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Dear <<First Name>>, 

I am very proud to work on behalf of the Jewish
community. Many people (more than I would like
to admit) say to me, “I would NEVER want to
have your job.” There is no doubt that the days
are long and often stressful. There is much to do
and not enough resources to address all the tasks
that need to be accomplished. Each day brings
new challenges, or as I like to call them,
opportunities. In the last six years, we have
managed an unprecedented number of crises,
often simultaneously: Antisemitism, wars in Israel,
the COVID-19 pandemic and its aftermath, war in

Ukraine, and so much more, while also developing our core work and
programming. 

https://mailchi.mp/endhateroc/a-shabbt-message-from-meredith-dragon-7421757?e=[UNIQID]


With all of that, what I feel most deeply at this time of year – Thanksgiving –
and all year long is tremendous gratitude. For Thanksgiving and Shabbat, I
want to share with you some examples of why I feel so grateful to work for our
Federation. If I actually wrote every reason, this message would be much too
long to read. I hope that you share in the joy, pride, and gratitude that I feel.   

I am grateful to partner and fund through our annual campaign incredible local
organizations: Hillel Community Day School, Jewish Senior Life, Jewish Family
Services, Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center and local college Hillels, as
well as our overseas partners who save lives every day in Israel and around the
globe. Together we make the extraordinary happen for our communities here, in
Israel and every corner of the world.

I am grateful to work with tireless volunteer leadership who give their most
precious resources – time, talent and treasure. I am blessed with many



extraordinary people who care deeply about the future of our Jewish world and
make it their business to help make our community stronger for ALL of us.  

I am grateful for the many Federation programs funded by our annual
campaign donors and funders that ensure a bright future: PJ Library, our
Partnership with Modi’in, Journey for Identity, IsraelNow, Israel emissaries (our
shinshinim), Life and Legacy™ and so much more. 



I am grateful that we have the strength and determination to fight the growing
scourge of antisemitism through our Jewish Community Relations Council. 

I am grateful for the allies who collaborate with us fighting antisemitism and all
forms of hatred and bigotry through the Levine Center to End Hate. 

I am grateful that every day we are protecting our precious community through
the efforts of ROCStrong. 

I am grateful for the working relationships that have developed through a
Jewish funders' collaborative of local foundations and grantors. We are looking
for new and creative solutions together. It is extraordinary. 

I am grateful for new local partnerships with the RPO and WXXI with whom we
are working to create an extraordinary Israel @ 75 celebration. 

I am grateful for dedicated creative staff who work long hours and truly believe
in the mission of building and protecting vibrant Jewish life. 

I am grateful to our long-term donors who continue to support our efforts as we
change and pivot to meet the most pressing needs today.



I am grateful for new donors who are willing to trust in the incredible power of
collective giving and who are bringing fresh ideas to Federation and the
community. 

A few weeks ago, we launched the "100 days. 100%. All-In Challenge." I am
grateful to all of the many people who have joined the challenge. We are at
53% of the annual campaign, thus far. Perhaps some of the programs,
services, funded partners and initiatives of Federation will inspire you to make
your pledge and be ALL IN with us, too. 
 

https://jewishfederationofgreaterroche.regfox.com/thank-you-for-pledging-a-gift-to-the-2021-federation-campaign


 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to continue working on your behalf. I
could NEVER imagine doing anything else. I will always be ALL IN. 

From my family to yours, I wish you a happy Thanksgiving and a restful
Shabbat full of yummy leftovers. 

Shabbat shalom – 

  
Meredith 
CEO
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