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PERSPECTIVES ON ANTI-SEMITISM
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“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn



3

Survey data tells us stories.

With a sample comprised of

2,395 Jewish adult participants
208 Jewish teen participants
350 Non-Jewish participants

here’s what we learned about
the issue of Anti-Semitism
from these three perspectives.

[Combined Sample N=2,953]



First, the Jewish Adult Perspective

[N=2,395 Jewish Adult Participants]

Survey script’s introduction to this question set:

A community where “Every Voice Counts” means a community 
where different perspectives can be handled openly and 
respectfully.

Let’s explore next a few difficult, complicated issues -- to 
understand your experiences and opinions -- in the spirit of 
fostering open, honest dialog. 

First, let’s focus on anti-Semitism.
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Within the past few years, have you or any member of your 
household personally experienced or witnessed any form of 

anti-Semitism?

0%
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100%

% response 39% 50% 11%

Yes No Don't Know

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

The Jewish adults who answered “yes” 
continued on with a loop of related questions.

[930]
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Was it the household’s children, teens, college students, and/or 

adults who experienced or witnessed that anti-Semitism?  
[Please choose all that apply]
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% response 86% 17% 14% 12%

Adults Teens
College 

Students
Children

[N= 930 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  While most of this 
reported anti-Semitism was 
experienced or witnessed by 
the household’s adults, none 
were entirely immune, even
children and teens. 



7

Was that anti-Semitism experienced or witnessed in the 
greater Rochester area, elsewhere in the US, and/or 

elsewhere in the world? [Again, please choose all that apply]
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Elsewhere in the 
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Elsewhere in the 

world

[N= 930 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  Clearly Anti-Semitism
is happening everywhere – not just 
elsewhere, but right here within our 
own community.
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Did that anti-Semitism occur on a college campus?
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% response 19% 81%

[N= 930 of 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Note:  A separate report 
will focus on the college 
campus situation today, 
including issues of anti-
Semitism, anti-Israel
sentiment, BDS, etc. 
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Can you briefly describe whatever anti-Semitic incident(s)
your household member(s) experienced or witnessed?

[i.e. When and where those incident(s) took place, and what happened:]

Emerging theme:   Across demographics and locations, our survey respondents

have witnessed and/or experienced anti-Semitic incidents in many forms. Some of

those incidents have been personal, others about Jews as a group.  Anti-Semitic

incidents have occurred in our local neighborhoods, area schools, colleges and

universities, places of work, public parks, on social media platforms and websites,

elsewhere in the US and overseas. From stereotyping to swastikas to hate speak

to lies and threats, an alarming array of experiences were described.  

Some striking local examples:

“I have been screamed at, spat on. We had racial slurs screamed at us walking as a family on Shabbos.”

“Swastika chalked on the street in front of my house about three years ago.”

“People screaming anti-Semitic things/ making threats as they walk or drive by Jewish people. Identity 
Europa (an American neo-Nazi and white supremacist organization) posters in Brighton.”

“Young men spray-painted swastikas on a house our family was building.” 

”Pregnant Daughter-in-law with 3 year old leaving store called out as pregnant Jewish whore as she and her 
daughter were singing ‘Shabbat shalom’.

“Anti-Israel and Anti-Jewish protesters at 12 Corners spewing hate.”

“Swastikas painted on trees on our neighborhood, anti-Semitic brochures in Pittsford, Swastikas in 
Brighton, bomb threats in the JCC…etc. etc.”

“In 2018, my ten year old granddaughter and I were hiking in a town park adjacent to my home. She 
noticed a tree that had a swastika painted on it. We then discovered that approximately ten to 
twenty trees had been defaced with swastikas.” 
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Can you briefly describe whatever anti-Semitic incident(s)
your household member(s) experienced or witnessed?

(notable quotes continued)

Other local experiences:
“…my younger son was told by a grade schooler that Hitler should have killed him…”

“My youngest found swastikas drawn on the desks in her high school chemistry class.”

