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Second Annual MLA Wine & Cheese 

his November, the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton 

(JFE), together with partners 
the Calgary Jewish Federa-
tion (CJF), CJPAC, the Cana-
dian Jewish Political Action 
Committee and CIJA, the 
Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs, hosted our second 
annual Wine & Cheese with 
Provincial MLAs. 

The event took place at 
the Matrix Hotel, and was 
well-attended by both com-
munity members and mem-
bers of the Alberta Legisla-
tive Assembly, both on the 
Government and Opposi-
tion benches. Altogether, 
about 100 community 
members and MLAs at-
tended, including Minister of 
Culture and Tourism the 
Hon. Ricardo Miranda, Wil-
drose and Opposition 
Leader Brian Jean, Liberal 
Leader David Swan, local 
MLA Lorne Dach, and Con-
servative Party leadership 
candidate Jason Kenney. 

Many Jewish Community 
members were in attend-
ance, including local and 
Calgary Board Members and 
staff, including JFE Presi-
dent Ellery Lew and VP 
Steve Shafir, CEOs Debby 
Shoctor and Adam Silver of 
Calgary and Edmonton re-
spectively, CIJA VP Judy Zel-
ikovitz, CJPAC Campus Pro-
gramming Director Eleanor 
Millar and CIJA Intergovern-
mental Community Rela-
tions Coordinator Matt God-
win. 

The event serves as an 
annual opportunity for our 
community to touch base 
on a local, provincial level, 
with government members 
and their staffers who may 
be able to help us with is-
sues and events throughout 
the year, and is part of our 
overall advocacy agenda. 
Similar events are held 
across the country in various 
communities each year. We 
hope to see you there next 
year! 
 

 

T 

Eleanor Millar (CJPAC), Steve Shafir (JFE), Wild Rose Party Leader and MLA Brian Jean, MLA Richard Gotfried, Ellery Lew (JFE President) 
and Judy Zelikovitz (CIJA) at the Second Annual MLA Wine & Cheese. 
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he Jewish Federa-
tion of Edmonton 

held its AGM on No-
vember 30, 2016.   The 
AGM is a good time to 
reflect on what’s been 

accomplished over the past year, and 
what is planned for the coming year. 

The Jewish Federation of Edmon-
ton is a busy organization in relation to 
its resources.  We perform multiple 
functions for our community.  We are 
the community’s principal fundraising 
organization, organizing and oversee-
ing the annual UJA campaign.  We then 
make decisions regarding allocation of 
those funds to beneficiary organiza-
tions.  

This year, JFED adopted a new pro-
cedure for adjudicating and allocating 
bursaries to applicants for beneficiary 
organizations and JFED sponsored 
programs, the Integrated Bursary Pro-
gram (IBP).  The goal of the IBP pro-
gram is to create a single process for 
applicants who are seeking bursary 
funds from JFED and JFED’s funding 
beneficiary organizations, like Talmud 
Torah, Camp BB, BBYO, Maccabi, the 
Asper Trip and March of the Living.  
These are all important programs 
which enrich and educate our Jewish 
youth.  The IBP program is designed to 
maximize anonymity, dignity and fair-
ness.  It helps ensure accountability in 
allocation of JFED funds, collected 
through the UJA campaign.  I believe 
our donors expect us to use their funds 
to maximum effect, where they’re most 
needed.  That is also a goal of the pro-
gram.  Overall, the program has been 
very successful.  All change comes with 
growing pains.  We’re reviewing the 
program and making adjustments to 
improve it, in discussion and partner-
ship with our beneficiary organizations. 

JFED undertakes substantial pro-
gramming events during the year as 
well including commemoration events 
such as Yom Hazmaut, Yom Hazika-
ron, Yom Yerushalayim, Kristallnacht, 
Yom Hashoah.  We host a Jewish Film 
Festival.  We support and manage pro-
gramming through JCORE, Hillel and 
PJ Library.  We help support partner 
programming events such as BBYO, 
Maccabi, the Asper Trip and March of 
the Living. We also co-sponsor events 
with our beneficiary partners, shuls and  

 
other community organizations. We or-
ganize and host the Israel Pavilion at 
Heritage Days.  We support projects in 
Israel in the Northern Galilee through 
our P2G program.  And the list goes on. 

In November, there were devastat-
ing fires in Israel.  In Haifa alone 
60,000 people were evacuated.  JFED 
set up a fund to take up collections and 
was aggregating messages of support 
for Israel and the people there affected.  
This past summer JFED did the same 
for residents of Fort McMurray. 

JFED is part of the national Jewish 
Federations of Canada – UIA which 
supports Jewish advocacy initiatives na-
tionally.  CIJA, the advocacy arm, is well 
known and respected for its advocacy 
work.  Some advocacy is also done on 
a local level.  JFED has also continued 
to develop and improve our level of po-
litical engagement.  We hosted the se-
cond annual MLA meet and greet this 
past November.  We continue to look 
for opportunities to connect with our 
political leaders to ensure a strong and 
productive relationship with our mu-
nicipal, provincial and federal govern-
ment.  MPs and MLAs are expressing 
interest in being invited to attend our 
community events.  It is becoming 
more common for us to welcome MPs 
and MLAs as honoured guests at 
events. 

JFED is also called on from time to 
time to undertake projects that are of 
concern to our community, even if we 
have not traditionally filled that role be-
fore.  This year, JFED has initiated dia-
logue with the U of A Faculty of Arts to 
explore solutions to the demise of Jew-
ish studies from the U of A curriculum. 
Debby Shoctor, and I met with the 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts recently, 
with Stephen Mandel, to explore solu-
tions to this problem.  We communi-
cated our concerns, which were warmly 
received by the Dean.  In particular, we 
expressed concern that the absence of 
any Jewish themed educational content 
from a world class educational institu-
tion like the U of A communicates a 
negative impression that Jewish themes 
are not sufficiently important to form 
part of the curriculum or worse, that 
they are not deserving.  While we have 
no doubt this was not the intention at 
any level of the U, the Dean understood 
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From the CEO’s Desk 
ederation’s role in 
the community is 

three-fold: we raise 
money, put on programs 
and work behind the 

scenes. We raise money through our 
UJA campaign in order to fund our ac-
tivities in turn on three fronts:  here in 
Edmonton, Nationally and in Israel. We 
create and host programs for the peo-
ple in our community here such as hol-
iday commemorations and celebra-
tions, youth programs and educational 
programs. In addition, there is all the 
behind-the-scenes work that goes on 
for things such as the Integrated Bur-
sary Program, political activism, the 
JCC Building Committee, Communica-
tions such as Ha Kol and the JFED E-
weekly, etc.  

