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I had the joy and privilege of seeing all the students at Talmud Torah School this 
week and reading stories to them for Read in Week. I loved seeing the children sitting 
across the new lunchroom, gathered together. My visit recalled fond memories as a 
parent of my own children’s classrooms. Although I was graciously introduced as a 
community leader, I told them my most critical job was raising my three daughters, 
who attended Talmud Torah School. Not only did they receive an outstanding 
education, they have strong Jewish identities and friendships that began at the 
school.  
 
I will head back to Talmud Torah for the Chaggim Tishrei assembly and hosting a 
sukkah schmooze after with school president Leeor Eliyahu where we can visit with 
parents. Connecting with our community partners is essential to our work at the 
Federation. The conversations lead to solid relations, resulting in partnering in 
programs and learning how we can support one another.  
 
This is why this week’s board meeting with community representatives is so 
essential. It’s a chance to share information and find how the needs of each 
organization. But not every meeting has to be all about business. We are kicking off 
this session with a visit in the sukkah together so that we may rejoice in a return to 
in-person gatherings as we move forward!   
 
Partnerships extend to outside of our Jewish community. Our Jewish Federation has 
been working with the Edmonton Public Library to host an important exhibit, with a 
talk by the artist Carol Wylie and educator Terri Cardinal. While the exhibit will be on 
display until November 25, two art therapy workshops delivered by Jewish Family 
Services enhance it. This project has been a wonderful experience for the organizing 
committee and community members in developing relationships with the Indigenous 
community. It’s also an opportunity for our agencies to work together. 
 
With the United Jewish Appeal (UJA) campaign underway, we can continue on our 
mission to mobilize resources to strengthen the community. Our allocations 
committee will meet next week to determine amounts to recommend to our board of 
directors based on requests we have received from Edmonton Jewish organizations. 
With your gift to UJA, you are strengthening our local community, supporting local 
programming, and building ties to our worldwide Jewish community.  
 
We have a beautiful forecast for the week ahead. I hope you can enjoy some time in 
a sukkah, whether one that you build or one that you visit. Each synagogue and 
Talmud Torah have sukkahs and events throughout the holiday.   
 
Shabbat shalom, 

 
 

Stacey 
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