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OUR EDUCATION-RELATED FINDINGS
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“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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Survey data tells us stories.

With a sample comprised of 
2,395 Jewish adult participants,

here’s what we learned about 
our Jewish educational

experiences, attitudes and perceptions

[Note:  While the perspective of our 208 Jewish teens is fully explored in its
own teen-focused report, glimpses into that perspective are selectively 
inserted here for the sake of comparison whenever relevant and insightful.]  

[Overall Jewish Adult Sample N=2,395]
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[A Background Reminder About Our Respondent Sample:]

Which of the following describe you?
Please choose all that apply from the list below:

A. I was born and/or 
raised Jewish – or 
have converted to 
Judaism

B. I consider myself 
Jewish

C. One or more of my 
parents or  
grandparents are / 
were Jewish

D. While I myself am not 
Jewish, I live in a 
household with one or 
more Jewish 
household members

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

A B C D

[Overall Jewish Adult Sample N=2,395]

80%

58% 55%

3%

N =  2,362         1,713        1,631          75   
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How old is our Jewish Community today?
Estimated Number of People 
within our community’s 9,003 Jewish households
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% 5%9%9%7%7%8%13%19%15%6%2%

est # people 921165017141428138414852462352627701244327

[est. N=18,911 members of 9,003 Jewish households]
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Our Jewish Community’s Educational Profile:

What was the highest level of education achieved 
by each of your household’s adults 

[i.e. those who are not still in school]?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

some high school

graduated high school

technical or trade school

some college

2-year college degree

4-year bachelors degree

master's degree

doctorate degree [PhD, MD, DDS, JD, etc.]

% response 5% 12% 2% 8% 4% 27% 26% 17%
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school

some 
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2-year 

college 

degree

4-year 

bachelors 

degree

master's 

degree

doctorate 

degree 

[PhD, MD, 

[N=2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents

Observation:  Even as we age, we 
remain a highly educated community, 
with 70% of our adults having completed 
their education with either a bachelors, 
masters or doctoral degree.  

That doesn’t necessarily mean, however, 
that have been educated Jewishly – just 
that we are highly educated.
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From your perspective, how important are each of the 
following as cornerstones of a thriving Jewish community?
Whether or not you yourself might use them, how important do 
you think they are for a Jewish community to truly thrive?

90%  A Jewish funeral home / burial society

83%  A range of synagogues of various 

denominations 

80%  A Jewish chaplain to visit Jewish shut-ins, 

hospital/hospice patients, etc.

77%  Jewish-provided assistance helping seniors 

age in place safely at home

76%  Campus-based programs for Jewish college 

students

73%  Jewish-provided hospice home for end-of-life 

care

73%  Jewish-provided assisted living for seniors

73%  Jewish-provided independent living for 

seniors

72%  Kosher meals-on-wheels for aging or disabled 

Jews living alone

71%  A center for Holocaust awareness & 

remembrance

69%  A local Mohel for Brit (circumcision) 

ceremonies for newborn boys

68%  Jewish-provided skilled nursing care for 

seniors

63%  Jewish-provided counseling services for 

individuals & families

61%  A Jewish-provided food pantry for those 

struggling with poverty

60%  Jewish day camp 

57%  Jewish pre-school 

56%  A Jewish-provided clothing cupboard for 

those struggling with poverty

55%  Jewish-provided affordable housing for those 

struggling with poverty

53%  A kosher butcher

52%  Jewish sleep-away / overnight camp 

50%  A kosher bakery
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From your perspective, how important are each of the 
following as cornerstones of a thriving Jewish community?
Whether or not you yourself might use them, how important do 
you think they are for a Jewish community to truly thrive?

48%  Jewish day school 

47%  A mikvah (ritual bath)

45%  A kosher deli 

44%  A Jewish film festival

43%  Jewish-provided 12-step (AA / NA) substance 

abuse counseling & treatment 

41%  A Jewish book festival

41%  A Judaica shop (i.e. Jewish bookstore & gift 

shop)

39%  A Jewish community newspaper covering 

Jewish news and events

38%  Jewish-provided employment support linking 

employees & employers 

34%  A Jewish food festival

32%  A kosher sit-down-restaurant

31%  Jewish high school 

30%  A Jewish art festival 

28%  A Jewish music & dance festival

21%  A yeshiva

21%  A collection of Yiddish books and Yiddish 

study program

17%  A kosher pizzeria 
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Some Education-Related 
Cornerstone Observations

In descending order, we notice educational priorities being less collectively widespread [in other words,
narrowing in perceived importance] as the age and/or observance level  of the students increases:

57% Jewish pre-school

48% Jewish day school

31% Jewish high school

21% Yeshiva

But this cornerstone ranking does not imply that an offering’s being described by a lower percentage of our 
respondents as “very important” suggests that it is unnecessary.  It merely signifies an offering that is more 
targeted in its reach or intent, and therefore  “very important” to a smaller or perhaps more specific segment 
of our community.  

In other words, none of these educational entities should be dismissed as unimportant.   For the 21%-57% 
above, one or more of these more targeted educational entities could make the difference, for example, 
between moving to Rochester or not – and staying in Rochester or leaving us for another community where 
these offerings can still be found.  When resources are allocated – whether that means financial support, 
volunteer support, etc. – a thriving and inclusive community needs to address both widespread and targeted 
priorities. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[Note:  Synagogue-based supplementary education (i.e. Sunday School and Hebrew School) entered into our survey 
questionnaire later, within the question sets specifically focused on educational experiences and perceptions as well as 
anticipated needs.  While they were not among these ranked community cornerstones, the role and importance of our 
supplementary schools were by no means overlooked in our education-related analysis, as will be seen within the 
slides which follow.]   



This next set of slides 

focuses on the respondent’s 

own Jewish education, if any.
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Where did you get your formal Jewish education, if any?  
[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

% response 65%22%14%13%11%9%13%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G]

[N= 1,855 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  Supplementary [i.e. after-school] 
Jewish education in a synagogue’s 
Sunday School and/or Hebrew School 
(65%) 

[B]  Adult education classes focused on 
Jewish issues, culture, etc. rather than 
religious text (22%) 

[C]  Jewish Day School and/or Yeshiva 
(14%)  

[D]  Torah or Talmud study as an adult 
(13%) 

[E]  Jewish studies at a college or 
university level (or beyond) (11%) 

[F]  Other (9%) 

[G]  None of the above (13%) [240] [156]     [193]      [237]     [251]     [395] [1,176]

Observation:  

All but 13% of these 1,855 Jewish

adult respondents received some 

kind of formal Jewish education,

the vast majority of it sourced via 

supplementary school experiences.
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And where did you get your informal Jewish education, 
if any?  

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

[H]

[I]

% response 79%75%73%71%54%54%41%9%2%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G][H][I]

[N= 1,855 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  From growing up in a Jewish 
family.  (79%) [1,435]

[B]  From living among Jews and/or 
having Jewish friends (75%) [1,356]

[C]  From my parents (73%)  [1,315]

[D]  From Jewish experiences (eg. 
Jewish places I’ve traveled, books, 
movies, plays, events, lectures, etc.) 
(71%) [1,277]

[E]  From traveling to Israel (54%) 
[984]

[F]  From my grandparent(s) and their 
stories, experiences, etc. (54%) [975]

[G]  From Jewish camps I attended 
(41%) [743]

[H]  Other (9%) [159]

[I]  None of the above (2%)  [44]

[44]     [159] [743]    [975]     [984]   [1277]  [1315]  [1356]   [1435]

Observation:  All but 2% of these 1,855 Jewish adult respondents 

received some kind of informal Jewish education, almost always 

via multiple sources and experiences in various combinations.
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When you were growing up, did you participate in 
a Jewish youth group, or teen group, of any sort?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Yes No

% response 55% 45%

[N= 1,842 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  
Just over half (55%) of our responding
Jewish adults participated in some kind 
of Jewish youth / teen group growing up.

As an interesting point of comparison, 62% 
of our responding teens told us that a Jewish 
youth group was something they have 
experienced.
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Did you have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Yes No

% response 61% 39%

[N= 1,842 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  
61% of our responding Jewish adults had a 
bar or bat mitzvah, whether growing up or 
more recently.
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Did you have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah?

Yes No

Our responding teens [208] 90% 10%

20s, 30s, 40s  [420] 76% 24%

50s, 60s  [817] 63% 37%

70s, 80s, 90s  [605] 47% 53%

All responding Jewish Adults combined [1,842] 61% 39%

Observation:  
The incidence of B’nai Mitzvot differs significantly by age.  

The older the respondent, the less likely they are
to have had a bar or bat mitzvah.   

[N= 1,842 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[If yes:] Did you continue with your Jewish 
education after your Bar or Bat Mitzvah?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Yes No

% response 64% 36%

[N= 1,101 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  
Nearly 2/3 (64%) of the adults who 
had had a bar or bat mitzvah continued 
on with their Jewish educations.
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How would you rate your own Jewish education 
– while growing up, and since growing up –

in terms of how fulfilling and meaningful it was to you?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 18% 41% 26% 6% 9%

great good fair poor had none
0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 16% 29% 27% 14% 14%

great good fair poor had none

While growing up…

45% great or good

41% fair or poor

Since growing up…

59% great or good

32% fair or poor

Observation: The Jewish education we choose to engage in as adults 

often feels more fulfilling and meaningful than the Jewish education 

experienced by many participants when they were children/teens.

Since growing up = 

14 p.p. more great or good ratings

9  p.p. fewer fair or poor ratings
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What has been most positive about 
the Jewish education you’ve experienced so far?

 Emerging theme:  Pride in being Jewish.  Learning to be proud of 
who you are, and the profound significance of what you are part of, is 
an inspirational experience described by many of our survey 
participants.

“It's made me proud. The more I've learned, the more insight I've gotten into what it really 
means to be Jewish and why that matters.”

“It has given me a sense of pride in my heritage and culture.”
“It has a very deep and ancient wisdom which I love and respect.”
“I have learned to be proud of my heritage and the accomplishments of Jews throughout history 

and in many places.”
“That I'm part of a dynamic and amazing people that have affected history.”
“A love and respect for the Jewish culture and its long and enriched history.”

“Realizing the genius of our religion!”

“While my education didn't begin until I began the conversion process at age 20, I think the 
most positive thing has been just the vastness and depth of the knowledge and history of the 
Jewish people. It has been a pleasure, both intellectually and spiritually.”

“I'm comfortable with other Jews and traditions. Can understand the world thru a Jewish lens. 
Pride in my Judaism.”
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What has been most positive about 
the Jewish education you’ve experienced so far?

 Emerging Theme:  At its best, Jewish education embraces the 
participant as part of a community, giving them a sense of 
belonging to something far bigger than themselves.  It is, like so 
much of this survey and its findings, about connection.

“It has created a sense of belonging.”  

“Understanding my place as a member of a people.”

“Connection to Jewish history and culture.”
“Connection to the history and legacy of the Jews.”

“The connections that I made to other people in the community and realizing the scope of our 
Jewish community is much broader than the Brighton district in which I was raised.”

“Feeling comfortable in any Jewish synagogue anywhere in the world.”

“The friendships made that continue to the present day.”

“It helps me feel connected to our shared history and beliefs. It fuels my spirituality.”