But it is thanks to Edmonton UJA 
that any of these things happen. We 
address the needs of the community on 
three fronts: Youth, Adult and Seniors 
needs and activities:  Thanks to UJA, 
our children are able to attend Camp 
BB, go to Talmud Torah, belong to PJ 
Library, and participate in family holi-
day programming. Thanks to UJA, our 
teenagers are able to participate in 
BBYO, go on March of the Living and 
the Asper Trip. Thanks to UJA, our 
young adults are able to participate in 
JCORE and go on Birthright trips or to 
Young Leadership events. Thanks to 
UJA, our community is visited by inter-
esting speakers such as Gregg Roman 
and Gil Troy, that you are able to at-
tend the Edmonton Jewish Film Festi-
val, and Heritage Days and are able to 
commemorate important occasions 
like Yom Ha Shoah, Kristallnacht, Re-
membrance Day, Yom Ha Zikaron and 
Yom Ha’atzmaut in appropriate fash-
ion. It is thanks to UJA that our com-
munity supports seniors through the 
SMART and Holocaust Survivor pro-
grams of Jewish Family Services, 
through the Jewish Seniors’ Drop-in 
Centre and Our Parents’ Home. We 
have our own donors to thank for all of 
that, and of course our excellent co-
chairs, Suzanne Davis and Lisa Red-
mond, as well as all of our hard-work-
ing canvassers, and our campaign staff, 
Orna Richter and Elianna Lisan.  

In addition, Edmonton UJA is part 
of the larger puzzle of the Canadian 
Jewish Community as a whole, which 

supports all of its component parts that 
make ours a vibrant, and vital piece of 
the Canadian Mosaic. Together as Jew-
ish Federations of Canada-UIA Can-
ada, we support the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), which is our 
national advocacy arm, always at the 
ready to combat anti-Semitism, BDS 
and to lobby governments at every level 
for our rights and interests. Together, 
we support smaller communities in 
need both here and abroad – we sup-
port our Partnership Together Region 
of the Northern Galilee in Israel, we 
support poor and elderly Jews in the 
Former Soviet Union through the Joint 
Distribution Committee, and we sup-
port other important programs in Israel 
through the Jewish Agency. 

As a Jewish Community, we also get 
involved in larger issues which affect 
our lives here in Canada and around 
the world. This year, we had to contend 
with the worst wildfire season in our 
Province’s history, which saw the evac-
uation of 90,000 people from Fort 
McMurray, many to Edmonton itself, 
which has put a strain on all our re-
sources. But our community stepped 
up, as did the greater Edmonton, Al-
berta and Canadian communities. We 
launched a campaign to raise funds for 
the Fort McMurray evacuees. I am 
pleased to announce that together, we 
raised over $11,500, which was distrib-
uted 90% to the Canadian Red Cross, 
because it received a double match 
from the Federal and Provincial gov-
ernments, and 10% to Edmonton 
Emergency Relief Services. We also 
were able to assist those in our com-
munity who wanted to donate to other 
humanitarian causes, such as the hur-
ricane in Haiti and Syrian refugees. 
It is not just the funds raised which 
help us to do all these things. Again, it 
takes three essential elements: money, 
staff and volunteers. I am happy to re-
port that we have an excellent group of 
staff including Betty, Dani, Orna, Tal, 
Eli and Elianna, who help to carry out 
the wishes of our lay leadership.  

Our excellent Executive, consisting 
of President Ellery Lew, Treasurer 
Steve Shafir, Secretary Mor Barzel, Past 
President Stephanie Hendin and VPs 
Sarah Dolgoy, Stacey Leavitt-Wright, 
Shane Asbell, and Clive Oshry have 
worked long and hard this year to 
make us successful.   

We dealt with large, complicated is-
sues this year. Many thanks to Steve 
Shafir and his assistant Andrea Steen, 
who did a great job reducing our com-
panies from five to three, which will 
save us a lot of time and money in ac-
counting and auditing fees in the long 
run. It will also make our budgets and 
financial statements easier to read and 
understand.  There are now only three 
companies in Federation’s umbrella: 
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton, 
operating as Edmonton United Jewish 
Appeal; the Edmonton Jewish Commu-
nity Centre, and the Edmonton Jewish 
Community Charitable Foundation. It 
was a long and complicated task which 
we have been working on for many 
years, and Steve finally managed to pull 
the rabbit out of the hat. 

The JCC Building Committee, un-
der the chairmanship of Clive Oshry, 
had one meeting with Talmud Torah 
to negotiate an agreement to build a 
JCC on TT lands, and then got side-
lined by some internal TT issues. 
Those issues have almost been cleared 
 

        F 

Continued on Page 6 

Host Eric Schloss, Bert Malo, and Jerrod 
Henoch at the Cellathon. 

Wine & Cheese event with MLA Ricardo 
Miranda, Eleanor Millar and Alberta Party 
Leader MLA Greg Clark. 
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P2G Edmonton, an Update for 2016 
BY DR. IVAN STEINER, CHAIR P2G EDMONTON 
 

016 was a busy year for our partner-
ship with the Upper Galilee. We had 

reciprocal visits by grade nine students 
from Emek Hahula Regional High 
School and our Edmonton Talmud To-
rah School. The evaluation of the visits 
showed that they were extremely suc-
cessful in building bridges between the 
students and participating educators. 

