
PERSPECTIVES ON ISRAEL



“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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Survey data tells us stories.

With a sample comprised of

2,395 Jewish adult participants
208 Jewish teen participants
350 Non-Jewish participants

here’s what we learned about
Israel-related perceptions and attitudes
from these three perspectives.

[Combined Sample N=2,953]
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First, the Jewish Adult Perspective

[N=2,395 Jewish Adult Participants]

Survey script’s introduction to this question series:

A community where “Every Voice Counts” means a community where 
different perspectives can be handled openly and respectfully.

Let’s explore next a few difficult, complicated issues -- to understand 
your experiences and opinions -- in the spirit of fostering open, honest 
dialog. 

First, let’s focus on anti-Semitism.  [ set of questions]
Let’s focus next on Israel.  [ set of questions]
Now let’s focus on the issue of safety & security. [ set of questions]
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How emotionally attached to Israel do you feel?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 49% 32% 13% 5% 1%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: 81% of our adult Jewish participants 
feel at least somewhat emotionally attached to Israel, 
49% (nearly half) very attached.

Israel is not a subject
that matters to me enough
to feel attached.
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How emotionally attached to Israel do you feel?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s

All Jewish 
Adults 

Very emotionally attached 45% 49% 50% 49%

Somewhat emotionally attached 31% 32% 32% 32%

Not very emotionally attached 15% 12% 14% 13%

Not at all emotionally attached 9% 7% 4% 6%

Observation:  This emotional attachment profile is surprisingly consistent 
across generational age cohorts.

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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How emotionally attached to Israel do you feel?

However, we discover two significantly different response profiles, 
depending upon whether or not the respondent has ever been to Israel, 

irrespective of the context of their travel there.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very 61% 18%

Somewhat 30% 36%

Not Very 7% 27%

Not at All 1% 15%

No opinion 0% 4%

Been to Israel Never Been 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents – of whom 1143 told us they’d been to Israel, and 461 told us they had not]

8% vs 42%

61% vs 18%

Observation: 
Evidently, emotional
attachment to 
Israel is linked to 
being there, with 
some direct and 
personal experience, 
not merely hearing or 
reading about it. 
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Observation:  Digging even deeper, we find that the type of experience in Israel

significantly impacts emotional attachment. The % of those who self-describe as 

“very emotionally attached to Israel” increases directly with the depth of experience 

there.  The longer / deeper the experience, the greater the emotional attachment. 

And if you’ve never been there, you’re not apt to feel strong emotional attachment.

[93%] I’m Israeli.

[85%] I’m not Israeli, but I’ve 
lived in Israel.

[72%] I’m not Israeli, but 
I’ve…studied / worked / 
volunteered there.

[56%] I’m not Israeli, but I’ve 
visited there at least once.

[18%] I’ve never been to 
Israel.

0% 50% 100%

Israeli

Lived in
Israel

Extended
Stay

Been At
Least Once

Never Been

Observation:  That initial visit is clearly 
a pivotal experience [18%  56%].

% very emotionally attached

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 19% 39% 19% 21% 2%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

How emotionally conflicted about Israel do you feel?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: 58% of our adult Jewish participants 
feel at least somewhat emotionally conflicted
about Israel, 19% (1 in 5) very conflicted.

Israel is not a subject
that matters to me enough
to feel conflicted.
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How emotionally conflicted about Israel do you feel?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s

All Jewish 
Adults 

Very emotionally conflicted 18% 19% 20% 19%

Somewhat emotionally conflicted 31% 40% 42% 39%

Not very emotionally conflicted 22% 20% 15% 19%

Not at all emotionally conflicted 29% 21% 22% 23%

Observation:  This emotional conflict profile is also surprisingly consistent 
across generational age cohorts.

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very 20% 17%

Somewhat 39% 38%

Not Very 17% 22%

Not at All 22% 18%

No opinion 1% 5%

Been to Israel Never Been

How emotionally conflicted about Israel do you feel?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

Interestingly, these two 
response profiles vary 
little, with those who have
or have not been to Israel 
feeling similarly conflicted.

Perhaps going to Israel may 
not help someone feel less
conflicted, but might 
potentially provide the 
emotional attachment to
process or deal with those 
conflicted feelings differently.
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

very positive

mostly positive

mix of positive & negative

mostly negative

very negative

All things considered, 

what are your feelings towards Israel today?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

31%

33%

30%

3%

1%

2%I have no feelings
about Israel, 
positive or negative.

