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Israeli Wine Meets Canadian Cheese in 2019
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The Jewish Federation of Edmonton, together with Calgary Jewish Federation, CIJA and CJPAC, hosted our annual Wine & Cheese with Provincial politicians in November.

Edmonton mourns after the Pittsburgh shooting
BY DEBORAH SHATZ – EDMONTON JEWISH NEWS

O

n Saturday October 27, a
gunman entered the Tree of
Life
Congregation
in Pittsburgh and killed 11 people,
wounding six others. It was the
worst recorded anti-Semitic act
in American history. In killing 11
Jewish worshippers, he also
struck at the heart of the worldwide Jewish community – and
other faith-based communities
as well.
The Jewish world was heartbroken at the senseless racist

brutality and the rest of the world
shared in the loss and offered
condolences, support and love.
Jewish communities across
North America grieved and coordinated community memorial
services to pay tribute to the victims and stand in solidarity. In
Edmonton, a memorial service
was held at Beth Israel Synagogue that attracted close to 500
people of all backgrounds, races
and religions.

Edmonton Jewish Federation
President Steven Shafir said,
“We’ve come together tonight to
remember the victims of a heinous anti-Semitic attack. I want
to reach out and thank all those
people within our community
who have offered their support
and comfort. I am grateful to the
Edmonton who have reached out
to us and been proactive in ensuring us that there is no increased risk at this time; this has
been very comforting.

“I’d also like to thank the City
of Edmonton for their announcement that tonight the High Level
Bridge will be lit in blue and
white to remember the victims of
the Tree of Life Synagogue
shooting. Thank you to all the
dignitaries who have attended
this service tonight; we are very
fortunate to live in a country that
gives unwavering support.”

Continued on Page 7
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President’s Message

I

am writing to you all on the
heels of our most well-attended AGM in recent history. I want to thank all of
you who made it a priority
to come out to hear about
what we have been doing over the past year
and to take part in our long-awaited vote on
building a new JCC.
The end of last year was a whirlwind for
the Jewish Federation of Edmonton. We had
a lot of programming and there was a lot of
activity in the community. In late November,
community leaders spent the day on the legislature grounds meeting with both Alberta
government members and opposition members to discuss issues of concern to our community, including but not limited to senior’s
care, Holocaust education, Jewish education,
security and genetic discrimination. We look
forward to continue to work with the Government of Alberta on these files throughout the
upcoming year.
Shortly after our meetings with the Government, the Jewish Federation of Edmonton,
together with the Calgary Jewish Federation
and our advocacy partner, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, and CJPAC, hosted a
wine and cheese for MLAs, their staffers and
City of Edmonton council members. It was a
very well attended event where we were able
to solidify some of the relationships we have
with our elected officials.
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Together with our Member of the Legislative Assembly, Lorne Dach, we have been soliciting names for a petition to get the Government of Alberta to name May “Jewish History Month” on an annual basis. If you are interested in signing the petition, please contact
the Federation offices. We need 3000 signatures, and while we are well on our way to
getting them, we have a far way to go.
There were so many other important
events over the past number of months. Too
many to discuss here. Your Federation staff
were hard at work, with PJ Library programs,
Kristallnacht commemorations and Remembrance Day. The Federation staff, on short order, also played a pivotal role in putting together a memorial service at Beth Israel for
the Pittsburgh Massacre. Our community
came out in numbers, and we were honoured
with the attendance of many members of the
general community who came out en masse
to support us at a troubling time. From that
event, we have been fostering some multifaith relationships that we may result in some
interesting programming over the coming
year.
Much is written in this month’s article
about the Jewish Community Centre, so I am
not going to dive into it in much detail. What
I do want to reiterate is that the community
has voted to proceed with building the Centre. We need to start raising funds in order to
proceed. We also need volunteers to make
this happen. Without both funds and volunteers, we will not be able to build. So, I am
asking all of you who were so passionate
about this project to contact us and volunteer
your time to make it happen.
This past year, my first as President, has
been full of ups and downs. I want to thank
the Board of Directors and the Executive for
all of their hard work over the last year. I want
to also take this time to thank a group of people who have provided me with advice and
have been a sounding board when I’ve
needed some support or guidance – Past
Presidents Len Dolgoy and Marshall Shoctor,
as well as Stacey Leavitt-Wright, Irv Kipnes
and Sharon Marcus. I would also like to thank
the dedicated staff of the Federation for their
hard work, and especially to Debby Shoctor
for all of her hard work and dedication to our
community.
I am looking forward to a great 2019 for
the Jewish community.

Steve Shafir

Jonathan Tobin, Steve Shafir and JJ Goldberg at the
Goldberg-Tobin Debate.

President
Jewish Federation of Edmonton
steves@edjfed.org

HaKol
Volume 6, #2
HAKOL is a free publication of The Jewish
Federation of Edmonton, published three
times per year and mailed to community
households.
Address corrections requested.

MAILING ADDRESS
#100, 10220-156 Street,
Edmonton, AB
T5P-2R1
www.jewishedmonton.org

EMAIL CONTACT
info@edjfed.org

EXECUTIVE PUBLISHER
Steven Shafir

PUBLISHER
Debby Shoctor
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Tal Toubiana

EDITOR
Elianna Lisan
PRINTING AND DESIGN
Top Shelf Analytics Inc.