In mid-November, Rebecca Asbell, 
Tal Toubiana and I traveled to the 
North-Eastern Galilee for a meeting 
with our Israeli partners. Rebecca and I 
are members of our Edmonton P2G 
committee. Tal is a Jewish Federation 
professional. While in the North, we re-
viewed the outcomes of several High 
Priority projects that we funded with 
money from the Jewish Federation’s 
Edmonton Israel Fund. Some of these 
projects include: 

Scholarship Program for high 
school students: We met with six high 
school students from Metula who were 
scholarship recipients for a trip to Po-
land. This trip is the Israeli equivalent 
of the March of the Living. These stu-
dents must complete a community ser-
vice requirement in order to be eligible 
for the scholarship. They must help el-
derly Holocaust survivors who live in 
Metula. The students and educators re-
ported that the trip to Poland opened 
the minds of the students to the evil of 
the Holocaust and to their role in as-
sisting survivors. 

Community Center Youth Creative 
Art Project: In Yesod Hamala we went 
to the Community Center Youth Crea-
tive Art Project. This one-time project 
was funded in 2015 and is now com-
pleted and operational. We visited the 
facility and we can report that the mu-
sic room that we funded is sound 
proofed and the musical instruments 
that were purchased with our donation 
are already in use.  

Bayit be Yahad: This is a centre in 
Kibutz Mahanayim that was recently 
built for disabled adults. The center is 
now operational, with close to 50 peo-
ple living and working there. 

College Scholarships: At Tel Chai 
College in Kiryat Shemona, we met 
with two students who were recipients 
of scholarships provided by our Feder-
ation. These deserving students must  

 

complete 20 hours of com-
munity service a month to 
qualify for the scholarship. 
Our scholarship goes a long 
way in helping out the fi-
nancial hardships that 
these students face. 

Matmon in Kiryat She-
mona: This program is built 
on a previously used model, 
where seed money for a so-
cial worker for teen boys at 
risk for truancy, drug addic-
tion, or alcoholism was pro-
vided by our community. The social 
worker is in place as of 2016. In view of 
the success of the program, as of this 
fall, the City of Kiryat Shemona has al-
located a permanent, funded, social 
worker for this project. This is just one 
example of how a little seed money can 
bring substantive changes on the 
ground and bring about more funds 
from other sources. 

The Pediatric Emergency Depart-
ment of the Ruth Rappaport Children’s 
Hospital: This department in Haifa re-
ceived funds to purchase a Glidascope. 
One week after its purchase, this essen-
tial resuscitation instrument had been 
used successfully in resuscitating an in-
fant. The infant survived septic shock 
caused by pneumonia, without seque-
lae. What a major success!  

 
 

 

Lev HaEmek Elementary school: 
This school is in the Galil el Yon re-
gional council. It is the twin school of 
our community’s Talmud Torah. They 
requested assistance for purchasing 
computers as theirs were hopelessly 
outdated. With the money allocated for 
the school, they purchased 15 comput-
ers. This November, while there, we in-
augurated the Mira Alexander Com-
puter Lab in the school. Mira is the re-
cently retired principal of the school. 

All in all, I know that I am speaking 
on behalf of Rebecca and Tal, when I 
say that this was a fruitful visit for us. 
Our community’s imprint is solid in the 
North-Eastern Galilee. We look for-
ward to continuing to foster the already 
solid relationship we have with our Is-
raeli partners.  

Am Israel Chai 

2 

Rebecca Asbell, Dr. Ivan Steiner, Tal Toubiana, Freya Wasel and the P2G group at Lev 
Ha’emek Public School. 

P2G reps at Yesod Hamala. 
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My Experience at the General Assembly
BY ORNA RICHTER

n November 13, 
2016, I travelled 

to Washington, D.C 
to participate in the 
General Assembly 
(GA) of the Jewish 
Federations of North 

America. The three-day event is an an-
nual leadership gathering for over 
3,000 Federation and Jewish philan-
thropic leaders and aims to strengthen 
Federations across the continent.  

As a life-long member of Edmon-
ton’s Jewish community and a proud 
employee of the Jewish Federation of 
Edmonton, I feel privileged to have had 
the opportunity to celebrate the Feder-
ation system’s achievements, to learn 
from, and be inspired by a wide variety 
of speakers in plenaries, panels, and 
breakout sessions. Breakout session 
topics ranged from Israel advocacy -in-
cluding fighting against the boycott, di-
vestment and sanctions (BDS) move-
ment, to fundraising, and engaging with 
millenials. There were also showcases 
of local innovations, called FEDova-
tions, where community representa-
tives shared ideas on senior support ac-
tivities, youth at-risk initiatives, and dis-
ability inclusion programs, among 
many others. 

The U.S presidential election ap-
peared to be an overriding theme at 
this year’s assembly as the delegates 
were still stunned from the disconcert-
ing election results. Rabbi Lord Jona-
than Sacks, the former Chief Rabbi of 
the United Hebrew Congregations of 
the Commonwealth, and a keynote 
speaker for the second consecutive 
year, declared: “Since we last met, the 
world has gone mad.” He advised us to 
never waste a crisis, but rather to “see 
it as an opportunity.” Referencing the 
journeys of Avraham and Moshe who 
left their native lands and spent the 

rest of their days seeking “justice, com-
passion, and healing”, he suggested 
that the Jewish people are “uniquely 
poised to show the world the gift of 
hope.” He encouraged us to be united 
when the world is divided, because uni-
fied people have a strong collective 
voice. He reminded us that Jews are re-
sponsible for one another (Babylonian 
Talmud Sota 37a), no matter where we 
are located geographically or where we 
sit on the political spectrum. We must 
never allow our differences to get in the 
way of what is important.  

During a roundtable discussion, 
Chuck Todd of NBC’s “Meet The Press” 
tried to explain the Trump victory al-
beit the president-elect’s unorthodox 
campaign.  “Say that you’re dying and 
you had a choice between taking Ty-
lenol or a highly experimental drug 
that could give you three heads or kill 
you, but has a one percent chance of 
cure.” Maybe that is how Trump voters 
sized up their choices, he postulated. 
Todd also spoke of the shocking 
amount of anti-Semitism appearing on 
social media channels. White House 
Liaison to the American Jewish com-
munity Chanan Weissman echoed this 
observation and reminded us of our 
duty to respond to hate speech. “One 
thing we need to do is speak out pub-
licly whenever we can,” he advised.  

