRISTINA TSIPORA REBOH 

ow, more than ever, the world really needs 
to know more about Israel: our diverse, 

beautiful, modern, and inspiring homeland.  
Most people do not explore past the news 
headlines nor get the opportunity to visit, but 
the Edmonton Heritage Festival gives our 
community the opportunity to share the food, 
history, culture, and spirit of Israel with Ed-
monton.   

This year, despite Mother Nature, the 
2017 Heritage Festival set a new record with 
480,000 in attendance over the three days.  A 
great start for the inaugural year as an official 
festival of the International Council of Organ-
izations of Folklore Festivals and Folk Art (a 
partner of UNESCO).  The festival featured 
100 countries, countless fried treats, round-
the-clock performances across 25 stages, and 
of course, your award-winning Israel Pavilion!  

This year the Israel Pavilion committee 
wanted to bring more of Israel to Edmonton, 
more shows, more food, more souvenirs, and 
more stories.  We introduced new items such 
as Hamantaschen, Bamba, Bissili, Halva, 
Spring juices, and Nesher Malt beverage, 
while bringing back bourekas, rugelach, and 
falafel.  Once the taste buds were satisfied, vis-
itors had a feast for their eyes at the stage and 
in the culture tent.  

The Aviv and Shiru HaShir dance groups 
dazzled crowds, rain or shine, with traditional 
and modern dances featuring a variety of cos-
tumes and props.  Sean Sonego accompanied 
the Aviv Dancers for an energetic and fun 
twist, performing classic Hebrew and Israeli 
pop songs.  Both dance groups lead interac-
tive circle dancing after each show.   

After the show, visitors toured through 
the culture tent where they were greeted by 
volunteers eager to share their passion for Is-
rael.  Visitors learned about Israel’s dynamic 
history, creative agricultural sectors, lively and 
modern lifestyle, and our beloved Jerusalem.  
To honor Canada’s 150th Anniversary, the Ca-
nadian Jewish Experience Exhibit was on dis-
play to show Edmontonians the connection 
and impact Jews/Israelis have in the diaspora.  
Many visitors were lucky to get private “tours” 
as volunteers highlighted the main tourist at-
tractions throughout the land.  Of course, no 
trip to Israel is complete without visiting the 
shuk - ours offered custom Hebrew name 
bracelets, Dead Sea lotions, Judaica, jewelry, 
Fiddler on the Roof figurines, scarves, and 
more.  The shuk was busy, and nearly sold 
out!   

Of course, all this was only made possible 
with an army of volunteers. The Israel Pavil-
ion Committee and Jewish Federation of Ed-
monton is blessed to have over 120 volun-
teers dedicated to the Israel Pavilion’s suc-
cess.  The Committee and dance groups work 
nearly year-round to ensure every detail is in 
place, and the festival volunteers bring every-
thing to life!  Our community’s energy and 
passion is acknowledged year after year by the 
Heritage Festival judges.  This year the Israel 
Pavilion was grateful to receive First Place for 
the Culture tent.   

With 2017 barely in the past, a new com-
mittee is being formed for the 2018 Israel Pa-
vilion.  Please contact Christina Tsipora Re-
boh, Israel Pavilion Chair, at cre-
boh@gmail.com, to share your ideas for fu-
ture festivals or to join the committee.  

 

N 

The Israel Pavilion took home the First Place Award at the Heritage Festival for Arts and Culture 

Aviv Israeli Dancers performing at the Israel Pavilion Shiru Ha’shir, Maya Goldberg at the Israel Pavilion 
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UJA Co-Chairs’ Message
e have a vision of vi-
brant Jewish life in Ed-

monton; where our syna-
gogues and Jewish day 
schools prosper; where our 
kids have opportunities to 
build their Jewish identity 
through camps, Israel trips 
and educational programs; 
where there is always a 
helping hand for our poor, 
our sick and our elderly; 

where our Jewish values of Tikkun Olam and 
Tzedakah flourish; where we all stand for Jew-
ish people and Jewish interests locally, in Can-
ada and worldwide. 
 The Jewish Federation of Edmonton is a 
cornerstone of our vision. For over 50 years, 
Federation/UJA has strengthened our Jewish 
community by collective, centrally-coordi-
nated fundraising. It is the only organization 
that supports the many facets of our Jewish 
life here in Edmonton, while also supporting 
Jewish life in Israel and around the world.  
 By supporting UJA, we strengthen the fab-
ric of our Edmonton Jewish Community, and 
at the same time touch so many Jewish lives 
across the globe.  

