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The Foundation of the Jewish Federation is about 
you and the causes you hold most dear.

As we begin year four of  the LIFE & LEGACY 
program, we are proud to report that our Jewish 
community has secured over 700 individual 
endowment commitments to the participating 
organizations, with an estimated value of  over $17 
million dollars! These gifts will help sustain Rochester 
as a vibrant Jewish community now and in the future. 

In 2017 Rochester became a partnership community 
in LIFE & LEGACY, a community-wide endowment 
program of  the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. The 
Foundation of  the Jewish Federation of  Greater 
Rochester administers the LIFE & LEGACY 
program for the Rochester community and together 
with the Grinspoon Foundation, has funded the 
participation of  the Rochester Community. Through 
LIFE & LEGACY our local Jewish organizations, 
synagogues and schools have enthusiastically come 
together to promote after-lifetime giving to sustain 
our precious Jewish organizations now and to help to 
build our future.

Together we are a stronger Jewish community. 
Together we learn from one another and inspire 
each other. Together we are helping people in need, 
rescuing people in danger, and keeping Jewish life 
strong. Together we can support Jewish organizations 
that are important to you and to the continued 
strength of  our community. 

Thank you to all of  the participants in our LIFE & 
LEGACY program for building our Jewish future.

If  you are interested in leaving your legacy to benefit 
our incredible Jewish community while supporting 
organizations that are important to you, please 
contact Eric Brandt at ebrandt@jewishrochester.org 
or 585.241.8625.

Leslie Crane 
and Don Onimus
Co-chairs, 
Life and Legacy

What does LIFE & LEGACY™ mean? 
If we analyze the words, we have:
• Life—What have I done? What will I do in the future?
• Legacy—What will I leave behind? How will I be remembered? What impact will my life have on the world?

Judaism is a big part of  my life, and my Temple and the Federation are a big part of  my Judaism. 
Therefore, these are the organizations I chose to support in my Life & Legacy (L&L) commitment letter.

My L&L commitment will of  course be only one part of  my contribution to these organizations, to their mission, 
the work they do, and the role they play in my life, as well as the impact they have on all of  us.
 
My continued work and overall contributions to the Federation will drive the current IMPACT that I will have on our 
community, locally and even a little bit globally!

That lasting impact will be a part of  my personal legacy. 
 
I hope that the Federation and all of  our Jewish organizations will remain vital indefinitely so that future generations, 
perhaps even my grandchildren, can enjoy and benefit from them like I have.

In closing, I believe participating in the L&L program is tremendously important for all of  us NOW, and for generations 
to come.

Neal Morchower
Board Member, Jewish Federation of  Greater Rochester 
Co-chair Partnership2Gether
ROCStrong Volunteer

Silver Circle and Coming Full Circle 
By Eric Brandt

It was 1985 when I gave my initial gift to the Federation’s Annual Campaign. I’d just begun working at the 
Jewish Federation of  Greater Rochester, my first job out of  grad school, and I was proud and excited to make my 
first gift. More than 36 years later, I’m now a longtime Silver Circle member, which recognizes our donors who 
have given to our annual campaign for 25 years or longer. 

At the end of  November, I rejoined the Federation staff, 10 months into a global pandemic. It’s been interesting and grounding to return to 
where I started. In the intervening 36 years, a lot happened. I spent 18 years at Federation, and then the subsequent 18 years at the University of  
Rochester as the executive director for advancement for the Hajim School of  Engineering and Applied Sciences. In that time, I also served on the 
board of  my synagogue, a Federation campaign volunteer, a board member for the Federation, as well as a few other boards of  area nonprofits. 
My wife Carolyn served as the president of  Federation, a board member of  our synagogue, and chair of  several area legal nonprofits. Additionally, 
we raised three Jewish kids to adulthood.

My own relationship with giving took on new depth when 20 years ago, Carolyn and I decided to take $10,000 to establish a donor advised 
fund, also known as a DAF, through Federation. Since then, we’ve added to it every year and use it as our main means of  philanthropy. We also 
include our children in making recommendations from this fund. Through this DAF, we contribute not just to Jewish organizations but also to our 
universities, community organizations, United Way, and more.