Another common theme empha-
sized throughout the conference was 
the importance of engaging in one’s 
Jewish journey. We can only undertake 
our journey when we are proud of the 
Judaism we all share. Jewish pride takes 
many forms and the GA provided many 
avenues for participants to explore that 
emotion. Maybe it was watching an 83-
year old Jewish champion of women’s 
rights, U.S Supreme Court Justice Ruth  
 

Bader Ginsburg (a.k.a the Notorious 
R.B.G) take the stage. Maybe it was lis-
tening to Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu (via live satellite) remind us of 
Israel’s growing economy or long his-
tory of upholding democratic values in 
the face of unmatched security issues. 
Or maybe it was visiting the breathtak-
ing National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture as part of the 
first Jewish delegation (since its open-
ing only weeks ago) and feeling a sense 
of urgency to stand up and fight perse-
cution because we too know what it 
means to be persecuted.  

I left the GA with an overflowing 
bucket of Jewish pride. That pride al-
lows me to continue along my Jewish 
journey guided by a strong foundation, 
renewed with a sense of vigour for the 
work that I do, and excited for the sur-
prises the future will bring. Let us each 
undertake our Jewish journey, by telling 
our Jewish story, by being ambassadors 
for the Land of Israel, and by acting 
passionately and morally when we en-
counter injustice. And most im-
portantly, let us stand together and find 
common ground while doing so. 

O 
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A Memorable Kristallnacht Commemoration 
BY DANI URETSKY 
 

n November 9th, the 
community came to-

gether to commemorate 
Kristallnacht at the Beth 
Shalom Synagogue. This 

year, the Jewish Federation of Edmon-
ton and its Holocaust Education Com-
mittee had a new candelabrum com-
missioned by local metal artist Slavo 
Cech. The new candelabrum shows the 
Star of David with six candles repre-
senting the six million Jews that per-
ished in the Holocaust, as symbolized 
by the flames surrounding them. How-
ever, the tree of life at the bottom sym-
bolizes the resistance and strength of 
the Jewish People.   

This year we were joined by guest 
speaker Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger.  Dr. 
Wollschlaeger serves as a Clinical As-
sistant Professor of Family Medicine at 
the University of Miami School of Med-
icine, The Florida International and the 
Florida State University College of 
Medicine. Dr. Wollschlaeger is also an 
author and his book “A German Life: 
Against All Odds Change is Possible” 
describes his struggle growing up in 
Germany in the shadow of his father, a 
highly-decorated WWII tank com-
mander and Nazi officer. He eventually 

converted to Judaism, emigrated to Is-
rael and served in the Israel Defense 
Forces as a Medical Officer. In Spring 
2013 he released his novel “Samson’s 
Shadow” and in Summer, 2013 his 
book “Stauffenberg: My Live in the 
Shadow of a Hero.”  

Dr. Wollschlaeger spoke about 
growing up in his father’s shadow, his 
eventual conversion to Judaism, and 
how he emigrated to Israel and married 
a Jewish woman and is raising his chil-
dren as Jews. He was an amazing 
speaker, and very well-received by the 
audience.  

Thank you also to Holocaust Com-
mittee Member Faren Hochman who 

was the emcee for the evening, MOL 
Alumni, Survivors and second genera-
tion for their participation at the com-
memoration. 
	

 
 
From the CEO’s Desk 
 
 
up, and we have been meeting to con-
tinue this process in the meantime. 
Please be patient with this process, 
there are a lot of issues to explore and 
things to consider before we can even 
think of breaking ground, and it is go-
ing to take a while.  

The Integrated Bursary Program is 
a new process we have brought to our 
community from Calgary.  We hope it 
will make participation in Jewish life for 
the children and young adults in our 
city more accessible and affordable.  
We are very excited about the IBP pro-
gram, and we feel that it will solve a lot 
of the problems inherent in any bursary 
process, such as accessibility, anonym-
ity and fairness, which have been lack-
ing in the past. We are working very 
closely with our beneficiary agencies to 
make this process work for all involved.  

 
 
 
This year, we had 71 families go 
through the process. Now that we have 
done it once, we are attempting to im-
prove it even more for next year. Thank 
you to all the agency and community 
reps who participated this year on the 
Committee, and to Steve and Elianna, 
who did the bulk of the work. 

I would also like to thank the 
Chairs of our various events and com-
mittees, without whom, none of these 
events would have taken place: Thank-
you to Christina Reboh and Amir Taler 
for chairing Heritage Days, which again 
won several well-deserved awards this 
year; thank-you to Sam Koplowicz for 
another successful Edmonton Jewish 
Film Festival; Thanks to Sarah Dolgoy 
and Eleanor Millar for having wonder-
ful JCORE programs this year, to Bari 
Lavy, Jason Uretsky and Eli Sabbah for 
running an exciting and viable Hillel 
program, thank-you to Rotem Lavy for  

 
 
 
another beautiful Yom  Hazikaron cer-
emony, to her sister, Yaara Shabbtai for 
a wonderful Yom Ha’atzmaut celebra-
tion, to Cheryl Goldstein, for organizing 
a meaningful Good Deeds Day, to Eli 
Lanciano, who helped Dani organize 
and run numerous PJ Library pro-
grams; thanks to Ivan Steiner and his 
committee for running an incredible 
P2G program which includes educa-
tional exchanges and support of our 
partnership region in the Northern Gal-
ilee; and thanks to Faren Hochman for 
taking our March of the Living Stu-
dents to Israel and Poland for a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.  

And finally, thanks to all of you who 
actually attended our programs and 
gave to UJA in order to make them 
happen. Without you, none of this 
would have happened. Remember, the 
Good We Do is Up to You! 

Debby Shoctor, CEO 

O 

Continued from Page 3 

Faren Hochman, Slavo Cech and March of the Living students at Kristallnacht. 

