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Love, History, Politics, Music – The 23rd EJFF Had it All!

Members of the Edmonton Jewish Film Festival Committee at the Festival.

BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN

9 films, 8
With
shorts,
7

languages, and
4 guest speakers, this year’s
Edmonton Jewish Film Festival
was one of the best-attended, most
diverse, and most event-packed
Film Festivals our Jewish Federation has ever hosted. Through an
outstanding array of documentaries, dramas, and comedies, enhanced by distinguished guest lectures, the EJFF offered an exceptional opportunity to explore a rich
and varied tapestry of Jewish lives
and experiences. Long-time festival
supporters were joined by newcomers, drawn by a full-page article in

the Edmonton Journal, and ads in
Avenue Magazine and the EJN,
keeping the theatre lively and
buzzing every night of The Festival.
The EJFF opened May 30th
with Shoelaces, a poignant Israeli
story of a 30-something man with
special needs who is learning to adjust to a new life with his estranged
father, after the death of his
mother. There was scarcely a dry
eye in the house when the film
ended. The screening was preceded by an elegant Sponsors’ Reception in the Landmark Theatre’s
atrium. Guests enjoyed a delicious
choice of Israeli appetizers, prepared by Catering by Ed. Also in-

cluded in the opening night program was the presentation of the
Earl Parker Award. The 2019 prize
went to KlezKanada, to produce a
film about Yiddish Glory: The Lost
Jewish Songs of the Red Army. The
film will be shot at the upcoming
summer festival.
Among Festival highlights was
the film, From Cairo to the Cloud.
Like an Indiana Jones adventure, it
took viewers to Egypt to find the
Cairo Geniza, the greatest treasuretrove of Jewish documents ever discovered. After the film, Rabbi Mark
Glickman gave a terrific talk that
combined amusing anecdotes with
scholarly commentary. Other hit
films were the dark Israeli comedy
Tel Aviv on Fire, The Waldheim

Waltz, a scathing expose of Kurt
Waldheim’s Nazi past, and The
Last Suit, a charming tale of an elderly Argentinean Holocaust survivor who returns to Poland to find
the friend who saved him, decades
before.
Continued on Page 7
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From the CEO’s Desk

the wake of the recent
Intragedy
at the Poway Syna-

gogue in Pittsburgh, people
have become more focused
on Security than ever before.
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton is not primarily focused on security; however, it has certainly become one of our main concerns over the past
few years. Established after the Second World
War, Federation is a cultural organization which
puts on programs in local communities, and
raises money for Israel, national and local organizations, as well as for its own programs, which
cover a gamut of Jewish communal life.
One of our increasingly important local programs is security, and we do a lot in that area,
but it is by no means all we do. We are not a
security company, nor the police, nor a bank
solely focussed on funding security needs in the
community, nor even experts in the field, but we
do liaise with experts, consult with constituent
organizations, lobby politicians for enhanced security funding and coverage, and, yes, allocate
some funds.
We organize and participate in the Jewish
Community Liaison Committee of the Edmonton Police Service, of which every Jewish Community Institution in Edmonton with membership and a building is a part, and in turn participate in the Chief`s Advisory Committee of the
EPS. Through them, Federation provides access
to designated EPS officers as well as the Chief
of Police, who are very helpful to us. We are also
in constant contact with Hate Crimes and have
built excellent relationships within the force,
and with the RCMP. We liaise regularly with our
designated EPS liaison officers Nicole
Chapdelaine and Keith Johnston, as well as Sgt.
Gary Willits of the Hate Crimes Division.
We belong to, and pay dues to, CIJA, which
has a national security program, and helps to
speak and lobby on behalf of the Canadian Jewish Community at a national level. Through
them, and our own efforts, we successfully lobbied the Federal Government to institute and enhance the Security Infrastructure Program, of
which several of our community institutions are
beneficiaries.
In addition, we have a designated security
officer, Tal Toubiana, who has security as a major part of his portfolio. He has done the following for our community organizations recently:
• Spent lots of hours sitting on security committees of our local intuitions;
• Designed emergency procedures manuals
for ourselves and our institutions;
• Performed multiple security assessments;
• Spent time researching a suitable security
firm to recommend to the community;
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• Brought the NCSP Director, Ryan Hartman
to see the buildings in our community;
• Invited the various security committees to
participate in training sessions;
• Delivered security briefings;
• Liaised with EPS on our members’ behalf;
• Spent many hours responding to the security concern emails - never leaving urgent matters to the next morning;
• Helped various institutions apply for SIP
grants. So far, Talmud Torah, Chevra Kadisha
and the Beth Israel have received these grants
to upgrade their security.
• Met with security committees on a regular
basis to address any concerns and update the
existing protocols.
• Offered help to communities, like the Muslim Community, to strengthen their security.
Tal does the above for all of our organizations on regular basis, and we pay him to do
so. We regularly post updates to the community
on the security situation locally, nationally and
internationally through our social media accounts, in our newsletter, and via email.
We also provide high-holiday security grants
to all synagogues on a yearly basis, which all the
major synagogues have applied for and been the
recipient of for the past few years. Our stagnant
and declining campaign does not allow us to put
more money towards this program at the present time. Perhaps if we weren’t losing donors
every year due to an aging population and the
increased factionalization of our community, we
could afford to give more.
Recently, President Steve Shafir and I met
with Councillor Sarah Hamilton, as well as with
Premier Jason Kenney to emphasize to them the
need for increased funding for police and Security Infrastructure. I also met with Federal Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale to ask for
funding, strengthened hate laws and gun control, and more oversight of online hate.
In the wake of a tragedy such as what happened in Poway, we must come together as a
community to support each other and all of our
institutions. There is no immediate way to prevent incidents like the one in Poway, or the one
in Pittsburgh, but by working together on our
committees, liaising with experts and providing
what funding we can, or lobbying all levels of
government to provide more grant funding, or
more policing, we can try to make the situation
less likely to recur. True leadership means that
we work to build bridges and make this a safer
and more secure community in many different
ways. Please join us in presenting a united front,
and in working together to combat terror and
insecurity.
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am writing this at a crossIroads
in our community. As