Observation:  
64% (2/3) of our adult Jewish 
participants feel at least mostly 
positive about Israel today.  

But 34% (1/3) feel a mix of 
positive & negative -- or worse

-- towards Israel today.
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All things considered, 
what are your feelings towards Israel today?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s

All Jewish 
Adults 

Very positive 31% 31% 31% 31%

Mostly positive 33% 34% 32% 33%

A mix of positive and negative 28% 29% 32% 30%

Mostly negative 3% 3% 3% 3%

Very negative 1% 1% 1% 1%

No feelings about Israel, 

positive or negative

4% 2% 1% 2%

Observation:  This response profile is once again strikingly consistent 
across generational age cohorts.

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Been At Least Once Never Been

very positive 36% 18%

mostly positive 35% 30%

mix of positive & negative 27% 38%

mostly negative 2% 5%

very negative 0% 3%

All things considered, 
what are your feelings towards Israel today?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

71% 48%

Observation:  Yet again, 
having been to Israel – in 
any context, long ago or 
recently – tends to make 
one feel more positive about 
Israel. 

So not necessarily less 
conflicted but, all things 
considered, more positive.
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How high a priority do you consider 
a political candidate’s support for Israel 

when deciding who gets your vote?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

It’s my highest priority

It’s one thing I’ll consider alongside many others

It's nothing I even consider or care about

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

7%

35%

48%

8%

2%

Observation: Support for Israel is clearly a priority
– but just as clearly not the only priority – for most 
of our survey’s participating Jewish adults.

83%
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How high a priority do you consider 
a political candidate’s support for Israel 

when deciding who gets your vote?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s

All Jewish 
Adults 

It’s my highest priority 6% 8% 7% 7%

It’s one of my highest priorities 32% 36% 34% 35%

It’s one thing I’ll consider alongside 
many others

46% 47% 50% 48%

It’s not really a high priority 
concern for me

12% 7% 8% 8%

It's nothing I even consider or care 
about

4% 2% 1% 2%

Observation:  This response profile is yet again consistent 
across generational age cohorts.

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Been At Least Once Never Been

Highest Priority 8% 4%

One of the Highest 39% 26%

Something I Consider 46% 53%

Not a High Priority 6% 14%

Nothing I Care About 1% 4%

How high a priority do you consider 
a political candidate’s support for Israel 

when deciding who gets your vote?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

47% 30%Observation: Having been to 
Israel renders a candidate’s 
support for Israel a somewhat 
higher voting priority.

It’s still only rarely someone’s
highest priority, but is more
apt to be among their highest.
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 18% 44% 33% 4% 0%

Highest 

Priority

One of the 

Highest

Something I 

Consider

Not a High 

Priority

Nothing I 

Care About

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 46% 33% 22% 0% 0%

Very Positive
Mostly 

Positive
Mix of + and -

Mostly 

Negative
Very Negative

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 20% 17% 13% 50%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 93% 2% 4% 0%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 
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THE PERSPECTIVES OF OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY’S
ISRAELI ADULTS

[N= 69 Israeli Respondents in our survey sample]

How Emotionally Attached? How Emotionally Conflicted?

Feelings Towards Israel Today?
Israeli Support Voting Priority?

93% Very 20% Very
50% Not at All

46% Very Positive
79% Very + Mostly Positive 18% Highest Priority

62% Among their Highest Priorities



20

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

All Respondents Our Israelis

Highest Priority 7% 18%

One of the Highest 35% 44%

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very Positive 31% 46%

All Respondents Our Israelis

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Not at All 21% 50%

All Respondents Our Israelis

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very 49% 93%

All Respondents Our Israelis
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Some interesting comparisons between our community’s
Israelis and our overall Jewish community:

As a group, our Israelis are…

[N= 69 Israeli Respondents within our 2,395 Jewish Adults]

…Far More Emotionally Attached

(Very = 93% vs 49%)

…Somewhat Less Emotionally Conflicted
(Very = 20% vs 19%, however

Not at All = 50% vs 21%)

…All Things Considered, More Positive
(Very Positive = 46% vs 31%)

…Support for Israel a Higher Voting Priority
(Highest + Among Highest = 62% vs 42%) 
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How much do you feel that you know about the BDS [the 
boycott / divest / sanction] movement, which some refer to 

as the “de-legitimization of Israel”?

