
 
 

100, 10220-156 St. Edmonton, AB T5P 2R1 (780) 487-0585 www.jewishedmonton.org 
 

The city is a buzz, and not just with bees pollinating. Fragrant trees blooming everywhere. 
The big buzz I am referring to is the Oilers progressing to the third series in the Stanley Cup 
Finals. (Might I add how versatile a player Zach Hyman is, with a goal scored in every game 
so far…) Jewish Alberta was on ‘shpilkes’ to see who would win the “Jewish Federations of 
Alberta Challenge”. I had the pleasure of watching a game with my counterpart from 
Calgary, Adam Silver, when we were at a conference together last week. While I enjoy that 
we ‘won’, and take great pleasure in seeing Adam now wearing an Oilers jersey, the 
genuine gratification is knowing that Alberta wins when we collaborate. While I appreciate 
the donation Adam has made to our United Jewish Appeal (UJA) campaign to honour our 
friendly wager, I also contributed to Calgary UJA campaign.    
 
The UJA campaign touches many lives in our community and beyond. This week kicked off 
the Integrated Bursary Program deliberations. It’s an anonymous and confidential process 
that ensures the most vulnerable in our community can access Jewish life and experiences 
at Talmud Torah School, Camp BB, BBYO, and more. I enjoy chatting with donors and 
informing them about ways that we are leveraging their funds to access matching grants 
and opportunities to stretch those dollars further. Finally, we are sharing the story with you 
in our weekly about 180 Ethiopian olim who are being reunited with their families as they 
landed on Israeli soil.   
 
Speaking of connecting with Israel, I returned from the Israel Embassy Summit in Ottawa. 
Steve Shafir and I represented Edmonton while attending workshops, panel discussions, 
and engaging in conversations with colleagues and friends from across the country. There 
was great focus on the many aspects of our communities’ relationships to Israel, whether 
educational, in economic partnerships, and in strengthening understanding around 
combating antizionism and antisemitism.  
 
We appreciated the opportunity to sit with a select group of Jewish leaders from across 
Canada and Nachman Shai, the Diaspora minister. We discussed the complexities of 
Jewish life in the diaspora and in particular in smaller centres. He showed a deep 
appreciation of the need to be vigilant to security and combatting antisemitism. He has such 
a passion to educate young Israelis about Jewish life in the diaspora.   
 
As we begin Shabbat and then Shavuot this weekend, we not only recognize the giving of 
the Torah, but in the reading of the Book of Ruth, we understand the love of the people with 
the love of the Land of Israel. As Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs CEO Shimon Koffler 
Fogel stated in the panel addressing relations between Israel and Canada’s Jewish 
communities, Israel is the anchor for the Jewish people's identity. Israel is the library. How 
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fitting as we enter Shavuot, with all night Torah study ahead, to think of the many ‘books’ in 
that library and where we can continue to learn and grow as a people.   

 
 

Stacey  