Justice Eric Macklin, Dr. Bernd Wollschlae-
ger and Slavo Cech at Kristallnacht. 
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Finding Alignment in Federation Mission Trips 
BY DANIEL LARSON 

s a Jewish profes-
sional entering his 

late 20s and who is 
passionate about the 

Federation system, I have to clear my 
conscience and admit that I am a con-
vert to those mainstay programs of 
myriad Jewish communal organiza-
tions: mission trips. What does this 
mean? As a young(er) adult, I thought 
that mission trips were anything but 
authentic experiences. Rather, I be-
lieved that they were carefully con-
structed experiences for potential do-
nors. To my jaded mind, the average 
mission trip participant gave to Jewish 
causes out of a sense of blind commu-
nal conviction and either didn’t see (or 
chose not to see) the flaws apparent in 
the State of Israel or Jewish communi-
ties in other countries to which they 
traveled. Moreover, I felt that many of 
the individuals and organizations mis-
sion trips visited were likely being 
played – used to showcase funding al-
locations and being paraded before vis-
itors replete with ostentatious thanks. 

I was cynical, and a contemporary 
cynic might hold these same opinions 
or worse, and that is their right. To my 
great surprise, however, this summer 
my mind was changed. 

In July, I was generously granted the 
opportunity to participate in The Jew-
ish Federations of North America’s 
Campaigner’s Mission to Israel. While I 
cannot speak to mission trips run un-
der the auspices of other organizations, 

the Campaigner’s Mission was truly a 
formative experience for me. Whatever 
my expectations were going into the 
program, they were pleasantly shat-
tered. 

For one thing, our group of 58 was 
diverse, with participants from across 
Canada and the US, men and women, 
from millennials to octogenarians, and 
with a wide spectrum of Jewish affilia-
tion and perspectives on Israel repre-
sented. As I understood it, the purpose 
of the mission was to better familiarize 
participants with the diverse groups in 
Israel that benefit from funds raised by 
member Federations, and for us to turn 
those educational experiences into in-
formed stories when making the case 
for Federation giving in our communi-
ties back home. While that was cer-
tainly the case, the experience was not 
limited to fundraising coaching. The in-
dividuals and organizations that we vis-
ited, from Yemenite event halls in de-
velopment villages to employment as-
sistance programs for the Haredi sec-
tor, to a microbrewery diversifying the 
economy in Israel’s periphery, we were 
genuinely welcomed by organizations 
that had benefitted in very direct ways 
from Federation funding of programs 
operated by JAFI and JDC, the main on-
the-ground partners of the Federation 
system. 

But other aspects of the mission 
trip still concerned me. One day, after 
visiting a program designed to bolster 
confidence in youth from troubled 

homes, I asked one of our trip lay-lead-
ers, “How much funding has this organ-
ization received? JFNA missions come 
here year-on-year. The funding must 
really be worth it, because surely it’s a 
degree of imposition on this organiza-
tion, coming here and taking up the 
time of staff and volunteers who could 
be working more productively.” He re-
sponded that the organization had re-
ceived micro-grant start-up funding 
some years before. I was troubled by 
this. Here we were, visitors at an organ-
ization that was being trumpeted as a 
very successful program, and that had 
achieved its success in part due to its 
early Federation support, and yet the 
Federation system had only funded 
them once, years previously. 

This arrangement did not seem to 
me either fair nor transparent. As an 
organization being showcased to Fed-
eration campaigners, I thought high-
lighted projects would all be ongoing 
partners. Over the following days I dis-
cussed this dynamic with fellow cam-
paigners. Were we locking in partner 
agencies in exchange for minimal sup-
port? Were we receiving authentic 
words of thanks from these organiza-
tions? Were we using these organiza-
tions? These thoughts and more about 
power dynamics and the role of the 
viewer and the viewed rolled around in 
my head. Not until a couple days later 
did I realize what the dynamic was. 
These site visits were truly reciprocal. 
For as much as we were outsiders peer-
ing into their organizations’ operations, 
we as individual campaigners repre-
sented outlets to much broader fund-
ing opportunities. As individual cam-
paigners, we would return to our com-
munities ripe with pride and potentially 
channel funding to these organizations 
in a direct manner. Even if local com-
munities did not decide to fund such 
organizations outside of their Israel & 
overseas allocations, the groups were 
receiving free PR and in fact vied for 
the opportunity to engage with us. 

These interactions and resulting in-
sights surprised me and shook my un-
derstanding of mission trips. We as 
participants were not simply audience 
members to a curated showcase on the  

A 

Continued on Page 8 
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The CAC & JCLC Committees of the Edmonton Police Service 
BY TAL TOUBIANA 

round the world, at-
tacks against Jewish 

communities and institu-
tions are on the rise. 
From anti-Israel activi-

ties on campuses to desecrated reli-
gious centers in Europe and North 
America, Jews have become targets of 
extremism. The new threat levels have 
forced the Jewish community to think 
differently about security. 

A security plan in our Jewish com-
munity is as much a management issue 
as it is a technological one. It involves 
motivating and educating all staff, lead-
ers and community stakeholders to un-
derstand the need for security and to 
create and implement a coherent secu-
rity plan. It is important for the commu-
nity to share security information to in-
crease security consciousness among 
the organizations. 

Through our Chief’s Community 
Advisory Council (CAC) and the Jewish 
Community Liaison Committee (JCLC) 
meetings with the Edmonton Police 
Service (EPS), we are able to share se-
curity information with each other in 
order to increase security conscious-
ness throughout the various organiza-
tions in our community.  

The Chief’s Community Advisory 
Council (CAC) was developed in 2004 
to engage the Edmonton Police Service 
and Edmontonians in a proactive dia-
logue centered on developing mutual 
trust, information sharing, and relation-
ship building. As part of the CAC 

framework, there are eight Community 
Liaison Committees (CLCs) represent-
ing the following diverse communities: 
Aboriginal, African, Black, Chinese, 
Jewish, Muslim, Sexual Minorities and 
South Asian. The CAC is chaired by the 
Chief of the Edmonton Police Service 
(Chief Rod Knecht) and a Community 
Co-chair. The Equity, Diversity and Hu-
man Rights Section (EDHR) of the Ed-
monton Police Service (EPS) provides 
administrative support and strategic di-
rection to the CAC.  