“My younger daughter was told that ‘Jews killed Jesus’ by a friend on the playground. I discussed the incident 
with the mom who addressed the issue with their priest. Their Roman Catholic Church was using 
outdated materials that contained this language.”

Anti-Semitism experienced on campus:
“My son found a flyer with swastikas in the printer at the IT center at his college.”

“I was visiting my son at Cornell and we discovered a series of terrible, hateful lawn signs across his college

quad. Each had another hateful distorted "FACT" about BDS, Palestinian victims, Israeli aggression, etc. and

each was visually portrayed loudly, clearly, and very professionally.”

“A college professor explaining an experience in their life mentioned ‘Jewing someone down’ during a purchase”

“Anti-Israel speakers on campus, posting of anti Semitic materials on campus, feeling intimidated to give voice 

in public and social media settings”

Anti-Semitism experienced in the workplace:
“Workplace acceptance of the most egregious discussions of anti-Semitic myths, including 911 planned by Jews 

who stayed home  from work that day. Break room sound system used to stream Farrakhan out loud.”

“There have been swastikas painted where I work.”

“People claiming Jews are trying to run the world and that the Holocaust never happened and tattooing 
swastikas at U of R workplace.”

“A client I work with threw coins on the street to see if I would pick them up like a Jew.”

“Husband has had colleagues (partners!) make jokes about the fact he spent money - wasn’t the ‘Jew   
supposed to be the cheap one?’ And employee in a conversation with my husband referred to her own 
son as ’a cheap Jew’.”
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Can you briefly describe whatever anti-Semitic incident(s)
your household member(s) experienced or witnessed?

(notable quotes continued)

Online encounters with Anti-Semitism:
“Seen on social media about my child-"f..ing Jewish ass can take her self back to f..ing Auschwitz where 

the bitch belongs…’  Has had pennies thrown at her feet, and other anti-Semitic slurs.”
“Slurs and stereotypes used to describe Jewish people…on social media and in-person social settings”
“I frequently encounter anti-Semitic remarks on Facebook…”
“My granddaughter, 17, was harassed by other students in school and on the internet” 

Anti-Semitism experienced beyond our own community:
“In Florida I met a woman on the beach who kept trying to talk about accepting Jesus in my life. I told 

her I was Jewish. She then began to call me derogatory names and followed me, spouting 
profanities, slurs, ‘bible quotes’ until I took out my phone and told her I was calling the police.”

“At a holiday resort in New England we were told that the Jews control Wall Street and that the 
Holocaust was a myth.”

“In other countries I have witnessed the defaced monuments of remembrance to victims of the 
Holocaust.”

“In Europe, a Palestinian cursed us for wearing a Kippa.”
“My wife and I participated in the Hobart & Smith/Nazareth trip to Poland and Germany, as Jewish 

Community members in 2018. In Warsaw, we visited one of the few segments of the wall of the 
Warsaw Ghetto which is still standing. An old man leaned out his window and told us to get out, 
because people lived in the area, and we did not belong there. As we left, a man who was sitting 
outside of his home with his family, hummed ‘Deutschland uber Alles.’ " 

“Met other Americans on a cruise who, upon learning we were Jewish, began announcing it to all in ear 
shot- as if we were circus animals.”
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Can you briefly describe whatever anti-Semitic incident(s)
your household member(s) experienced or witnessed?

(notable quotes continued)

Emerging theme:  Most survey respondents agree that anti-Semitism and 
anti-Semitic acts are on the rise. Many attribute the increase in anti-
Semitism and other forms of hatred, and the rise of intolerance both 
here and abroad, to our current President.

Some notable quotes:

“Having a President who makes excuses for and openly supports anti-Semites, racists and prejudiced 
bigots has made it worse, much worse.”

“All over Europe, anti-Semitism is on the rise due to Trump's cruel and inhumane behavior.”

“Trump has been the instigator of division, racism and anti-immigrant mentality leading to much 
more hatred in the world.”