FEDERATION BOARD MEMBERS:
Steven Shafir, Ellery Lew, Shane Asbell,
Dr. David Eisenstat, Mor Barzel, Clive Oshry,
Lisa Miller, Dr. Cheryl Goldstein,
Lisa Redmond, Rachel Miller,
Dr. Ivan Steiner, Faren Hochman,
Adam Zepp, Sarah Troster, Karen Oshry,
Doug Wolch, Ron Sorokin, Dr. Erin Wright,
Gil Spanglet
We have attempted to be as correct and
current as possible in our content, however
please excuse any errors or unintended
omissions.
No information contained herein may be
copied or re-distributed, in whole or in part,
without the prior written approval of the
Publisher.
© Copyright Edmonton, AB, 2019

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG

JANUARY 2019

From the CEO’s Desk

T

his has been one of the
busiest years I can remember, both as CEO and
as a former volunteer. After
last year’s December AGM,
we were thrilled to be able
to host a Righteous Gentile presentation here
in Edmonton with the help of Israeli Consul
General Galit Baram, at Beth Israel Synagogue, where we presented local resident
Harty van Engelen with the Righteous Among
the Nations Award, an event we have not seen
happen in Edmonton for 30 years. We then
held a very successful Holocaust Education
Symposium with our beloved Eva Olsson, and
took her to Strathcona High School. Both
programs were very well-received, as they always are. Over Passover, JCORE held their
first Seder at the Fantasyland hotel, attended
by nearly 100 people. In April, for the first
time, we held the Yom Hashoah ceremony indoors at the Federal Building on the Legislature Grounds, within sight of the Holocaust
Memorial. This was a welcome change for our
older members and survivors, who have suffered in recent years outdoors from the inclement weather. We thank Minister of Culture Ricardo Miranda and his staff for making
that happen. We also thank our Holocaust
Education Committee, under Chair Shane
Asbell, as well as Dani Uretsky, who staffs that
committee. We also held our third annual
Good Deeds Day, chaired by Cheryl Goldstein,
assisted by her committee and staff member
Elianna Lisan, which was a great success,
benefitting the Food Bank and Youth Emergency Shelter. IBP adjudications took place
shortly after that, and I would like to thank
our IBP Committee, under chair Lisa Miller,
and staff Elianna Lisan, for their efforts on
that. We reviewed 50 applications and gave
out 19 scholarships to Camp, 34 to Talmud
Torah, and three to March of the Living, Maccabi and BBYO.
In May, the March of the Living left for Poland and Israel, led by Deb Lipton, our BBYO
City Supervisor. Five kids from our community had a once-in-a lifetime trip, thanks to
this program. They were in Poland for Yom
Hashoah, and Israel for Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 70th anniversary and a spectacular celebration. Here at home we celebrated Yom
Ha’atzmaut at Fort Edmonton Park, in a wonderful event enjoyed by everyone, and chaired
by Yaara Shabtai, assisted by Staff member
Tal Toubiana. Yom Hazikaron was celebrated
for the first time at Temple Beth Ora, thanks
again to Yaara and Tal. Close on the heels of
that came the 22nd annual Edmonton Jewish
Film Festival, held over two weeks at the
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Landmark Cinema Downtown. This annual
event is looked forward to by a large number
of our community, and is a fundraiser for our
P2G program, which sends students on an exchange to Israel each year. Thanks to Sam
Koplowicz for chairing this event, and his entire Committee, along with Susan Schiffman,
who work so hard on this event each year. In
the summer, we sent 36 students on Birthright Israel trips, a joint US-Canada-Israel program which offers young people their first
taste of Israel. This year, they raised the age
limit to 32, which allowed more people to go.
At the end of summer, it was again time
for the Heritage Festival, which has hosted
the Israel Pavillion for over 35 years which
featured the Aviv Dancers performing, and we
had cultural displays and sales of Judaica, offered your name in Hebrew bracelets, sold falafel and bourekas. This year, we again won an
award – third place for Arts and Culture.
What was different is that our Premier, Rachel Notley, visited our tent – this was the first
time a sitting Premier has visited our tent, and
everyone was thrilled to welcome her. Thank
you to Christina Reboh for chairing this event
for the past several years, and all those who
volunteer. Later that month, the Maccabi Alberta Delegation left for Orange County under the guidance of Alexa Steiner, and three
other chaperones; the 16 participants had an
awesome time at the Maccabi Games and
Artsfest. This was Alexa’s last games, so we
sincerely thank her. This year, the program
will be run out of Calgary.
In the Fall, we marked the completion of
our U of A Campaign to fund a professorship
in Jewish Studies in the Faculty of Arts. We
successfully raised over $600,000 to fund a
five-year term for a new professor, and the
Faculty hired Dr. Peter Sabo for the Belzberg
Lectureship in Jewish Studies. This was announced and celebrated at a gala evening at
the Faculty Club. Thank you to Past-President
Ellery Lew and all those who contributed, and
made this possible.
In the Fall, JCORE and Hillel start up
again after taking the Summer off, and we are
very fortunate to have Yaara Shabtai and Sapir Fellus heading up these two younger divisions of Federation. They do an excellent job
and host many interesting programs throughout the year, including a new program of
JCORE this year, the B’nai Mitzvah class. Fall
is also the start of our UJA campaign, the lifeblood of this organization. This year, we were
fortunate to have Karen Oshry and Ron Sorokin as UJA Co-chairs, supported by Susan
Schiffman, our Director of Development, and
Elianna Lisan, our Database Manager and