Each committee must have a Sen-
ior Officer Liaison assigned, a Commu-
nity Co-Chair, and a secretary to be re-
sponsible for minutes, documentation, 
and correspondence with the commit-
tee. Each committee is responsible for 
drafting their own terms of reference in 
accordance with the CAC terms of ref-
erence. The Chief’s Advisory Council 
seeks to increase public safety by ac-
tively promoting dialogue and collabo-
ration between and amongst Edmon-
ton’s diverse communities and the Ed-
monton Police Service while building 
and maintaining positive relationships.  

The Jewish Community Liaison 
Committee, chaired by Debby Shoctor, 
CEO of the Jewish Federation of Ed-
monton, is a member of the Chief’s Ad-
visory Committee. Our EPS staff Liai-
son is Deputy Chief Brian Simpson. Tal 
Toubiana is the Federation’s Chief Se-
curity Officer. The JCLC is made up of 
representatives from each Jewish  

organization in Edmonton which has 
membership and a building. This com-
mittee meets four times each year to 
discuss 1) issues that may be occurring 
within our community, while seeking 
positive solutions with the EPS, 2) raise 
awareness of the committees existence 
to provide community leaders and citi-
zens with a venue to discuss their spe-
cific safety, security, and policing needs 
and concerns, and 3) assist in building 
partnerships, recruitment, and elimi-
nating barriers to police service func-
tions and community information with 
the CAC, in other words, the Chief of 
the Edmonton Police Services and sen-
ior personnel, as well as other security 
agencies. The Jewish Federation of Ed-
monton works with local Edmonton 
Police Services in the areas of commu-
nity safety and security.  

Security is a long-term issue facing 
Jewish Communities. It is not some-
thing that can be effectively addressed 
with each new alert or increased sense 
of risk. Solutions implemented in this 
manner can be costly and less effective. 
Proactive security planning and com-
munication are essential to keeping 
our community safe and vibrant should 
a critical incident occur. 

As we look ahead to a year of op-
portunity and unity, I would like to wish 
our community a peaceful, safe, and 
happy 2017. 

For more information, please con-
tact Tal Toubiana at (780) 487-0585 
ext.204 or talt@edjfed.org 

 
 
 Federation Mission Trips 
 
 
impact of Federation giving. To the 
contrary, we were enacting the very syn-
ergistic and complementary nature of 
the Federation-beneficiary relationship. 
As a Jewish professional, it took going 
on a mission for me to truly realize the 
value of this publicly enacted relation-
ship and acknowledge that a mission 
trip to Israel could expose me to more 
about this complex country than I 
could have imagined. Despite my many 
trips to Israel, there was a new face to 
the country to discover, and that face  
 

 
 
pivoted in the direction of the North 
American-Israeli relationship. As our 
bus rolled on to Ben Gurion Airport at 
the end of the mission, I remember let-
ting out an audible sigh. My precon-
ceived notions had been challenged 
and I had learned something new that 
I would take back to my work and com-
ing conversations about Israel. I deeply 
value the work of our Federations and 
I hope to relate that Federation story, 
in addition to my stories from Israel, to 
our communities as we foster growth in 
our ever-more-complex Jewish commu-
nal world.  

 
 

 
 
Daniel Larson is a second-year 

FEREP graduate student in the Horn-
stein Jewish Professional Leadership 
Program at Brandeis University, where 
he is pursuing an MA in Jewish Profes-
sional Leadership and an MBA in Non-
profit Management at the Heller 
School for Social Policy and Manage-
ment. Prior to returning to academia, 
he served as the Campaign Coordina-
tor and Director of Communications at 
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton in 
Alberta, Canada. 

A 
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PJ Library Children’s Programs Growing 
BY DANI URETSKY 

oday, PJ Library in Ed-
monton is 200 children 

strong. This is a fantastic 
number considering our 

small community. On December 24th, 
we celebrated Chanukah at the Fanta-
syland Hotel. This program was amaz-
ing! It was a cold and snowy day but we 
had 200 members of the community 
come out and celebrate Chanukah 
with us, many friendly familiar faces, 
but many new faces as well. PJ would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
Yaara Shabtai for coordinating this 
wonderful program and to Rabbi Dovid 
Pinson for making our delicious hot 
dog supper.  

This year, we are going to try to 
have programs linked to all the major 
holidays, partnering with various or-
ganizations in our community. We are 
looking forward to our next program, a 
Havdallah celebration, with Beth Sha-
lom on Saturday, January 21st at 5:00 

pm at the Talmud Torah Multi-purpose 
room. Also watch for our PJ Purim 
Party in March! 

If you have a child between the 
ages of six months to eight years of age, 
then PJ Library is the program for you! 
Sign up your child for a FREE monthly, 
Jewish-themed book or CD. To sign up 
go to www.pjlibrary.org or for more in-
formation contact Dani at 780-487-
0585 ext. 205 or daniu@edjfed.org 

This is a valuable engagement pro-
gram not to be missed out on! 

 
Remembrance Day 

n Friday, November 11th, 2016, 
the community gathered at the 

Edmonton Jewish Cemetery to re-
member those Jewish Edmontonians 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fense of our Canadian freedoms. 
Rabbi Kliel Rose of Beth Shalom led 
us in a D’var Torah in the chapel.  
 Members of BBYO led us out to 
the Cenotaph to complete the services 
with a recitation of the El Moleh Ra-
chamim by Cantor David Mannes and 
Ben Comer played “The Last Post” on 
the bugle which was then followed by 
various Jewish community representa-
tives laying their wreaths at the Ceno-
taph in remembrance. As always, a 
special thank you goes out to Ken 
Wasserman, Dave Marcus, and Murray 
Glick for their many years of contin-
ued assistance in running this pro-
gram and making sure it goes 
smoothly.  
 