“The connection that I feel to G-d and the Jewish people, to also individuals that I learn with. 
Makes me feel more connected, and using my time well.”
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What has been most positive about 
the Jewish education you’ve experienced so far?

 Emerging Theme:  Traditions and values, we found, are two of the 
common denominators that unite many of us as Jews no matter who 
we are and how we practice – or don’t practice – our Judaism.  So 
perhaps not surprisingly, traditions and values also emerged among 
the most meaningful aspects of our Jewish educational experiences. 

“Learning about history, culture, traditions with other Jewish people.”

“My Jewish education gave me a firm and grounded sense of identity, so I am secure in my 
Judaism and my Jewishness wherever I find myself.”

“Values to live by and pass on to my kids.”

“It truly shaped my values and gave my life meaning.”

“Having a more meaningful Jewish life by having a better understanding of our Jewish values 
and traditions. Being able to share my knowledge with others.”

“There's always something new to learn. Our traditions are rich and deep. Our people are 
inspiring.”
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What has been most positive about 
the Jewish education you’ve experienced so far?

 Emerging Theme:  Connection to Israel – especially opportunities to 
travel to Israel – whether specifically to study there or simply to 
experience being there -- represent significant educational milestones for 
many. 

“Traveling to Israel, friendships made and learning from those experiences.”

“My many trips to Israel.”

“Many trips to Israel that reinforced a sense of belonging to something significant.”

“My study of modern Israel, commitment to Zionism, constant letter writing in support of Israel.”

“Learning more about Israel's history and people by being in Israel.”

“Summers in Israel (not Birthright), particularly as a teen (via USY), and then immediately post 
college – transformational.”

“Traveling to Israel, meeting my family in Israel.”
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What has been most positive about 
the Jewish education you’ve experienced so far?

 Emerging Theme:  A vast array of specific educational experiences –
some formal, others informal -- have positively impacted our survey 
participants, including:   

 Many specific teachers/rabbis

 Day school education

 Summer camp experiences

 Synagogue religious school and youth groups

 Adult bar/bat mitzvah

 Melton

 Kollel and other adult education classes

 Community lectures and programs

 Chabad

 Hebrew language classes

 Jewish films, books, performances, etc.

 Learning from parents, grandparents and even from children
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What might have made your Jewish education better, 
richer, more meaningful, and more fulfilling?

 Emerging Theme:  More creative and inspirational teachers, a 
message heard again and again from respondents of all ages across 
the generations.  

The teachers in Hebrew School in my generation were strict and humorless. After a full day in public 
school, Hebrew School was hard to take. A bit of excitement and less rote learning would have 
been nice.

Teachers that were really passionate about their subjects. Having Hebrew school teachers who had a 
clue how to make spoiled suburban kids interested in Judaism.

If I had attended religious school with the quality teachers I hear about today.

As a child, the religious school & Sunday school should have had teachers who knew what they were 
talking about and could relate to children well. Children are very, very good at recognizing 
hypocrisy and who is and who is not a source of good and interesting information.

Qualified and enthusiastic teachers.
More engaging Hebrew School teachers.
Professional teachers, better designed curriculum.
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What might have made your Jewish education better, 
richer, more meaningful, and more fulfilling?

 Emerging Theme:  More relevant, relatable, meaningful and 
engaging content, focus and approach.  Beyond ritual and practice, 
teaching Jewish values and traditions – and doing so via       a more 
experiential learning process.

More emphasis on Jewish values, traditions and customs, and less on rote learning to read Hebrew.

A deeper exploration of the Jewish value system, principles of morality…

Less judgment of how others practice, less focus on Hebrew for prayers, more Tikkun Olam 
experiences, more small community building experiences.

More experiential rather than lecture or classroom study.

Curriculum that was more relatable to daily life. Something more focused on Jewish life, not just 
Hebrew, history and practice.

Learning about other contemporary Jewish practices and communities around the world (and 
acknowledging that ours is specifically Ashkenazi, not universal).

Learning about our failures as a people, not just success. Acknowledging what we need to work on 
as a community. Applying Jewish values to contemporary issues; engaging in community 
fights for justice.

Hebrew school that increases connection to Judaism and is not just some place children are forced  
to go.
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What might have made your Jewish education better, 
richer, more meaningful, and more fulfilling?

 Emerging Theme:  Supportive parental involvement 
makes a big difference and without it, the value of Jewish 
education can be undermined.  This suggests that involving 
parents more actively in their children’s Jewish educations, 
via parallel or linked learning opportunities, is something our 
Jewish educators should encourage.

…if my parents had participated more.  

…if my parents had embraced a Jewish education more.

…If my family had practiced a little more at home.

…More parental involvement and options for my parents to have learned more.
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What might have made your Jewish education better, 
richer, more meaningful, and more fulfilling?

 Emerging Theme:  Learning Hebrew as a modern language, 
not just a vehicle for prayer.  This theme is reflected in the non-
trivial number of people who, when later in the survey asked what 
kind of lifelong Jewish learning they might hope to participate in, 
requested an opportunity to learn Hebrew.  Even those with the 
ability to sound out the words – but not understand them, and not 
converse – are seeking more than their Jewish educations provided.

I can’t read, speak or understand Hebrew, but I can recognize the characters and

that makes me feel disappointed.

Learning Hebrew.  We learned [to read] Hebrew, but not what the words meant. That is the 
biggest mistake of our religion.

More Hebrew education to understand and not just pronounce.

More conversational Hebrew.

Learning Hebrew! That’s the saddest thing to me -- my daughters know Hebrew because they 
went to Hillel. I just know the prayers by heart, but don’t know Hebrew.
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What might have made your Jewish education better, 
richer, more meaningful, and more fulfilling?

 Emerging Theme:  Girls were not treated or educated equally.
For many of our survey respondents, the frustration of being female,  
and thereby denied education equal in quality and opportunity to their 
male counterparts, has been difficult. Within our Jewish community, 
those unequal times have changed for some more than others. 

Not having a bat mitzvah in an Orthodox synagogue. After switching to a Conservative synagogue I 
feel cheated by my own bat mitzvah. I wasn’t allowed to be in front of the congregation on 
shabbat, it had to take place on a Saturday night. 

Women were 2nd class citizens at the Conservative temple my parents belonged to. The pervasive 
message in the 50s and 60s was clear; educate the boys whether they are interested or not. 
Girls? Who cares?

When I went to school more education was focused on males. Women weren’t allowed to be full 
participants in the services.

As a young person, the girls were not exposed to as wide a religious education as the boys in my 
school.  For example, no Talmud study and no leadership roles in tefilla. I always felt a bit 
excluded and peripheral as a woman in Judaism. 
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What might have made your Jewish education better, 
richer, more meaningful, and more fulfilling?

 Three additional themes emerged, each a recurring message related to 
making Jewish education better, richer, more meaningful and more 
fulfilling: 

1. Being geographically isolated and disconnected from a critical mass of 
Jewish peers makes Jewish education extra challenging.

2. Supplementary schools fight the uphill battle of after-school exhaustion 
and need an extra dose of inspiration / relevance, etc.

3. Jewish summer camping, travel to Israel, etc. experiences provide far 
more inspiring and impactful education than classroom-based learning.



Looking ahead: 

Lifelong Jewish education, 

and 

potentially engaging future experiences
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How important do you consider the concept of 
lifelong Jewish learning – in other words, continuing 
Jewish education and/or engaging Jewish experiences 

throughout one’s life?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 56% 33% 9% 2%

Very important
Somewhat 

important

Not very 

important

Not at all 

important

[N= 1,817 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  89% of our adult Jewish 

respondents consider lifelong Jewish education 

and/or Jewish experiences to be at least 

somewhat important, 56% of them very important.
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How important do you consider the concept of 
lifelong Jewish learning – in other words, continuing 
Jewish education and/or engaging Jewish experiences 

throughout one’s life?

Very Some-
what

Not

20s, 30s [232] 65% 26% 9%

40s, 50s [485] 55% 33% 12%

60s  [498] 55% 36% 9%

70s, 80s, 90s  [602] 56% 32% 12%

All responding Jewish Adults combined [1,842] 56% 33% 11%

Observation:  The perceived importance of lifelong Jewish learning and engagement 
has -– perhaps surprisingly – nearly no correlation with age from the 40’s onward.   
Our youngest adults (in their 20s and 30s) are marginally more supportive of the 
concept than their older counterparts, although these differences are statistically small. 

[N= 1,817 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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How important do you consider the concept of 
lifelong Jewish learning – in other words, continuing 
Jewish education and/or engaging Jewish experiences 

throughout one’s life?

Very Some-
what

Not

Orthodox (Traditional & Modern)  [233] 89% 10% 1%

Conservative [480] 62% 33% 5%

Reform  [742] 52% 39% 9%

Non-Denominational, Just Jewish, etc.  [627] 46% 36% 18%

All responding Jewish Adults combined [1,842] 56% 33% 11%

Observation:  On the other hand, the perceived importance of lifelong Jewish learning and 
engagement has a statistically strong correlation with denominational identity: The more 
observant, the more committed to this concept. Yet because there are so many more 
respondents who are non-Orthodox, they may still outnumber their more observant 
counterparts when it comes to participation. So despite their proportionately lower 
likelihood of participating, our community’s non-Orthodox Jews must still be considered 
when lifelong educational offerings are designed and provided. 

[N= 1,817 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

 Emerging Themes:  While 945 of our adult Jewish participants 
described all manner of hoped-for Jewish educational experiences, 
their responses clustered into seven recurring themes:

1.  Active, rather than passive, learning.  Learning by doing, not just by 
listening. “Informal, relationship-based, authentic” 

2.  Hebrew language training. Some want reading & writing. Others want modern 
conversational Ivrit. Most want both. Why?  Because knowing Hebrew, or knowing it 
better, would help them feel more comfortable and connected Jewishly. “Learning 
and practicing Hebrew would make the service more meaningful, rather 
than reading in tongues.”

3.  Jewish-themed Travel, near and far. Most often requested is travel to Israel.  But 
other types of travel were also cited:  To other Jewish communities, to sites of 
Jewish historical or cultural relevance, etc.  

4. Deep-dive discussions with real substance – led by inspired and inspiring 
teachers. Some are seeking in-depth biblical scholarship and classical exploration 
of the sacred Jewish texts. Others are seeking a better understanding of Israel’s 
political issues, or hoping to explore the ethical or spiritual dimensions of Judaism. 
Irrespective of the subject they want to focus on, they share the same hope for 
substantive experiences and creative, inspiring teachers. 
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

Seven recurring themes (continued):

5.  A full spectrum of Jewish learning -- classes, movies, books, performances, study 
groups, retreats, hands-on educational workshops and shared mitzvah projects –
single sessions and ongoing series -- Melton, Kollel, Wexner, Jewish Learning 
Institute, Chabad -- holiday traditions and celebrations, culture, values, literature, 
learning Yiddish, Israeli dancing, Kabala, and Jewish mindfulness meditation –
alongside grappling with complex issues like Zionism, anti-Semitism, Interfaith 
perspectives, the Holocaust – truly a kaleidoscopic array of Jewish educational 
offerings -- “The gamut - history, philosophy, culture, challenges.”