3
IBP administrator. We started off with a Canvasser Training BBQ at our offices, at which
Karen Parry, the Director of UJA for Seattle,
gave us some inspiring words. The Opening
event held at the Club at the Citadel featured
Israeli singer Omer Shaish and pianist Tomer
Addadi in “From Israel to Broadway.” It was
one of the most well-received programs we
have had in recent years. Other Campaign
events this year included a dinner for top donors before the “Goldberg-Tobin Debate” and
a Doctors’ Networking event held at the home
of Dr. Erin Wright and Stacy Leavitt-Wright.
At that event, Dr. Israel Amirav gave a very
interesting talk about his work in the Congo.
The Goldberg-Tobin Debate was very well-attended and very interesting for those in the
community deeply interested in Israel and
Jewish affairs. We also held a telethon at our
offices, manned by Hillel and BBYO students,
who did a fabulous job of getting a large
group of cards done who we did not have canvassers for, so thank you to all who participated in that.
We also moved our offices from the second floor of our building to the first this year,
which was a huge job. I commend all the staff
and tenants for pitching in, along with the
movers from Highland, telephone people
from TST West and IT people from Ekota.
Shortly after that, we unfortunately had to
deal with the aftermath of the Pittsburgh
shooting. Despite the chaos, the community
managed to put together a memorial service
at Beth Israel, which we helped to organize,
and which was very well-received and attended by both the Jewish and General communities. Right after that we held a number
of meetings of the JCC Building Committee
and the JCC/TT Negotiations Committee to
get ready for the Town Hall on Nov. 26th, at
which the plans for a new JCC in the West
End were presented and discussed – more on
that later in this meeting. But an awful lot of
work was put into that project this year,
headed up by Committee Chair Clive Oshry,
President Steve Shafir, and members from
both organizations, so thank you to them for
their huge commitment to this project.
Most recently, we held our annual Wine
& Cheese with Provincial politicians at the
Matrix Hotel, and had private meetings with
them during the day prior along with CIJA and
Calgary Federation members, thanks to those
who attended. And the P2G exchange students from Israel just left after another successful visit to our City hosted by Ivan Steiner
and his committee, assisted by Tal Toubiana.

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG

Continued on Page 4

4

JCC Building Committee Report
BY CLIVE OSHRY

would like to thank all
Ithose
who came to the

AGM and JCC vote on December 10, 2018. I appreciate the support and sincerely appreciate the kind
comments given to me at, and after the meeting. Federation membership voted in support
of the proposal in greater numbers than the
required two thirds. This empowers the board
of Federation to move forward with entering
into an agreement with Talmud Torah and to
spend the $5.4 Million proceeds of the sale of
the former Jewish Community Centre lands
towards this project. We are still negotiating
the details with Talmud Torah and the final
agreement is subject to approval by the
boards of both Federation and the Talmud
Torah.
If you were unable to attend, you probably
would like to know the highlights of the meeting, the vision for the proposed Jewish Community Centre and the proposed partnership
with Talmud Torah.
Members of Federation are voting members of the Talmud Torah Society. Some people completed their Talmud Torah ballots
and then left after the Federation meeting.
While the Talmud Torah vote also passed
more than the required two thirds majority
the by-laws of Talmud Torah do not allow for
proxy votes and the vote was annulled. Talmud Torah has called for another vote February 11, 2019 7:00 pm at the school. Please
come, your vote is critical.
The vision for the JCC:
The community engagement and town
hall meetings over the past six years has informed and shaped the vision of the facility.
The vision is that the Jewish Community Center will be the central gathering place for the
Edmonton Jewish Community. It is also forming a partnership with Talmud Torah which
will allow the community use of their facilities.
This will strengthen Talmud Torah, Federation and the entire Jewish community - this is
Continued from Page 3

Other things that took place throughout
the year included PJ Library holiday celebrations and programs held jointly with other
community organizations, many Board and
Executive meetings, our annual Chanukah
meeting with Archbishop Smith, quarterly
meetings of the Jewish Community Relations
Committee of the Edmonton Police Service
and the Chief’s Advisory Committee, thanks
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a real win-win-win. In the
partnership Talmud Torah has agreed to share
their facilities, which includes their gym, locker
rooms, class rooms and
fields with the JCC if there
is no conflict with the normal school operations
during the school year.
They are also giving up
two classrooms in order to
make the social hall an effective and useable space.
The Community will
get a hall that can host life
cycle events: Seating for
170 at round tables and
300 theater style. There
also is the potential for a
synagogue to call this Community members gather for a Town Hall Meeting at Talmud Torah to discuss
their home, as well as the proposed JCC.
physical recreation, clasSustainability:
ses or any potential event you could imagine
We must ensure the building is financially
occurring in a community hall. The proposed
sustainable.
While we currently have enough
plan is for a meat and dairy Kosher kitchen,
funds
to
cover
the cost of construction, we
a youth lounge, and a potential "community
have will have to ensure sufficient funds for
living room" at the front of the hall. The secthe long-term maintenance of the building.
ond floor will be home to Federation and
The vote passed with the additional requireother Jewish agencies. There will be two
ment to raise one million dollars towards a
boardrooms for eight and ten people that can
facility sustainability fund. This would provide
be combined to 18 with a movable wall.
approximately $40,000 per year towards long
There are extra offices and meeting rooms for
term care of the building, on an indefinite bafuture expansion. We are proposing two basesis. While we still need to sort out a potential
ment(s) in the current design plan for future
capital campaign, we have already seen a sigstorage, expansion and flexibility.
nificant interest in this project and have reIn addition to becoming the central
ceived pledges for approximately 25% of the
gather place of the Jewish Community, Taladditional funds required.”
mud Torah will receive several benefits. They
I ask again, please attend the re-vote at
will get access to a Kosher kitchen, and the
TT on February 11th and If you have any
hall can become their communal lunch room.
questions, feel free to contact me.
The addition of 40+ parking stalls and improved child drop-off flow through as well as
improved security and the addition of air-conditioning.
to Tal Toubiana and the members who attend these meetings along with myself; three
separate anti-Racism meeting which I attended hosted by three different levels of government, numerous meetings with the Hate
Crimes Unit, Interfaith groups, and politicians, our launching of an initiative to get May
declared Jewish Heritage Month, and another
recognizing 130 years of Jews in Alberta.
In conclusion, I would like to thank our
entire Executive, Board, Committee Chairs

and members and the Staff, for all of their efforts, and for making this year a memorable
one for us all. I would especially like to thank
Betty Koss, who has served as our Financial
Officer for over 20 years, and who will be retiring from us this year, as we welcome Jennifer Brownridge to our team. Thank you,
Betty, we will miss you always!