 
 

T 

O 

BBYO Colour Guard at Remembrance Day. 

The PJ Library Chanukah party was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Having fun at the PJ Library Chanukah 
party. 
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Hello There Again from Hillel! 
BY ELI SABBAH 
 

ow! We cannot believe 
that half the year is 

over already. Hope every-
one has a restful winter 
break, and are ready to 

start cramming away again!  
We have definitely enjoyed some 

nice events in the last couple of 
months. We had a phenomenal and 
successful " L'Chaims in the Sukkah" 
back at the end of October, where we 
had some great food and music, and 
had it last all the way until 1am!!! Being 
outside that long in the winter would 
usually be prohibitive taking the 
weather into consideration… however, 
we were surrounded by the mighty glow 
of all our spirits combined, and I don't 
think anyone even noticed! 

Later in the month, we had a great 
informative "Lunch and Learn" with 
Judy Zelikovitz, the Vice President of 
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs. 
We spoke about advocacy on campus, 
the many different resources available 
to us as Jewish students on campus, 
and fellowship program opportunities 
for those who want to take the plunge 
into Canadian Jewish Advocacy from a 

larger and more 
impacting national 
perspective, as well 
as educational op-
portunities abroad 
in Israel for those 
wanting to advance 
their career path in technology, busi-
ness, health, and of course, Jewish Ed-
ucation. Food was generously catered 
by Cafe Levi, and we sure do appreciate 
the free grub! 

We had our first Jews and Brews of 
the year last month at Dewey's at the 
University of Alberta. The event was 
cozy, with members from other student 
organizations coming out to meet the 
Jew Crew on campus. We had repre-
sentatives from the PC Party on cam-
pus, as well as the Pro Choice and life, 
and the Russian association. We had 
some great food and drink sponsored 
as well, and it was a good time shared 
by all. The connections we can make to 
the student body as a whole are defi-
nitely very rewarding, and with all of the 
troubling news continuing to circle the 
media, it feels wonderful to know that 
we have embracing friends on campus. 

We have 
Shabbat Shabang 
Unplugged hap-
pening on Jan 27 
– 29 in Winnipeg 
for Calgary, Ed-
monton, and Win-
nipeg students to 
get together and 
spend an entire 
Shabbat. The 
event promises to 
be filled with great 
times, food, dis-
cussions, pro-
grams, and just a 
heck of a lot of 
fun! Scholarships 
are available to 
those who require 
assistance for 
transportation, so 
please register 
and contact me 
ASAP to get ON 
BOARD! 

Future events 
we have planned: 

We have another JEWS and BREWS 
being planned for the first week of Feb-
ruary, so stay tuned for that. We will be 
having a lunch and learn in a couple of 
weeks with Rabbi Kliel Rose, which 
promises to be enlightening and satiat-
ing, (of course, there will always be free 
food). We are also planning a lunch 
and learn event very soon that will fea-
ture a surprise guest; an ex-Israeli Mili-
tary officer, who will excite us with 
some INCREDIBLE stories about being 
on the front lines! Stay tuned! 

We will also be going to a breakout 
puzzle room event towards the middle 
to end of February. Can you figure out 
the solution to break out and escape 
with your friends, and solve the puzzle? 
We will find out! 

Our Jews, Brews, and Canoes event 
will be later on in the spring time, 
where we get together with the Calgary 
student group, and spend a joyous time 
on the Camp BB camp grounds. A true 
camping event for young adult stu-
dents, that is a blast every year, and 
that you for sure do NOT want to miss 
out! 

Thank you to all our supporters in 
the community. Without you, we would 
not be as vibrant and exciting as we 
can be. And if anyone would ever like 
to contact me for any potential event 
ideas, or with any other questions, com-
ments or concerns, please do not hesi-
tate to reach out to me. My email is 
elis@edjfed.org and my phone number 
is (780) 266-4500

W 

Hillel of Edmonton celebrating Jews and Brews. 

Hillel welcomes Judy Zelikovitz, VP of CIJA. 
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From the President 
 

 
 

 

our concern. We are continuing to 
work with her to find a solution.  We 
are cautiously optimistic that progress 
can be made. 

In the coming year we hope to fo-
cus on strategic planning. David Eisen-
stat is the incoming chair of this com-
mittee. It is a difficult process but, given 
the diversity of services JFED tries to 
deliver, it is worthwhile examining how 
we can improve what we do. 

Another important JFED task is to 
continue the process of exploring re-
placement of the JCC. We made some 
progress this year, striking a Federation 
committee to begin negotiations with                               
the Talmud Torah. The mandate of 
that committee is to implement the 
Board’s direction to begin negotiations 
with Talmud Torah with a view to try-
ing to achieve an agreement to co-lo-
cate a JCC on TT lands.  Clive Oshry is 
chairing that committee. Members of 
that committee are myself, Marshall 
Hundert, Chloe Soibelman, Shane 
Asbell and Howard Anson.  We had 
our first meeting but since then TT has 
undergone a significant change in 
Board members and is focused on 
challenges in dealing with operations. 
We are taking steps to conduct further 

due diligence regarding the site and ex-
plore options while we wait for TT to 
reconstitute their negotiating commit-
tee. We expect the process will be rein-
vigorated likely in later in the new year, 
perhaps early spring. 

For those who were also present at 
last year’s AGM, we concluded a corpo-
rate re-organization this year, reducing 
our family of entities by two, which will 
result in savings to our organization. 
Thanks again to Steve Shafir for shep-
herding us through years of bylaw revi-
sions to reach that point. 

We recently concluded our UJA 
campaign for the 2016/17 season.  The 
campaign did quite well in a tough 
economy. The results are amazing 
when you consider the circumstances.  
Thanks to our co-chairs Suzanne Davis 
and Lisa Redmond for their leadership. 
Thanks also to Orna Richter for her 
tireless work and to Elianna Lisan for 
her support. 