you all know, we have undertaken an open, transparent
and thorough process for the
building of a Jewish Community Centre over the past 10

years.
During this time, we heard from our membership that the preferred site was a campus facility attached to or on the Talmud Torah lands.
In December, 2018, at our Annual General Meeting, we obtained the approval of our membership to proceed with the building on the Talmud
Torah lands on the condition that we raise $1
million in additional funding for the operation
of the new JCC. Immediately after our AGM, the
Talmud Torah Society membership also voted in
favour of building a JCC on their property.
The Talmud Torah Society leadership decided to annul their membership’s vote and
have a second vote early in 2019. The reasons
for their vote need not be discussed here as
there were some internal issues that their leadership had with the voting process at their special meeting. At their second meeting, the Talmud Torah Society membership voted not to approve the agreement between the Talmud Torah
Society and the Jewish Federation of Edmonton
for the building of a JCC on Talmud Torah
lands.
We will not discuss our concerns regarding
the Talmud Torah Society meeting or the process which was used by the Talmud Torah Society during that meeting. However, we want the

President Steve Shafir and CEO Debby Shoctor meet with members of the Al Rashid Mosque.

community to know that we have raised our concerns directly with various members of the Talmud Torah Society leadership.
The membership of the Talmud Torah Society includes our membership. We are cognizant
of this and that in essence, it was partly our
membership that voted against the building of a
new JCC on the Talmud Torah lands. We know
that we will have to go back to the drawing
board with respect to how we will be proceeding
with the prospects of a Jewish Community Centre in Edmonton. We have maintained
communication with members of the Talmud Torah leadership since their vote, but
we have not negotiated further.
The Talmud Torah Society held their
Annual General Meeting in May, 2019.
Their leadership will be changing as a result of the elections to the board. I intend
to meet with their new president, once
elected in June, to discuss how the two organizations will move forward. It is my
hope that a joint statement from the Talmud Torah Society and the Jewish Federation of Edmonton will be sent to the community before the end of June.
Over the last few months, I have tried
to keep the community informed about
the process that the Jewish Federation is
undertaking regarding a future Jewish
Community Centre. I previously advised
that the Board of Directors was looking to
assemble a blue-ribbon committee to provide advice and direction to us with a
fresh set of eyes. I have reached out to
over a dozen people to lead that charge,
but there is little interest from those
whom I have approached. We therefore
will not be proceeding with a committee
Premier Jason Kenney with President Steve Shafir and daughter, and

to provide advice with respect to our options regarding the establishment of a JCC at this time
and we will be working internally toward a proposal to the community in the near future.
I do not want to elaborate on the various
options that we have for the use of the JCC
funds, which, to date, have remained untouched
and continue to accrue interest for the benefit
of our community. I plan on sharing more with
you after I have had the chance to have a discussion with the new leadership at the Talmud
Torah. However, it is important to note that we
are running up against a firm deadline from
Canada Revenue Agency for disposition or use
of the JCC funds, and we will need to decide in
short order how to use those funds; otherwise,
the charitable status of those funds may be lost
with negative tax implications.
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton provides numerous services and programming to
the Jewish community at large. The building of
a JCC has dominated most of the conversation
at Federation leadership over the past 2-3 years.
However, it is important to know that we do so
much more for this community and we will continue to strive to improve on what we offer to
the community and our various beneficiary organizations. Regardless of what may become of
a new JCC in Edmonton, the Jewish Federation’s main purpose continues to be for the betterment of Jewish life in Edmonton.
I am happy to discuss the many things that
we do throughout the year, both front and centre and behind the scenes, and I hope that I will
have the time to share more of this in the coming months.