Debby Shoctor

CEO
Jewish Federation of Edmonton
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Partnership Together (P2G) Updates

BY DR. IVAN STEINER, CHAIR, EDMONTON P2G & REBECCA ASBELL, CHAIR, GESHER CHAI CANADA COAST TO COAST

P

2G is a joint Israel-Diaspora partnership
program. In our case, it twins the Upper
Galilee with the Jewish community in Edmonton. The program here in Edmonton works
under the auspices of the Jewish Federation.
A steering committee, composed of volunteers, runs the program. The Federation allots
funding for endeavours that enhance the ability of young people in the two communities to
get to know each other. It is also funded by
the Edmonton Jewish Film Festival. Most recently, it funded the visit of an Israeli delegation.
Late in the evening of Sunday, December
2nd, a group of us from the Edmonton Jewish
community gathered at the international airport to welcome eight Israeli high school students, two teachers and a principal, from our
twinned region in the Upper Galilee. The
group came to Edmonton on a nine-day visit
during Chanukah, with the goal of understanding how we live our Jewish life here in
Edmonton, and to develop lasting bonds.
The visitors were billeted with welcoming
families from our community. After meeting
their billet families and receiving some welcoming gifts at the airport, everyone headed
home, though the night would not have been
complete without the Israelis witnessing a
quintessential Edmonton snowstorm. They
got quite a kick out of it, as they hardly see
snow.
On Monday, the guest students went with
the host students to school to experience a
typical Canadian school day. The Israeli
teachers went to Talmud Torah to interact
with their Edmonton counterparts. The guest
teachers and the P2G local committee were
invited for a wonderful dinner and Hanukah
candle lighting at the Asbell’s home.
To give the Israelis a real Edmonton experience, there were day trips planned to various local venues as well. Tuesday, they visited
the Telus World of Science Centre and were
taken on a guided tour. It was an excellent
visit, much enjoyed by all. In the evening, they
experienced “Chanukah on Ice”; where they

Three of the Israeli visitors, Noa Tsafrir, Hadas Aloni and Gabi Averboch, with Leah Campbell from Edmonton.

were ice skating at WEM Ice rink to Chanukah music and reciting the blessings on the
lighting of the menorah at Centre Ice.
On Wednesday, December 5th, the local
P2G committee organized a day trip to visit
multiple stops representing the Jewish community in Edmonton. The trip included a stop
at Talmud Torah, Beth Israel, Temple Beth
Ora and Chevra Kadisha, Beth Shalom, Beit
Horim, The Jewish Drop In Centre, as well as
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton. At the
Federation, the visitors were welcomed by
Debby Shoctor and she gave a presentation
on the role and functions of the Federation.
Also on Wednesday, our guests were entertained with an Edmonton Oil Kings hockey
game, thanks to a generous donor from our
community.
Thursday and Friday were spent at Talmud Torah, where the visitors participated in
classroom activities. The evening of Shabbat
was spent at the Beit Horim, to celebrate Chanukah, with the Temple Beth Ora congregation, and Saturday morning everyone went to
Temple Beth Shalom for Shabbat services.
That afternoon the students spent time at
the BBYO convention that was occurring that

weekend and had more of an opportunity to
create relationships with teens from our community. By the time Sunday rolled around, it
was time to go see Edmonton’s greatest attraction and frolic at the West Edmonton
Mall Water Park, thanks again to one of our
generous donors.
Monday was a day of rest and final experiences with their host families and on Tuesday morning the group boarded the plane to
head back to their homeland. Overall, the trip
was a great success. The teens bonded with
their host families, experienced a lot of what
our beautiful city has to offer, and gained an
understanding of what life is like for Jews in
the diaspora.
“It’s amazing how well we connected in
such a short amount of time,” said Leah
Campbell, one of the six Edmonton participants. “I loved spending time with our Israeli
pen pals and getting to know them. I can’t
wait to reconnect with them this summer!”
Thank you to the Jewish Federation of
Edmonton for making this program possible

little. A special thank you goes out to Yaara
Shabtai and Karen Scheinman for helping
make that night a very special evening. Thank
you to Bliss Baked Goods and Café Levi for
providing kosher food for those who require
it. Look for our next big program, a PJ Purim
Party, coming in March!
Once again we would like to welcome our
new PJ subscribers. Should you wish to subscribe to Edmonton community if your child

is between 6 months to 8 years old please go
to www.pjlibrary.org
NEW PROGRAM! Introducing PJ OUR
WAY! If your child is between the ages of 911 please sign them up for free chapter
books. Please visit www.pjourway.org/canada.
Should you have any questions please do
not hesitate to contact me at 780-487-0585
ext. 205.