“While I believe anti-semitism is on the rise, I also fear that the immediate threat of anti-semitism is 
overplayed in the community. I'd like to see a calmer approach.  Best thing to do would be to 
vote President Trump out of office.”

“Use your votes against cheap demagoguery only pretending to be pro-Jewish but actually opening 
the doors to evident forceful anti-Semites.”

“Call Trump out for destroying democracy, and creating his dictatorship wreaking havoc here and 
abroad. I am sick of far too many Jews here in Rochester justifying Trump over one issue --
Israel -- as he has committed so many crimes, but I have met lots of Jews who defend him.”

“President Trump may say he is pro-Israel, but all types of white supremacy and antisemitism have 
increased since he was elected. Many wealthy Jewish businesses and individuals have 
supported and donated to his campaign, which makes me feel ashamed.”

“Be a stronger voice standing up together against this terrible President and his hateful rhetoric that 
will backfire on us. He is no friend to Israel or the Jewish people.”
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Can you briefly describe whatever anti-Semitic incident(s)
your household member(s) experienced or witnessed?

(notable quotes continued)

Emerging theme:  Yet there are clearly divergent political opinions 
within the Jewish community.  Several respondents describe 
being harassed by other Jews for their support of Donald 
Trump, Israel, and/or their traditional Jewish observance.  
For those who experience such incidents, what feels like anti-
Semitism perpetrated by other Jews becomes especially 
painful. Embedded in this polarization is a need and 
opportunity to bridge this divide by increasing understanding 
and mutual respect, and learning to embrace diverse 
perspectives within our Jewish community. 

Some notable quotes:

“I’ve been harassed for being Jewish, a supporter of Israel and a supporter of President 
Trump.”

“Verbal attacks on me as a more or less traditional Jewish practice by liberal or 
progressives Jews I know. The denigrated my practices and my opinions. 
Attacked me verbally.”

“We should not blame it (anti-Semitism) on the President.”
“Be honest with who is really espousing antisemitism (and no, it's not the White 

Supremacist). Stop being blindly loyal to the Democrat Party. Stop blaming 
President Trump.”

“Recognize that the Republican Party and conservatives generally are far better friends 
than those of the left.”
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Can you briefly describe whatever anti-Semitic incident(s)
your household member(s) experienced or witnessed?

(notable quotes continued)

Emerging theme:  Witnessing or being targeted by anti-Semitism or anti-
Semitic acts can leave Jews confused, frustrated, angry and fearful. 
Those who witness or experience anti-Semitism often feel 
intimidated and uncertain about how to respond appropriately 
without fear of escalation or harm.   

Some notable quotes:

“After hearing the anti-Semitic comments, I stepped out of the line, because I was afraid that I 
might say something that would get me in trouble. I just walked away.”

“My husband and I were getting pizza late one night in the city and two guys in the shop were 
making nasty comments about Jews. When we said something, they got in our face and 
threatened to hurt us. The pizzeria owner kicked them out.”

“It happens all the time at my college and absolutely nothing is done. If there is discrimination 
against any other group, it is the focus of attention and improvement. If there is 
discrimination against Jews, we're expected to put up and shut up.”

“It was hard to restrain my son's anger at the (anti-Semitic) signs at Cornell, and we had a 
long and painful talk about the best way to deal with such injustice. By very late that 
night, the anti-Semitic signs on campus had been taken down. But we're not sure who 
took them down -- the University, Hillel, Chabad, Christians United for Israel (CUFI) or 
just someone braver than we were.”

“My student, studying abroad, was in a club and witnessed a male, shirtless, with a swastika 
painted on his chest.  People were engaging with this person and taking photos for 
social media, making for an extremely uncomfortable and upsetting end of the evening. 
Hopefully this wouldn't happen in the US.”
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[All Jewish adults re-entered the survey here:]
We’re told that anti-Semitism is on the rise, both within the 

US and around the world.  From what you’ve experienced 
or heard about, do you agree or disagree?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 72% 20% 7% 1% <1%
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[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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What can our Jewish community do to better prepare and empower you 
and the other members of your household 

to deal with anti-Semitism if and when it’s encountered?

