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Today marks International Holocaust Remembrance Day, a memorial day established 
by the United Nations in 2005. Yom HaShoah is also Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
which we recognize each spring. Why are there two?  

The fundamental difference between these days is internal versus external. Yom 
HaShoah, technically Yom HaShoah Ve-Hagevurah (Day of (Remembrance of) the 
Holocaust and the Heroism) is the time set aside in the Jewish calendar for 
remembering the Holocaust. The Israeli Knesset legally installed it in 1953 as the 27th 
of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which corresponds to the beginning of the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising.  

The United Nations established International Holocaust Remembrance Day after the 
60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. The focus of this day is to promote 
remembrance and learning about the Holocaust worldwide. While commemoration is 
part of the day’s purpose, the primary focus is in outreach and education. For more 
on this, check out this piece on jewishunpacked.com.  

We are honouring International Holocaust Remembrance Day in a few special ways. 
Last night, Dara Horn, the author of People Love Dead Jews, masterfully shared her 
exploration of how the treatment of the memory and record of the Jewish people is 
strikingly distinctive from the approach of living Jews throughout history.   

Edmonton is also taking part in the #WeRemember campaign by lighting three city 
monuments in yellow. Last night, the City of Edmonton lit High Level Bridge. They will 
illuminate both City Hall and the Muttart Conservatory in yellow tonight. We also 
encouraged Edmontonians to take part by uploading photographs of themselves 
holding “#WeRemember” signs and to post them to social media using the hashtag 
#WeRemember and tagging @JewishEdmonton, @cijainfo, and 
@worldjewishcongress. We have advertised this campaign on our social media 
platforms. It runs through the end of today.  

Although commemorative days are fleeting, our year-round efforts to support 
Holocaust education are ongoing and dynamic. Traditionally, we have focused on high 
schools with our school outreach programs. We are now connecting with junior high 
schools in the area with some new resources developed for younger students. This 
spring, we are also planning to bring back the in-person Dianne and Irving Kipnes 
Holocaust Education Symposium for high school students (we offered it virtually since 
COVID-19 began).    

Holocaust education has many facets, including educating Jewish students in the 
community. The March of the Living program is one of the most effective and 
meaningful experiences for Jewish students to learn about the Holocaust. After a 
three-year hiatus, we have four students from Edmonton who will take part this year. 
Currently, they are engaged in pre-trip training and I’m inspired by their thirst for 
knowledge and their dedication to the responsibility of teaching about the Holocaust 
for years to come.  

http://www.jewishedmonton.org/
https://jewishunpacked.com/what-is-the-difference-between-yom-hashoah-and-holocaust-remembrance-day/
https://www.cija.ca/weremember/
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Finally, Ben Freeman will speak on February 9. His focus will be on combatting 
antisemitism through Jewish pride. However, he is a Holocaust educator by trade and 
incredibly knowledgeable about historical and contemporary antisemitism. We are 
excited that the Canadian ambassador to Israel, Lisa Stadelbauer, will be in 
attendance. We hope you will purchase tickets and join us for this important 
community event. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Jenn 

http://www.jewishedmonton.org/
https://conta.cc/3GHYiie

