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Alon Eini 
Alon lives in Modi’in with his parents, two older brothers, his pet cat, 
Elza, and his dog, May. Alon studied biology, theater, and literature in 
High School. He is passionate about dramatic arts and storytelling and 
has been in a theater group for 8 years. 
 
Alon has much experience working with kids; he was a guide in his youth 
movement and volunteered in a summer camp for children with special 
needs. For the past year and a half, Alon has also been volunteering with 
Magen David Adom (MDA), Israel’s national medical emergency service, 
where he has helped train new volunteers.  
 
Alon also volunteered for AKIM (a national Israeli organization for 
people with intellectual disabilities) as a mentor for Eitan, a student with 
Down Syndrom. Alon was also part of a group that does advocacy on the effects of drugs and alcohol and how to 
face peer pressure. He also helped organize a session for a global Jewish teen festival. Alon was a Journey for 
Identity (JFI) participant, during which he had many meaningful experiences, and has fond memories of his time in 
Rochester. 
  

What are three things Alon loves about Israel? “The amazing nature and views. Israel has everything in such a 

small country. I also love Israel’s warm and friendly people. Israelis take care of each other, and our doors are 

always open. Finally – the food! Israeli cuisine is a wonderful combination of so many cultures”. 
 

Aviv Gilad 
Aviv lives in our partnership city of Modi’in with her parents, two younger 
sisters, and her two cats. In high school, Aviv majored in biotechnology, 
biology, as well as Spanish, as her mother grew up in Venezuela. Aviv enjoys 
being creative and doing art, particularly decorating and drawing.  
 

Aviv has been a part of the Israeli Scouts Youth Movement for nine years, 
including the past two years in which she has been a counselor. Aviv also 
volunteered for AKIM as a mentor for Noam, a child with special needs and 
she also volunteers for an organization that brings teenagers and Holocaust 
survivors together. Additionally, Aviv helped plan the first global, virtual 
festival for Jewish teens “Teenfest2gether.”  
 

In 2019, Aviv participated in JFI and visited Rochester, where she made 
many connections and friendships and cannot wait to return to Rochester as part of the ShinShinim program.  
 

What are three things Aviv loves about Israel? “Definitely the people – they are always there for each other 

during hard times. I also love the music, there is so much culture in Israeli music. Even one song can have parts of 

multiple genres. One of my favorite artists is Dudu Tassa. The third thing and one of many things I love about 

Israel is the food; the food in Israel is made up of so many different cultures. 
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Ori Issan 

Ori lives in Modi’in with his parents and two younger siblings. In high 

school, Ori’s majors were diplomacy, theater and drama. Ori has shared 

that his studies have helped him build his self-confidence and have 

changed the way he looks at global issues.  

Ori loves sports, and plays tennis, field hockey, and volleyball, and is 

even a volleyball coach. He also enjoys hiking. Ori is also a counselor for 

children with special needs. In 6th grade, he spent a year in Ireland at a 

boarding school where he worked with elderly people and taught them 

to use technology.  

He is also a volunteer for Europa cafe which supports and provides 

services to Holocaust survivors.  

What are three things Ori loves about Israel? “I love the Israeli spirit: Israelis are very passionate about 

everything they do, and work from their soul. Israelis always help each other and their community. The Israeli 

kitchen is another love of mine; it is full of amazing flavors that come from around the world. And finally, Israeli 

traditions: Jewish traditions in Israel bring people together”. 

 

Avishag Levinstein 

Avishag lives in Modi’in with her parents and three younger siblings. In high 

school, she studied chemistry and physics as she has always been interested 

in science. In her free time Avishag likes to read, listen to music, and hang 

out with her friends. She also enjoys traveling Israel, swimming, cooking and 

baking.  

Avishag has been a part of Noar Telem (Israel youth movement for 

progressive and Reform Judaism) since third grade and has been a 

counselor for three years. She has held several important roles as a part of 

her involvement with Telem, and has worked on projects that help the 

community, such as collecting food for families in need. 

When Avishag was 15 years old, she participated in a youth delegation to Toronto, Canada, and that is when she 

realized that she wanted to become a “Shlicha” (emissary) and postpone her service in the IDF in order to do a 

year of service abroad. 

What are three things Avishag loves about Israel? “I think that Israeli people are very warm and diverse. I love to 

talk with and get to know people from different backgrounds. I also love Israel’s beautiful nature. I enjoy hiking 

and exploring various places in Israel with my family. Lastly, I really appreciate the richness of Israeli history. I 

enjoy visiting various historical sites to learn about my own and others’ religious and ethnic history. 
 

 

 