6.  Widespread accessibility in terms of both place and time – programs offered 
across synagogues, the JCC, Federation, and elsewhere – open and affordably 
accessible to all, not just “members” – scheduled across various days and day-parts 
to be broadly accommodating – then widely publicized to ensure both widespread 
awareness and inclusive welcome.   “Why offer education that is fragmented 
and silo’d?  Let’s all learn together.” 

7. Education as a way to build bridges – both within our Jewish community, and 
between ourselves and others. Whether our co-learners are fellow-Jews across 
denominations, those in interfaith relationships, or our non-Jewish counterparts, 
learning alongside people with different backgrounds and perspectives can help unite 
and strengthen our Jewish community.  “Making connections with those who are 
different from us.”  “More exposure to differences.” 
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

These next five slides provide a selected array of participant comments that 
underscore these seven themes and bring them to life:

 Experiences that expand my knowledge and support the joy of my Jewishness. 
 All kinds.  Judaism encompasses all facets of life.
 All sorts of learning:  Torah study in an approachable manner. Jewish cooking classes as a way to 

connect with other Jewish parents. 
 Classes about Judaism, different religions and how they are connected to Judaism, educational lectures 

regarding world events that affect me as a Jew, informal discussions with fellow Jews... 
 All kinds, from Torah study to discussions of contemporary issues and concerns. 
 Synagogue-based rabbinic-led interactive Jewish learning grounded in historic Jewish values and 

dealing with the challenges of modern Jewish life in America. 
 Unifying and enlightening experiences.
 Something that brings together teachers and Jews of a variety of backgrounds and perspectives in 

respectful conversation. 
 Multi-denominational programs where teachers from different movements co-teach and present 

different perspectives 
 Learning to be a better human being and making the world a better place for everyone in it. Learning 

more about the history of my people. 
 Lectures and discussion on contemporary topics, and linking scripture to everyday life and moral 

issues. 
 More informal as well as formal study sessions, weekly conversational Hebrew and Yiddish classes for 

those with little knowledge or as refresher, community-wide programs with dynamic educator/speaker 
that is relevant to those of any Jewish persuasion. 

 Pluralistic / inter-denominational Jewish experiences. 
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

 More Cross-Synagogue and Inter-Faith opportunities
 I would like to think more deeply about what it means to have an interfaith family with others who 

are doing the same. 
 Interfaith experiences and advocacy and activism education.
 Something that would help my atheist husband and me to connect on a more Jewish level!
 "How to be a mother-in-law to a non Jewish daughter-in-law” (lol) 

 I'm wanting to feel part of community and would like it to be a Jewish affiliation in one specific 
location that I can identify with, cultivate relationships and meaning with, and have it be 
sustainable. I'd like to learn anything at all about Judaism - basics, prayer, rituals, philosophy, etc. 

 I'd like a review of prayer and ritual practice to increase my confidence...when I do prayers/rituals 
at home I feel sort of silly and am sure  I am doing something wrong. When my daughter is home 
(who had the formal Jewish education I lacked) I see how confident and sure of herself she is when 
saying the prayers. 

 I'd like to learn to participate in a service, to be “fluent in services." 

 Trips to Israel with a good guide to learn more of the history of the new sites being found and 
finding those sites referred to in Torah, prophets and psalms.  (That'd be a cool adult education 
class open to the community with PowerPoint slides of the sites.) 

 Experiential learning -- learning by doing -- and traveling -- and such. 
 I would like to travel to Israel again (I was there more than 30 years ago), and visit Jewish 

communities around the world.
 Maybe a class (or classes) on being a Jew in a non-Jewish world. Visit places of Jewish interest 

(shuls, museums, etc) in our country or other countries. 
 Cross cultural look at all the different Jewish communities in the world and how they are both 

different and the same. 
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

 A deep, insightful discussion and presentation of seminal ideas in Judaism. 
 How to be Jewish in an ever-changing world. 
 My learning goal is not to learn the historical facts or practices of being Jewish but to learn 

how these facts and practices apply to living a meaningful Jewish Life. 
 Our rabbi is doing a Dilemmas in Faith presentation. I think many of us struggle with our faith 

in this age of reason. I would like to understand the prayer service. I would like to be taught 
how to lead parts of a service. Learning and practicing Hebrew would make the service more 
meaningful, rather than reading in tongues. 

 I would like to learn Hebrew. I can sound out the prayer book, but I would like to learn 
conversational Hebrew and reading comprehension.

 Jewish parenting - imparting the most important values to our children.
 Learning from my children as they grow up and teach me how to be a better member of the 

Jewish community. 
 I continue to learn during Friday night services, listening to the Rabbi give sermons. Learning 

more about Kabala, learning more about the Torah portions, becoming more educated about 
the history of time periods in different countries and how we continue to survive today, helping 
our children plan for their future 

 Knowledgeable teachers who are inspiring and make the lessons relevant for today. 
 Immersive learning experiences, exciting and experiential adult classes. 
 As varied and in-depth as possible. 
 Getting at least a little taste of the Gemara, if I can find a way to read it that doesn't feel like 

my head is being held underwater.
 Chevruta style learning opportunities.  Currently I made my own with people in NYC....but 

others may not know how to go about doing this. 
 Chevruta learning, family learning with my spouse and kids, experiential learning where we 

have hands-on experiences that help shape my understanding of Judaism and inform my 
children's Jewish lens. 
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

 Learn how each culture celebrates the same holidays. There are all kinds of Jews all around 
the world. Why not embrace each one? Study one per year for all of the holidays.  

 Have a Passover University. People sign up for learning about Passover in workshops. There is 
a temple in Philly on Skippack Pike and they did an amazing job. Very engaging!! 

 I'd like to learn more about Jewish communities around the world, particularly small and 
isolated ones 

 Thinking critically and constructively about Judaism through deep dialogue and inspiring 
lectures. 

 A better understanding of what we believe about God and what happens after we die. 
 More analysis of the stories of the Bible, more Holocaust stories describing experiences that 

aren't as well-known, and more education about Jewish attitudes on death.
 Interested in just about any sort of Jewish learning.
 I prefer to be part of conversations, actions that help with living in today's world. 

 Honest dialogue about Israel. Tired of the propaganda and politics. 
 It would be helpful to be to have ongoing education about what is going on in Israel. I would 

like to be sure I have all my facts straight so I can defend Israel accurately. I frequently shrink 
from discussions about Israel. 

 I wish I was more familiar with Israeli politics. As tensions have risen over things there...I 
want my position on the future of Israel to be better defined for myself. 

 Lectures on current events on Israel (as offered by Jewish Community Federation), weekly 
classes on Torah portion taught by & for women (as offered at Cong BHH).

 Lectures and presentations that reflect important world  problems, not necessarily specifically 
Jewish but incorporating Jewish values.
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What kinds of Jewish education -- if any –
would you hope to experience in the future?

 Stuff like Wilderness Torah, Urban Adamah, The Kitchen, Jews for Racial and Economic Justice, 
Bend the Arc. 

 Incorporating Jewish practice with nature, perhaps a retreat where more spiritual opportunities 
occur within a natural setting. 

 Continuing to learn with peers in a social way.
 Jewish education leading to Jewish activism related to the important issues our country/world 

face: Climate change, immigration, etc. I think Judaism has something important to say about 
all of these issues.

 I love a variety of Jewish education that is new, creative, modern, historical, traditional. 
Anything that keeps the mind thinking and moving forward. 

 Not just traditional education - but engaging experiences. Music, camaraderie, and food. 
 Well, I do not have much money, but would love an Adult Camp for Jewish folks, or an 

opportunity to work on a kibbutz — that’s a dream.
 As an adult I  worked @ Isabella Friedman camp--included visiting artists,  Ethiopian Jews, 

multi-racial families, services conducted by a variety of scholars, music & dance & Torah 
readings that were relevant today. Workshops that asked us to consider new ideas & think 
about helping others & developing our own individual practices. 

 Continuing Jewish Education that would enrich my life at every stage 
 Anything to help me catch up on what I may have missed growing up. 
 BTW, all rabbis & educators should STOP calling it Adult Education.  It's Lifelong Learning.  

This is not 1960!

 And perhaps the most powerful comment of all:

“To keep learning until my very last day.”
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Which of these experiences (if any) might you 
-- or someone in your household -- consider participating in? 

[Please choose all that might appeal 
to someone in your household:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

[H]

% response 38%38%34%33%29%25%19%26%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G][H]

[N= 1,804 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A] Personalized small-group 
exploration of sacred Jewish texts  
with a learned teacher or rabbi (38%)

[B] Jewish spirituality and mysticism
(38%)

[C]  Understanding and finding 
meaning in prayer (34%)

[D]  Living daily life through a Jewish 
lens (33%)

[E]  A taste of Talmud  (29%)

[F]  How to master Jewish holiday and 
life-cycle rituals [eg.  Shabbat candles, 
wine & challah, running a Seder, etc.] 
(25%)

[G]  How to read a prayer book and 
basic blessings (19%)

[H] None of the above (26%)

[432] [326]      [425]      [491]     [563]      [581]      [639]      [644]

Observation:  Three quarters [74%] of our respondents could find at least one of 

these offerings worthy of their household’s considered participation, only 26% 

choosing “none of the above” as their response.
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And how about any of these? 
[Again, please choose all that might appeal 

to someone in your household:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

[H]

[I]

[J]

% response 55%51%51%42%30%29%26%20%16%12%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G][H][I][J]

[N= 1,804 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A] Exploring Jewish-themed films (55%)

[B] Creative Jewish cooking & baking (51%)

[C]  Exploring Jewish-themed books (51%)

[D]  A Jewish Volunteer Corps (Social Justice 
& Repairing the World) tackling monthly 
projects (42%)

[E]  Modern conversational Hebrew  (30%)

[F]  Programs exploring other faiths through 
inter-faith experiences (29%)

[G]  Hands-on Jewish craft workshops (led 
by local artisans) (26%)

[H]  Making Jewish music (20%)

[I]  Experiencing fitness Jewishly (16%)

[J] None of the above (12%)

[211] [270]    [349]    [437]   [499]    [510]    [712]    [874]   [879]   [938]

Observation:  Even more encouragingly, the vast majority [88%] 

of our respondents could find at least one of these offerings 

worthy of their household’s considered participation, with only 

12% choosing “none of the above” as their response.
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[Asked later in the survey:]
In the spirit of engaging and inspiring people Jewishly 

through more creative offerings, which of these -- if any --
might you or someone in your household or family 

consider participating in?

A Day of Jewish Learning event with a full spectrum of 
participative offerings: Religious, Spiritual, Historical, Political, 
Artistic, Literary, Cinematic, Musical, Gastronomic, Athletic, 
Humorous, etc.

50% 762

Studying Torah in uniquely different settings -- in the woods, 
alongside a lake, in an art gallery, in a vineyard, etc. 

26% 397

A Shabbat Walk to talk about the weekly Torah portion instead 
of doing so indoors 

22% 337

“Yoga with a Jewish Twist” sessions combining yoga and 
Jewish spiritual thought 

20% 303

A Sukkah-building competition in some outdoor venue 11% 160

Rabbi-led “Soul Cycling” spinning classes, sweating alongside 
folks in a Jewish context 

7% 103

None of the above 35% 524

65% of our adult Jewish participants found at least one of these activities potentially engaging and 

inspiring.  While the Day of Jewish Learning was most enthusiastically supported, even the lowest 

ranked offering was chosen by over 100 respondents – an encouraging degree of receptivity. 

