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Dear <<First Name>>, 

I have been writing and rewriting this Shabbat
message in my head all week. I really wanted to
talk about two of the extraordinary programs from
last week, One-on-One with Amar’e Stoudemire
and Brave Spaces, Summit to End Hate. Both
sold out and were incredibly impactful in similar
and different ways. I would prefer to write about
the ongoing work of our Jewish Community
Relations Council (JCRC), Center for Holocaust
Awareness and Information (CHAI), leadership
development, community collaborations, Israel @
75 planning, the 100% All In! challenge and make

“a pitch” for supporting our Jewish community through the annual campaign, or
a myriad of other programs and services. 

Yet, here I am thinking about how to write about antisemitism, AGAIN. I have
not counted how many times I have written about this topic in the last few
years, but suffice it to say, it is A LOT. In a sense, I have Kanye “Ye” West to
thank for this opportunity. I do mean thank because here is what has happened
in the last couple of weeks. Kanye said publicly, openly and blatantly what so
many people think, believe and feel. Ye said what others did with vagaries
when they used words like “those people” who have power and control. Those
people in the media, Hollywood and the banks. We did not need a translation to
say “this is antisemitism”. He put ancient antisemitic tropes proudly out there for
the world to see and hear. 

https://mailchi.mp/endhateroc/a-shabbt-message-from-meredith-dragon-7418013?e=[UNIQID]


There were those who pushed back at his rhetoric, albeit late and only after he
doubled down on his comments. Disturbingly, there were many thousands of
comments, on all forms of media, that supported Kanye’s sentiment, as if his
brand of antisemitism sparked a debate. Even on our Federation social media
accounts, when we condemned Kanye’s diatribe, social media trolls responded
with nasty antisemitic remarks. I found Brett Stephen’s take on Kanye’s
comments and antisemitism to be spot on.  You can read his op-ed
here: Opinion | What Kanye West’s Antisemitism Reveals - The New York
Times (nytimes.com). There is no debate. There is no excuse. Antisemitism is
the longest and oldest form of hatred. Kanye used the tropes that have brought
devastation to our people for thousands of years and his comments will
continue to embolden and bring harm to our Jewish community, if not
condemned. 

This week we remembered the fourth anniversary of the Tree of Life massacre
in Pittsburgh and the beautiful souls who perished. The shooter’s manifesto,
and many others who commit heinous crimes – Colleyville, Poway, Buffalo –
utilize the very same tropes we heard from Kanye. It is not a coincidence. It is
like the analogy of the exploding feather pillow, once the feathers are gone,
they cannot be collected and contained. The damage is done. The fire of
violence is stoked. 

Kanye has more than 18 million followers on social media, which is more than
the 15 million Jews in the entire world. We make up .1% of the world's
population. By some accounting standards, this makes us a rounding error or
deminimis. Over and over again we are disproportionately attacked, maligned
and hated on the left and on the right. It simply does not matter where the
antisemitism comes from; the impact is the same because this is what we
absolutely know from our history.  

Jew hatred is alive and well. We knew that. Now Kanye reminded the rest of
the world, just like the sign unfurled on LA’s 405 highway did earlier this week
that said Kanye was right about the Jews, that antisemitism thrives. The Jew
haters from the Goyim Defense League that brazenly stood in a Heil Hitler
salute behind the sign are not afraid to proclaim their hatred, neither are the
white supremacists, the anti-Zionists, and the Jewish conspiracy theorists. It is
on all of us to call it out – loudly. 

We applaud those who ended their relationships with Kanye – CAA, GAP,

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/26/opinion/kanye-west-antisemitism.html?
https://www.jta.org/2022/10/23/united-states/kanye-was-right-about-the-jews-antisemitic-group-says-on-los-angeles-highway-banner


Adidas, Peloton and others but it is not enough. We must fight antisemitism on
every front. We must not be scared to name it, even when it is scary. We must
stick together as a community. We must tell our allies that we need their help,
too. We must do everything in our power to ensure that the Jewish world
remains strong and vibrant. Our survival is the best reprisal. 

Shabbat shalom – 

  
Meredith 
CEO
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