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Through the video stories shared with us by community members, we can see the 
impact of your United Jewish Appeal (UJA) gift. You can find these stories can be 
found weekly in The Bridge, our Facebook page, on Instagram, and on our YouTube 
channel. We are keen to share their words with you. In one video, our new Shalom 
Baby Parent Connector, Laura Taylor, says “support and funding from the UJA 
campaign allows us to keep doing the work…really building that connection and that 
network of the next generation of the Jewish community in Edmonton.”   
 
Now we go forward, building leadership at all levels in our community. We provide 
opportunities for training, mentorship, and volunteering. If you have read our UJA 
brochure, you already know that this is one of the many ways we are leveraging your 
UJA gift for the betterment of the community.   
 
The videos mentioned above are a wonderful example of how we could apply for a 
Canada Summer Jobs grant. The grant allowed us to hire and mentor a student from 
our community, Cas Allen. Cas has continued on with us on a small contract to 
produce these videos under the guidance of Tammy Vineberg.   
 
As we move forward with implementing our strategic plan, I hope you join me in 
giving a warm welcome to the newest member of our team, Jacqueline Medalye. 
Jacqueline will focus on next generation engagement, including the development of 
future leaders and supporting our advocacy efforts. Jacqueline is originally from 
Toronto, and moved to Edmonton after living in rural British Columbia with her 
husband and young son. Her connection through PJ Library inspired her to move to 
Edmonton, and her extensive background will make her an asset to our organization. 
We look forward to further introducing her to you in the coming weeks.    
 
We have always known Edmonton as a ‘last minute’ city for programming and 
events. Typically, people purchase tickets in a flurry in the last days leading up to an 
event. With thanks to our incredible new committee, the in-person component of the 
November 6 cooking demo with Bonnie Stern and her daughter Anna Rupert is a 
sellout!! All is not lost; the intergenerational committee has ensured that you can 
still take part via Zoom. Tickets are available and we have the new cookbook 
available for sale as well. Any proceeds from the event will go towards the UJA fund 
at our Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation.   
 
Although the chaggim made for a short week, we still held an information session for 
a return to the March of the Living program, as well as the upcoming JCC Maccabi 
games taking place in Florida and Israel. The number of people expressing an 
interest in these programs, some of whom have not taken part in community 
activities and were eager to find out more, energized us. In case you missed it, you 
can contact volunteer delegation heads Marit Abrams and Chloe Soibelman at 
jccmaccabi@edjfed.org for more information on Maccabi Games and Jenn 
Magalnick at magalj@edjfed.org for material about March of the Living 2023.  
 
With the UJA campaign underway, I want to thank our canvassers who are making 
calls, hearing your concerns and telling you about the amazing work being 
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supported by your gifts. My 50 4 50 campaign is picking up, as I look to raise my gift 
with your help. The goal is 50 new UJA donors under 50 years old, who commit 50 or 
more. I will match 50 to their donation, as an increase to my UJA gift.   
 
All this activity and support from the community is exciting to see how we move 
forward. 
 
Shabbat shalom, 

 
 

Stacey 
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