I would like to publicly thank and 
recognize some people who have con-
tributed to Federation and our com-
munity this year.  Thank you to all the 
board members for their contributions 
this year. Some board members’ will 
not be continuing with Federation this 

year, Chloe Soibel-
man, Alan Richter, 
Matt Singer, Erin Is-
man and Marni 
Kondor. Thank you 
for your contribu-
tions. Thank you to 
Suzanne Davis who 
is concluding her 
second year as UJA 
co-chair.  Suzanne 
was an active mem-
ber of the Board 

some years back and came out of re-
tirement to act as co-chair, so she de-
serves a Yasher Koach for her persever-
ance. Thanks also to Sarah Dolgoy who 
is stepping down from the executive 
committee but she was re-elected to 
the Board and will continue in her role 
as co-chair of JCORE.  Thanks also to 
Steve Shafir who is concluding his 
three-year term as Treasurer and to 
Lisa Miller who will be taking over this 
role. Steve has made significant contri-
butions to JFED for years and I expect 
he will continue to on the Board and 
executive of JFED. Steve also serves on 
the Board of CIJA. 

Thank you as well to Federation 
CEO Debby Shoctor and the staff, 
Elianna Lisan, Dani Uretsky, Orna 
Richter, Tal Toubiana, Eli Sabbah and 
Betty Koss for all their hard work and 
dedication to Federation this past year. 
It’s a very small staff tasked with a di-
verse range of responsibilities but they 
accomplish a tremendous amount for 
Federation. Debby is passionate about 
our community and works tirelessly at 
her job for the Federation and for the 
general betterment of our entire com-
munity. 

I have deliberately used the pro-
noun “we” in these remarks in refer-
ence to all the members of JFED. This 
organization works through the gener-
ous donations in time, money and en-
ergy from its donors and so many 
members of our community. We really 
can accomplish so much more to-
gether. Thank you for your contribu-
tions, for your trust, for your passion 
and interest in the welfare of our com-
munity.  

Ellery Lew 
President

Continued from Page 2 

 
The Jewish Free Loan Association of Edmonton 

grants interest free loans to members of our Jewish 
Community who require financial assistance. 

Loan recipients maintain dignity and self-sufficiency 
as they repay their loans.  

 
For further information, please refer to the Jewish 
Federation of Edmonton website or email us at  

jewishfreeloan@edjfed.org   
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2016 UJA Campaign Wrap-Up 
n many levels, the 2016 UJA Cam-
paign has been an important one 

for our community. It helped raise 
greatly needed funds to support vital 
Federation programs and services such 
as PJ Library, holocaust education for 
teens, BBYO, JCORE, Edmonton Free 
Loan Society, Edmonton Jewish Film 
Festival, Yom Ha’zikaron, Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, and Heritage Days Israel 
Pavilion. It provided a variety of events, 
including guest lecturers and speakers, 
which helped keep our community en-
gaged and informed on important is-
sues surrounding Israel and our global 
Jewish community. It also allocated 
60% of its funds to support local Jewish 
beneficiary agencies. In addition, it has 
served as a tool to help educate our 
community on the importance of giving 
back. 

We have been so moved by the 
show of support of our community to 
the annual Campaign, which raised 
over our stated goal of $1.1 million, 
plus an additional almost $8000 was 
raised towards our local plus giving 
campaign providing families in need 
with subsidies for Talmud Torah and 
Camp BB. We have also been delighted 

with the many new do-
nors and canvassers 
who have joined our 
Campaign this year.  

With the 2016 
Campaign behind us, 
we are looking forward 
to the upcoming 2017 
UJA Campaign this Fall 
and the many opportu-
nities it will bring. As we 
continue to work to en-
gage the younger generation, we hope 
to strengthen our UJA Campaign so 
that we may in turn create a stronger 
and more vibrant Edmonton Jewish 
community for us all. 

Thanks to the tremendous and 
dedicated efforts of our UJA co-chairs, 
Suzanne Davis & Lisa Redmond, our 
75 volunteer canvassers, and the heart-
felt support of more than 600 thought-
ful and generous donors. The many 
volunteers who joined us as canvassers 
provided important leadership, valua-
ble expertise and support for our Cam-
paign and to them we extend our great-
est respect and gratitude. To our many 
donors, we provide our warmest thanks 
and appreciation. Your outpouring of  

generosity, vision and compassion 
demonstrated that, through UJA’s col-
lective fund, we can do more, make 
profound advances, and allocate funds 
in a strategic way, transforming Jewish 
lives in Edmonton, Israel, and across 
the globe. You make everything we do 
possible. 

Please help us continue to keep 
our Jewish community safe, strong, and 
vibrant.  Get involved. Donate, partici-
pate or volunteer. Your lives will be en-
riched by your participation. And we 
hope you will join us for what comes 
next. To get involved or for more infor-
mation, please contact Orna Richter at 
780-487-0585 extension 206 or at     
ornar@edjfed.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

O 

Upcoming Events: 
Feb. 6: JFE Board Meeting  

Feb. 12: Tu B’Shevat  
Tobogganing Co-Sponsored 
By JNF, PJ Library & J.CORE 

Feb. 21: Western Donor 
Appreciation, Palm Springs 

Feb. 21: JNF Co-Sponsored 
Tu B’Shevat Concert 

Feb.: J.CORE Pub Night, TBA 

March 5: Purim Family Carnival 
Co-Sponsored by J.CORE & 
PJ Library 

March 6: JFE Board Meeting 

March: J.CORE Pub Night, TBA 

April 5: JFE Board Meeting 

April 23: Yom Hashoah, Alberta 
Legislature Grounds 
 

April 30: Community Yom 
Hazikaron Commemoration 

May 2: Community Yom 
Ha’atzmaut Celebration, Beth 
Israel Synagogue 

May 3: JFE Board Meeting 

May 17: Opening of the 
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival, 
Landmark City Centre 
 

UJA Co-Chairs Suzanne Davis and Lisa Redmond. 

Shannon Goldford, Eric Schloss, Eli Sabbah, Elexis Schloss, Sarah Dolgoy and Orna 
Richter at the Cellathon. Adam Zepp and Anika Gee at the Cellathon. 