Emerging theme:  Anger, confusion, frustration and fear are common reactions to
witnessing or experiencing anti-Semitic incidents. Respondents offered a wealth of
ideas on how to fight anti-Semitism. They want our community to provide education
and workshops, engage in inter-faith outreach and to provide opportunities to engage
and support Israel for both Jews and non-Jews. They are emphatic that we focus on
making our community one in which our children grow up strong and resilient,
connected to Israel and proud of being Jewish. They want strategies and action that
will keep us safe, reduce incidents of anti-Semitism, and increase our ability to
appropriately respond when it happens.  

One recurring message is to start early, with a focus on our children & teens: 

“Educate our children as they are the innocents. Prepare them to be strong and confident in who they are and 
to advocate for themselves in all situations including anti-Semitism.”

“We need to teach the children and adults we know to speak up when they hear it, that it needs to be reported 
and how to do that. We also need to teach our children how to speak about Israel and BDS.”

“Provide our children with a strong education, day schools, and profound cultural experience that shape their 
identities as strong Jews.”

“Encourage community members (especially the younger generation) to connect and engage with Israel and to 
see Israel as an integral part of their Jewish identities.” 

“…If our kids will understand the importance of this connection [with Israel], they will be more motivated to 
contribute and become an organic part of the Jewish Community”

“Provide resources and tools to help people (especially teens) respond to anti-Semitic incidents, and stand up to 
anti-Israel bias. Educate the community and teens about the BDS movement and about various anti-
Semitic and anti-Israel organizations so that people can identify and respond to them”

“Interfaith outreach, education and listening programs, support for Israel, getting at kids early before they are 
indoctrinated to hate.”
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What can our Jewish community do to better prepare and empower you 
and the other members of your household 

to deal with anti-Semitism if and when it’s encountered?

(notable quotes continued)

Another recurring theme is a calling for education, training and coaching: 

“Education is always the key. If we are prepared and understand our ‘enemies’ we can also learn to deal 
with it. We need to learn ways to respond, or not, and how to protect ourselves.”

“Educate and provide responses to the frequent anti-Semitic tropes leveled against Jews.”
“Provide a list of resources of who to contact for reporting the issue besides the police. A way to report 

anonymously if it's seen in a public space.”
“Provide guidelines for how to respond without provoking more anger.”
“Give us a dialogue to use when encountering people who are anti-Semitic.”
“ A workshop helping timid people (like me) to find the courage to speak out when they encounter anti-

Semitism instead of just taking it would be much appreciated.”

We also heard about the need to reach out beyond our own Jewish community to 
engage with potential allies and identify supportive resources: 

“Build strong relationships outside the Jewish community. Anti-Semitism comes from what others don’t 
know.”

“Maintain a positive vocal presence in the greater community, local media, with local and state 
government liaisons.”

“Reach out to other faith groups to build a culture where bigotry, prejudice and hostility to those who are 
different, is no longer okay. Build a culture of mutual respect where differences are celebrated.”

“Work with police to detect and respond to any local threats or organizations, make sure the police are 
aware of community events.”

“Establish a hotline to document and report anti-Semitic occurrences.”
“Create and advertise a special phone number at Jewish Federation where people can call and report any 

local anti-Semitic events that occur.”
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What can our Jewish community do to better prepare and empower you 
and the other members of your household 

to deal with anti-Semitism if and when it’s encountered?

(notable quotes continued)

Emerging Theme:  A relatively small but clearly committed set of respondents  
expressed their hope that the education and information our community 
provides about anti-Semitism will include a fair and balanced perspective to 
help discourage antagonism between Jews with divergent opinions – because 
that, too, can feel like anti-Semitism.  Clearly there is diversity of thought 
about Israel within our Jewish community (eg. some who support Israel 
don’t necessarily embrace its politics) as well as potential inter-
denominational differences. Ideally, whatever educational efforts we put 
forth to help combat anti-Semitism might also help foster increased 
understanding and respect between Jews who hold those different opinions.  