 Please support us by making a gift to the 
United Jewish Appeal 2017-2018 Campaign. 
 Your gift helps to ensure a bright and 
thriving future, for Jewish at home and 
abroad. 
  

 Remember, the good we do is up to you! 
 Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Lisa Redmond and Karen Oshry 
2017-2018 Edmonton UJA Co-Chairs 

 
 
 

UJA Kickoff  
 
 
 Paul Shapiro has been a mainstay of the 
NY music scene for decades with a serious 
reputation in new jazz and R& B. He has four 
critically acclaimed recordings on the Tzadik 
label and has performed and/or recorded 
with Lou Reed, Michael Jackson, Queen Lati-
fah, Jay-Z, and many others. New York-based 
pianist Jerry Korman has served as Music Di-
rector for The National Dance Institute for 
over twenty years. His work has taken him 
around the world, as well as to Lincoln Cen-
ter, the Kennedy Center, and the White 
House.  

Edmonton-based drummer Jamie Cooper 
has played across Canada and around the 
globe with The Royal Canadian Artillery 
Band, and has performed with musical greats 
such as P.J. Perry, Jim Head, and Peter Ap-
pleyard.  Josh McHan is among western Can-
ada’s most in-demand bassists and a regular 
feature on the jazz scene, playing with such 
Edmonton luminaries as Tommy Banks, PJ 
Perry, Jim Head, and Chris Andrew.  

Ann Baidack Pava is a Past Chair of Na-
tional Women’s Philanthropy at Jewish Fed-
erations of North America (JFNA), Chair of  

JFNA’s Jewish Education Committee, and the 
immediate Past Campaign Chair of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Hartford. A passionate 

advocate of Jewish day school education, Ann 
served as the founding president of the He-
brew High School of New England.  

W 

Debby Shoctor, Lisa Redmond, Ann Baidack Pava, Karen Oshry, Ellery Lew and Susan Schiffman at the 
2017-2018 United Jewish Appeal Edmonton Kickoff Event 

Continued from Page 1 

  Paul Shapiro and his band 
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PJ Library 2017 
BY DANI URETSKY 

e are back and we are 
looking forward to a 

great PJ Library program-
ming year!  
 We would like to wel-
come our newest subscrib-

ers to PJ Library. Should you wish to sub-
scribe to our Edmonton PJ community and 
your child is between the ages of 6 months to 
8 years old please go to https://pjli-
brary.org/enroll-in-a-community?id=209201 
to subscribe. 

 Please join us for our beginning of the 
year Kick-off program – PJ Library Goes Hik-
ing – Sunday October 1st from 10:15 am to 
12:00 pm at Louise Mckinney Park, 9735 
Grierson Hill. We are meeting at the River 
Valley Adventure Co. Cost is $5.00 per per-
son. This will be a guided tour through Ed-
monton’s beautiful River Valley. Please RSVP 
by 28th to daniu@edjfed.org We look forward 
to seeing you there! 
  

 If you are one of our PJ Partners and 
would like to plan a holiday-themed program, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. We love 
having programs with partner organizations, 
and bringing the community together. 
 Sign up your child for a FREE monthly, 
Jewish-themed book or CD. Should you have 
any questions please do not hesitate to con-
tact me at 780-487-0585 ext. 205. This is an 
opportunity for engagement not to be missed. 
 

 

BBYO 2017 
BY DANI URETSKY 

BYO is the leading plu-
ralistic teen movement 

aspiring to involve more 
Jewish teens in more mean-
ingful Jewish experiences. 
For 90 years, BBYO has 

provided exceptional identity enrichment and 
leadership development experiences for hun-
dreds of thousands of Jewish teens.  
 BBYO Edmonton is made up of one BBG 
Chapter(Girls) and one AZA Chapter(Guys). 
There are three to five chapter programs a 
month including co-ed programs. These pro-
grams are planned by other members and 
chapter board members. They are supervised 
by our excellent team of volunteer advisors, 
and our amazing Edmonton City Supervisor 
Debra Lipton.  