[N=1,624 responding Jewish adults]
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Might any of these sound appealing 
to you or anyone in your household?

None of the above 51% 731

A Jewish camping retreat for seniors 19% 276

A Jewish camping retreat just for men or just for women 17% 242

A range of Jewish experiences and activities for not-so-young 
singles

15% 209

A Jewish camping retreat for empty-nesters and families 
without children

14% 196

A Jewish camping retreat for families with babies / young 
children

9% 126

A range of Jewish experiences and activities for young singles
8% 118

A Jewish camping retreat for families with teens 8% 109

A Jewish camping retreat for young singles 7% 99

Nearly half (49%) of our adult Jewish participants found at least one of these activities potentially 

appealing.  While not quite as widely supported as the offerings on the previous slide, even the 

lowest ranked offering was chosen by nearly 100 respondents – again an encouraging response. 

[N=1,624 responding Jewish adults]
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Can you think of any other ideas for Jewish educational 
experiences that you [and perhaps others in your household] 

would participate in? Please use your imagination!

Capturing the range and breadth of these ideas here in 
summary format would not do justice to the collective 
creativity of the more than 500 participants who replied  
to this question, although the same 7 emerging themes 
presented on slides 31 and 32 were echoed throughout 
these responses.  

So instead of summarizing those ideas, via Federation we 
will gladly make available a compilation of these verbatims 
to anyone and everyone who might be inspired to 
undertake or plan educational offerings for our Jewish 
community. That way, we can see those ideas directly,   as 
described in our respondents’ own words.
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If you would be willing to consider creating and/or leading 
any of these educational experiences, please provide your 

contact information here for potential follow-up: 

Remarkably, and as testament to the engagement that this question 
set inspired, over 200 adult Jewish participants offered their 
names in response to this invitation to consider creating
and/or leading Jewish educational experiences for our 
community.  

Some are Jewish communal professionals, but many are teachers, 
artists, physicians, social workers, etc. etc. etc. and many are simply 
parents and grandparents – across the full Jewish spectrum in terms 
of age and observance -- with interests, skills, energy, inspiration, 
and most importantly a willingness to share. 

The Federation can provide a follow-up roster with the names and 
contact information provided by these 200 potential educators so 
their interest and involvement can be pursued and their energy and 
inspiration encouraged.  
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In what settings would you be comfortable 
experiencing Jewish learning in the future? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

[H]

% response 57%51%44%38%34%31%4%2%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G][H]

[N= 1,583 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  In your own synagogue  (57%)

[B] In a non-denominational Jewish 
space [eg. JCC, Federation, etc.] (51%)

[C]  All of the above / any of these 
settings (44%)

[D]  In a synagogue other than your 
own (38%)

[E]  In a Jewish space other than a 
synagogue [eg. Mikvah, Chabad House, 
Hillel on campus, at a Jewish school, 
etc.]  (34%)

[F]  In a secular or public space that is 
non-religious (31%)

[G]  Other (4%)

[H] None of the above (2%)

[34] [61]       [481]      [522]     [587]      [684]      [786]      [882]

Observation:  This response profile portrays some open-minded flexibility in 

terms of potential educational venues, with no space considered truly 

unacceptable.  Although one’s own synagogue was preferred, it was rarely the 

only acceptable option, and most respondents chose multiple alternatives.  

A COVID-Related Observation:  

While virtual venues had not yet

become a relevant consideration

when this survey was designed

and fielded, they have since 

proven themselves to be able to 

engage and connect participants 

across a wide range of ages and 

backgrounds.  While arguably far 

from ideal, they can now be 

considered alongside face-to-face 

gathering opportunities until the 

latter again become safe and 

feasible alternatives.



We asked our 208 Jewish teens 
an abbreviated set of similar questions, 

and their responses are provided 
on the next three slides 

as a backdrop for comparison
versus what we just heard 

from their adult counterparts.
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What could our Jewish community offer that might 
entice you to spend more of your time engaged 

Jewishly? Below are some possible program ideas. 
Which -- if any -- would you consider taking part in --
and encouraging your Jewish friends to take part in?

[Please choose all that apply:]

69%  Roll up your sleeves -- creating and 
eating traditional Jewish foods 

56%  Something Jewish that's totally 
social and just plain fun 

46%  Volunteering together to help those 
in need -- Tikkun Olam / Social 
Action

44%  Leadership opportunities that look 
great on your college applications 

42% Exploring Israeli art, culture, food, 
etc.  

38%  A monthly teen travel club visiting 
cool Jewish places

36% Exploring Israeli innovation & 
technology

34% Watching and discussing Jewish-
themed movies  

34% Exploring & discussing relevant 
Jewish issues and ideas 

33%  Paid tutoring work [Madrichim] in 
our community's Sunday & Hebrew 
schools 

24%  Monthly Jewish camping weekends 
-- year-round, indoors or out --
recapturing that camp feeling 

23%  Learning about -- and creating --
Jewish themed artwork 

17%  Making music -- Jewish song 
leaders boot camp

16%  Making music -- battle of the 
Jewish bands 

15%  Learning and doing traditional 
Jewish / Israeli dances  

14%  Reading and discussing Jewish-
themed books 

10%    Acting in scenes from Jewish-
themed theater 

Of 17 concepts offered, this collective
ranking suggests a top-rated handful 
worth exploring for potential 
teen engagement opportunities.
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Do you have any better ideas 
than the ones listed above?

Emerging Themes:  Create more opportunities for Israel trips and fun 
engaging teen get-togethers in Rochester. We also hear a preference for 
activities that gather Jewish teens without the traditional boundaries
around specific denominations or synagogues, one example being the 
calling for a BBYO initiative in our community.

 “Create fun group activities that are physical.”
 “A Jewish soccer tournament.”
 “Jewish summer camp but during Christmas break!”
 “I especially liked your ‘something Jewish that's totally social and just plain fun’ idea.”

 “Another Israel Trip.”
 “Trips to Israel on school breaks.”
 “A trip to Israel through the JCC for like a week in February over spring break.”
 “If you can’t take kids to Israel bring Israel to kids. I think all those ideas are good 

ways of doing it. Also incorporating some other things like maybe Hebrew classes or 
activities. As well as Israeli political activities.”

 “Eating Israeli food.”

 “Youth group activities with all the synagogues and temples together.”
 “More overnights/trips to get to know other Jewish kids in the area.”
 “Get together with other temples from other parts of the state.”
 “BBYO. To my understanding it does not exist yet in Rochester, but is a great place to 

have.” “Bring BBYO to Rochester.”  
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In which of these locations would you  
feel comfortable participating in the 

activities you chose or described above? 
[Please choose all that apply:]

[N=208 Teen 
Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 78% 44% 79% 46%

In my own synagogue 

-- one my family 

attends   [if any]

In another 

synagogue, one I’m 

not affiliated with

In a broader Jewish 

venue like the JCC or 

the Jewish Federation

In some other public 

space that isn’t even 

Jewishly affiliated

Observation:  
If not their own synagogue, most would be more comfortable in 
a broader Jewish venue than in some other synagogue or a 
secular public space. But none of these settings was considered 
entirely unacceptable for the right teen gathering to assemble.

COVID-Related Observation:  Once again, while virtual venues were not yet a relevant consideration 

when this survey was fielded, they have clearly shown their ability to engage and connect, and can 

now be considered a viable alternative until face-to-face gathering venues become safe again.  



We return now to our adult Jewish respondents, 
with this next question set specifically for 

those who are currently 
parents of child(ren) ages 5-12 

and/or teen(s) ages 13-19.
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What about your child(ren)’s Jewish education?  
Where has their formal and informal Jewish education come from?    

[Please choose all that apply to your children and teens:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

[H]

[I]

[J]

[K]

% response 85%81%76%76%73%70%67%59%42%4%2%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G][H][I][J][K]

[N= 389 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19]

[A]  From growing up in a Jewish family (85%) 

[B]  From their Jewish parent(s) (81%) 

[C]  From their Jewish grandparent(s) (76%)  

[D]  Activities exposing them to Jewish life, 
culture, holidays, celebrations, etc. (76%) 

[E]  From living among Jews and/or having 
Jewish friends (73%) 

[F]  Jewish camp(s) (70%) 

[G]  Supplementary [i.e. after-school] Jewish 
education in a synagogue’s Sunday school 
and/or Hebrew school (67%)

[H]  Jewish experiences [eg. places they’ve 
traveled, books, movies, plays, events, etc.]  
(59%)

[I]  Jewish Day School and/or Yeshiva [42%]

[J]  Other (4%)

[K] None of the above (2%)

[8]      [16]    [161]   [223]    [254]    [268]   [278]   [288]   [289]    [310]   [322}

It is important to note the degree to which the Jewish

educations of these children and teens has occurred

beyond any classroom -- derived via a spectrum of

meaningful, impactful relationships and experiences 

[family, friends, activities, camps, etc.].
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Did -- or will -- your child(ren) participate in 
a Jewish youth group, or teen group, of any sort?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

% response 33%28%18%7%6%10%2%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G]

[N= 389 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19]

[A]  All did or will  (33%)

[B] Some did or will (28%)

[C]  None did or will (18%)

[D]  They’re still too young, but 
definitely will (7%)

[E]  They’re still too young, but 
probably will  (6%)

[F]  They’re still too young, but 
might or might not (10%)

[G]  They’re still too young, but 
probably won’t (2%)

[9]          [37]          [23]         [25]          [67]         [105]        [124]

Observation:  For comparison, 

55% of our responding adults did so.
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Did -- or will -- your child(ren) 
have a bar or bat mitzvah?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

% response 64%8%6%19%1%2%1%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G]

[N= 389 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19]

[A]  All did or will  (64%)

[B] Some did or will (8%)

[C]  None did or will (6%)

[D]  They’re still too young, but 
definitely will (19%)

[E]  They’re still too young, but 
probably will  (1%)

[F]  They’re still too young, but 
might or might not (2%)

[G]  They’re still too young, but 
probably won’t (1%)

[5]           [7]            [4]           [73]         [21]          [31]        [243]

Observation:  For comparison, 

61% of our responding adults did so.
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Did -- or will -- your child(ren) 
continue with their formal Jewish education 

after bar or bat mitzvah?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

% response 41%20%15%13%6%7%2%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G]

[N= 389 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19]

[A]  All did or will  (41%)

[B] Some did or will (20%)

[C]  None did or will (15%)

[D]  They’re still too young, but 
definitely will (13%)

[E]  They’re still too young, but 
probably will  (6%)

[F]  They’re still too young, but 
might or might not (7%)

[G]  They’re still too young, but 
probably won’t (2%)

[5]          [25]          [20]          [45]         [50]          [67]        [140]

Observation:  For comparison, 

64% of our adult respondents 

who had had a bar or bat mitzvah 

continued their Jewish educations 

thereafter.
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All things considered, have your child(ren)’s 
Jewish educational experiences been 

better, worse, or about the same as yours were 
when you were growing up?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 42% 11% 14% 21% 15%

Theirs were better Theirs were worse
Theirs were about 

the same

Better in some 

ways, worse in 

others

This comparison 

doesn't apply in 

our family

[N= 386 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19]

Collectively speaking, we find on balance some significant

generational progress [42% vs 11%] in terms of the 

perceived value of the Jewish education experienced by 

our adult participants versus the preferable experiences 

they believe their own children and teens to have had.  