These comments look to our community for help making the inevitability of 
diverse perspectives something to embrace rather than divide us: 

“Develop a more tolerant and less insulated point of view that values everyone and tries to tone 
down the racist, white nationalist policies promoted by the United States and Israeli 
governments.”

“Develop online courses for us to prepare for what seems to be happening with the right-wing of this 
country and the world.”

“Stop conflating anti-Zionism with anti-Semitism!  Have workshops on recognizing and combating 
white nationalism and neo-Nazis.”

“Stop coddling the anti-Diaspora Orthodox in Israel who hate Reform and Conservative Jews. Who is 
really anti-Semitic? Some of the Israeli Knesset (Orthodox members) are the MOST vitriolic 
toward American liberal/secular Jews.”

“Establish open channels of communication. Voice strong support for social justice. Support all forms 
of resistance to racism.”



Next, the Jewish Teen Perspective
on Anti-Semitism

[N=208 Jewish Teens from the Rochester region]
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Have you ever personally 
experienced, encountered, or witnessed 

anti-Semitism?
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% response 65% 35%

Yes No

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

The teens who answered “yes” continued on 
with a loop of related questions.
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Have you ever personally 
experienced, encountered, or witnessed

anti-Semitism?
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[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Observation:

The older these teens get, 

the more anti-Semitism they 

encounter and/or recognize.
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[If yes:] 
Where did that anti-Semitism take place? 

[Please choose all that apply:] 

[N=128 of 208 Teen Respondents 
who did encounter Anti-Semitism]
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% response 74% 43% 15% 14% 10%
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Neighborhood 

/ Community

Somewhere 

else*

[*other specified responses mentioned a 
random assortment of settings including on
TV, vacation, shopping, and “everywhere”]

Observation: Clearly, most of the
Anti-Semitism our teens experience
occurs at school and/or online.
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Can you describe the anti-Semitism
you experienced, encountered, or witnessed?

Emerging Themes:  Our teens describe having experienced, encountered or 

witnessed Anti-Semitism across an array of forms and contexts, some 
examples of which are assembled here.  Most incidents have been verbal, but 
not always.  And many have occurred painfully close to home, underscoring 
the realization that Anti-Semitism is not just happening elsewhere but right 
within our own community.  

 “Throughout social media, as well as at my high school, there are Jew jokes and anti-
Semitic jokes.”

 “Kids make Jew jokes all the time at school.”

 “The person liked Nazi beliefs and said they were going to put me in a concentration camp.”

 “People make fun of Jewish people, and when I tell them I'm Jewish they say they feel 
sorry for me.”

 “I was assaulted in the street as part of a hate attack.”

 “At a school sports event, the opposing school threw coins at us and told us to pick them 
up, playing into the stereotype that Jews love money.”

 “My friends and I in first grade were bullied for being Jewish.”

 “I’ve heard ‘Go back to Jewland’ and ‘Jews just don’t understand.’ Someone texted me 
saying ‘No one cares you’re Jewish and shut up about it’.”

 “Someone carved swastikas on desks in my school”

comments continued on the following slide 
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Can you describe the anti-Semitism
you experienced, encountered, or witnessed?

[ comments continued from the previous slide:] 

 “My baseball team got to an away game and the other team had 7 guys. Because we 
didn’t want to turn around and go home, we gave them three players (including 
myself) and just scrimmaged them. While I was sitting on the bench, the kids on the 
other team, unaware of the fact that all three of us were at least part Jewish, made 
anti-Semitic comments.”

 “I see a lot of hateful comments on social media and I saw swastikas on school 
desks.”

 “An account mocking the Holocaust, throwing pennies at a Jewish boy in my class, 
money jokes.”

 “Being called a ‘Dreidel Dog’ during a lacrosse game”
 “My swim team went to another school for a meet. We are from Brighton, which has 

many Jewish students. When we walked in, a bunch of kids yelled things like ‘It smells 
like  bacon! Oh wait, it can't -- Brighton's here.’ And "Quick -- hide the bacon!’ "

 “A boy who recently graduated from my school and whose mother was my coach went 
to Charlottesville and was not on the right side.”