 We kick off 
the year with 
our Regional 
Board Conven-
tion where the 
team gets to-
gether to plan 
and program 
for the year. 
There are 6-8 
conventions 
throughout the 
year in Calgary 
and Edmonton, as well as International Con-
vention in Orlando, Florida. 
 If you are in grades 9-12 and wish to join 
BBYO in Edmonton please contact either 

City Supervisor Debra Lipton at debraslip-
ton@gmail.com or Regional Director Dani 
Uretsky duretsky@bbyo.org 
 We look forward to a great 2017/2018 
programming year!

 
J.CORE Young Leadership Program’s Exciting Slate of Events for 2017 
BY YAARA SHABTAI 

.CORE has an enthusiastic 
group of volunteers work-

ing together to develop a 
great programming calen-
dar for the upcoming year. 
We are thrilled to launch 

four innovative programs that will accompany 
us throughout 2017-2018. 
 J.CORE Connects opened our year with 
remarkable success at the Witten LLP offices. 
The attendees enjoyed refreshments and 
drinks after work while networking, and en-
joying magnificent views of the city.  As part 
of this series, we will continue to hold casual 
gatherings at different downtown locations, 
while providing opportunities for social and 
business networking. 
 J.CORE’s Tikun Time is collaborating this 
year with Boyle street Community services, 
which serve, support, and empower people to 
take control of their lives and escape the cycle 

of poverty and homelessness. On September 
17th, in partnership with Temple Beth Ora, 
Beth Israel, Beth Shalom, Pomegranate 
Women and Hillel of Edmonton, we will enjoy 
a presentation and tour of Boyle Street’s fa-
cilities. We are looking forward to November, 
when we start to help this city’s vulnerable 
over the next year. 
 J.CORE Hevr’e (חבר'ה) will begin in Octo-
ber, and will include social events such as 
bowling, golfing, escape rooms, paintball, rock 
climbing, comedy nights, J.CORE fitness activ-
ities, and many more fun gatherings. 
 Last but not least, J.CORE Beyahad (ביחד). 
As part of this series, we will hold meetings, 
lectures and discussion groups on diverse 
topics such as Judaism, parenting, contempo-
rary politics, sustainable living and eco-
friendly lifestyle, to Israeli sing-alongs and eve-
nings of poetry and arts. 

 We are also excited to bring back one of 
our all-time favorites; The Welcome Wagons. 
Please let us know if you know of anyone new 
to town, and we’ll be happy to send them a 
wagon and welcome them into our commu-
nity.  
 Please make sure you check our Face-
book page immediately after the High Holi-
days, for a list and dates of all the events for 
the entire year. Our programs have something 
for everyone. 
 Our wonderful team is growing rapidly, 
but we are always excited to welcome addi-
tional volunteers and board members. For 
more information or to volunteer, please con-
tact Yaara at yaaras@edjfed.org.   
 
 From all of us at J.CORE we would like to 
wish you all Shana Tova u'Metuka v'Chatima 
Tova – שנה טובה ומתוקה וחתימה טובה. 
 

W 

B 

J 

Northwest Canada Region BBYO celebrating Spring Convention at Camp BB Riback 
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Maccabi Games 2017 
BY ALEXA STEINER 

n early August, Thirteen Alberta athletes 
and artists and three chaperones travelled 

