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“Let there be such oneness between us that when one cries, the other tastes salt.”—
Old Hebrew saying. 
 
When I was a young Jew in Toronto, I took my community for granted. Most people I 
knew were Jewish, the community was accessible, and events were as many as the 
days of the week. I left Toronto at 34 and moved to rural British Columbia to a place 
with few Jews. It was only then that I came to appreciate the importance of a 
Jewish community. Isolated, living in the wilderness, and surrounded by strangers, I 
started a new family. Suddenly, there were few Jewish choices available to help 
raise my child and no Jewish role models. After three years of trying to raise a 
Jewish child in this setting, I moved to Edmonton. I wanted to be closer to a 
community so our family could maintain Jewish heritage, customs, traditions, and 
values. I realized that this was a task that no individual could do alone. 
 
The meaning of being Jewish to me did not turn up from thin air. Instead, it was born 
of the efforts of the community in Toronto to raise Jewish leaders. My local 
Federation supported my preschool, my Hebrew Day school, the Jewish camp where 
I had my first job, the BBYO activities I attended, and my local Hillel. As a young 
Jewish professional in Toronto, our local Federation bolstered every major Jewish 
party, holiday event, and volunteer event. Through these community endeavors, at 
every stage of life, it gave me the opportunity to meet Jewish friends and peers that 
became friends for life. Some developed into mentors and work colleagues I remain 
in touch with. Every lived encounter with other Jewish people led to a deep Jewish 
identity and understanding of the value of being Jewish in my consciousness.  
 
If we hope for our grandchildren to be Jewish, the next generation is the critical 
bridge. Giving young Jewish adults opportunities to meet, have positive fun 
experiences, experience caring together, and form intimate relationships with each 
other are the keys to ensuring that we transmit a sense of community to the next 
generation. Who doesn’t cherish the feeling that when you are sick, someone arrives 
at your door with soup? And if you say no, well, they insist and leave it for you, 
anyway. Kelal Yisrael is a collective, consistently interacting with the environment, 
and yet also always maintaining a common destiny.  
 
My goal is to ensure that each young Jewish person in Edmonton knows they can 
regularly meet a Jewish friend, connect with a colleague, ask a peer for help, and be 
there for others in our community. This is how all humans develop the condition of 
caring. Without developing this character in our 20s and 30s, we do not move on to 
the desire for generativity. Strong communities are not born overnight. They emerge 
from consistent efforts, events, meetings, networks, agreements, disagreements, 
and working through it all year after year together as a community. Each generation 
faces this responsibility. If we want a Jewish community in the future, we need to be 
Jewish together today.  
 
As my role begins, I am trying to meet as many young Jewish adults in Edmonton as 
possible to learn what they want from the community and from each other. I would 

http://www.jewishedmonton.org/


 
 

 
 

100, 10220-156 St. Edmonton, AB T5P 2R1 (780) 487-0585 www.jewishedmonton.org 
 

love to know what events, programs, and activities interest them. I wish to identify 
what challenges they are facing, and how they relate to other Jewish peers.  
 
I am already helping young adults in our community connect. Last month, someone 
generously lent the Federation a physical location for Hillel. Members of the 
community gave in-kind donations of furniture and items the student need to make 
the space a fantastic hangout. The students still require Wi-Fi so that they can 
watch movies and sports collectively, and listen to music together. In addition, a 
group of young Jewish adults met for drinks after work. We enjoyed beers while 
meeting David Friedland from the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs and learned 
about engaging with policy and advocacy from a Jewish perspective. Everyone had 
a great time.  
 
Many more fun activities to connect young Jewish adults and the broader 
community are on their way. In December, we will hold an after-work Drinks and 
Dreidels downtown. More events, such as a wine and cheese mixer, outdoor, art and 
cultural activities, are underway for 2023. If you are a young adult in your 20s or 30s 
or can identify someone who is, let’s talk! You can reach me at jmedalye@edjefd.org 
or call me at 780-487-0585, ext.209, including the contributions for the Hillel 
Hangout. 
 
Shabbat shalom, 
 
Jacqueline 
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