[158]                   [41]                      [51]                    [80]                      [58]
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As a parent of teenager(s), how important do you consider 
your teen(s) attending some sort of 

formal post-bar or bat mitzvah Jewish education?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 44% 29% 15% 7% 7%

Very important
Somewhat 

important

Not very 

important

Not at all 

important

Importance 

varies by teen

[N= 251 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of teens ages 13-19]

44% of these parents consider formal education 

post b’nai mitzvah to be very important. 

73% consider it at least somewhat important.  
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As a parent of teenager(s), how important do you consider 
your teen(s) attending any sort of 

Jewish-sponsored activities?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 58% 28% 6% 4% 4%

Very important
Somewhat 

important

Not very 

important

Not at all 

important

Importance 

varies by teen

[N= 251 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of teens ages 13-19]

58% of these parents consider Jewish-sponsored

teen activities to be very important. 

86% consider them at least somewhat important.  
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Placing these two responses side-by-side, we see that for 14 p.p. more   
of our parents with teens, ongoing participation in some kind of Jewish-
sponsored activities means more than formal Jewish education. This is 
not to suggest that formal education is at all unimportant, but there are 
clearly parents in our community who will settle for some level of ongoing 
Jewish involvement even if it’s neither formal nor educational per se.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Jewish Activities 58% 28% 10% 4%

Formal Education 44% 29% 22% 7%

Very important
Somewhat 

important
Not important

Importance varies 

by teen

58% vs 44% Very Important (14 p.p.)

[N= 251 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of teens ages 13-19]
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What's it like getting your teenager(s) to participate in 
Jewish-sponsored programming these days? 

Which of these best describes your situation --
checking all that apply, especially if you have more than one teen:

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

% response 33%34%36%14%14%

[A][B][C][D][E]

[N= 389 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19]

[A]  They participate 
enthusiastically  (33%)

[B] They willingly accept having to 
participate (34%)

[C]  They need to be pushed into 
participating (36%)

[D]  They refuse to participate, 
even if pushed (14%)

[E]  They don’t participate, and I 
don’t push  (14%)

[33]             [32]              [85]              [80]              [78]

Observation:  Roughly 1/3 are enthusiastic, 1/3 willing, 1/3 reluctant.  

There are teens who won’t be pushed into participating, and parents 

who don’t bother pushing.  Perhaps the key is to listen and learn from 

all of them.  Find out what makes the enthusiastic ones enthusiastic,

and why the reluctant ones are reluctant, and the refusers refuse.    
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What's it like getting your teenager(s) to participate 
in Jewish-sponsored programming these days? 

Which of these best describes your situation -- checking all 
that apply, especially if you have more than one teen:

Full Sample 
[251 parents    

of teens]

Orthodox 
[47 parents 
of teens]

Conservative 
[63 parents        
of teens]

Reform 
[111 parents 

of teens]

Non-denominational

Just Jewish etc.       
[87 parents of teens]

They participate 
enthusiastically. 33% 64% 22% 28% 30%
They willingly 
accept having to 
participate. 

34% 31% 38% 32% 36%

They need to be 
pushed into 
participating.

36% 25% 52% 39% 37%

They refuse to 
participate, even 
if pushed.

14% 0% 17% 22% 12%

They don't 
participate, and I 
don't push. 

14% 2% 8% 14% 20%

Observation:  Clearly, significant denominational differences 

characterize both teen attitudes and parental approaches.
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How engaged are your teens in the Jewish community today, 
compared with how engaged they were in the past?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 18% 30% 36% 12% 6%

more 

engaged 

today

less engaged 

today

no real 

change 

engaged 

differently

never 

engaged, 

never will

[N= 249 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents who are currently parents of teens ages 13-19]

This is not the engagement trajectory we 

would hope to see, with “less engaged” (at 30%)  

significantly outpacing “more engaged” (at 18%)

[43]                  [72]                  [87]                  [28]                  [15]     
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[For those whose teens are less engaged today:]
At what point(s) did they become less involved 

in the Jewish community and its events and activities? 
[Please choose any that apply:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 50% 17% 13% 19% 11% 3% 9%

after their 

bar/bat 

mitzvah

during/after 

7th grade

during/after 

8th grade 

during/after 

9th grade

during /after 

10th grade

during/after 

11th grade

during/after 

12th grade

[N= 72 of our 251 Jewish Adult parents of teens less involved today than in the past]

Observation:  The most significant attrition point is 

post bar/bat mitzvah.  7th and 8th grades are times of 

vulnerability, but 9th grade –when most begin high 

school – is a particularly tempting time to trade 

Jewish activities for other more exciting alternatives. 



This next series of questions --

still for parents of children ages 5-12 
and/or teens ages 13-19

-- focus on the schools attended
by our respondents’ children,
and why those schools were 

or were not chosen.  

[Note:   Within this section, direct comparisons versus 2010’s “Count Me In” findings cannot realistically 

be provided. 2019’s “Every Voice Counts” outreach intentionally spanned the full spectrum of our Jewish 

community, and included our Orthodox members – and their schools -- with significantly more presence, 

rendering the two sets of survey findings [i.e. 2010 vs 2019] statistically non-comparable.]
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At which of these schools have your children been students?
[Choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

[A]

[B]

[C]

[D]

[E]

[F]

[G]

[H]

[I]

% response 75%28%15%15%7%5%4%2%1%

[A][B][C][D][E][F][G][H][I]

[N= 384 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult respondents who are currently parents of children ages 5-12 and/or teens 13-19. 
Note that more than one adult member of any given household may have participated in our survey.]

[A]  Public Schools  (75%)

[B] Hillel Community Day School
(28%)

[C]  Derech HaTorah (15%)

[D]  Private Schools (secular / 
non-Jewish] (15%)

[E]  Other  (7%)

[F]  Talmudical Institute of 
Upstate NY (5%)

[G]  Ora Academy (4%)

[H]  Home-schooled (2%)

[I]  Charter school (1%) [5]         [9]      [15]      [17]       [27]      [56]      [56]     [106]    [283]

[106]

[56]

[17]

[15]
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had not attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

If you knew more about our community's four Jewish schools –

i.e. Hillel Community Day School, Derech HaTorah, Ora Academy, and Talmudical 

Institute of Upstate NY -- which of the factors below might have encouraged you to 

potentially consider one of these options for your child(ren)? [N=233]

Encouraging Factor % N
None – Jewish School is just not something our household would ever consider 66% 136

Strong secular academic achievement across all grades 24% 49

Warm, caring environment 21% 43

Strong STEAM program [math, science, technology, arts, etc] 21% 43

Enthusiastic and creative faculty 19% 39

Small student-to-faculty ratio 18% 38

Availability of generous scholarship support 18% 38

State-of-the-art school facilities 16% 34

Meaningful social action opportunities within and beyond our Jewish community 15% 30

Travel and exchange opportunities with similar schools across the US & overseas 14% 29

Broad range of extracurricular activities 14% 28

Strong Hebrew language programming 12% 24

Options for less traditional Jewish curriculum 10% 20

Opportunity to begin Hebrew training in the later grades 9% 18

Inspiring Israel-oriented curriculum 7% 15

Top-notch athletic facilities, coaching and programming 7% 14

Connectivity to Israeli classrooms 7% 14

Options for more traditional Jewish curriculum 5% 11

Observation:

34%, or 1/3 

of these

parents

who did

not choose

a Jewish

school

for their

children

/ teens

found 

something

on this

list that

might have

encouraged

them to 

consider

a Jewish

school

option. Most

found 6-7

motivating

factors.
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had not attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Which of these were your major reason(s) for 
not choosing a Jewish school for your child(ren)?

Reasons Jewish School Wasn’t Chosen % N

We believe in public school education on principle 57% 125

We believe in exposure to a more diverse population than Jewish 
school offers 

55% 121

The high quality education available at our local public schools 55% 121

Tuition / cost / affordability 36% 80

Jewish schools are too religious for us / we are not religious 28% 61

My child has special needs that could not be provided by these schools 12% 27

The high quality education available at our local secular [or non-
Jewish] private schools

8% 17

Some other reason 8% 18%

Observation:  The three most pervasive reasons why Jewish schools were not chosen reflect 

the perceived strength of the competitive alternatives – i.e. the principle of public education, 

and our local public schools offering both high quality education and diverse populations.  

These considerations all out-ranked tuition / cost / affordability terms of importance.   

[N=233 parents with children/teens who did not attend a Jewish school]



69

[Asking those parents whose children/teens had not attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Would knowing that generous scholarship support might be available 
to send your child(ren) to one of our community’s Jewish schools 

have made a difference in your decision?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 5% 13% 82%

Yes
Maybe (depends how 

much)
Probably not

[N=233 parents with children/teens who did not attend a Jewish school]

While 82% tell us that it was not a 

financial decision, for the other 18% 

it might have been.  When 

addressing the question of 

enrollment at our community’s 

Jewish schools, we saw on the prior 

slide that there were factors more 

important than tuition.  But for these 

18%, tuition might well make a 

difference.

[10]                                  [29]                                  [179]
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had not attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Have you ever taken a tour of any of our community’s 
four Jewish schools -- or taken one recently enough 

to see how they look and feel today?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 31% 69%

Yes No

[N=233 parents with children/teens who did not attend a Jewish school]

Only 1/3 tell us they’ve toured 

these schools recently.  The other 

2/3 admit they haven’t done so.  

[69]                                                           [154]          
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had not attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Would you be interested in taking a tour 
of any of our community’s four Jewish schools?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 3% 6% 91%

Yes Maybe No thanks

[N=233 parents with children/teens who did not attend a Jewish school]

The names and contact information 

for these 20 respondents can 

certainly be provided for any of the 

four Jewish schools interested in 

reaching out to these families.

[7]                                      [13]                                   [202]
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

What was it about Rochester's Jewish schools 
that encouraged you to choose them for your child(ren)? 

Which of these factors did you -- and your children -- value most?

Encouraging Factor % N
Warm, caring environment 80% 114

Small student-to-faculty ratio 74% 105

Options for more traditional Jewish curriculum 67% 95

Enthusiastic and creative faculty 63% 89

Strong secular academic achievement across all grades 49% 69

Strong Hebrew language programming 47% 67

Strong STEAM program [math, science, technology, arts, etc] 39% 55

Availability of generous scholarship support 38% 54

Inspiring Israel-oriented curriculum 33% 47

Meaningful social action opportunities within and beyond our Jewish community 32% 45

State-of-the-art school facilities 30% 42

Broad range of extracurricular activities 23% 33

Connectivity to Israeli classrooms 22% 31

Opportunity to begin Hebrew training in the later grades 17% 24

Travel and exchange opportunities with similar schools across the US & overseas 13% 19

Options for less traditional Jewish curriculum 9% 12

Top-notch athletic facilities, coaching and programming 6% 8

Interestingly,

several

of the factors

that brought

these families

to our Jewish

schools 

overlap with 

the priorities

most apt to

motivate 

other families

to consider 

transitioning

their children

into those 

schools.