A. I know a lot, and feel well 
prepared to discuss it with 
others

B. I know some, 
but don’t feel well 
prepared to discuss 
it with others

A. I don’t know enough 
to have an informed
conversation about it yet

A. I'd like to know more and
would welcome the
opportunity to learn

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A] [B] [C] [D]

24% 43% 28% 8%

Observation:  Fewer than 1 in 4 (24%) 
feel fully knowledgeable and well prepared 
regarding BDS.  Most (43%) know some, but 
need more insight to navigate this complicated
and controversial subject. 

[*Note:  As will soon be discussed in more detail,
several participants expressed strong reactions 
against this question’s having equated BDS with 
the de-legitimization of Israel.]
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
defending Israel if people around you made negative statements 

or accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 34% 47% 16% 3%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: 66% (2/3) of our adult 
Jewish participants feel less than very
comfortable and confident defending
Israel in that situation.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
criticizing Israel if you found yourself disagreeing 

with some aspect of the country or its politics?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 24% 43% 26% 8%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: And 76% (3/4) of our adult Jewish 
participants feel less than very comfortable and 
confident criticizing Israel in that situation. 

Observation:  There is somewhat less comfort and confidence around 
criticizing Israel than defending Israel.  While help/support/ 
education/coaching etc. around both are needed, a focus on Israel’s 
critical complexities and controversies emerges an identified priority.
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Some believe that an organization like the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Rochester should only sponsor speakers and provide programming that is 
clearly and unapologetically supportive of Israel.

Others believe that the Jewish Federation should provide a full spectrum
of speakers and programming that present all sides of Israel, even those 
expressing criticism instead of support [while excluding, of course, 
anything openly anti-Semitic or in any way hateful]. 

How do you feel about this issue?  What should be the role of our Jewish 
Federation in terms of the Israeli programming it provides to our 
community? 

Please choose the type(s) of programming you want to see provided:

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]



25

What should be the role of our Jewish Federation in terms of the Israeli 
programming it provides to our community? 

Please choose the type(s) of programming you want to see provided:

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 26% 35% 52%

[A] [B] [C]

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  Programs with a positive 
orientation, proudly supportive
of Israel and its achievements, 
since in many other settings 
today that perspective is often 
stifled.

[B]  Programs showing all sides
of Israel, even its problems and 
challenges -- allowing audiences 
to decide for themselves how to 
feel.

 [C]  Both of the above

Observation: 
The collective preference
is for both types of
programming -- positively
supportive and balanced.
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What should be the role of our Jewish Federation in terms of the Israeli 
programming it provides to our community? 

Please choose the 
type(s) of programming you want to see provided:

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s

All Jewish 
Adults 

Programs with a positive orientation 
/ proudly supportive

35% 28% 19% 26%

Programs showing all sides of 
Israel, including problems & 

challenges

34% 32% 40% 35%

Both of the above 45% 54% 53% 52%

Observation:  While on balance all three generations tend to want 
the full spectrum of programming provided, our oldest respondents
are – perhaps surprisingly – least supportive of the proudly positive, 
and most in favor of seeing all sides of Israel and deciding for 
themselves how to feel.

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]



While we’ve just explored some of the impact 
that traveling to Israel seems to have had on 
the Israel-related attitudes and perceptions of 
our adult Jewish respondents, what else did we 
learn about those Israeli travel experiences?
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Some people’s most memorable Jewish experiences, we’re told, 
take place while traveling in Israel. 

So let’s focus now on the topic of Israeli travel. 
Have you ever been to Israel?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Yes No

% response 71% 29%

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

71% of our Jewish Adult participants
have been to Israel in some way 
at least once in their lives so far. 

Those answering “yes” continued
on to the next set of questions.

Those answering “no”
skipped past this set 
of questions. 
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[For those who have been to Israel:]

Which of these describe you?