PJ Library 2018
BY DANI URETSKY

December
On3 , Monday,
2018 PJ Library, tord

gether with JCORE celebrated Chanukah at the
Westridge Wolf Willow
Community League. It was
a cold evening but our hearts were warmed
by the glowing lights of the participant’s
unique homemade menorahs. We ate, we
laughed, and some may have even danced a
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2018/19 UJA Campaign Report
BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN

has
TheonceUJAagainCampaign
received ex-

traordinarily generous support from all corners of Jewish Edmonton. In spite of
the challenges of a weak
economy and changing demographics, we will
come very close to meeting our goal of raising
$1.1 million.
With the success of the Campaign, The
Jewish Federation of Edmonton will once
again be able to invest in programs and services that engage, enrich, and inspire our
Community. We will share our culture and
heritage through The Edmonton Jewish Film
Festival, Yom Ha’atzmaut, and the Israel Pavilion at Heritage Days. PJ Library and Holiday Programming will connect our children to
our stories and traditions. We will fulfill our
promise to remember the Holocaust, through
educational programs in Edmonton high
schools and commemorative ceremonies on
Kristallnacht and Yom HaShoah.
UJA dollars will awaken young hearts and
minds to Judaism and Israel, through bursaries to Talmud Torah, Camp BB Riback,
BBYO, The Asper Program, March of the Living, and Maccabi Games. Our neediest members will continue to receive support through
Jewish Family Service’s bereavement, resettlement, and advocacy services.
In Israel, UJA funds will support projects
in our partner region in the Upper Galilee and
will help new immigrants find homes and
jobs. Around the globe, we will bring food,
medicine and shelter to vulnerable Jewish
communities in dozens of countries.

Omer Shaish & Tomer Adaddi.
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In the wake of the Tree of
Life Synagogue massacre, we
will continue our strong advocacy efforts, fighting AntiSemitism and defending our
community interests at the local and national levels. Community security will remain a
priority, as we work closely
with law enforcement officials; provide security training
and consulting to the leadership of our schools, synagogues and partner organizations; and offer grants to synagogues for security on High
Holidays.
We extend our deep gratitude and warmest thanks to
our UJA co-chairs Karen UJA Co-Chairs Ron Sorokin, Karen Oshry and Vancouver President Karen
Oshry and Ron Sorokin, James with Susan Schiffman and Debby Shoctor at the UJA opening.
whose leadership, commitment and enthusiasm made the Campaign a
and build for the future, we must grow our
success.
campaign. Rising prices keep driving up the
We would also like to thank our incredicost of the programs and services we fund. At
ble team of volunteer canvassers for their outthe same time, we continue to lose keys gifts
standing work. They are the engine that
each year, as community members move
drives the UJA Campaign, tackling their asaway and pass away. If we want to sustain our
signments with great enthusiasm and utmost
Jewish way of life in Edmonton, current doprofessionalism. The team includes several
nors must increase their gifts, and new donors
new members, as well as the experienced canmust be found.
vassers whom we rely on from year to year.
Please help us to keep our Jewish comWe are truly grateful to each and every one of
munity vibrant, strong and safe. Get involved.
them.
Make a gift. Attend an event. Volunteer. ParMost importantly, we give our profound
ticipation will enrich your lives while improvthanks to the hundreds of donors whose gening the lives of Jewish people in Edmonton
erosity and commitment to our Edmonton
and around the world.
Jewish Community and to Jewish people eveTo make a gift or become more involved,
rywhere are unparalleled. Your support of Edplease contact Susan Schiffman at 780-487monton UJA allows profound advances and
0585 x 206 or at susans@edjfed.org.
strategic allocations that transform Jewish
lives at home, in Israel and across the
globe.
With the 2018/19 Campaign drawing to a close, we begin to look towards
the upcoming 2019/20 UJA Campaign.
Building on the tremendous success of
last year’s Israel –themed kickoff concert featuring Omer Shaish and Tomer
Adaddi, we hope to bring you another
inspiring event to open the campaign
season. We will continue to work to engage the younger generation, giving
them opportunities to assume leadership roles on our Board and committees, and involving them as UJA canvassers and donors. Yet, to continue to support this community at current levels
Past President Ellery Lew, President Steve Shafir and
Justice Rob Graesser.
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Pittsburgh Memorial in Edmonton
Continued from Page 1