(See next

slide for

details)

[N=150 parents with children/teens who did attend a Jewish school]
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So where are the overlaps,

i.e. those factors that both

reward/reassure current families and attract potential new families?
O  Warm, caring environment

O  Small student-to-faculty ratio

O  Enthusiastic and creative faculty

O  Strong secular academic achievement across all grades

O  Strong STEAM program [math, science, technology, arts, etc]

What matters more than money? 
When deciding whether to consider Jewish schooling,

here are the factors that ranked above 
tuition/cost/scholarships…

 …for parents who 

did not choose Jewish school

Strong secular academic achievement      
across all grades                           24%

Warm, caring environment                     21%

Strong STEAM program [math, science, 
technology, arts, etc] 21%

Enthusiastic and creative faculty 19%

Small student-to-faculty ratio 18%

Availability of generous scholarship 

support 18%

 …for parents who 

did choose Jewish school

Warm, caring environment 80%

Small student-to-faculty ratio 74%

Options for more traditional Jewish 

curriculum 67%

Enthusiastic and creative faculty 63%

Strong secular academic achievement 

across all grades 49%

Strong Hebrew language 

programming 47%

Strong STEAM program [math, science, 
technology, arts, etc] 39%

Availability of generous scholarship 

support 38%
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Beyond the factors listed above, were there any other reasons you 
chose Jewish day school and/or high school for your child(ren)?

Emerging Themes & Notable Quotes

 For many families, the full day kindergarten was the welcome mat that brought their 
children into a Jewish Day School’s front door.  In some cases, it was also a comfortable 
choice for their child(ren), providing the continuity of transitioning with friends from 
Keshet or the JCC preschool.

“…stay in our Jewish bubble one more year…”

 Some parents see Jewish day school a way to protect their children from the world 
around us.

“Didn't want my child to experience prejudice as much as I did growing up…  didn't want my 
child to be ‘crushed’ by the majority culture.” 

“They don't have to worry about taking days off from school on the Jewish holidays.”

“In our opinion, authentic Jewish education is the only guarantee for the continuity of the Jewish 
people”

“Opportunity to be with other kids who were of similar moral standing.”

“Sadly, time has shown that Jewish students who do not attend Jewish day schools and high 
schools, tend to loose their Jewish identity and Jewish involvement as they age...” 

“Would not consider public school.”
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Beyond the factors listed above, were there any other reasons you 
chose Jewish day school and/or high school for your child(ren)?

 For other parents, Jewish day school education represents an obligation –
an important imperative – and not merely an option or a choice.

“In our opinion, authentic Jewish education is the only guarantee for the continuity of the 
Jewish people.” 

“It is essential to maintaining Jewish identity.” 
“We would only consider sending our children to a Jewish school.” 
“Imperative for raising Jewish children.”
“We consider Jewish education to be a necessity in raising our children proud to be Jewish.”
“For Jewish continuity. We believe Jewish education is the greatest gift one could give to their 

children and a duty for all Jewish parents.” 
“For my family, a solid Jewish, pro-Israel education is a given. We believe that this is NOT 

something that can be 'added on' to a full day of secular studies or done over the 
weekend, where our kids (and we) would be resentful of the lost Sundays or evenings.”

“Parents have a mitzvah obligation to properly educate their children. Day school is the best 
option by far.” 

“It is imperative for our community’s future that our children are imbibed with the beauty of 
Torah study and Torah values from an early age, which will only grow as they continue to 
study and mature…”

“Our family needs there to be a highly traditional Orthodox Program available or we would not 
have settled in Rochester.”

“It is not a decision for us, it is the only choice for us. If we want our children to maintain their 
Jewish identity for generations to come, a Jewish Torah education is the only way to go.” 
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Beyond the factors listed above, were there any other reasons you 
chose Jewish day school and/or high school for your child(ren)?

 Alongside the comments on the prior page portraying Jewish education as a 
obligatory responsibility, other parents describe a Jewish day school education 
more as a chosen opportunity to live a more positive and connected Jewish life.

“…to ensure they understood the value and beauty of a Jewish life…” 
“To make Judaism part of their whole life” 
“Study combined with a warm, loving environment are the keys to each child’s future engagement in 

a Jewish life.” 
“I want my son to be among other Jewish children, learning about Jewish holidays, eating kosher 

food, learning Hebrew prayers, etc.”
“Day school helps build a strong Jewish foundation for children and encourages pride in being 

Jewish.” 
“I believe that Day Schools are key to the continuity of Jewish life. Public schools do a great job 

teaching children secular subjects and preparing them for higher education and work. But, only 
a Jewish Day School can partner with families to raise our children to live good Jewish lives, to 
know who they are, and to feel that they are indispensable members of a community.” 

“I wanted my child to learn about being Jewish, about Jewish ethics, and be immersed in Jewish 
culture as a way of life.” 

“…learning to feel connected to being Jewish…” 
“I strongly believe that children who attend Jewish Day School not only feel more Jewish, but stand a 

much better chance of leading meaningful Jewish lives.” 
“I believe a Jewish education is the foundation of what makes future Jewish leaders.”
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[Asking those parents whose children/teens had attended any of our community’s Jewish schools:]

Beyond the factors listed above, were there any other reasons you 
chose Jewish day school and/or high school for your child(ren)?

 Clearly, our Jewish schools have been providing a wonderful, fulfilling, and
positive educational experience for many families, including those with 
children who have special learning needs requiring extra support:

“Our children are our most important investment in the future. The more time, effort, love and 
instruction that we provide, the better the result. These Jewish schools have provided our 
children with superior in-depth Jewish and secular education, joy and warmth.  We are very 
pleased.” 

“…loving teachers and a principal that believes children come first, not the teachers or the whims of 
the parents…” 

“Willingness to accommodate IEPs” 
“My family believes strongly in the Torah and its values. Derech HaTorah was the obvious choice for 

us. We also needed a school that could cater to some of our children with special needs, which 
Derech HaTorah has done masterfully.” 

“We would only consider sending our children to a Jewish school. With that said we are thrilled with 
the experience we have had at DHR. Mrs. Goldstein is a fantastic educator who truly cares for 
the individual needs of every student. Our eldest son has had some severe behavioral 
problems and they worked hand in hand with us to nurture him and thank God as he now goes 
into … grade he is a much different child and student. DHR and Mrs. Goldstein deserve all of 
our support.” 

“I was involved with DHR for years before my kids were old enough to go, and I was thrilled with 
what I saw there. We bought a house here (in other words, made a commitment to stay in the 
area) because we had a school where we were EXCITED to send our kids.”

“We are very committed Orthodox family and DHR ORA and TIUNY are all committed to excellence in 
education both religious studies and secular studies all in a warm safe environment.” 

“Authentic Judaism on a very high level.” 
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Our community is always on the lookout for those who may have the background, 
training, and interest to become Jewish educators. That could mean teaching, 
tutoring, or even serving as a teacher’s assistant or one-on-one aide. Do you --
or anyone in your household -- or anyone else you know -- have the background, 
training, and interest to consider working in any of the following?

 Yes, providing some sort of Jewish expertise for a specific topic  8%  [120]

 Yes, in a Jewish Sunday School or Hebrew School  8%  [114]

 Yes, in a Jewish Day School 6%   [95]

 Yes, in a Jewish Teen Program 6%   [82]

 Yes, in a Jewish Pre-School 5%   [69]

 No – Don’t know anyone with that background or interest     85%   [1,266]

A roster of contact information for these referrals 

can be provided by Federation to any of our 

community’s Jewish schools with a need or interest.

[Asking those who responded “yes” to any of the above Jewish educator roles:]

Please provide the relevant contact information to explore potential 

educator opportunities for you or them: 
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Before today's survey, how familiar were you with 
each of the following agencies and organizations 

in the Rochester region's Jewish Community?

Jewish Community Center (JCC) 81% 17% 2%

Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester 68% 25% 7%

Jewish Home of Rochester 56% 29% 15%

Jewish Family Service 52% 32% 16%

Jewish Senior Life 50% 30% 20%

Summit at Brighton 45% 28% 27%

Hillel Community Day School 43% 31% 26%

Wolk Manor 41% 28% 31%

Chabad of Rochester 40% 31% 29%

Hadassah 30% 27% 43%

Jewish Home’s Green House Cottages 30% 26% 44%

National Council of Jewish Women 26% 28% 46%

Ora Academy 21% 20% 59%

Beth Hatvillah (Mikvah of Rochester) 21% 18% 61%

Derech HaTorah 19% 16% 65%

Talmudical Institute of Upstate NY 17% 14% 69%

Jewish Community Entity          very                somewhat         not very/at all

familiar              familiar                 familiar

[N=1,406 Jewish Adults responding]
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Based on whatever you have personally experienced, or whatever 
you may have heard from others, what is your overall impression 
of the quality of each of these Jewish agencies and organizations? 
[If you don't know enough about an agency or organization to have 

any opinion, please choose "don't know".]

Jewish Community Center (JCC) 92% 4% 4%

Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester 82% 7% 11%

Your own Temple or Synagogue (if any) 79% 3% 18%

Jewish Home of Rochester 73% 6% 21%

Jewish Family Service 71% 2% 27%

Jewish Senior Life 67% 2% 31%

Summit at Brighton 61% 2% 37%

Chabad of Rochester 57% 5% 38%

Hillel Community Day School 56% 5% 39%

Wolk Manor 55% 2% 43%

Hadassah 44% 3% 53%

National Council of Jewish Women 44% 2% 54%

Jewish Home’s Green House Cottages 41% 2% 57%

Beth Hatvillah (Mikvah of Rochester) 29% 2% 69%

Ora Academy 25% 4% 71%

Derech HaTorah 22% 4% 74%

Talmudical Institute of Upstate NY 16% 6% 78%

Jewish Community excellent /           fair/           don’t

Entity very good/good        poor           know

[N=1,406 Jewish Adults responding]

Clearly, our four
Jewish schools are 
well-perceived by
those who know 
them, with just
4%-6% fair/poor
ratings.  

What they lack is
widespread
awareness. This is 
especially true for
the three Orthodox 
schools – with over 
70% of our 
respondents not
knowing enough
to have any opinion
about their quality.

This is not at all a 
condemnation, but
rather a calling for
more visibility, if
that is what these
schools are seeking. 



These next slides were part of our 
“counting” question set, asked to help 
our community’s planners anticipate 
the size and scope of future needs, 

in this case education-related needs.
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How old is our Jewish Community today?
Estimated Number of People 
within our community’s 9,003 Jewish households

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000

children <5
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teens     13-19
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children
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children
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teens
13-19

in their
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40s

in their
50s

in their
60s

in their
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in their
80s

in their
90s+

est # people 921165017141428138414852462352627701244327

est # people/year 18420624514313814924635327712433

[est. N=18,911 members of 9,003 Jewish households]

A Critical Observation:  Revisiting 

our age profile [the graphed blue 

bars] we discover here what 

seems to be the opposite of a 

baby boom. 

Dividing each of these age cohorts 

by the number of years that 

comprise them (eg. < 5 = 5 years, 

5-12 = 8 years, 13-19 = 7 years, 

etc.) we find a smaller number of 

people per year of age entering the 

age pipeline: 

Teenagers 245 / year  

School-age children 206 / year

Babies & pre-schoolers 184 / year  
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Our upcoming series of slides ask respondents to envision their future educational needs based 
on their household’s anticipated new children, school-age children, and teens.  Since household 
contours [family size, birth rate, etc.] can differ significantly between Orthodox and non-Orthodox 
households, and even between traditional and modern Orthodox households, it seems helpful to 
differentiate this part of our analysis denominationally. Doing so may help clarify the educational 
offerings that our community will need to provide in service to our Jewish families going forward.