[Please choose all that apply:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 75% 18% 7% 4%

[A] [B] [C] [D]

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A] I'm not Israeli, but I've 
visited Israel at least once

[B] I'm not Israeli, but I have 
experienced Israel for 
more than a brief visit 
[eg. studied or worked there]

[C] I'm not Israeli, 
but I have lived in Israel 

[D] I'm Israeli 
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[For those who have been to Israel:]

How many different times have you visited Israel?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 37% 32% 15% 8% 8%

just once 2-3 times 4-6 times 7-10 times > 10 times

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[For those who have been to Israel:]

When were you in Israel most recently?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 44% 19% 14% 23%

within the past 

5 years
6-10 years ago 

11-20 years 

ago 

more than 20 

years ago

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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Just Once

past 5 years 21%

6-10 years ago 16%

11-20 years ago 17%

> 20 years ago 46%

Total 100%

How many times 
have you visited Israel?
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Observation:  Of those who have been in Israel just once, 46% were there 
over 20 years ago.  Of those last in Israel over 20 years ago, 73% have 
been there only once.  Given what we know to be the significant positive
perceptual and attitudinal impact of visiting Israel, there seems to be a 
significant opportunity to help reintroduce these people to Israel today.

> 20 Years Ago

Just once 73%

2-3 times 22%

4-6 times 5%

7-10 times 0%

>10 times 0%

Total 100%
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When were you in Israel 
most recently?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[For those who have been to Israel:]

How old were you when you visited Israel?
[Please choose all that apply:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 82% 28% 4% 6%

Adult Teenager Child all of the above

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[For those who have been to Israel:]

In which of these ways have you visited Israel?
Please choose all that apply:

As a tourist 66%

With my family (or to visit family) 49%

With Jewish Federation, the JCC, or another Jewish organization 25%

With friends (or to visit friends) 17%

On Birthright, a camp trip, JFI, or some other teen / young adult experience 16%

For educational reasons 16%

For a wedding, bar or bat mitzvah, etc. 15%

With my synagogue 10%

For work-related reasons 9%

I’ve visited Israel in some way not described above 9%

Attended a conference there 9%

I volunteered there [eg. IDF, hospital, kibbutz, etc.] 8%

For religious reasons 7%

As part of the Rochester / Modi'in Partnership2Gether program 7%

For philanthropic reasons 4%
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Whatever the context of your travel to Israel, 
how would you describe the impact of being there 
on your perceptions of -- and feelings about –

your own Judaism?

83% On balance, it made 
me more proud to 
be Jewish

<1% On balance, it made 
me less proud to 
be Jewish

16% It’s complicated. Being 
in Israel made me 
more proud in some 
ways, less proud in
others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud less proud complicated

[N=1147 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Observation: This is a critical 
finding at a time when the 
Jewish community is seeking
ways to increase Jewish pride 
and build Jewish engagement.
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Whatever the context of your travel to Israel, 
how would you describe the impact of being there on 
your level of insight into Jewish history and culture, 

Israeli society, Israeli politics, etc.?

59% I am much more
insightful now than 
before being in Israel

32% I am a little more 
insightful now than 
before being in Israel

16% I am no more insightful
now than before being 
in Israel 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

much more a little more no more

[N=1147 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Observation:  While this is not a surprising
finding, it is a reassuring one, suggesting
that irrespective of the circumstances of 
one’s travel to Israel, these experiences
tend to be historically & culturally insightful.
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Whatever the context of your travel to Israel, 
how would you describe the impact of being there on 

your perceptions of -- and feelings about –
Israel and Israelis?

75% On balance, being in 
Israel made me feel 
more positive about 
Israel and Israelis

2% On balance, being in Israel 
made me feel less positive
about Israel and Israelis 

23% It’s complicated. Being
in Israel made me more 
positive in some ways, 
less positive in others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more positive less positive it's complicated

[N=1147 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Observations:  Again, this finding shows 
the significant positive impact of travel 
to Israel. Israel and Israelis may always 
be complicated, but traveling there tends to
foster understanding, empathy, insight, etc. 
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Are there any specific reasons why you've never been to Israel? 