And now I’m back, a Silver Circle member and Federation returnee, excited to renew the work I’ve always valued and prized. It’s a strange time 
to start a new job during a pandemic, but the familiarity and the continuity of  Jewish values, the priorities, the lay leadership, the donors, are a 
remarkable constant. I’ve felt so warmly welcomed.

Mostly I’m proud to be part of  a tradition and community that embodies the responsibility to restore and heal the world through tikkun olam. 
This Jewish value is continuous and unbroken. Like a circle. A silver one. 

LIFE and LEGACY™ Update 

“Together, 
we are a 
stronger 
Jewish 

community.” 

LIFE & LEGACY PARTNERS:
Britton Road Cemetery Association
Chabad Lubavitch
Congregation Beth Shalom
Derech HaTorah of Rochester
Hillel Community Day School
Jewish Family Service
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester
Jewish Senior Life Foundation
Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center
ORA Academy
Talmudical Institute of Upstate of New York
Temple Beth El
Temple Sinai

Do you wonder what our Jewish community will look like in another 18 years? 
Join me in committing to its future through a legacy gift. 
To learn more, please email ebrandt@jewishrochester.org or call 585.241.8625.



The six grandchildren of  Eileen (z”l) and 
Michael Grossman—Megan, Ryan, Eric, Eli, 
Hillary and Samantha—spanned ages 11 to 18 
when they first convened around a boardroom 
table to begin making decisions about the new 
Life and Legacy™ Donor Advised Fund they 
would jointly control—first under the supervision 
of  their grandparents as minors, and eventually 
as adults. And who better to inaugurate this 
group of  young people into community service 
than their grandparents, who learned about 
community service and philanthropy from their 
own parents and grandparents?

“Philanthropy runs 
in the family.”

Michael Grossman’s grandfather, Michael Miller, 
set the family standard for community giving. 
“He was originally from Poland and with the 
success of  his soda business in the United States, 
he became very active in charities, including 
naming a number of  organizations in his will,” 
explains Michael. Similarly, Eileen Grossman 
was inspired by her grandmother, Hannah 
Brodsky, who came to Rochester from Hungary 
through the help of  the Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society (HIAS). “Eileen’s grandmother was 
a big influence on her whole family,” Michael 
says. “She had a sense for business and an 
understanding of  how important it was for 
all of  us to support the Jewish community.”

Eileen and Michael continued that family 
tradition--modeling generosity and service to 
both Jewish and secular organizations alike as 
they raised their two daughters, ran a business 
together, and were active members of  the 
Rochester community. They each served as 
president of  the Jewish Federation and they 
were each honored for their service and 
leadership. “Eileen always got there first,” says 
Michael admiringly, “She was always taking 
the lead.”

Eileen’s determination and desire to give back 
to her community were legend. While accepting 
the Highland Foundation Heritage Award in 
2012, she recalled the battle she had with stage-
three ovarian cancer in 1999. She told Michael 
at that time, “No more sadness. I don’t want to 
waste the time or energy. I will need to save up to 
give ovarian cancer the fight of  my life.” Eileen 
went on to beat ovarian cancer and to establish 
Cancer Wellness Connections, a comfort and 
care program that would go on to serve 8,000 to 
10,000 cancer patients a year. 

Passing on a family tradition 
of giving

By 2018, Michael and Eileen wanted to honor 
their six grandchildren while also passing along 
an important family tradition. “Each of  them 
would learn how a Donor Advised Fund worked 
by actually participating in one themselves,” 
explains Michael.

Five months after that first meeting in August 
2018, the Six Grossman Grandchildren Donor 
Advised Fund members convened again, this 
time to approve the fund’s Operating Agreement, 
which designated a six-percent annual payout of  
the fund. Michael and Eileen were deeply proud 
to hear their grandchildren compare notes on 
potential grantees, and to hear each make their 
own case for why a charity was important. The 
organizations they considered ranged from the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum to 
the Lollipop Farm.