# 
household 
members

Non-
Orthodox 
[1997]

Combined 
Orthodox 

[247]

Modern 
Orthodox 

[153]

Traditional 
Orthodox 

[112]

1 20% 14% 17% 11%

2 50% 30% 37% 23%

3 13% 12% 14% 7%

4 12% 13% 16% 7%

5 5% 12% 9% 15%

6 <1% 11% 6% 19%

7 <1% 5% 1% 10%

8 <1% 2% 0% 5%

9+ <1% 1% 1% 2%

Mean HH 
Size

2.1 3.5 2.9 4.3

[Note:  14% of our 

survey’s responding 

Jewish Adults chose

Modern Orthodox

(153 or 8%) or 

Traditional Orthodox 

(112 or 6%) as the way 

they identify 

denominationally

today.  Their survey 

participation

gave us a highly robust 

sample of Orthodox 

voices to learn from. 

But in calculating our 

study’s population 

projections, their 

realistic presence in 

our community -- i.e. 

less than 5% of our 

region’s Jewish 

households -- is 

factored in 

proportionately, and 

therefore does not 

skew our findings in 

any unrealistic way.]



84

Observation:

Although under 5% of our region’s 

Jewish households today are 

Orthodox, their families could 

account for nearly 20% of the 

anticipated little ones to be added 

to our Jewish community during 

the next five years.

Looking ahead 5 years to the future needs of your household... 
and therefore our Jewish community's future needs...

Do you anticipate adding any children under age 5
to your family during these upcoming 5 years?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Overall sample
response
[N=1941]

Orthodox response
[N=248]

Non-Orthodox
response
[N=1644]

Yes  [109] 6% 20% 4%

Maybe  [107] 5% 13% 4%

No  [1690] 89% 67% 92%

[N=1,941 of our 2,395 

adult Jewish respondents]

Projected Estimates:

An estimated 550 Jewish households will have 825 new children (i.e. under age 5) arriving 

throughout the next 5 years.** An estimated 162 of those little ones could come from our 

community’s Orthodox households, alongside 663 little ones from non-Orthodox households.

[**estimated at 165 per year, our going-forward projection against the backdrop of slide 81.] 
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to anticipating children <5:] 

How likely are you to consider Jewish-sponsored 
day-care, child-care, and/or pre-school for those children?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Overall sample
response [216]

Orthodox
response [79]

Non-Orthodox
response [130]

Very Likely 59% 86% 43%

Somewhat Likely 21% 4% 32%

Not Very / At All Likely 20% 10% 25%

[N=216 of our adult Jewish respondents who answered yes or maybe to anticipating children < age 5]

Projected Estimates: Across these next five years, our Orthodox households will potentially consider one or more  

of the above for 142 of their little ones.  Their non-Orthodox counterparts will potentially consider Jewish-sponsored 

care for 292 of their little ones. Taken together, Jewish sponsored day-care, child-care, and/or pre-school could be 

considered for as many as 437 Jewish youngsters over the upcoming 5 years.

Observation:  

Our Orthodox respondents

will be the households 

disproportionately seeking 

Jewish-sponsored day-care, 

child-care, and/or pre-school 

for those little ones, just 

as they are today.

Note:  This survey was

undertaken pre-COVID,

and COVID’s impact could 

conceivably affect these 

estimates significantly.
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Note:  This survey was undertaken 

pre-COVID, and COVID’s impact 

could conceivably affect these 

estimates significantly.

[For those who answered yes or maybe to anticipating children <5:] 

How likely are you to consider an 
all-day Jewish-sponsored kindergarten for those children?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Overall sample
response [216]

Orthodox
response [79]

Non-Orthodox
response [130]

Very Likely 48% 88% 25%

Somewhat Likely 20% 9% 26%

Not Very / At All Likely 32% 3% 49%

[N=216 of our adult Jewish respondents who answered yes or maybe to anticipating children < age 5]

Projected Estimates: During the next 5 years, our Orthodox households will potentially consider all-day Jewish 

kindergarten for 150 little ones, or roughly 30 per year.  Their non-Orthodox counterparts will potentially consider Jewish 

kindergarten for 185 little ones, or 37 per year. Taken together, Jewish all-day kindergarten might be considered for as 

many as 335 Jewish youngsters over the upcoming 5 years -- although that could change significantly (particularly for 

our non-Orthodox households) in light of Brighton’s impact on the competitive landscape in the fall of 2021.

Note:  Brighton remains the last school 

district in Monroe County without all-day

kindergarten, but is planning to launch in 

the fall of 2021.  Pittsford implemented 

all-day kindergarten in 2018.

Therefore, going forward, there will soon 

be a full set of secular public school 

alternatives to Jewish-sponsored all-day 

kindergarten.
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to anticipating children <5:] 

How likely are you to consider a 
Jewish day school for those children?
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response [216]

Orthodox
response [79]

Non-Orthodox
response [130]

Very Likely 49% 91% 24%

Somewhat Likely 14% 8% 18%

Not Very / At All Likely 37% 1% 58%

[N=216 of our adult Jewish respondents who answered yes or maybe to anticipating children < age 5]

Projected Estimates: In the future, once they are old enough, our Orthodox households with new children 

< 5 will potentially consider Jewish Day School for 154 of those children.  Their non-Orthodox counterparts 

will potentially consider Jewish Day School for 163 of their children. Taken together, Jewish Day School 

could be considered for as many as 317 Jewish youngsters over the upcoming 5 years and beyond.

Observation:  As they are today, 

our Orthodox respondents will 

once again be the households 

disproportionately considering 

and choosing a Jewish Day 

School for their children.

Note:  This survey was undertaken 

pre-COVID, and COVID’s impact 

could conceivably affect these 

estimates significantly.
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Looking ahead 5 years to the future needs of your household... 
and therefore our Jewish community's future needs...

During the coming 5 years, will your household have any 
children between the ages of 5-12?
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[248]
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response [1644]

Yes  [293] 16% 41% 12%

Maybe [22] 1% 2% 1%

No  [1581] 83% 57% 87%

[N=1,939 of our 2,395 adult Jewish respondents]

Projected Estimates:

Throughout the next 5 years, an estimated 1,156 Jewish households will have roughly 1,539 

school-age children ages 5-12.  An estimated 252 of those youngsters will come from our 

community’s Orthodox households, and the remaining 1,287 from our non-Orthodox households.

Observation:

Although under 5% of our 

region’s Jewish households 

today are Orthodox, their 

families could account for 

approximately 16% of the 

anticipated children ages 

5-12 in our Jewish community 

during the coming five years.
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to children 5-12:] 

How likely are you to want and need an 
all-day Jewish-sponsored kindergarten for those children?
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Non-Orthodox
response [207]

Very Likely 34% 74% 14%

Somewhat Likely 10% 6% 12%

Not Very / At All Likely 56% 20% 74%

[N=315 of our adult Jewish respondents – of whom 293 answered yes, and 22 answered maybe to having children 5-12]

Observation:

Confirming our earlier observation, 

our Orthodox households will be 

the ones disproportionately 

wanting and needing an all-day 

Jewish-sponsored kindergarten 

for their little ones, especially

once Brighton launches its

full-day kindergarten in fall 2021.

[See slide 79 for all-day kindergarten projections]

Note:  This survey was undertaken 

pre-COVID, and COVID’s impact 

could conceivably affect these 

estimates significantly.
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to children 5-12:] 

How likely are they to be enrolled in a 
Hebrew School or Sunday School?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Overall sample
response [315]

Orthodox
response [104]

Non-Orthodox
response [207]

Very Likely 53% 46% 56%

Somewhat Likely 15% 5% 21%

Not Very / At All Likely 32% 49% 23%

[N=315 of our adult Jewish respondents – of whom 293 answered yes, and 22 answered maybe to having children 5-12]

Projected Estimates:    Of the 1,287 school-age children from our region’s non-Orthodox households, a potential 

657 are at least somewhat likely to attend some type of Hebrew or Sunday school programming.  Across the 8 years 

of this 5-12 cohort, this suggests an aspirational potential average of roughly 82 non-Orthodox youth enrolled at 

each grade level across our region’s supplementary schools.  The challenge for these supplementary schools will 

be to inspire and engage both students and their parents to help realize this potential participation.

Observation:  

Our non-Orthodox respondents will be the 

households enrolling their youngsters in 

supplementary Hebrew and/or Sunday School 

programs.

Our Orthodox respondents will likely be using 

bar mitzvah tutoring and other forms of 

supplementary training, as distinct from the 

after-school and Sunday morning educational 

programming conducted by our community’s 

Conservative and Reform synagogues.

Note:  This survey was 

undertaken pre-COVID. 

COVID’s impact could 

conceivably affect these 

estimates significantly.
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to children 5-12:] 

How likely are you to consider a 
Jewish day school for those children?
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response [315]
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response [104]

Non-Orthodox
response [207]

Very Likely 42% 94% 15%

Somewhat Likely 11% 2% 16%

Not Very / At All Likely 47% 4% 69%

[N=315 of our adult Jewish respondents – of whom 293 answered yes, and 22 answered maybe to having children 5-12]

Observation:

Here we confirm again that our 

Orthodox respondents will 

be the households disproportionately 

wanting and needing a Jewish Day 

School for their children.

[See slide 80 for Jewish day school projections.]

Note:  This survey was undertaken 

pre-COVID. COVID’s impact could 

conceivably affect these estimates 

significantly.
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Looking ahead 5 years to the future needs of your household... 
and therefore our Jewish community's future needs...

During the coming 5 years, will your household have any 
teenagers between the ages of 13 and 19?
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Orthodox response
[248]

Non-Orthodox
response [1644]

Yes  [322] 17% 32% 15%

Maybe [12] 1% 2% 0%

No  [1552] 82% 66% 85%

[N=1,939 of our 2,395 adult Jewish respondents]

Projected Estimates:          

Our region’s Jewish community will have an estimated 1,521 teens over the next 5 years.  An estimated 198 will 

come from Orthodox households, and 1,323 from non-Orthodox households.

Observation:

Although under 5% of our 

region’s Jewish households 

today are Orthodox, their 

families could account for 

approximately 13% of the 

anticipated teens (age 13-19)     

in our Jewish community      

over the next five years.

[Note:  For those interested in 

understanding the perspectives  

and priorities of our Jewish teens,  

a separate focused report explores 

the survey findings from 208 

participating teens. Those 208 

teens represent over 12% of all   

the Jewish teens across our region, 

and include 18 who describe 

themselves as either Traditional or 

Modern Orthodox.]
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to teens ages 13-19:] 

How likely are those teens to participate in any 
teen-focused Jewish programming?
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Non-Orthodox
response [246]

Very Likely 49% 67% 43%

Somewhat Likely 26% 20% 28%

Not Very / At All Likely 25% 13% 29%

[N=334 of our adult Jewish respondents – of whom 322 answered yes, and 12 answered maybe to having teens]

Projected Estimates:  The challenge will be to provide our 1521 Jewish teens with 

programming they find meaningful and motivating.  Doing so could potentially 

engage an estimated 118 Orthodox and 566 Non-Orthodox Jewish teens.