Many dignitaries were present at the service including Mayor Don Iveson, MLA Ricardo Miranda, Minister of Culture, MLA
Lorne Dach, MLA Richard Feehan, Alberta
Party Leader Stephen Mandel and others.
There were also several leaders of local faithbased communities in attendance.
Mayor Iveson said, “Tonight Edmontonians from all walks of life and faith communities have come together to support and pray
for the Jewish community. We life in a safe
city but we have to recognize that we are not
exempt from hate crimes. We saw swastika
graffiti this past summer and 2 synagogues
were targeted with hate literature in the past
year. However, I am comforted by how many
Edmontonians have stood up. Now this memorial is an opportunity for us to draw
strength and hope from one another. The
Jewish community in this city has always
stood up for others in need. I hope we can all
find the strong and loving community that we
have built here in Edmonton together. We
need to choose each day, the words and actions to build a society that is inclusive, multicultural and diverse – to be an uplifting city
for everyone. The Mayor of Pittsburgh has
said that Pittsburgh is stronger than hate and
I can assure you that Edmonton is also
stronger than hate. Faith is stronger than
hate. Love is stronger than hate.”
Minister of Culture Ricardo Miranda rose
to the podium and pledged his solidarity and
the provincial government’s solidarity with
the Jewish Community. He said, “Hate has no
place in a civil society. We stand together, all
of us from all platforms and politics.”
A moving candle lighting service was held
with eleven candles lit – one to honour each
of the eleven victims of the shooting. Each
candle was lit by a representative of a different Jewish group or institution in Edmonton.
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The whole service
represents the coming together of the
entire community.
Other speakers
included Beth Israel
Rabbi Claman and a
representative from
the Edmonton Police Service – community division.
Later in the
week, Minister Miranda rose in the
Legislature and recited Mourners Kaddish for the 11 victims of the shooting. Steve Shafir, Rabbi Claman, Julien Hammond of the Catholic Archdiocese and the Imam
and a rep from the Mac Mosque.
He said, “Our deepest condolences to the family, friends and to
“All of us must continue to denounce
all those affected by the synagogue shooting,
hate. As the premier said yesterday, anti-Semthe horrific murder of eleven people in Pittsitism is a dark reality that must be confronted
burgh over the weekend, said to be the worst
directly. It has no place in a civil society. We
attack on Jews in American history.
must continue to ensure that Alberta is a
“Our hearts break for the Jewish commuplace of welcome for all peoples and all faiths,
nity in Pittsburgh and we stand united with
where there is no room for hate. And we will
Jewish people around the world. Let it be said:
continue to ensure that Alberta is a place
No one should have to worry about their sewhere our Jewish community, who has helped
curity when they go to their place of worship.
build this province, can go about their daily
No family should have to worry that their
lives and practice their faith in safety and solloved ones might not make it home because
idarity.”
of where or how they pray.
The American Jewish Committee urged
“As a father and as a member of the JewJews — and non-Jews — to come to synagogue
ish faith, I am utterly heartbroken by this vile
the following Shabbat in response to the
act. To the Jewish community of Alberta, my
shooting.
sisters and brothers, I stand with you, our govThe organization is calling on elected ofernment stands with you and I know everyone
ficials, civic leaders and others to join Jews at
in this house stands with you as we all grieve.
services as part of the #ShowUpForShabbat
“We must not allow hate and intolerance
campaign.
to divide us. Our government will not allow
The synagogues in Edmonton and other
the rise of anti-Semitism, that we have seen
major Canadian cities joined in the
elsewhere in the world, to flourish in Alberta.
#ShowUpForShabbat solidarity campaign.
The fact that this has to be said in this day
and age is deeply troubling.

Security Message
BY TAL TOUBIANA

behalf of the Jewish
OnFederation
of Edmon-

ton I would like to thank
The Edmonton Jewish
Community
Charitable
Foundation (EJCCF) for
awarding us a generous security grant for our
new offices. With these funds we were able to
install over the past two weeks, four new cameras, a doorbell camera, window break sensors, motion sensors and electronic deadbolts, which allow us to monitor the building

and grant entry to our offices through one
controlled access.
The main doors have been clearly marked
in order to familiarize everyone and we ask
for your cooperation in proceeding to the
main Entrance/Exit in order to maintain a secure facility. When coming to the office,
please ring the doorbell and you will be
buzzed in.
These funds will improve significantly the
feeling of safety and security among our staff
and community members while in our facility.
This generous grant, will help us focus on

what is really important – serving the Jewish
community of Edmonton with our undivided
attention.
This is just the beginning of our efforts to
provide our community and staff with a secure and safe environment in our offices.
Please contact Federation’s chief of security, Tal Toubiana at talt@edjfed.org or (780)
487-0585x204 for any security needs including security consultation and audit services,
security training courses, resources, law enforcement liaison, and incident reporting.

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG
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BY DANI URETSKY

November
On8 Thursday,
the community
th

came together to commemorate Kristallnacht. That
evening we were joined by
members of our Government, and candidates running for office in the
next election. We began the evening with our
commemoration service where Michael and
George Kraus; Abe Goldstein; Leon, Dustin,
Sam and Clara Kagan; Ann Secter and Stephanie Hendin; Anna Linetsky; Abe Silverman
and grandson Max all lit candles to recognize
the 6 million Jews who perished in the Holocaust. We would like to thank them for their
participation and continued support in our
programs. Thank you to Cantor David
Mannes for his participation.
Following the service, we were joined by
third generation member Marnie Bondar
from Calgary. As the granddaughter of four
Holocaust survivors, Marnie Bondar grew up
well-fed on chicken soup and extraordinary
stories of survival and heroism. A tight bond
with her grandmother, Freda Plucer, remains
to this day, and the two share a lifelong commitment to standing up to intolerance and
discrimination. While Freda is no longer able
to personally share her experiences from the
Holocaust, including life in the ghetto and in
the Auschwitz concentration camp, Marnie

Edmonton Survivors and their families at the Kristallnacht memorial.

considers it an incredible honor to bring her
grandmother’s history to today’s youth.
Marnie is a regular volunteer for Calgary Jewish Federation’s Second Voices Project, which
is a series of videos brought into schools by
2nd & 3rd Generation descendants of Holocaust Survivors. With help from a generous
grant from the Alberta Human Rights Commission, the project has created multi-media
programs whereby children and grandchildren bring their parents’ or grandparents’
Survivor testimony to life in classrooms
grades 5-12. Students learn the history of the
Holocaust through a Survivor's story while

absorbing valuable lessons about Human
Rights, tolerance and the dangers of hatred.
Marnie has spoken to thousands of students
across Alberta for the last three years. Marnie
brought tears to the audience with the personal story she shares with her Bubbie Freda.
Thank you to the Jewish Federations Holocaust Education Committee for their guidance, participation and continued support.
Thank you to Gillian Horwitz for emceeing
the evening, and to all who attended.

