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I firmly believe that our capacity to combat antisemitism and to instill Jewish pride rests with a connection 
to Israel, our ancestral homeland.  I love the food, the rich history, the music, and seeing flags and 
mezuzahs in unexpected places. It is no secret I enjoy a visit to Israel, and was visiting last week on behalf 
of our community. The sunshine and warmth were a bonus as temperatures lowered in Edmonton. Each 
visit is unique, and this one was no exception.  

I had the privilege of attending the Jewish Agency Board of Governors (JAFI) meeting. I want to thank you, 
our UJA donors, who ensure that Edmonton is contributing to the work of  JAFI where the most pressing 
issues facing the Jewish world were discussed and presented. Of course, election results were a hot topic; 
To that end, we are really looking forward to having Yaron Deckel, Regional Director for Canada, join us 
at the AGM to discuss the Israeli election results and implications. He has a keen ability to put this in 
context, given his career as a former journalist and political commentator.   

Young adult connection to Israel is a concern to the diaspora, especially post-pandemic and with the rise 
in contemporary antisemitism. We learned about the impact of the MASA gap year programs, in particular 
career internship programs, with proven results of deepened connections to Israel and Jewish identity. 
We learned of the JAFI efforts to protect and promote the egalitarian section of the Kotel, starting with 
concrete security actions and plans for pluralistic celebrations. We also learned of a significant challenge 
JAFI will face this year, the absorption of olim (immigrants making Aliyah to Israel). In a typical year,  28 
000 olim come from North America and Europe. This year they are anticipating a further 60 000 olim, from 
Russia and Ukraine alone. This will be the largest wave of Eastern European Aliyah and absorption since 
the 1990s.    

On the heels of the meeting, I joined colleagues in Northern Galilee for our coast-to-coast partnership. 
For over 20 years Edmonton has been part of the Partnership Together (P2G) Coast-to- Coast relationship. 
I had the absolute privilege of taking part in the exchange, which felt more like a family reunion. The 
hospitality was incredible.  Should you be planning a trip to Israel, I encourage a trip to the North and can 
ensure that you will be given a warm welcome as well.   

Every Jewish Federation in North America is twinned with a partner community. Our partnership is unique 
in that it brings 11 communities together and benefits an entire region. Working together with our 
Canadian partners (Vancouver, Calgary, Winnipeg, Ottawa, and Atlantic Canada) and with  5 Israeli 
Communities (Yesod Hama’ala, Galil Elion, Kiryat Shemona, Mevoot Hahermon and Metulla), we have 
cultivated relationships and opportunities to support the capacity building and infrastructure for the 
benefit of all, as well as individual projects that individual communities or donors may take on. Volunteers, 
Mayors, and CEOs have learned more about one another’s Jewish way of life through the exchange.   

While a longer message than usual, I would like to take a moment to share with you a few examples of 
the work that we have been fortunate to support;   

This past spring, our professional on the ground approached the mental health clinic for youth in Kiryat 
Shemona that the partnership has supported. How were they coping at this point in the pandemic?   

The demand for services is overwhelming. Staff burnout. Kids and families in crisis. Sparse and shabby 
furnishings. The clinic is the last line of defense before hospitalization (a few hours away) for eating 
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disorders and acute mental health crises. The chair of the Canadian side of the group asked if our 
communities would all contribute to supporting this endeavor. We all provided funding that spruced up 
the clinic, hired a psychiatrist, and ensured operational funds were in place for the next 3 years. The staff 
cried when they were told.   

We visited with the staff at the clinic, who truly appreciate that there are donors who want to understand 
and come and see their operations. The clinic is modest, as is the furniture. The kitchen is a small galley, 
that is now sporting a high-top table and 2 stools. The director proudly told me how he often uses this 
space for a coffee with his laptop, which now allows for increased efficiency and comfort. He can get work 
done whenever a therapist makes use of his office to see a patient.   

Our opening night entertainment was amazing to behold. We had a teen perform ‘Jewish rap’, his form 
and style straight out of a music video. What I learned the next day, was that this young man will not look 
you in the eye and has difficulty speaking as his words are slurred. But put him with a microphone and 
play some music, and you would swear you were at the Grammys! The social worker who runs a social 
club for teens on the spectrum told us about the program he benefits from and that connects him with 
other young adults. For most, it is their only social outlet.   

Finally, along with our P2G chair, Erin Wright, I visited with the Arab and Jewish youth from Metulla and 
the neighboring village of Tubba, who came together in an unprecedented exchange funded by our film 
festival. Against all odds and prejudices, with a language barrier and much fear and uncertainty from their 
families and friends, two young women guided 25 teens in relationship building to get to know their 
neighbors. The impetus came from Miri, a parent and volunteer leader in the partnership. I will be sharing 
more about this project in the near future, but suffice it to say, as Erin did to the counsellors– “if you are 
the future, the future is bright”.   

Shabbat Shalom  

  

Stacey   
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