Steve Shafir

President
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton

CEO Debby Shoctor at Yom Ha’atzmaut.

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG

4

Yom Hazikaron & Yom Ha’atzmaut
BY TAL TOUBIANA

Edmonton Jewish comThemunity
held the annual

Yom Hazikaron memorial
service, commemorating Israel’s 23,645 fallen soldiers
and victims of terror on May
8th, 2018 at Beth Israel Synagogue. This year, the service started with a traditional siren, followed by the reading of El Male
Rahamim by Bert Malo, a D’var Torah given by
Rabbi Zolly Claman and a speech by Jewish Federation of Edmonton president, Mr. Steven
Shafir. Participants read letters, poems and
songs written by bereaved parents and siblings
and led by Ben Ragosin on guitar.
With a sharp transition from grief and sadness to festivities and joy, members the Edmonton Jewish community came out to celebrate Israel’s birthday at 71, Thursday, May 9, 2019.
The event, sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Edmonton and co-hosted with Beth Shalom Synagogue and Temple Beth Ora, took
place at the Lodge at the Snow Valley Ski Resort and was enjoyed by all.
As people were shuffling in, guests took the
time to explore a new exhibit, Start Up People:
Israeli Innovations, celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut
2019 by Beit Hatfutsot Museum from Tel-Aviv,
Israel. Some of us chose to schmooze with
friends and family while soaking in the gorgeous
sunny evening and picturesque surroundings on
the deck. Kids and young families had so much
fun bouncing around the very unique obstacle
course and mega slides, all while enjoying unlimited slushies and popcorn (sorry parents), Israeli music by the one and only DJ Lop and a
face-painting artist, and a roving photographer.
Everyone enjoyed a Vegetarian BBQ meal, supervised by Rabbi Gila or prepared by Lauren
Baram. What a perfect start for a Yom
Ha’atzmaut party!
This year, the formal program was emceed
by Federation CEO Debby Shoctor. It began
with a short documentary on Israel’s 1st Prime
Minister, David Ben Gurion. Next, we were delighted to hear both Israel’s and Canada’s national anthems performed by our community’s
best kept secret, Emily Levine, led by the talented Ben Ragosin. Speeches were given by the
Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, the
Jewish Federation of Edmonton President, Mr.
Steven Shafir and a special guest, Alberta’s
newly elected Premier, Jason Kenney. In his
words “We live in an age of growing religious
persecution visited on people of many faiths in
many nations. It saddens me that even Canada
and Alberta are not immune. But the faithful are
united by their belief in a G-d who protects us
all. And if we stand together against hate and
evil, they will not prevail against any of us.” He
continued, “That’s why I’m here today, to express my solidarity as the new premier of Alberta with the Jewish people of our capital city,
of our province, of Canada, and of Israel. To that
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end, our government will adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of anti-Semitism, and will implement
a Security Infrastructure Program to help
protect Jewish community facilities
(amongst others) from hate inspired violence. But I’m also here to draw on your
strength and inspiration for the work that
lies ahead. What the Jewish people have endured, overcome, and accomplished, as evidenced by thriving communities like yours
in Edmonton and of course in the great
state of Israel, serves as model for all humanity. In comparison, frankly, my job
should be a piece of cake.”
“Thank you very much for inviting and
inspiring me. I am proud to be able to say,
on behalf of the Government of Alberta, that
I will work to strengthen the Alberta-Israel
relationship and that I wish all Israelis a happy Independence Day.” After that
inspiring speech by Premier Kenney, Rabbi
Gila Caine gave a wonderful D’var Torah
and the party began with a delectable dessert buffet, the highlight being a huge Israeli flag cake made to perfection by Lauren
Baram.
Roey Wine speaks at the annual Yom Hazikaron Ceremony at Beth
Finally, as the formal part wrapped up, Israel Synagogue.
Meirav and Doron Or, a local phenomenon,
called the crowd to join and learn what Isthe volunteers who made this year’s event a sucraeli folk dancing is all about. Within a few
cess.
minutes, the dance floor filled with people of all
Indeed, a wonderful community celebration
ages, who danced the night away.
with fun activities for all ages, a great show of
Thank you to all those who attended Yom
unity full of pride in our community and of the
Ha’atzmaut this year. Thank you especially to all
State of Israel.

