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When I first moved to Edmonton in 2008, my eldest daughter joined her Grade 1 
friends for some Israeli dancing, which concluded with performances at the Heritage 
Festival. Two straight days of dance performances with ‘mini Aviv’ was my initial 
introduction to this incredible multicultural festival. For a few years, I danced as 
well, and then volunteered.  
 
The Israel Pavilion has been in place for over 40 years, showcasing Israeli culture 
and food. Award-winning, it continues to develop and to engage both members of 
our community as well as many Edmontonians who are curious to learn about the 
country and our customs.  
 
Why is this important? In a celebration of Jewish culture and faith, we can still 
celebrate our homeland and our right to self-determination in a Jewish state.  
 
As we were busy setting up the Israel Pavillion at Hawrelak Park, United Nations 
Human Rights commissioner Milon Kothari was making disturbing remarks 
contravening the guidelines of impartiality for the UN Commission of Inquiry. 
Repeating classic antisemitic tropes, he was flagrantly showing the anti-Israel bias 
of this commission. Read more about it in a press release by our advocacy agent, 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs. Canadian Ambassador Bob Rae condemned it in 
this statement on Twitter.  
 
“A Commission of Inquiry is different from a never-ending Inquisition. Blatantly 
biased, antisemitic comments are completely unworthy of the UN, the UN Human 
Rights Commission, and are a disgrace to institutions supposedly dedicated to the 
rule of law.” 
 
While we will not eradicate antisemitism, our efforts to mitigate and address it are 
crucial for us to live thriving, pubic Jewish lives to support Israel.  
 
Earlier this week we met with Associate Minister of Immigration and Multiculturalism, 
the Hon. Muhammad Yaseen, where we spoke about racism, the need for education, 
and we shared the unique aspects of antisemitism in the racism conversation. We 
also talked about the government intentions to combat these issues and the need to 
include Holocaust education in the curriculum for Grades 9-12, among other 
suggestions.  
 
Why is this important? When we call upon the Edmonton Police Service hate crimes 
unit to inform them of yet another piece of antisemitic graffiti in the city, they are 
responsive and take the issue seriously.  
 
On Sunday, a sign explaining the inclusive space of a bike lane, titled Everyone is 
Welcome, was further vandalized with “Except the Jews”. While there is no 
immediate threat, it is imperative that if you see something, say something. Let us 
know and report it to the authorities, as it is essential that we track these incidents 
and call them out and condemn them.  

http://www.jewishedmonton.org/
https://www.cija.ca/un_commissioner_promotes_antisemitic_conspiracy_theory
https://twitter.com/BobRae48/status/1552635724754812928
https://twitter.com/refinedstory/status/1551331810973343744
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Please join us in celebration at the Israel pavilion this Sunday and Monday. We have 
some fresh surprises in store for you and we are sure that you will love them. Say 
hello and thank you to over 60 volunteers who make this event a success. ETS is 
running buses to the park, from local neighbourhoods to park and ride centres, and 
there is a drop-off zone just outside the front gates.  
 
Shabbat Shalom, 

 
 

 
Stacey  
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