 “During freshman year a friend made anti-Semitic remarks to me. I brushed them off 
at first because I thought it was just banter, but eventually it got to a point where I 
told him to stop because I felt legitimately offended by his remarks. He refused to 
stop, which caused me to go to school authorities. Naturally, they did absolutely 
nothing, so I had to alter my schedule and drop one of my favorite classes just to 
change my lunch to get away from him.”
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[All our Jewish teens re-entered the survey here:]

How comfortable and confident would you feel 
responding to anti-Semitic things 

that people might say or do?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Very Somewhat Not very Not at all It varies

Observation:  7 out of 10 teens feel 

less than very comfortable and confident

responding to anti-Semitism today.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
responding to anti-Semitic things 

that people might say or do?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Ages 13-15 26% 39% 11% 6% 19%

Ages 16-19 35% 38% 10% 1% 16%

Observation: 

Our older teens are only marginally more 

confident than their younger counterparts in 

terms of responding to anti-Semitism today.
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How can our Jewish community help prepare you 
to effectively respond to anti-Semitism

if you see it or hear it around you?

Emerging Themes:  Teens want the community to provide education and 
training that will prepare (and reassure) them with skills and strategies 
they can comfortably, confidently, and effectively use when dealing with 
anti-Semitism at all levels – even physical violence.

 “Educate kids to not only stand up to anti-Semitism, but also to stand up for others 
who are being discriminated against.”

 “The issues I have to be scared of aren’t because I don’t know what to do or say, but 
the fear of the possibility that someone reacts violently.”

 “Teach me how to respond to hate speech and anti-Semitic acts.”

 “Build strength in the individual Jewish identify. Teach krav maga.”

 “Teach us how to be confident and to stand up for ourselves.”

 “Help give ideas on appropriate responses to anti-Semitism.”

 “Teach us how to respond to it, and start campaigns to stop it.”

 “Advise us how to respond if we encounter it, depending on the situation.”

 “Prepare us. Tell kids it exists, and teach them what it means and how to react.”

 “They can make an awareness event.”

 “Comfort people who are hurt by antisemitism.”

 “Tell me things people might say -- and ways I can respond.”

 “Give me example situations and help me think about how to react.”

 “I feel like we should all have each other’s backs at all times because it’s scary for 
all of us.”



Next, the Non-Jewish [“Jewish Adjacent”]
Perspective on Anti-Semitism

[N=350 Non-Jewish Participants]
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THE NON-JEWISH PERSPECTIVE:
In your relationship with the Jewish community, 

have you ever experienced, witnessed, or observed any 
incidents of Anti-Semitism?
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[N=350 Non-Jewish Participants]

Observation:
Hypothetically, incidents involving
comments, humor, 
stereotyping, and other
verbal forms of 
anti-Semitism may 
go unnoticed and 
unrecognized by 
our non-Jewish 
counterparts.
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY:
ANTI-SEMITISM

 Anti-semitism is clearly on the rise, both in the US and around the 
world, an observation with which 92% of our Jewish adult participants 
agree, 72% of them agreeing strongly, based on what they have 
experienced or heard about.

 39% of our Jewish adult participants have personally experienced or 
witnessed some form of anti-Semitism within the past few years – here in 
the Rochester region, elsewhere in the US, and elsewhere in the world. [In 
2010, the analogous response was only 26% -- an alarmingly significant 
increase.]  Even worse, 65% of our Jewish teens have already 
experienced, encountered, or witnessed some form of anti-Semitism – most 
of it occurring either in school or online.  

 Significantly fewer [only 26%] of our non-Jewish participants have been 
aware of any anti-Semitism around them, perhaps owing to a lower degree 
of sensitivity recognizing anti-Semitic stereotypes, slurs, demeaning humor, 
etc.  