Roey Wine, Itai Wine, Shira Tankel, Aliza Asbell, and Michal Shaposhnikov at Yom Ha’atzmaut.
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Beneficiary Portrait: BBYO 2018-2019
BY DANI URETSKY

our programWhile
ming year is wind-

ing down for the summer, we are ending off
on a great note! We
have just come off our final convention, Spring
Convention, which was held at Camp BB
Riback. We had a record number of teens
attend, we capped off at 85. This convention helps us say goodbye to the fourthyears who are moving on to University, and
welcome the newly-elected Regional board.
Next year is shaping up well already.
BBYO is quite unlike any other organization. It is a non-denominational Jewish
youth-led organization with chapters and
organizational regions in dozens of countries worldwide. Because it is youth-led, it
inspires incredible ingenuity and leadership in the Jewish teens that join it. It has
a tremendous impact on the friends, Jewish
character, and overall lives of every member who passes through it. BBYO activities
are mainly comprised of two things: programs and conventions. Locally, programs
are held weekly, and regional conventions
are held every few months. Programs are
only attended by local teens in Edmonton,
whereas conventions are open to Jewish BBYO helping out at the Food Bank for Good Deeds Day.
teens from all over Northwest Canada. Programs are extremely diverse, and can involve anBBYO chapters are run by a board of
ything from cooking (Iron Chef) through Jewish
elected teens. Each board member has a specific
content (Havdallah) to sports, such as hockey
role, such as Secretary, Head of Judaism, and
and basketball. Every program is planned by
President. There are separate boards for the
teen members and run by teens with adult suboys’ chapters, known as AZA, and girls’ chappervision. Programs are constantly changing
ters, known as BBG. As well, there are identical
and new programs happen every year. Because
boards for the Northwest Canada region. Elecwe plan our own programs, we can truly do
tions take place annually. Involvement in BBYO
what we enjoy. Conventions are generally held
can be at any level, from a regular member who
in Edmonton and Calgary, as well as one at
attends programs and conventions, to a highlyCamp BB Riback.
engaged board member, who does much more.
BBYO is a beneficiary of Edmonton UJA.

I would like to thank our city supervisor
Deb Lipton for her tireless efforts these past
three years. Deb is moving to Toronto, and we
will miss her hard work, wit, and love for this
organization. We would also like to welcome
our new city supervisor Elianna Forbes. We
can’t wait to work with Eli.
If you are going into in grades 9-12, live in
Edmonton and wish to join BBYO, please contact Regional Director Dani Uretsky at duretsky@bbyo.org

PJ Library 2019
BY DANI URETSKY

again, we are winding
Once
down for the summer. But

there is a surprise in store!
We are teaming up with PJ
Library Calgary and Camp
BB Riback for a “PJ Library
Goes to Camp Day”. The
event will be held on Sunday, July 14th from
10am to 4pm at Camp BB Riback on Pine Lake.
There is no charge for the event, but please
RSVP to Dani at daniu@edjfed.org.
This year, we partnered with Beth Shalom
for their annual Purim Shpiel. The community
came together for a nice pasta dinner, shpiel
(play), door prizes and a 50/50 draw. Thank you
to Steven Katz and Lana Black for planning

such a great evening. It was great to see the kids
and some adults in costume.
We would like to welcome our newest subscribers to PJ Library. We are sitting at 480 individual children. Keep those numbers coming!
This is a great service to the community that we
hope to keep building. Should you wish to subscribe to our Edmonton community PJ Library
program, and your child is between the ages of
6 months to 8 years old please go to:
https://pjlibrary.org/enroll-in-a-community?id=209201 to subscribe.
Even though the books are free to the children and their families, there actually is a cost
to subscriptions. Currently they are covered by
Edmonton UJA and the Grinspoon Foundation,

but we would be happy for individual local sponsorship if you are interested. Please contact me
if you are interested in making this program a
reality for everyone who wants it!
If you are one of the PJ Partners, and would
like to plan a holiday-themed program, please do
not hesitate to contact me. We love having programs with partner organizations, and bringing
the community together.
Sign up your child for a FREE monthly, Jewish-themed book or CD, delivered straight to
them. Should you have any questions please do
not hesitate to contact Dani at 780-487-0585
ext. 205. This is an opportunity for engagement
not to be missed.