Sadly, this was the last meeting Eileen would 
attend. She passed away suddenly in February 
of  2019, prior to the next meeting of  the donor 
advised fund.

Michael was determined to see Eileen’s 
project to completion. By June of  2019, the Six 
Grossman Grandchildren Donor Advised Fund 
members met at the Jewish Federation to do 
just that. 

“It was a bittersweet meeting without Eileen 
there,” says Michael. “But the fund was our 
tribute to her. We were acting in her honor.” 
Among the 10 gifts recommended by the 
grandchildren were donations to honor and 
remember Eileen and other family members 
who had recently passed away.  

A Donor Advised Fund: 
Establish a Fund for 
Your Charitable Giving
WHAT IS IT?
A Donor Advised Fund is a fund 
established with The Foundation of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester 
for your charitable giving. It enables 
you to recommend grants to any 
qualified Jewish or other charity you 
want to support.

HOW IT WORKS
You make a gift (minimum $5,000) 
of cash or marketable securities to 
establish the fund, and you have 
the option to add to the fund at 
any interval. You retain the right to 
recommend charitable gifts from 
the fund.

BENEFITS
You receive an income tax deduction 
when you contribute to your fund, 
not when the distributions are made 
from the fund. This enables you to 
make larger contributions to your fund 
during years that you need additional 
tax savings, even if you do not plan on 
recommendingdistributions until later.

If you make the contribution through 
appreciated stock you should receive 
a charitable income tax deduction and 
pay no capital gains tax. 

The money in your fund is pooled and 
professionally invested, earning tax-
free income. Your share of that income 
is added to your fund, increasing the 
impact of your gift on the community.

YOUR DREAMS. 
YOUR PASSION.
YOUR LEGACY.
You may suggest grants that reflect 
your interests, including Jewish or 
secular public charities in Rochester or 
across the country. Your fund may be 
in your name or the name of another 
individual you select, establishing a 
lasting tribute.

You may designate your children or 
grandchildren to make grants—now, 
or as your successors—enabling your 
family to carry on the tradition of 
tzedakah.

By giving generously, you can be 
there for your family, your community 
and the Jewish people—where and 
whenever help is needed in the future.

WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY?
For more information, contact 
Eric Brandt at The Foundation of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Rochester at 585.241.8625 or 
ebrandt@jewishrochester.org.

5 Reasons 
He Gives: 
A Q&A with 
Marshall Lesser 
Marshall Lesser is an active 
90-year-old whose hobbies 

include tennis, swimming, and bridge and who we 
hope has many, many wonderful years ahead. 

Marshall has designated The Foundation of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester as the 
beneficiary of one of his IRAs. When Marshall 
passes away his IRA will be paid to the Marshall 
Lesser Endowment Fund, and those funds will 
provide annual gifts to his LIFE & LEGACY 
organizations and other charitable interests.
 
We had the opportunity to chat with Marshall 
about what his legacy means to him. Marshall 
shared five motivations that inspire 
his generosity:

Rochester is truly our home.
My wife Lenore and I have been in Rochester 
since 1959. We thought we’d be here three to four years, 
but we never left. More than 60 years later, Rochester is 

home. I worked at General Dynamics until the early 1970s and then 
helped found Hydroacoustics Inc. Lenore was an English teacher at 
Fairport High School and an adjunct professor at Rochester Institute 
of  Technology. Until recently, she was an accomplished pianist and 
singer and an avid reader; she spoke French fluently and challenged 
herself  to read novels in French, as well.  Lenore and I raised our 
family here, and two of  my three kids are still in town. We have eight 
granddaughters and three great grandchildren, two boys and a girl. It 
has been wonderful being part of  this community. 

Giving back has always been a priority.
Our responsibility is to do good and help the world in one 
way or another. We’re not in this world only for ourselves. My 
financial situation allows me to make a substantial gift, and 
my children and grandchildren understand that I have made 

it a priority to give back. My parents were very involved as activists and 
volunteers but didn’t have enough assets to be very charitable. I followed 
their path and have been blessed to be able to help. I also benefited 
greatly from the generosity of  others. I could never have afforded college 
if  it weren’t for the free tuition at City College of  New York (CCNY). I 
was only able to pay for the subway to classes because one of  my uncles 
gave me $25 for spending money. That free education changed my 
family’s life. 

