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My mom, Rakhil Lender, will be turning 88 in a couple of months. She was 4 years old when WWII 

started, she survived the Holocaust —miraculously escaping the Nazi onslaught from what is now 

Belarus. 

These days, my Mom rarely leaves the house. But recently, she was able to attend the Holocaust 

Survivors and Children of Survivors social event from the “Arts Series” at TBK. It was the perfect 

combination of accessibility, thoughtful planning, and heartfelt connection — an experience she 
truly cherished.

The kindness and attention from the wonderful JFS staff, the universal language of music, the 

comfort of being surrounded by others with similar histories, and even the healthy comfort 
food—it all came together to create a day she hasn’t stopped talking about.

As her son, I can't overstate how important events like these are. They offer survivors and their 

families a chance to gather, to share, to remember—and yes, to simply enjoy a moment of joy and 

connection. My mom and I are deeply grateful to everyone who dedicates their time, resources, 

and hearts into making events like this possible. Thank you for honoring the lives and legacies of 
Holocaust survivors in such a warm, human way.
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