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG
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Hillel Edmonton Wrapping Up Another Great Year
BY SAPIR FELLUS

H

illel Edmonton has been
gaining momentum this
year and we are excited for
our accomplishments and
our next challenges and
growth for the year to come.
We engaged more than 40
students and young people this past year,
through four kosher lunch and learns, two cozy
Shabbat dinners, a park barbecue, a speaker
event, and many other events. In addition to our
traditional, always-popular events, we added
some new ones as well as spiced up some older
ones. We mixed up our famous Jews & Brews
event by adding a mini Tu-Bishvat seder at
Dooey’s, the local student bar; we celebrated a
traditional Havdallah ceremony and then
watched the Prince of Egypt with ice cream
floats; for the first time, we threw an Israeli
Party, complete with falafel, hummus, and a matkot beach tennis tournament; and we also partnered up with many wonderful local Edmonton
community organizations such as JNF, National
Council of Jewish Women, Birthright Canada Israel Experience, and Habitat for Humanity. We
hope to continue these great partnerships and
collaborations to reach even more Jewish people
in Edmonton. We finished the year off with a
relaxing and enjoyable weekend away at Camp
BB Riback, together with Hillel Calgary. Although we drove in through smoky roads from
the forest fires, we woke up to a beautiful, clearskied Shabbat morning. The students participated in important discussions about Israel, and
sharpened their skills in communicating about
Israel on campus, using CIJA’s effective principles as a guide.

Members of Edmonton and Calgary Hillel at Camp BB for an end-of-year celebration.

Next year, we are so excited to welcome
back Michal Shaposhnikov as our executive
President, Lior Erlich as Vice-President, as well
as welcome to our family some new leaders: David Lerner as the Graduate Student representative, Fanny Cohen as Event Coordinator, and
Benjamin Shifrin as our First Year Representative. We are sure to see great things out of them!

In preparation for the new semester, we hope to
welcome many new students coming in to the
University of Alberta, MacEwan, and NAIT. If
you or a student you know wants to get involved, you can find us on Facebook, Instagram,
or the through the Jewish Federation of Edmonton Website.

Edmonton Jewish Film Festival
Continued from Page 1

The Festival closed on a very high-note with
the charming and uplifting film, Good Thoughts
Good Words, Good Deeds, about Conductor
Zubin Mehta. Edmonton’s very own conductor,
the affable and eloquent Alexander Prior, spoke
after the film. A dessert reception, with Mr.
Prior, followed the talk. In spite of the thick forest fire smoke that enveloped Edmonton, the
event drew a nearly full house and much praise.
The Jewish Federation of Edmonton is very
grateful to the EJFF Committee, chaired by the
ever-energetic Sam Koplowicz, for the many
hours spent viewing films and planning the Festival. The Committee once again displayed its
great talent and dedication, through this year’s
excellent choices. We also thank the many individuals, companies and organizations who sponsored and attended the Festival. We give special
thanks to Festival sponsors CIJA, Downtown
Business Association, The Edmonton Community Foundation and UJA. Funds raised by the

Opening Reception of the Edmonton Jewish Film Festival.

Festival will support P2G’s Gesher Chai or Living Bridge educational exchange program between Edmonton and the Emek Hahula regional

high school in the Upper Galilee. We look forward to seeing you for another great Festival in
May, 2020!

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG
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Yom Hashoah 2019
BY DANI URETSKY
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to the timing of the
Dueprovincial
election, we

were unable to hold Yom
Hashoah on the grounds of
the Legislature this year. Instead we held a very moving
evening at the Beth Shalom
Synagogue, in the evening instead of at noon.
This year our ceremony was emceed by Gillian
Horwitz, and we were honored to be joined by
the Honourable Leela Aheer, Alberta’s Minister
of Culture, Multiculturalism, and Status of
Women. Her words on the tragedy of the Holocaust were moving and inspiring. MLAs David
Shephard and Lorne Dach were also in attendance.
During our service, we were joined by survivors Anna Linetsky, Abe Silverman, Henry Cynamon, Ann Secter and daughters Stephanie Hendin and Suzanne Davis, Clara Kagan and son
Leon, George Kraus and son Michael, and Cantor David Mannes. We had readings by second
generation member Jeanette Hoffman and
March of the Living Alumni Nathan Campbell.
Thank you also to Rabbi Gila Caine, Rabbi Zolly
Claman and Jfed President Steve Shafir for their
words of wisdom.
This year’s program included a national film
screening of the film, “Who Will Write Our History”. The film was written, produced and directed by Roberta Grossman, and executive produced by Nancy Spielberg, based on the book

Survivors and second-generation survivors participate at the annual Yom Hashoah Ceremony.

by Samuel Kassow. The film is a story of resistance, a story about who gets to tell the story.
It is about a group of spiritual resistors who
risked their lives by creating an archive of
events in the Warsaw Ghetto so that the truth
would survive, even if they did not.
And so, another year passes, as we still commemorate those who were victims of one of the

most heinous crimes in the history of our civilization – may we have the strength to continue
to remember and to learn from the lessons of
the Holocaust. I would like to thank the Jewish
Federation of Edmonton’s Holocaust Education
Committee, under the Chairmanship of Shane
Asbell for their dedication in putting this program together year after year.

