
ShinShinim Program 

Testimonials 
 

 “My family was so glad to have the experience of being a host family for the ShinShinim 
program. Keren truly became another daughter to us. Hosting a ShinShin allowed our family to 
feel that much more connected to Israel. It was fun to have someone in the house to make us 
authentic Israeli food, to speak with us about the history, politics, and culture of Israel, and to 
teach us new Hebrew words or expressions weekly. We truly loved having Keren as part of our 
family.” 
Sharon Gray, ShinShinim host parent 
 
“I have to say there are a number of things that I loved about you, and I think our congregation 
gained so much from you. First thing is of course your enthusiasm and your love of Israel and 
transmitting that to our kids and our adults. It was wonderful, it was an abundance, it was 
always there, and I was so happy to see it…” “…you came into those classes with our 10th, 11th, 
12th, 7th, and 8th graders, and you presented the complexity of living in Israel. The issues - that 
there is not just one point of view. And afterwards, some of those kids came to us and said “this 
is much more interesting than some of the other stuff we’ve heard in the past.” I really have to 
say that by doing so you represented the best…” “…that it is not a monolithic society, it is 
complex, it is interesting, there are different sides to all the questions, and you let our kids see 
that coming from Israelis.” 
Rabbi Alan Katz, Temple Sinai 
 
“It was so exciting to see the connection that the ShinShinim made with the kids and how they 
responded to them.  From playing games and engaging in lessons to cooking Shakshuka with 
the students, the ShinShinim made TCMS a better place.  The kids were able to learn so much 
about Israel and Israeli culture, and they had fun while they did it and were engaged in amazing 
activities.  Ori and Yael came to Brighton and accomplished exactly what I think this program is 
designed to do, to break down barriers and build bridges between our two countries.” 
Katie Kantz, Teacher, Twelve Corners Middle School 
 
“Over the course of their 6 months at CRMS, the ShinShinim were able to visit and work with 
students in English, French, Art, and Music classes in addition to several assemblies on start-up 
nation and general Q&A sessions. The CRMS students were always excited to see them, and 
while we were just scratching the surface, relationships were forming in a very meaningful way. 
As someone that got to work and meet with them, I was always amazed by the energy, 
enthusiasm and maturity they brought. Working with Karen, Ori, Yael and Gilad was such an 
enriching experience for our students and our school!!”  
Joshua J. Walker, Principal, Calkins Road Middle School 
 
 
 