Remembrance Day – November 11, 2018
BY DANI URETSKY

November
On11 ,Friday,
2018, the commuth

nity gathered at the Edmonton Jewish Cemetery to remember those Jewish Edmontonians who made the
ultimate sacrifice in defense of our Canadian
freedoms. Rabbi Gila Caine of Temple Beth
Ora led us in a D’var Torah in the chapel.
Members of BBYO led us out to the Cenotaph to complete the service with a recitation of the El Moleh Rachamim by Rabbi Zolly
Claman and Ben Comer played “Reveille” on
the bugle, which was then followed by various
Jewish community representatives laying their
wreaths at the Cenotaph in remembrance.
Then everyone went back to Beth Shalom for
a kosher lunch sponsored by Federation and
Beth Shalom.
As always, a special thank you goes out to
Ken Wasserman, Dave Marcus, Don Charnaw
and Murray Glick for their many years of continued assistance in running this program
and making sure it runs smoothly.

Remembrance Day Ceremony at the Cenotaph at the Jewish Cemetery.
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Hillel 2019: Join the Conversation
BY SAPIR FELLUS

do we get to where
How
we are in life? Often, we

go to a particular school,
live in a certain neighbourhood, or work in our dream
job because of a conversation we’ve had with someone. Think about it.
How did you hear about the opportunities in
your program? Your city? Your job? For me,
getting to Edmonton and deciding to study at
the University of Alberta all due to a chain of
events that started with…a conversation.
This upcoming semester our student executives are back with one goal: to bring Jewish students together. These student leaders
have a lot planned this semester, starting with
our famous Jews & Brews (this time with a Tu
B’shvat twist), themed Shabbat dinners, and
learning opportunities. A new program we
brought to Hillel last semester, Bagels &
Talks (where we serve bagels and lox… get it?),
offers students the opportunity to converse
and learn from people in our community.
Last time, we had the new rabbi of Beth Israel
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Synagogue, Rabbi Zolly Claman, lead
a discussion about the Pittsburgh synagogue attack and our reaction as a
strong, unified Jewish community.
Our next Bagels & Talks will host
Yifat Bear from the Jewish National
Fund, who will talk to us about water
projects in Israel. If any student is interested in hearing from a specific
speaker, we welcome any suggestions!
Another initiative we are working
on is Hillel Coffee Dates. If you know
any students who want to be connected with their Hillel, let them know
coffee is on us.
There are so many exciting events
coming your way this semester. Students at McEwan, University of Alberta, and NAIT: join the conversation. You’ll never know who you will
meet, and where it will get you.
Like Hillel Edmonton on Facebook or email Sapir for more details
about any events happening near you!
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Debby Shoctor, Gillian Horwitz and Steve Shafir meet with MLA
Lorne Dach and Minister Ricardo Miranda.

Save the Date: Edmonton Jewish Film Festival
BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN

though it is only JanEven
uary, it is not too soon to

start thinking about spring,
popcorn and the opening of
the annual Edmonton Jewish Film Festival (EJFF).
Our fabulous festival will hit the big screen at
Edmonton’s Landmark City Centre Cinemas,
from May 21st through 23 and May 26
through 30. Named runner-up for best film
festival by Vue Weekly’s, Best of Edmonton
2018, the EJFF will offer a diverse selection of
great Jewish films from around the world, as
well as guest speakers and special events.
Carrying on a recent initiative, we will show
short films to accompany several of the feature presentations.
EJFF Chair Sam Koplowicz and members
of the EJFF Committee are reviewing dozens
of films, before choosing the nine favorite features we will be showing at the Festival. The
final line up will be announced in mid-February.
The EJFF will once again be offering the
Earl Parker Award for Jewish Film. The award
was established in 2016 in honour of Earl
Parker, z”l, an active member of Edmonton’s
Jewish community. This year, the prize has
been increased to $1,500. Eligible film projects must be related to themes of Jewish
identity or culture, and may be fictional or

Alberta Jewish Delegation meets with Health Minister Sarah Hoffman.

non-fictional. Applicants must be engaged in
a film or video project at any stage of production. Alternatively, the award may be applied
to the costs of film courses or workshops.
School groups may apply. Please help us get
the word out to any budding filmmakers you
may know. A short and easy application form
is available on our Website.
The EJFF is made possible by the generous support of sponsors and advertisers from
throughout our community. Without you, the
screens would be dark! In exchange for your
generous support, the EJFF provides perks

such as: an invitation-only opening night reception, all-access festival passes, and charitable tax receipts for a portion of sponsorship
value.
Proceeds from EJFF go to Partnership2Gether (P2G), our community partnership program with the people of the Northern
Galilee Panhandle.
We urge you to support the EJFF through
a sponsorship or an advertisement.
For more information, please contact Susan Schiffman susans@edjfed.org.
See you at the movies…

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG

HaKol

10

JANUARY 2019

Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation
BY STEPHANIE HENDIN

Edmonton Jewish
The
Community Charitable

Foundation (EJCCF) helps
people
support
Jewish
causes that are important to
them. The Foundation provides resources to make the community’s vision a reality, working in partnership with donors and striving to ensure the long-term financial security of the Jewish Community.
Financial statements as of August 31,
2018 show a balance in the EJCCF of over $
1 million dollars. In 2018 we received an
anonymous Foundation contribution, the
largest gift the EJCCF has ever received. This
gift will provide funds in perpetuity to UJA- a
gift that truly keeps on giving. Contributions
to the EJCCF continue to be received from
family and friends to the various established
funds and new family funds were started in
late 2018. All enhance the EJCCF’s ability to
grow and therefore distribute grants in our
community today and in the future.
Earlier this year the EJCCF distributed
funds to the Talmud Torah, Jewish Family
Services, the Jewish Senior Citizen’s Centre,
JAHSENA, Chabad, BBYO and Maccabi Edmonton - beneficiary organizations that had
successfully applied for available funding.
In addition, the EJCCF provided funds to
the Jewish Federation of Edmonton through
a special request due to the relocation of the
offices in the building. Monies were granted