The Irv and Dianne Kipnes Holocaust Education Symposium 2019
BY DANI URETSKY

20th and 21st
OntheMarch
Holocaust Education

Committee of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton held the
annual Irv and Dianne Kipnes Holocaust Education
Symposium in the theatre of
the City of Edmonton’s Orange Hub. This year
we had 600 participants from schools like Lillian
Osborne, Spruce Grove, Harry Ainley, Holy Trinity, Louis St. Laurent, Ardrossan, and Ross
Shep.
This year we partnered with the Azrieli
Foundation’s Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program. The Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program was established by the Azrieli Foundation in 2005 to collect, preserve and share the
memoirs and diaries written by survivors of the
twentieth-century Nazi genocide of the Jews of
Europe who later made their way to Canada.
Rene Goldman, a Survivor originally from
France, addressed the students this year. Each
of the students were also provided, free of
charge, Rene’s memoir entitled, “A Childhood
Adrift.” At eight years old, Rene was sent away

to an orphanage for protection, and
moved from place to place. When Rene
was older, he settled in Poland and eventually made his way to Canada and became a University professor. We also
showed a film called, “Seven Days of Remembrance…and Hope.” It chronicles six
Canadian university students on their
journey through the beginnings of the
Holocaust in Germany, to the concentration camps in Poland.
We would like to thank Irv and Dianne Kipnes and CIJA for their continued
support of our Holocaust education program. Without them, it would not be possible. We would also like to thank MarcOlivier Cloutier from the Azrieli Foundation for his emcee duties, and for help facilitating the daily program. A huge thank
you goes out Yael Rosenblum, a MOL
Alumni, for addressing the students, and
to Shane Asbell, Chair of the Holocaust
Education Committee, and to the members of the Committee for their tireless
work and support.

Marc-Olivier Cloutier of the Azrieli Foundation, Survivor Rene Goldman,
JFE Staff Member Dani Uretsky, and Holocaust Education Chair Shane
Asbell at the annual Dianne and Irving Kipnes Holocaust Symposium.

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG
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The 2019-20 Edmonton UJA Campaign
BY SUSAN SCHIFFMAN

you, Jewish EdmonThank
ton, for your strong sup-

port of UJA in 2018/19.
It is our pleasure to announce the co-chairs of the
2019/20 Campaign: Ron Sorokin, who brought the Campaign great dedication and insight last year, will
serve again this year. He will be joined by
Howie Sniderman. Karen Oshry, our past-CoChair, will continue to help with Major Gifts.
Howie is a senior litigator at Witten LLP.
He was a sessional lecturer at the U of A Faculty
of Law for 17 years and frequently serves on
panels or as a lecturer at legal industry seminars
and conferences. His real job (according to his
partners at the law firm, anyway) is his volunteer
work in the Jewish Community. He has served
as Vice President and interim Acting President
of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton; president of Beth Shalom Synagogue; chair of the
board of Camp BB at Pine Lake; founding board

member of the Edmonton
Jewish Community Charitable Foundation; and as a
founding member of both the
Edmonton Jewish Hockey
League and the Edmonton
Jewish Baseball League.
Howie Sniderman
Howie has also served on the
national boards of Maccabi
Canada and the Canadian
Jewish Congress. He currently serves on the national
boards of Mercaz Canada and
the Canadian Friends of HeRon Sorokin
brew University, as an associate member of the Board of Governors of Hebrew University, and on the International Board
and Executive Committee of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. Howie’s greatest pride and joy is in his family: his wife Debbie,
their daughter Liz, son Ari, daughter-in-law
Faren and grandson Noam (who is eligible for

the NHL Draft in 2036). We give Howie a warm
welcome.
The UJA team has great plans for the upcoming season. We will launch the Campaign at
The Citadel Theatre on September 19th with
Hip, Hamish and Hot, featuring Yiddish singer
Eleanor Reissa. The Canvasser BBQ and training will take place on September 9th at the Federation offices. On October 29th, we will hold a
lecture with Yonah Bob, Intelligence, Terrorism
and Legal Analyst for the Jerusalem Post. We
look forward to seeing many of you at these
events.
Thank you for your commitment to UJA!
Your support ensures the vibrancy and strength
of our Edmonton Jewish Community, while also
helping Jews in need, in Israel and around the
world.

Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable Foundation
BY STEPHANIE HENDIN, CHAIR

Edmonton Jewish ComThemunity
Charitable Foun-

ous funds and numerous
family funds were estabdation (EJCCF) helps people
lished in late 2018. All ensupport Jewish causes that
hance the EJCCF’s ability
are important to them. The
to grow and therefore disFoundation provides retribute grants in our comsources to make the commumunity today and in the funity’s vision a reality, working in partnership
ture.
with donors and striving to ensure the long-term
In the summer of 2018
financial security of the Jewish Community.
the EJCCF distributed
Financial statements as of August 31, 2018
funds to the Talmud Torah,
show a balance in the EJCCF of over $ 1 million
Jewish Family Services, the
dollars. Contributions to the EJCCF continue to
Jewish Senior Citizen’s
be received from family and friends to the variCentre, JAHSENA, Chabad, BBYO
and Mac- Valda Levin, Francie Nobleman, and Ruth Nolan at the Edmonton Jewish Film Festival.
cabi Edmonton - beneficiary orthe Foundation owner and beneficiary, you may
ganizations that had successbe able to deduct the premiums from your taxes.
fully applied for available fund• Pension Plans are subject to significant tax
ing. Funds will again be distribliability, making them ideal instruments to use,
uted this summer when the comin whole or in part, to create a fund naming the
mittee has reviewed the various
Foundation as the beneficiary.
proposals.
New and continued support
For the plan best suited to your personal sitfor the EJCCF can make a differuation and charitable objectives we recommend
ence today and help to shape
that you consult with your legal and financial
the future. Your gift can be
counsel and with the Edmonton Jewish Commumade with:
nity Charitable Foundation.
For further information, email:
• An outright gift of cash or
Stephanie.Hendin@gmail.com.
appreciated assets like stocks,
bonds or life insurance policies.
As my fathers planted for me before I was born,
so do I plant for those who will come after.
• A bequest in your will - the
- Talmud
easiest way to make a gift.
• A gift of a new or existing
Teachers from Emek Hahula School meet with Talmud Torah teachers as part of life insurance policy. By naming
the P2G Mifgash.
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Outreach/JCORE Concludes Another Great Year
BY YAARA SHABTAI

has just
Outreach/JCORE
concluded another year of

fun-filled activities and programs.
The year of Bar/Bat
Mitzvah is a unique and
meaningful year. Our B’nai
Mitzvah Project emphasizes personal growth
while creating lifetime memories. The project is
suitable for all children regardless of their affiliation. It supports the kids, their parents, our local community and synagogues.
During the year we take the kids and their
families on a journey through different circles of
life; 1) Me - self-knowledge, independence,
growth. 2) Family - understand the meaning of
family value and family history. 3) Community
and circles of belonging - familiarity with our
community, the place where I live, past, important milestones and more. 4) Outside my
community - familiarity with our country, cultures and history.
Graduates of the project for 2018-2019 have
completed working on their “Shorashim” (roots)
projects. In their graduation party, they will receive a hard cover copy of their work, that will
mark the end of a year full of activities.
A special thank you to Keren and Aviv
Scheinman for the many hours they worked on
the program. It couldn’t have happened without
you! Also thank you to all the parents who made
the project a priority, supported their children
with homework and helped organize the activities. Finally, thank you to all the B’nai Mitzvah
for your commitment and seriousness, that
made the first year of the project so unique!
We are proud to say that the pilot year has
been very successful and are excited to start
with a new group next September. We invite all
parents of children who will celebrate their

Israeli Dancing conducted by Meirav and Doron Or at Yom Ha’atzmaut.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah next year to join an introductory meeting on June 23, at 1 pm. For more information and to RSVP please contact Yaara
Shabtai at yaaras@edjfed.org
From one pilot project to the next first-time
community experience, on the end of last weekend of May J.CORE hosted the first community
camping weekend for families. The excellent responses have surprised us all. Some families registered for the entire weekend, and some for
only parts of it, but everyone had space.
Whether you enjoy Tenting, Glamping, Meditating, Hiking, Biking, or other outdoor activities,
we had something for everyone.
As we left Edmonton on Friday afternoon,
the skies were a smoky and we were concerned
of the air pollution, but when we got to the

campground smoke has started to clear up and
we enjoyed fresh air all weekend.
What can be more fun than spending time
with your family, friends and community; We
celebrated Shabbat with the many guests who
arrived on Friday evening to join the special
Kabbalat Shabbat. During Shabbat we spent
time together, got to know each other, played
games and had a great time. The beautiful and
exciting Havdalah is a one we will not forget.
Our dedicated board will continue to work
throughout the summer on next year's planning. Stay tuned to hear more about what is to
come. Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook.
For questions, clarifications and volunteering
please contact Yaara at yaaras@edjfed.org