[Please choose any of these that apply to you:]

Not opposed to going, just haven't gotten there yet 45%

Cost 35%

Never had the right opportunity 31%

Security and safety concerns 28%

No interest in going 16%

Some other reason not listed above 13%

Never had anyone to go with 8%

[Asking those who said they’d never been to Israel:]

[N=465 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who told us they have not yet traveled to Israel]

Observation:  Many of these reasons represent addressable barriers,
and suggest potential opportunities to help bring at least some of
these individuals / families to Israel in the future.  
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[For Jewish adults with school-age children and/or teens:]

Looking ahead, would you seriously consider sending your 
teenagers to Israel -- or sending your children to Israel when 
they become teenagers? [Or, if they have already been there, 

would you consider sending them again?]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 83% 6% 11%

Yes No Don't Know

[N= 356 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]



Next, the Israel-Related 
Non-Jewish [“Jewish Adjacent”] 
Perspective

[N=350 Non-Jewish “Adjacent” respondents]
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THE NON-JEWISH (“Jewish Adjacent”) PERSPECTIVE:

All things considered, and given your relationship with the Jewish 
community, how do you tend to feel about Israel today?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 28% 24% 8% 2% 38%

Very 

Supportive & 

Positive

Somewhat 

Supportive & 

Positive

Not Very 

Supportive & 

Positive

Not at All 

Supportive & 

Positive

I really have 

no opinion on 

this subject

[N= 350 Non-Jewish Respondents]

Observation: 72% of our non-Jewish participants describe 
themselves as feeling less than very supportive & 
positive about Israel today – although over half of them 
[38%] have no real opinion in either direction.
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THE NON-JEWISH (“Jewish Adjacent”) PERSPECTIVE:

All things considered, and given your relationship with the Jewish 
community, how do you tend to feel about Israel today?

0%
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75%

100%

% response 46% 39% 12% 3% 0%

Very 

Supportive & 

Positive

Somewhat 

Supportive & 

Positive

Not Very 

Supportive & 

Positive

Not at All 

Supportive & 

Positive

I really have 

no opinion on 

this subject

[N= 350 Non-Jewish Respondents]

Observation:  Let’s look beyond 

the 38% who describe 

themselves as having no 

opinion.  

When we focus solely on those 

non-Jewish participants who DO

have Israel-related opinions, 

only 54% describe themselves 

as feeling less than very 

supportive & positive about 

Israel today.  In other words, 

learning more about Israel can 

potentially have very positive 

perceptual impact.

This clearly suggests another 

education / training-related need, 

especially since those with the 

highest “no opinion” response 

[see following slide] were our 

non-Jewish employees, who 

already told us that they

want to know more, and learn 

more, about Judaism.
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THE NON-JEWISH (“Jewish Adjacent”) PERSPECTIVE:

All things considered, and given your relationship with the Jewish 
community, how do you tend to feel about Israel today?

[N= 350 Non-Jewish Respondents]

Employees Members

Service Recipients
Volunteers & Donors

70% less than very 
supportive & positive
(47% no opinion)

78% less than very 
supportive & positive
(27% no opinion)

68% less than very 
supportive & positive
(44% no opinion)

63% less than very 
supportive & positive
(28% no opinion)



Next, the Israel-related Perspective 
of our Rochester Region’s Jewish Teens

[N=208 Jewish Teen Participants 

from across the Rochester region]



45

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles
Holocaust Play, M ovie, Book, Program, M useum 

Heard a Holocaust Survivor Speak
Studied the Holocaust in School

Had a Bar or Bat M itzvah
Shabbat Candles

Built  or Been in a Sukkah
Jewish Summer Camp

Sunday School /  Hebrew School
Jewish Youth Group

PJ Library
Israel Without M y Family

Israel With M y Family
Jewish Day School

Which of these, if any, have you experienced?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

95%

95%

95%

92%

90%

90%

90%

88%

87%

85%

62%

41%

37%

23%

16%
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Earlier you mentioned having traveled to Israel. 
Which of these Israel trips, if any, have you experienced? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

57% With my camp

41% With my own family

9% With JFI   [Journey for Identity]

7% With other families from my synagogue or our Jewish community

7%* Other* 

5% With other teen groups [eg. Young Judea, BBYO, USY, Chabad, 
High School in Israel, Heller High, etc.] 

4% With the Brighton High School Exchange

4% With my school (unspecified)

1% With Birthright / Taglit

[N=93 of 208 Teen Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

*other mentioned responses included
gap year programs, seminary, 
by myself, visiting friends, etc. 
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Israel trips often provide a 

hugely significant Jewish experience. 

Was that true for you? Please explain:

Emerging Themes:  Teens tend to describe the experience of being in 
Israel as providing a sense of their Jewish identity, pride in their 
religion, and a powerful connection to both the country and their own 
Jewish heritage.

 “The minute I stepped foot in Israel my whole view on Judaism changed. I saw 
many different levels of Judaism and found, in Israel, a place where I truly felt 
like I belonged.”

