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In her keynote presentation at the #nomoreantisemitism conference, editor Alana 
Newhouse noted that Tablet magazine exists to “make Jews smarter about the world 
and make the world smarter about Jews.” This was only one of the brilliant things I 
heard in the three days of incredible content. Alana’s words stay with me as I 
approach my practice anew after such an intense training experience. 

As my work at the Federation encompasses supporting learning within the Jewish 
community and learning about the Jewish community, this concept feels like an 
excellent framework for Jewish education as a universal idea. We need to both inform 
Jews and to enlighten the world about Jews. 

I attended the Holocaust education track at the conference in Hamilton. While hearing 
about the excellent resources that are available for teaching about the Holocaust, a 
common thread flowed through these presentations and the overall conference - that 
of the richness and value of Jewish life. We have to be sure to teach about the 
vibrancy of Jewish existence both before and after the Holocaust. We also have to 
ensure that we are not leaving students only with images of dead Jews. Judaism is 
very much alive and well despite the horrors our community faced, which is a miracle 
of Jewish resilience. 

As an educator and a Jew, I will always emphasize the importance of Holocaust 
education and continue to teach about the Holocaust and advocate for its inclusion 
in public education. However, I am also newly committed to figuring out how we 
instruct about and share the gift of Jewish life now and throughout history. 

This idea came up in the Alberta Hate Crimes Committee focus group this week. We 
also discussed antisemitic crimes, incidents, and attitudes that members of our 
community have experienced. The horrible reality that antisemitism continues to 
thrive in Alberta, paired with the fact that Jews are a significant minority in this 
province, leaves us work to do. We must commit to sharing the beauty and wonder of 
our culture and traditions with our neighbours and the phenomenon of who we are as 
human beings and citizens who take part in civic life and make Canada a better place 
for all.   

Author Dara Horn began the conference with another excellent keynote introduction. 
She shared jarring stories of antisemitism throughout history to the current moment. 
However, she too had a theme of hope when asked for her thoughts on what to do 
about it. Her resounding message was: “Be more Jewish!” Meaning, embrace Judaism 
and Jewish life in whatever way is meaningful and fulfilling to you. There are 
innumerous points of entry and engagement, and we can lead by example. If we want 
to make the world smarter about Jews, engaging in Judaism ourselves is a great start.  

Shabbat Shalom, 

Jenn 
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