The JCC has always been at the center 
of our family’s life.
I’m very active with several Jewish organizations, but I have 
devoted the most time to the Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community 

Center of  Greater Rochester. At one point I was president of  the JCC 
board; now my daughter, Karen Menachof, serves as the J’s president.To 
me, the JCC is family. It’s the heart of  Jewish community in Rochester.

I am deeply grateful for the care 
Lenore receives from Jewish Senior Life.
Lenore has Alzheimer’s and lives in the Cottages, which is part 
of   Jewish Senior Life. I cannot say enough good things about 

the loving help and care she gets daily. My children and I are incredibly 
grateful. 

I want to continue to support the 
organizations that matter to us, and I 
trust Federation to do that on my behalf.
Each year, the Restricted Fund will make contributions to 

Jewish Federation’s annual campaign, the Jewish Community Center, 
and Jewish Senior Life—secured through the LIFE & LEGACY ™ 
program—plus other organizations that matter to us including City 
College of  New York, WXXI Public Radio, the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Rochester Chamber Music Society, the Finger Lakes 
Chamber Music Festival, and others. The endowment fund will support 
Jewish, civic and educational institutions that have been important to 
Lenore and me well into the future. I trust the Federation to do that on 
my behalf.

Instilling 
the Next 
Generation 
of Giving

“Family is 
everything,” says 
Michael. And for the 
family of Eileen and 
Michael Grossman, 
family is synonymous 
with giving. Through 
the Six Grossman 
Grandchildren Donor 
Advised Fund, another 
generation embodies 
that lesson.

1

A Charitable Contribution from an IRA
When planning your IRA withdrawal strategy, you may want to consider making charitable 
donations through a Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD), which is a direct transfer of funds 
from your IRA  payable to a qualified charity. QCDs may be counted toward satisfying your 
required minimum distributions (RMDs) for the year, as long as certain rules are met. 

2

3

4

5

“Our responsibility is to do good 
and help the world in one way or another.”

Can I Make a QCD?
While many IRAs are eligible for QCDs—there are requirements:

 • You must be 70½ or older to be eligible to make a QCD.

 • They are limited to the amount that would otherwise be taxed as ordinary income. 
 This excludes non-deductible contributions.

 • The maximum annual amount that can qualify is $100,000. This applies to the sum 
 of QCDs made to one or more charities in a calendar year. 

 • For a QCD to count towards your current year RMD (required minimum distribution), 
 the funds must come out of your IRA by your RMD deadline, generally December 31.
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The Foundation of the Jewish Federation is about 
you and the causes you hold most dear.

As we begin year four of  the LIFE & LEGACY 
program, we are proud to report that our Jewish 
community has secured over 700 individual 
endowment commitments to the participating 
organizations, with an estimated value of  over $17 
million dollars! These gifts will help sustain Rochester 
as a vibrant Jewish community now and in the future. 

In 2017 Rochester became a partnership community 
in LIFE & LEGACY, a community-wide endowment 
program of  the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. The 
Foundation of  the Jewish Federation of  Greater 
Rochester administers the LIFE & LEGACY 
program for the Rochester community and together 
with the Grinspoon Foundation, has funded the 
participation of  the Rochester Community. Through 
LIFE & LEGACY our local Jewish organizations, 
synagogues and schools have enthusiastically come 
together to promote after-lifetime giving to sustain 
our precious Jewish organizations now and to help to 
build our future.

Together we are a stronger Jewish community. 
Together we learn from one another and inspire 
each other. Together we are helping people in need, 
rescuing people in danger, and keeping Jewish life 
strong. Together we can support Jewish organizations 
that are important to you and to the continued 
strength of  our community. 

Thank you to all of  the participants in our LIFE & 
LEGACY program for building our Jewish future.

