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Within hours of the initial ambush in Israel’s South, JDC activated its emergency response team and 
action plans. JDC’s main focus has been on vulnerable seniors, people with disabilities, children and 
young adults at risk, families in financial distress and the unemployed. Activities have included:   
 

• Providing emergency support for people with disabilities, including access to a hotline with 
social workers and psychologists.   

• Strengthening the capacity of nursing institutions for elderly Israelis who have fled from the 
current conflict zone.   

• Expanding mental health interventions for children and youth at risk.   
• Training front-line professionals to meet the unprecedented needs among the most vulnerable 

children and families, the elderly, and people with disabilities.   
• JDC and its partners in the Eshkol Regional Council in the Gaza periphery are mapping and 

contacting all local elderly citizens to understand their needs and address them. Some 2,500 
elderly have been contacted thus far.   

• The Ultra-Orthodox volunteer hub in Bnei Brak, led by JDC in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Labor, has 800 volunteers working in collaboration with 20 government offices and 
organizations. Among other activities, Haredi volunteers are taking part in digging graves for 
soldiers at Mt. Herzl and identifying the bodies of victims.   

• As a result of collaboration among fellows in JDC’s Professional Leadership Program, which 
comprises 800 professionals from the Israeli government and leading NGOs, a mechanism 
was put in place for Israelis who lost their identification documents during the attacks to fast-
track the renewal of their personal documentation.   

• 20 Bedouins with disabilities are benefitting from an online support group opened by JDC and 
partners. Through weekly meetings, participants gather in a safe space for socialization and 
support, where they can share their unique challenges and receive professional guidance. 
Also, 500 kits with toys and craft materials are being distributed to Bedouin families with small 
children and toddlers. These families live in unrecognized villages with no sheltered spaces, 
face the ongoing threat of rocket fire, and need help keeping their young children who are still 
not in school engaged. 

• The Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute is developing a comprehensive dashboard to monitor the 
status of Arab society in Israel during the war. The dashboard was commissioned by the Israeli 
Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministry for Social Equality and will measure progress in key 
areas including employment, education, welfare, and social resilience. Dashboard indications 
will help decision-makers address the needs of Arab Society and mitigate disparities during 
this time of crisis. 

• JDC procured first aid supplies including 6,288 burn treatment kits, 3,000 IV kits, 300 first aid 
kits, and 200 basic life support kits for Jewish and Israeli-Arab local municipalities in areas 
under threat, and which lack basic medical equipment. JDC continues to source critically 
needed supplies for local emergency response units in towns close to Israel’s borders. 

• 400 youth counselors doing National Service are receiving JDC training to provide educational 
activities for evacuated children residing in hotels. Some 20 training courses are currently 
taking place across Israel, empowering the trainees with tools for informed trauma intervention 
and to help build resilience. 

• JDC released 7 informational videos and leaflets containing guidelines and tips for effective 

communication with people with disabilities during emergencies. These resources are being 

circulated by government ministries and are available to all volunteers and professionals who 

work with people with disabilities. Watch a sample video (in Hebrew) here 
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