 “Very significant, it inspired me to make Aliyah next summer and to seek a more 
orthodox lifestyle, through keeping and practicing more traditions and holidays.”

 “JFI changed my Jewish identity and my life.”
 “Israel was an amazing trip both times I went.  I felt like I belonged there.”
 “Yes, it gave me a new Jewish identity.”
 “…I connected to Israel spiritually, emotionally, and physically.”
 “After my trip to Israel I felt very connected to not only Israel but my own Jewish 

identity.”
 “Yes, I felt more connected to Judaism than I ever have before.”
 “It was the most life changing experience I have ever had. It not only encouraged 

me to continue to strengthen my love for Judaism and stand up against adversity 
towards Jewish people, but it has made me very passionate and proud of being 
Jewish. I love every part of Jewish culture and wish to spread this love with my 
future family.” 
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How would you describe the impact of being in Israel 
on your perceptions of -- and feelings about –

your own Judaism?

73% On balance, it made 
me more proud to
be Jewish

1% On balance, it made 
me less proud to 
be Jewish

26% It’s complicated. Being 
in Israel made me 
more proud in some 
ways, less proud in 
others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud less proud complicated

[N=93 of 208 Teen Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Observations:  Echoing what our
Adult Jewish respondents told us,
we see that travel to Israel has
strong positive impact on our teens’
Jewish pride.
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How would you describe the impact of being in Israel 
on your perceptions of -- and feelings about –

your own Judaism?

On balance, it made 
me more proud to
be Jewish

On balance, it made 
me less proud to 
be Jewish

It’s complicated. Being 
in Israel made me 
more proud in some 
ways, less proud in 
others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud
[73%]

less proud
[1%]

complicated
[26%]

[N=93 of 208 Teen Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Jewish Teen Perspective

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud
[83%]

less proud
[<1%]

complicated
[16%]

Jewish Adult Perspective
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All things considered, 

what are your feelings towards Israel today?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

very positive

mostly positive

mix of positive & negative

mostly negative

very negative

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

47%

30%

23%

0%

<1%

77%
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All things considered, 
what are your feelings towards Israel today?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

very negativemostly
negative

mix positive +
negative

mostly positivevery positive

With Family 0%0%17%28%56%

Without Family 0%0%22%29%49%

Never Been 1%0%23%32%44%

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observations:  Traveling to Israel in any context

directionally improves our teens’ Israel-related 

perceptions. 

Interestingly, traveling with their families has had 

directionally more positive impact than traveling there 

with peers. That difference, while not significant, is 

perhaps unexpected, and may reflect the depth of 

thoughtful grappling and open discourse that peer 

trips tend to encourage amongst their participants.
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Why is that? 

[Why their feelings towards Israel are very or mostly positive:]

Emerging Themes:  Teens who feel most positive about Israel 

tend to describe a strong and passionate personal connection to 
the country.  That powerful personal connection is likely more 
apt to be created by actually going there and experiencing Israel 
first-hand.  

 “I loved every part of being in Israel. I felt like I truly belonged there and 
plan to live there in the future.”

 “It is the Jewish Nation state and it should be wholeheartedly supported by 
all Jews. To criticize Israel from the Diaspora only works against the image 
of the Jewish state.” 

 “Because it's Israel and I have friends there and I'm going really soon and 
it's gorgeous.”

 “I love Israel. Its my homeland and I wish I could have a bigger role in 
being a part of it.”

 “I just lived there for a year and I love Israel. I have been taking classes on 
Zionism and Middle East politics and know more than I could have ever 
imagined about the country and have never felt more proud to be connected 
to Israel.”
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Why is that? 

[Why their feelings towards Israel are a mix of positive & negative:]

Emerging Themes:   Other teens may be just as passionate about Israel, 
and/or just as spiritually connected, yet their feelings are a more conflicted 
mix of positive and negative.  

 “It's a wonderful place -- but there's a lot of violence.”
 “There’s so much to be proud of Israel but they’re also lots of issues going on.” 
 “I don’t agree with a lot of their laws that deal with religion, occupation and marriage.”
 “I think that the situation is very tough and although I don’t agree with all of the 

decisions being made, I do agree with enough of them.”
 “I love Israel and what it stands for but the politics are iffy”.
 “Their President is shady.” 
 “I think Israel is an amazing country and is often portrayed unfairly in the media. 