to Miami, Florida this past August to take part 
in a life-changing Jewish cultural experience 
with 1500 other Jewish teens from around the 
world and had a blast!  
 Our artists took the stage and performed 
in dance, musical theatre, reporting and im-
prov. Our athletes competed in basketball, 
soccer, baseball, volleyball and hockey. They 
also got to spend the weekend before Mac-
cabi started with Jewish host families in Mi-
ami, showing them the sights and seeing what 
Miami is all about. The teens all had an awe-
some time and many of them already cannot 
wait for Maccabi next summer.  
 I am always so proud to represent the Al-
berta delegation. Our teens are excellent rep-
resentatives of our community, always show-
ing respect, great attitudes and good sports-
manship. I am proud to volunteer my time to 
run this program and I am already excited to 
be working on organizing the Alberta Mac-
cabi delegation for 2018.  
 Next summer, we will be travelling to Or-
ange County, California to participate in one 
of the biggest sets of Maccabi games ever, 
with over 2000 visiting athletes and artists 
from around the world. I'd like to thank the 
Federation and the Edmonton Jewish Com-
munity Charitable Foundation for their con-
tinued support of this program.  
 For more information on the JCC Maccabi 
Games and ArtsFest 2018, please contact 
Alexa Steiner, Alberta Delegation Head, 
alexa.steiner7@gmail.com. 
 

I 

DO YOU WANT TO BE A PART OF

TEAM ALBERTA?
JCC MACCABI GAMES AND ARTSFEST 2018

Orange County, California  |   August 5-10, 2018  |   Open to teens aged 13-17

SPORTS ARTS
Baseball

Basketball
Dance

Ice Hockey
Lacrosse
Soccer

Softball
Swimming

Table Tennis
Tennis

Track & Field 
Volleyball

Culinary Arts
Dance

Improv/ Acting
Musical Theatre

Rock Band
Star Reporter 

Visual Arts
Vocal Music

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Edmonton:   Calgary:
Alexa Steiner   Joel Zimmerman
587-224-2522   403-444-3155
alexa.steiner7@gmail.com   jzimmerman@cjcc.ca 

Visit:
www.jccmaccabigames.org
and www.jccmaccabiartsfest.org

Team Alberta at the 2017 Maccabi Games 
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Edmonton Jewish Youth Programming 
he Edmonton Jewish Community offers many programs for our youth to participate in. Below is an outline and description of these programs. 
If your child is interested in any of these programs, please contact Dani Uretsky at the Federation offices, (daniu@edjfed.org, or (780)487-

0585 x201) and she will put you in touch with the right organization to register with. The Jewish Federation of Edmonton also runs the Integrated 
Bursary Program, which enables all community members to participate in Jewish life regardless of income. She can also provide you with 
information about how to apply. 
 

T  
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Integrated Bursary Program Statistics 2017 
BP has had another successful year, and we 
are happy to report that the process flowed 

much more smoothly this year, the second 
year of the program. Thank you to the IBP 
Committee, made up of representatives of 
Talmud Torah, Camp BB, Jewish Family Ser-
vices, Federation and an Independent Com-
munity Social Worker, as well as Federation 
staff. Thanks to the donors who make it pos-
sible for every family in our community to par-
ticipate in Jewish life. We look forward to an-
other successful year to come. 
 
The total applications received: 
Total: 52 
TT: 36 
Camp BB: 24 
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: 4 
Number of Appeals: 
TT: 11 
Camp BB: 5 
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: 1 
 
Number of Appeals of Appeals: 
TT: 2 
Camp BB: None  
 
Total Asked: 
Total: $300,535 
TT: $230,000 
Camp BB: $63,935 
Asper/Maccabi/BBYO: $6,600 
 
Total Given by all parties after appeals/with-
drawals: 
Total: $197,169 
 
 

 
TT: $150,249 
Camp BB: $42,792 
Asper/BBYO/Maccabi: $4,128 
 
Total Given by Federation: 
Total: $170,581 
TT: $124,000 + $1,753 (from UJA Plus Giv-
ing) 

 
Camp BB: $34,500 + 6,200 (from UJA Plus 
Giving) 
Asper/BBYO: $4,128 
 
Total Given by Other Organizations after ap-
peals/withdrawals: 
TT: $24,496 
Camp BB:  $2,092