 Over 70% of teens feel less than fully confident in their ability to respond 
effectively to anti-Semitism when it’s encountered.  Survey participants of 
all ages are seeking guidance [“teach us please”] in in terms of knowing 
whether, when, and how to react to anti-Semitic incidents.   
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Three Perspectives on Anti-Semitism
The percentage of those who have experienced / witnessed it 
varies significantly.  For our non-Jewish “Adjacents”, the 
explanation may be lower recognition.  For our Jewish Teens,  
the explanation may be higher exposure – at school, online, etc.
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY:
ANTI-SEMITISM

 Across demographics and locations, our Jewish community has witnessed and/or 
experienced anti-Semitic incidents in many forms. Some incidents have been 
personal, others targeting Jews as a group. Anti-Semitic incidents described by our 
survey participants have occurred in local neighborhoods, area schools, colleges and 
universities, places of work, public parks, social media outlets and websites, 
elsewhere in the US, and overseas.  

 Anger, confusion, frustration and fear are common reactions to witnessing or 
experiencing anti-Semitism. Respondents offered a wealth of ideas on how our 
Jewish community might best respond. They want our community to provide 
education and workshops, engage in inter-faith outreach, and provide opportunities 
to engage and support Israel for both Jews and non-Jews. They are emphatic that 
we focus on making our community one in which  our children can grow-up strong 
and resilient, connected to Israel, and proud of being Jewish. They want strategies 
and action that will keep us safe, reduce incidents of anti-Semitism and increase our 
ability to appropriately respond whenever and wherever it happens.

 Our Jewish Federation is currently engaged in a community-wide effort to 
develop and deploy a set of multifaceted tactics to help fight anti-Semitism.
The reported incidents collected from our survey respondents underscore the 
importance, need and timeliness of this initiative. 

 This is clearly a critical opportunity for Jewish Rochester to lead the way in the 
community wide response against anti-Semitism – and to provide a vital resource 
offering both Jews and non-Jews a place to turn for education, support and 
assistance in the individual and collective fight against anti-Semitism alongside all 
forms of hatred.  [One programmatic example is found on the following slide.] 
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The Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester is proud to partner with the Konar Center for Tolerance and Jewish Studies 

to present "A Conversation with Abraham H. Foxman." Please see below for details. We hope to see you there!

Example of an 

Upcoming 

Program

A Conversation With 

Abraham H. Foxman
Monday, March 30

7 p.m. 

Nazareth College - Callahan Theater

Abraham H. Foxman is world-renowned as a leader in the fight against anti- Semitism, bigotry, and discrimination. Mr. Foxman 

regularly speaks out on issues of global anti-Semitism, the war on terror, church/state issues, religious intolerance, issues relating to 

the Holocaust and Israel. During his long career, Mr. Foxman had direct consultations with world leaders in Europe, Russia, Israel, 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, China, Japan, South Africa, Argentina, and elsewhere. Mr. Foxman, national director emeritus of the

Anti-Defamation League (ADL), is a published author, and is currently director and chairman of the Center for the Study of Anti-

Semitism at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York City.

Jews were the most frequent target of hate crimes toward people in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago in 2019, 

according to a Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism (CSHE) analysis of federal and local crime data. 

The group’s preliminary analysis of 2019 data shows that New York will have recorded the most 

anti-Jewish hate crimes since 1992.   --NBC News, January 3, 2020

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001POqijxP79BMVDuFjuDa2UPzoLxDEcSlAVp5Sukg_w7DvLkXMIwDbPJe8aJX4IX-_aXPls4-LDUnR2w6T8Mh--_vMr21Y0RAKm-RXl3pgFZfoSQSI4iC2t8COQ8jZwQHUEV-q_GOwNRSOUyOUb58jRAk96QupeyiN&c=p-Plrp2MIv378pOEM0Xe2U-wLeaN0qXIP4vQgAcvo3YR2WIJ4TrHjA==&ch=wwJC9upmhgCOESantFqTQHrijIExj9DdVS79lQaYYV1wv-yhbGtSLg==


… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