However, I do not agree with many decisions the Netanyahu government makes but I try 
not to hold it against the whole country.”

 “It is the holy place of my faith, but politically it brings trouble in conversation.”
 “Israel has made questionable political policies and chosen questionable actions in their 

treatment of the Palestinians.”
 “I find the conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians is complicated and the situation 

needs to be dealt with in a peaceful way.”
 “I was taught extremely pro-Israel lessons in Sunday school. Around the age of 15, we 

started to learn about the Israel-Palestine conflict in school. I felt angry at my temple for 
giving us one side of the story and not informing us so we could make our own decision. I 
am still collecting information and forming a view, but I think both sides have committed 
atrocities that cannot be forgotten and both have valid arguments and reasons”
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
defending Israel if people around you made negative 

statements or accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 34% 47% 16% 3%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observation:  66% of our teens feel 

less than very confident defending Israel

from untrue accusations today.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
criticizing Israel if you found yourself disagreeing with 

some aspect of the country or its politics?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 15% 44% 28% 13%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observation:  85% of our teens feel 

less than very comfortable criticizing

or disagreeing with Israel today.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel defending Israel if people around 
you made negative statements or accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?

How comfortable and confident would you feel criticizing Israel if you found 
yourself disagreeing with some aspect of the country or its politics?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Defending 13-15 32% 45% 18% 6%

Defending 16-19 36% 49% 15% 0%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Criticizing 13-15 12% 41% 26% 21%

Criticizing 16-19 17% 46% 29% 7%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observation:  Our younger respondents 

feel even less confident than their older 

counterparts, but the majority of all our 

teens feel less than very comfortable

in these situations.
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How can our Jewish community better prepare you to feel 

comfortable and confident

understanding Israel’s complexities?

Emerging Themes:  Teens want opportunities to learn even-handed, 
fair, balanced, and accurate information about Israeli current affairs 
and politics so they can more realistically and credibly understand 
Israel’s complexities.

 “Teach me and give me insight to both sides of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.”

 “In Hebrew school they teach us their traditions -- but if I knew more about their 
reality I'd feel better prepared.”

 “Teach us BOTH sides of the issue as fully as possible and without bias, and then let 
us decide for ourselves.”

 “It would be helpful to know where to find sources that present news, rather than a 
distortion of facts.”

 “I feel that as a Jew people expect me to agree with all of Israel’s policies but I 
want to be able to have my own opinion without being criticized for being a ‘bad’ 
Jew.”

 “ Have discussions instead of lectures. They are a better way for teens to express 
their feelings and concerns.”



ISRAEL-RELATED 
PERCEPTIONS & ATTITUDES 

CONCLUDING SUMMARY
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY:
ISRAEL-RELATED PERCEPTIONS & ATTITUDES

While this analysis has been long and detailed, our key bottom-line findings 
are relatively clear and succinct:

[1]  THE SIGNIFICANT POSITIVE IMPACT OF TRAVEL TO ISRAEL

Travel to Israel has significant positive impact -- not only on an individual’s 
emotional attachment to Israel, and their perceptions of Israel and Israelis, 
but even more fundamentally on their feelings about their own Judaism. Any 
and every opportunity to travel to Israel should be encouraged and enabled.

There is, in other words, great potential benefit in creatively leveraging 
Israeli travel experiences as broadly and inclusively as possible. 

Two specific examples:  
[a] While many in our community have already been to Israel, many 
others have not, yet are open to doing so, and that first-exposure 
travel should be encouraged and enabled. 

[b] A non-trivial subset of those who have been to Israel did so only  
once, many years ago.  Encouraging and enabling them to go again –
so they can experience Israel today – could have significant benefit. 
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How emotionally attached to Israel do you feel?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very 61% 18%

Somewhat 30% 36%

Not Very 7% 27%

Not at All 1% 15%

No opinion 0% 4%

Been to Israel Never Been 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents – of whom 1143 told us they’d been to Israel, and 461 told us they had not.]

8% vs 42%

61% vs 18%

Observation: 
Evidently, emotional
attachment to 
Israel is linked to 
being there, with 
some direct and 
personal experience, 
not merely hearing or 
reading about it. 
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Whatever the context of your travel to Israel, 
how would you describe the impact of being there on 

your perceptions of -- and feelings about –
Israel and Israelis?