If  you are interested in leaving your legacy to benefit 
our incredible Jewish community while supporting 
organizations that are important to you, please 
contact Eric Brandt at ebrandt@jewishrochester.org 
or 585.241.8625.

Leslie Crane 
and Don Onimus
Co-chairs, 
Life and Legacy

What does LIFE & LEGACY™ mean? 
If we analyze the words, we have:
• Life—What have I done? What will I do in the future?
• Legacy—What will I leave behind? How will I be remembered? What impact will my life have on the world?

Judaism is a big part of  my life, and my Temple and the Federation are a big part of  my Judaism. 
Therefore, these are the organizations I chose to support in my Life & Legacy (L&L) commitment letter.

My L&L commitment will of  course be only one part of  my contribution to these organizations, to their mission, 
the work they do, and the role they play in my life, as well as the impact they have on all of  us.
 
My continued work and overall contributions to the Federation will drive the current IMPACT that I will have on our 
community, locally and even a little bit globally!

That lasting impact will be a part of  my personal legacy. 
 
I hope that the Federation and all of  our Jewish organizations will remain vital indefinitely so that future generations, 
perhaps even my grandchildren, can enjoy and benefit from them like I have.

In closing, I believe participating in the L&L program is tremendously important for all of  us NOW, and for generations 
to come.

Neal Morchower
Board Member, Jewish Federation of  Greater Rochester 
Co-chair Partnership2Gether
ROCStrong Volunteer

Silver Circle and Coming Full Circle 
By Eric Brandt

It was 1985 when I gave my initial gift to the Federation’s Annual Campaign. I’d just begun working at the 
Jewish Federation of  Greater Rochester, my first job out of  grad school, and I was proud and excited to make my 
first gift. More than 36 years later, I’m now a longtime Silver Circle member, which recognizes our donors who 
have given to our annual campaign for 25 years or longer. 

At the end of  November, I rejoined the Federation staff, 10 months into a global pandemic. It’s been interesting and grounding to return to 
where I started. In the intervening 36 years, a lot happened. I spent 18 years at Federation, and then the subsequent 18 years at the University of  
Rochester as the executive director for advancement for the Hajim School of  Engineering and Applied Sciences. In that time, I also served on the 
board of  my synagogue, a Federation campaign volunteer, a board member for the Federation, as well as a few other boards of  area nonprofits. 
My wife Carolyn served as the president of  Federation, a board member of  our synagogue, and chair of  several area legal nonprofits. Additionally, 
we raised three Jewish kids to adulthood.

My own relationship with giving took on new depth when 20 years ago, Carolyn and I decided to take $10,000 to establish a donor advised 
fund, also known as a DAF, through Federation. Since then, we’ve added to it every year and use it as our main means of  philanthropy. We also 
include our children in making recommendations from this fund. Through this DAF, we contribute not just to Jewish organizations but also to our 
universities, community organizations, United Way, and more.

And now I’m back, a Silver Circle member and Federation returnee, excited to renew the work I’ve always valued and prized. It’s a strange time 
to start a new job during a pandemic, but the familiarity and the continuity of  Jewish values, the priorities, the lay leadership, the donors, are a 
remarkable constant. I’ve felt so warmly welcomed.

Mostly I’m proud to be part of  a tradition and community that embodies the responsibility to restore and heal the world through tikkun olam. 
This Jewish value is continuous and unbroken. Like a circle. A silver one. 

LIFE and LEGACY™ Update 

“Together, 
we are a 
stronger 
Jewish 

community.” 

LIFE & LEGACY PARTNERS:
Britton Road Cemetery Association
Chabad Lubavitch
Congregation Beth Shalom
Derech HaTorah of Rochester
Hillel Community Day School
Jewish Family Service
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester
Jewish Senior Life Foundation
Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center
ORA Academy
Talmudical Institute of Upstate of New York
Temple Beth El
Temple Sinai

Do you wonder what our Jewish community will look like in another 18 years? 
Join me in committing to its future through a legacy gift. 
To learn more, please email ebrandt@jewishrochester.org or call 585.241.8625.