Canada Israel Experience rolls out first-ever ‘Celebrate Israel’ trip

O

n May 1st and 2nd, five groups of 18-26year-olds embarked on the experience of a
lifetime. For the first time in Canada Israel Experience’s (CIE) history, Canadian Jews were invited to experience Israel like a local during Israel’s most important dates for the year: Yom
Hazikaron (Memorial Day) and Yom
Ha’Atzmaut (Independence Day).
This trip included all of the classic trip elements that cover the must-sees and dos that people have come to expect from CIE: Birthright Israel, only with the added advantage and the
unique opportunity to celebrate Israel’s 71st
Birthday in the streets of Tel Aviv.
CIE’s other niche trips – LGBTQ and Recharge – will be departing on their own adventures later in June. This year marks the second

edition of the annual LGBTQ trip,
where individuals have the opportunity to celebrate Israel’s diversity
during Tel Aviv’s legendary Pride Parade. The Recharge trip exposes participants to the leading wellness
trends in Israel and connects them to
the land, its culture and its people
through yoga, meditation and other
methods of mindfulness.
This summer, CIE: Birthright Israel will be sending over 1,500 participants to Israel on an adventure of a
lifetime. These participants range between the ages of 18 to 32, and come
from all over Canada.
JFE CEO Debby Shoctor and members of the Pride Community recently met
with Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale and Natural Resources Minister
Amarjeet Sohi to discuss security concerns.

FOR CURRENT EVENTS AND NEWS, CHECK OUT THE JFED E-WEEKLY AT WWW.JEWISHEDMONTON.ORG

10

Good Deeds Day Activities

HaKol

JUNE 2019

BY ELIANNA LISAN

T

his year, The Jewish Federation of Edmonton
hosted its fifth annual Good
Deeds Day. Edmonton was
one of hundreds of communities worldwide that participated in this global day of social action. Instead of a one-day event, this year
the local community had a Good Deeds Day
Drive, consisting of several events hosted by various community organizations.
Good Deeds Day is a day focused on philanthropy, with the vision that every individual can
help make a positive change for others and for
the world. It was conceptualized by businesswoman Shari Arison, and launched by Ruach
Tova (an NGO), part of the Ted Arison Family
Foundation, the philanthropic branch of the Arison Group. Good Deeds Day was initiated with
7,000 participants in Israel in 2007. As of 2018,
3.5 million people volunteered from 100 countries, resulting in over 7 million hours of service!
On April 10, volunteers, including members
of BBYO and NCSY, spent an evening at Edmonton’s Food Bank for the fifth year in a row. They
sifted through donations of non-perishable food
items donated by members of Edmonton’s
broader community, preparing these goods for
distribution to those most in need.
On May 14, the Beth Israel hosted a community build with Habitat for Humanity. Volunteers
gathered at Habitat’s Carter Place in Southeast
Edmonton where they helped with tasks such as
painting, drywall, and insulation installation to
build houses for families in need. A special
thank you goes out to Beth Israel, Beth Shalom,
and Temple Beth Ora for sponsoring lunch, as
well as to Bliss Baked Goods for providing a delicious lunch for all the volunteers and workers
at Habitat!

BBG Girls helping at the Food Bank for Good Deeds Day.

In addition, The Jewish Federation of Edmonton kicked off a year-round Blood Donation
initiative on March 27. So far, we have had 12
donations.
As this program is continuing, please consider donating blood or plasma throughout the
year! When you sign up to donate blood, include
the Partners for Life ID if you wish to have your
donations counted toward the Jewish Community Blood Drive. “You have the power to give
life.”
To book your appointment, please
visit www.blood.ca or use the GiveBlood app.
Please also ensure you are registered with
the Jewish Federation of Edmonton Partners for
Life Team (Partnership ID: JFED174360 - four

letters, six numbers) to ensure your donation
counts towards the donation total by visiting
https://blood.ca/en/ways-donate/donate-partner/becoming-partner/team-member-registration
The work of the volunteer teams at all locations was a great success. While meaningfully
engaging in repairing our world (Tikkun Olam)
and instilling the values of charity (tzedakah),
our fantastic group of volunteers exhibited the
values of klal Israel, not only taking care of our
Jewish community, but of our broader community as well.
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