75% On balance, being in 
Israel made me feel 
more positive about 
Israel and Israelis

2% On balance, being in Israel 
made me feel less positive
about Israel and Israelis 

23% It’s complicated. Being
in Israel made me more 
positive in some ways, 
less positive in others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more positive less positive it's complicated

[N=1147 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Observations:  Here we see another  
significant positive impact of travel 
to Israel. Israel and Israelis may always 
be complicated, but traveling there tends to
foster understanding, empathy, insight, etc. 
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud
[83%]

less proud
[<1%]

complicated
[16%]

How would you describe the impact of being in Israel 
on your perceptions of -- and feelings about –

your own Judaism?

On balance, it made 
me more proud to
be Jewish

On balance, it made 
me less proud to 
be Jewish

It’s complicated. Being in 
Israel made me more 
proud in some ways, 
less proud in others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud
[73%]

less proud
[1%]

complicated
[26%]

Jewish Teen Perspective

Jewish Adult Perspective

Clearly, whether teen or adult, 
the experience of being in Israel 
has a significant positive impact
on an individual’s connection
with their own Judaism.

[N=208 Teen Respondents and 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY:
ISRAEL-RELATED PERCEPTIONS & ATTITUDES

[2]    THE VERY REAL NEED AND CALLING FOR 

FAIR & BALANCED EDUCATION AND INSIGHT

There is a critical opportunity to provide widespread education and 
insight into the very complicated issues surrounding Israel politically, 
historically, religiously, culturally, etc.  Simply stated, it is difficult to be 
effectively supportive of something you don’t fully understand.  

From all of this survey’s respondent segments – Jewish adults, Jewish 
teens, and Jewish adjacents – we hear a need and desire to be better 
equipped with a full spectrum of fair and balanced knowledge and 
insight, to enable and empower us to defend Israel against unfair / 
untrue statements and accusations, and also to fairly and accurately 
criticize Israel if need be.  Information is empowering, and we want and 
need that information.  

The fair and balanced aspect is critical for credibility.  Unabashedly 
positive portrayals are fine, as long as alternative perspectives are also 
provided, enabling audiences to decide for themselves how to feel. 
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Very Supportive &

Positive

Somewhat Supportive

& Positive

Not Very Supportive &

Positive

Not at All Supportive

& Positive

I really have no

opinion on this subject

All things considered, 

what are your feelings towards Israel today?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

very positive

mostly positive

mix of positive & negative

mostly negative

very negative

no feelings

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

very positive

mostly positive

mix of positive & negative

mostly negative

very negative

31%

33%

30%

3%

1%

2%

Jewish Adults [N=2,395]

47%

30%

23%

0%

<1%

Jewish Teens [N=208]

Non-Jewish “Adjacents” [N=350]
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Not Very Supportive &

Positive

Not at All Supportive &

Positive

I really have no opinion

on this subject

46%

39%

12%

3%
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28%

24%

8%

2%

38%
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How comfortable and confident would you feel defending Israel if people around 
you made negative statements or accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?

How comfortable and confident would you feel criticizing Israel if you found 
yourself disagreeing with some aspect of the country or its politics?

[N=208 Teen Respondents and 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very 34% 34%

Somewhat 47% 47%

Not very 16% 17%

Not at all 3% 3%

Teens Defending Adults Defending

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Very 15% 24%

Somewhat 44% 43%

Not very 28% 27%

Not at all 13% 8%

Teens Criticizing Adults Criticizing

Observation:  These strikingly similar teen & 

adult response profiles suggest a significant 

and shared need to feel better equipped with 

the knowledge and insight to both defend and 

criticize Israel appropriately.  

66% less than very 
comfortable & confident
defending Israel

85% and 76% less than very
comfortable and confident
criticizing Israel
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What should be the role of our Jewish Federation in terms of the Israeli 
programming it provides to our community? 

Please choose the type(s) of programming you want to see provided:

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 26% 35% 52%

[A] [B] [C]

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  Programs with a positive 
orientation, proudly supportive
of Israel and its achievements, 
since in many other settings 
today that perspective is often 
stifled.

[B]  Programs showing all sides
of Israel, even its problems and 
challenges -- allowing audiences 
to decide for themselves how to 
feel.

 [C]  Both of the above

Observation: 
The collective preference
is for both types of
programming -- positively
supportive and balanced.



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

