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I’m discovering how important it is to connect with people in person again. For the 
last two years, we’ve been cautious about having meetings face to face and sticking 
with Zoom because it is safe for everyone. The Federation has been slowly migrating 
to back to in-person events and meetings, starting in April with the hybrid Edmonton 
Jewish Film Festival. I have to admit that online encounters aren’t the same as 
seeing bodies across the table from you, and I’m enjoying the connections I’ve had 
lately. 
 
Our board met in person last week for the first time since I started as CEO. It was a 
genuine pleasure to interact in ‘real time’ at our board retreat held at the Jewish 
Senior Citizens’ Centre. We examined reasons for stepping up to community 
leadership and delved into a range of areas as we turn attention to the new year 
ahead. One week later, I was in Winnipeg with counterparts from across Canada, at 
a national retreat of CEOs.   
 
In Winnipeg, we discussed our upcoming campaigns, how we are interacting with the 
next generation of philanthropists, and learned about Israel engagement programs, 
how our contributions to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the Jewish Distribution 
Committee are strengthening Israel, and more. While the scale may be different, the 
challenges we face in Edmonton are the same across Canada. We will continue to 
seek opportunities to strengthen Jewish Canada by working in collaboration with 
one another.    
 
This week I caught up with Jann Beeston, the executive director of Jewish Family 
Services. We talked about mental health, the complexity of cases moving out of 
COVID-19, and how we can collaborate on areas of concern for the entire 
community. Taking the time to understand about our beneficiaries, their struggles 
and projects they are taking on makes us more informed partners to better serve our 
community. Finding areas where we can enhance one another’s mission has been 
ongoing, and we appreciate their help in administering our Integrated Bursary 
Program this year.   
 
With JCC Maccabi participants glowing about their experience in San Diego and kids 
coming back from Camp BB Riback this weekend, it is not too soon to think about 
programs and activities for teens in Grade 7 to 12. We will hold an information night 
on September 11, where they can hear about what is available to them in the 
community. We will present about the much-expected return to the March of the 
Living. You can sign up for more information so that we will reach out to you once 
we start with March of the Living sign up sessions.  
 
We still have a bit of summer to go, with a hot weekend ahead. If you are heading 
downtown, consider donating some water to the Bissell Centre or other outreach 
programs. It is a perfect opportunity to cool off at the PJ Library spray pad event on 
Sunday.   
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Whether you are a parent who enjoys a brunch with free babysitting, or a fan of 
Broadway tunes, Brunch and Broadway honouring Dianne and Irv Kipnes at our 
United Jewish Appeal launch on Sunday, September 18 is sure to be a hit. 
Registration is now open. 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
 

 
 

Stacey 
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