to upgrade the security system and to ultimately provide a more secure environment for the users of the
Federation offices.
New and continued
support for the EJCCF can
make a difference today
and help to shape the future. Your gift can be made
with:
An outright gift of cash
or appreciated assets like
stocks, bonds or life insurance policies.
A bequest in your will the easiest way to make a
gift. You simply state in
your will a dollar amount or Debby Shoctor, Rabbi Gila Caine, Ariel Kiel, Steve Shafir meet with Archbishop
a percentage of your estate Richard Smith at Chanukah.
to be used for an endowment.
nancial counsel and with the Edmonton JewA gift of a new or existing life insurance
ish Community Charitable Foundation. For
policy. By naming the Foundation owner and
further information, email: Stephanie.Henbeneficiary, you may be able to deduct the
din@gmail.com to discuss.
premiums from your taxes.
A planned gift to the Jewish community
Pension Plans are subject to significant
ensures the perpetuation of your family name
tax liability, making them ideal instruments to
- no matter where or when in the future, you
use, in whole or in part, to create a fund namcan be there to help.
ing the Foundation as the beneficiary.
As is says in the Talmud, “As my father
For the plan best suited to your personal
planted before I was born, so do I plant for
situation and charitable objectives we recomthose who will come after me”.
mend that you consult with your legal and fi-

Susan Schiffman, Karen Oshry, Melanie and Dr. Robin Fainsinger at the UJA Doctors’ Event.

Dr. Helly Goez and Dr. Teddy Braun at the UJA Doctors’ Event.
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Outreach/Engagement with JCORE
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BY YAARA SHABATI

JCORE Board is deThelighted
to be welcoming

six new members who represent the diversity, vitality
and success of our community. We’re are very excited
about our plans to move ahead with new development, community engagement, and celebration of Judaism. The experience and
skills of our members complement the
strengths of our current Board and will assist
us as we look to the future, with respect and
appreciation for the vision of the founders
and past board members.
JCORE stands for Jewish Community
Outreach Reconnect Edmonton, and has
served mostly the young adults demographic.
The JCORE Committee’s mandate and
responsibilities have now grown, and taken
on the role of Outreach and Engagement to
all sections of the Jewish community in
Edmonton.
The new committee devotes considerable
time to examining how to execute the vision
of building a strong and united Jewish community in Edmonton. A community that manages to overcome its diversity and unite
around common culture, heritage and values.
The committee reviewed three questions:
First, WHY? Why is it important to the Jewish
community of Edmonton? Why is it important
to us as individuals? Why is it important to
others? Second, WHO? - Who is our
community? Who are the individuals that
make our community? Who else share the
same values? And finally, WHAT? What can
we do in order to support our goals?
The result of this action has shown us a
central value in which JCORE will

Alberta Jewish Delegation at the Legislature for Lobby Day.

concentrate; Keruv Levavot (Bringing together). This will be the added value that we
are interested in, and on which the committee
will base its work. Keruv Levavot in the concept of community building describes a desire
that is directed towards a common future. Its
goal is to motivate people to participate and
promote the community at large. This process
could only be carried out with active participation of its members in order to enable the
community to become a source of social and
cultural support.
We would like to encourage participation
in our programs and events and would like to
hear from you. What are YOUR answers to
the questions above? Anyone interested can
contact us by email, offer ideas, participate in
discussions, attend meetings and more.
Please contact yaaras@edjfed.org.
While working on our vision and plans,
we launched our B'nai Mitzvah Project, which

creates a meaningful framework for participants to explore themselves, their families,
our community and heritage- symbolizing the
passage from childhood to youth/early adulthood. This program is for youth of Bar/Bat
Mitzvah age in our community.
In December we celebrated Chanukah
with P.J. Library, and with the help of the B’nai
Mitzvah kids and BBYO, who operated the
stations, the party was a huge succus for all
ages.
Looking forward - In February we'll bring
back one off our all-time favourite, our
monthly pubs nights, and on March 16 we'll
host an exceptional Pre - Purim party for ages
of 18-99. This is a party you will not want to
miss. Stay tuned for more information.
Please make sure to check our Facebook
page regularly for our programs and events,
as we have something for everyone.

B’nai Mitzvah Class Orienteering Celebration at Hawrelak Park.
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Jewish Free Loan Association of Edmonton
Empowering and strengthening our community

T

he Jewish Free Loan Association (JFLA)
Edmonton was founded in the spirit of
providing financial assistance, to people in
need, with no interest charges. We operate as
a subsidiary of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton and as part of the International Association of Jewish Free Loans.
The concept of a Jewish Free Loan Association stems directly from the Torah in Parshat Mishpatim; the Torah portion to be read
on Shabbat, February 2nd.
“When you lend money to My people, to
the poor person who is with you, do not act
toward him as a creditor; do not lay interest
upon him.” (Exodus 22:24)
The philosophy of Jewish Free Loan lending associations is that while providing such
financial relief is an act of Tzedakah, those
who borrow are not receiving Tzedakah. Rather, borrowers are benefitting from what Jewish Communities have always done; that is,
care for and take responsibility for one another.
People who are in need of temporary financial assistance should visit www.jewishedmonton.org for more information. Contact us by email at jewishfreeloan@edjfed.org
or by telephone through JFed at 780-4870585. If you know of others who require financial support, please encourage them to
contact us. All contacts are treated with the
utmost confidentiality and respect.
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