I 
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Hillel Edmonton is Back! 
BY SAPIR FELLUS 

hen I was in my second 
year of undergraduate 

studies, I made a decision 
that will ultimately change 
my life. I decided to attend 
a Hillel Ottawa student ex-

ecutive meeting. When I arrived at the meet-
ing, no one knew who I was. I just decided to 
show up to the meeting. And that’s what 
made all the difference.  
 I was always very involved in the Jewish 
community when I was in high school. From 
BBYO to NCSY, to volunteering with the Jew-
ish Community Centre, not being a part of the 
community was never an option for me. But 
when I started university, that suddenly 
stopped being true. With a huge university of 
more than 40,000 people, I felt lost. I spent 
most of my time studying or on the bus, going 
home straight away after my classes.  
 Something was missing. It all felt so dis-
connected and lonely. University suddenly 
seemed to me like a factory of students, eve-
ryone walking around not with a name but 
with a number to identify themselves. It all felt 

depersonalized and generic. I needed a 
change.  
 That first Hillel Ottawa meeting catalyzed 
my involvement for the rest of my university 
career. In those years, I’ve attended 24 Shab-
bat dinners, 12 student executive meetings, 3 
Israeli Wine and Canadian Cheese events, 2 

Chanukah Balls, and countless other events. 
I found my place, and through being involved 
with the student executive, I helped others 
find their place, too. 
 University and college can be an over-
whelming place. We are put in a competitive 
environment, where it seems like the most im-
portant thing is to get the highest mark in the 
class, to get the best internships, work at the 
most prestigious laboratories and graduate 
with that piece of paper in your hand. And 
those things are definitely important. But I 
would say that amidst all of that noise, we 
need a space to be ourselves, a space to build 
ourselves, a space to celebrate ourselves.  
 That’s where Hillel comes in. 
 I’m here as the Hillel Edmonton director 
not only to find Jewish students and give them 
those experiences—the Shabbat dinners, the 
social events, the holiday celebrations—but to 
inspire them to get involved themselves. In to-
day’s world, it is so important to recognize 
that we need a community to thrive. Not to 
mention that to make yourself stand out post-
university, you need to show that you’ve in-
vested yourself in your community.  
 In Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sack’s wise 
words, “Community is society with a human 
face—the place where we know we’re not 
alone.”  
 I look forward to working with students 
about things they care about, and building a 
space for them to celebrate and be celebrated 
for their Judaism.  
 If you want to get involved with Hillel, 
please reach out! That first step might be the 
one that makes all the difference.  
 Like our page “Hillel Edmonton” on Fa-
cebook to stay up to date on all our exciting 
events! E-mail Sapir at sapir@edjfed.org.  

W 

Hillel Edmonton Welcome Back BBQ 
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Birthright-Taglit 
BY TAL TOUBIANA 

 record-break-
ing number of 

North American 
applicants took 
part in Birthright-
Taglit this summer. 

According to data released by the or-
ganization, the Birthright-Taglit pro-
gram, which brings young Jewish 
adults from the Diaspora to Israel on 
free, 7-10 day educational tours of 
the country, said it sent a record 
number of participants during the 
summer trips, 34 participants from 
Edmonton alone.  
 Birthright-Taglit is an organiza-
tion that provides free, 10-day dias-
pora-heritage trips to Israel for young 
Jewish adults between 18 and 27 
years old. Taglit is Hebrew for discov-
ery and this is the ambition of the or-
ganization: providing young Jewish 
people with an opportunity to dis-
cover their socio-cultural Jewish her-
itage. Taglit Birthright aims at ensur-
ing the future of the Jewish people by 
strengthening their Jewish identity via 
an educational trip and fosters the 
understanding and identification of 
the participants with Israel, its people 
and the culture. Since its foundation 
in 1999, over 500.000 young people 
have partaken in a Birthright trip.   
 TRAVEL ALERT! Winter regis-
tration for CIE: Birthright Israel is 
NOW OPEN! Do something different 
this winter break and go to Israel for 
FREE! Visit http://bit.ly/2wDNVGI to 
register and complete your applica-
tion asap to guarantee your spot on 
a trip! Immerse yourself in all things 
Israel this winter break! From the 
food to the beaches, the music and 
the people! 
L'Shanah Haba'ah B'Yerushalayim, 
Shanah tovah u’metukah, 
 שנה טובה ומתוקה 
 For more information please 
contact Tal at talt@edjfed.org or 
(780) 487-0585 ext.204 

 

A 
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