Observation:  Our Orthodox teens 

will disproportionately be the ones 

most apt to participate in teen-

focused Jewish programming.     

Yet because there are so many 

more non-Orthodox teens, they 

would still outnumber their 

Orthodox counterparts in terms of 

teen participation. So despite their 

proportionately lower likelihood of 

participating, our community’s  

non- Orthodox teens must still be 

considered when offerings are 

designed and provided.  

Although some offerings may be 

specifically religious or secular or

social in nature, many of our teens 

have suggested that they would 

welcome less silo’d activities and 

experiences in which Jewish teens 

across all denominations can 

connect and participate together.
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[For those who answered yes or maybe to teens ages 13-19:] 

If there were a full-day Jewish Community High School
in Rochester, how likely might you be to consider that school 

for one or more of those teens?
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response [82]

Non-Orthodox
response [246]

Very Likely 14% 46% 4%

Somewhat Likely 12% 16% 10%

Not Very / At All Likely 74% 38% 86%

[N=334 of our adult Jewish respondents – of whom 322 answered yes, and 12 answered maybe to having teens]

Projected Estimates:  Of the 1521 Jewish teens across our region in the five years ahead, parents of an estimated 164 

in total have expressed possible consideration.  Roughly half that interest came from Orthodox and half from non-

Orthodox households.  Across four grades, that could constitute a potentially viable undertaking -- providing the 

school was structured, staffed, and programmed in a way that could accommodate and welcome them all.

Observation:

While the concept of a full-day Jewish 

Community High School was disproportionately

appealing to our Orthodox parents, it was by no 

means a concept solely for them.  Despite the 

fact that our community’s competitive set

provides many outstanding public and private 

high school alternatives, we do find some 

interest in this concept among a small number 

of non-Orthodox households as well.  

Note:  This survey was undertaken pre-

COVID. COVID’s impact could conceivably 

affect these estimates significantly.
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[For those who answered very or somewhat likely to considering 

a full-day Jewish Community High School:] 

In the absence of a Jewish Community High School in Rochester, 
how likely would you be to send your child to a town which has one, 

or to relocate to another area?
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Very Likely 30% 48% 6%

Somewhat Likely 17% 22% 12%

Not Very / At All Likely 53% 30% 82%

[N=87 of our adult Jewish respondents – of whom 48 answered very likely, and 39 answered somewhat likely]

Observation:  

Realistically, this would only

be an Orthodox choice –

but one worth seriously 

considering, given that 35 of our 

Orthodox respondents described 

themselves as very [24] or 

somewhat [11] likely to either 

send their children away or 

leave our community and

relocate.  For a community of 

just over 300 households, that

loss could be significant.



Our next few questions focused 

on the self-described needs of 

our Jewish community’s Baby Boomers.

This page is just for our "Baby Boomers", you who are now in your 

50s, 60s, and 70s.

Jewish communities are understandably focused on keeping young people 

and young families Jewishly engaged, since they are our future. At the same 

time, they are focused on the complex needs of the aging, who are an 

increasing part of our Jewish community.

But in between are our Baby Boomers, who may feel overlooked by our 

Jewish community, or perhaps left out of the offerings designed for those 

younger and older.

What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and engaging our 

region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

Connecting Baby Boomers to Their Community: 

 Our Baby Boomers collectively provided a vast wealth of ideas and opportunities that they believe 
would increase their engagement with and connection to the Jewish community. Boomers want 
ease of access to offerings as well as interesting and relevant interactive gatherings. Among 
their suggestions:  travel experiences (near and far; day trips and longer trips), educational 
experiences, cultural experiences, spiritual opportunities, social action, volunteerism, food 
experiences, special interest groups, camping, bowling, social groups, book groups, etc.  

 Ease of access means [a] scheduling around days and day-parts to accommodate those 
still working and those not; [b] providing or coordinating transportation for those 
reluctant or unable to drive at night; [c] finding venues that avoid burdensome travel. 

 Interesting and relevant interactive gatherings might best be identified by the Boomers 
themselves, echoing a seminal verbatim comment from the Every Voice Counts survey: 
“Nothing about us without us.” As one boomer put it:  

“Bringing together the Jewish organizations in a brainstorming session to identify potential  
engagements. Set up grants  ($100-$500) that boomers can apply for to create something
(Shabbat dinner for other boomers, day trips, etc) - putting the onus on boomers, not
dictating to them.”
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

Our single boomers have reminded us about the importance of  unconditional inclusion.  To feel 
engaged, they cannot feel marginalized. 

”…communal engagement is critical for our age group as we lose loved ones and friends to death or experience friends and 

family moving out of Rochester. We need to address this issue in some way - to keep our community together…”

“There has to be a way to get singles together - I would love to meet both men and women who are ‘of a certain age’ - I 
think there are a lot of lonely people out there who just want to make friends - I'm talking about singles / divorced /lost a 
spouse etc- not empty-nester couples who already have a circle of ‘couple-friends’." 

“Recognize folks divorced and alone” “Most of all…single parents”

 These boomers are seeking the same opportunities for engagement as their non-single peers,
without feeling distinct from – and apart from – their coupled empty-nester counterparts in our 
71% married Jewish community. This echoes a recurring calling for singles-focused offerings 
targeted by age cohort across the full age spectrum, from their 20s on up. Such events can be (but 
need not be) stand-alones, and might even be offered as singles gatherings staged the hour or two 
before some larger community-wide event, or staged as one of the targeted tracks within a larger 
event. 

 The important thing, we’re reminded, is that the real connection will be based on the substance of 
the offering itself, with the fact of being single a secondary dimension. Gathering singles to share 
something that engages them all is far more meaningful and powerful than gathering singles merely 
because they’re single. 
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

 In a broader context, gathering Jews to share something that engages them all is far 

more meaningful and powerful than gathering Jews simply because they are all 

Jewish.  Whether or not that engaging activity is actually Jewish by definition, it 

can become Jewish if shared Jewishly.

 Moreover, avoiding marginalization is often about, but clearly not only about, 
being single. Unconditional welcome needs to include everyone, period. 

“Just need to make everyone feel warmly welcomed at any event/activity. Sadly, people attending alone 

are often ignored by those who just want to be with their friends and family. Perhaps every event should 

include volunteers who are willing to welcome and include those attending alone.”

 Being inclusive, suggest our Boomers, also means providing a wide range of offerings 

that span denominational differences – a message shared with their teen counterparts.

“Providing a range of activities for all Jewish Boomers no matter how observant you are.”

“Continual learning that is interesting, intellectual, inspiring and different. Not religious observances or 
Torah learning, but items that would appeal to a broader range of interests and observance levels.”

“Bring Boomers together in a range of activities that engage them mentally, spiritually, socially, and 
culturally. Bring them together as Jews with activities that are not religious  in nature because of the 
varied levels of observance in the community.” 
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

As one respondent explained, “Boomers are often looking to explore the 
unexplored in their lives.” A sampling of the creative ideas these 
Boomers suggested:

“A Birthright trip for me, who has never been to Israel. I would like to have the same experience my children did.”

“Outdoor adventure experiences - day long bicycling, hiking, kayaking, etc. with a Jewish dimension.”

“Trips to Jewish museums and interesting places like Toronto and NYC.”

“Yiddish lessons! So many of us grew up in families where our parents spoke Yiddish, but didn't teach us because 
they didn't want us to know what they were saying!” 

“I would love Games nights - not computer games - rather, good old fashioned games that promote interaction: 
Parcheesi, Taboo, Scrabble....very light-hearted, fun, non-threatening, you can have fun no matter who is 
there. Ideally this is monthly, so over time you build up a sense of ‘community’ and get to know people 
little by little.” 

“Havurah has worked for us. Those in the havurah could be linked by being from the same temple, being empty 
nesters, parents of teens, or any other Jewish link.” 

“Jewish Retreats. I used to love JCC Camp-Get-Away. Always wished we had the same experience with our 
spouses or significant other.” 

“EXPAND our awareness of progressive, non-denominational approaches to Jewish life as done by IKAR in LA 
and Kavanah in Seattle. Successful venues for all ages and different levels of observance. Invite their 
rabbis here to explore their model. Rochester needs to go beyond traditional borders…”

“Intergenerational program and event to educate grandparents in ways to educate and engage their Jewish 
grandchildren.”

“Not just Boomers but for everyone, have a web site that allows an individual to find any activity or interest they 
might wish to be involved in. Think of it as The Greater ROCHESTER Area Jewish Community website. “
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

 Volunteering was a strong and proud subset of the ideas offered by 
several Boomer respondents.  Clearly, many understand their value as 
experienced community elders, and they are eager to use this time in their 
lives to “give back” to our community in the spirit of Tikkun Olam.

“Baby Boomers have a significant wealth of energy, capabilities, knowledge and institutional memory. They should be 
valued and not kicked to the curb as having old fashion ideas or thoughts. Remember what is new, may also be 
something that is old, just with a new twist.” 

“Outreach, outreach, outreach. There is a font of wisdom out here. People who can tutor, offer encouragement, provide 
attention, time and enrichment to Jewish children of all ages. A trip to the zoo, the Science Center, the Art 
Gallery. Time in nature. Many of us in our 70's have grandchildren who are young adults with busy lives of their 
own. Perhaps you could create something like a Bureau with a catchy name. Parents, and children, could call 
the Bureau made up of these Baby Boomers when a particular need arises, and a match could be made. It 
might be something on the order of the Big Brother and Sister programs.  Only these would be Bubbies and 
Zadies.”

“A mentoring program where Boomers can engage with younger members in our community. Can be anything from 
being an adoptive grandparent to being supportive career wise (younger people love to network) and we are 
seasoned people who have experience, contacts and perhaps money to invest.”

“I would think social action initiatives having Boomer Jews be part of integrated [efforts] to bring the world and its people
together - sounds inspiring.”

“As people retire and have more free time, there should be opportunities to volunteer, not directly for a Jewish 
organization but for a civic cause in a Jewish group, like Paper and Pencils.”

“Because their families are not ‘young’ nor do they need ‘aging services’, Boomers are uniquely positioned for 
volunteerism and to support programming for the community, including the young families and the aging.  They 
are best reached through Federation and their synagogues, but also online/through social media…Recognize 
their wealth of experiences and provide means for them to share.”

“Don't let vast life experience disappear. Milk it to the end by connecting these boomers with schools, and other learning 
events. This would be a win-win for all. Encourage workshops on different topics (based on the Boomers' skills). 
Connect these people to startup businesses, and even to established businesses for consultation as 
necessary.”
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

 From our Boomer’s comments, we learn that some of our community’s 
synagogues have been effectively and enthusiastically engaging Boomer 
congregants, while others seem to be doing less, or doing so in a way that is 
less welcoming and inclusive than it could be. Even for a synagogue, Boomers 
welcome engagement far beyond the sanctuary, with shared activities and 
experiences that create community.

“We're lucky to be at a terrific synagogue with a strong Sisterhood, strong minyan, strong learning opportunities. We're lucky 
that our synagogue provides terrific educational programs such as discussions, lectures, etc. For now, we're as 
‘engaged’ as we desire.”

“I love that my Temple has created programming for this group. I haven't yet attended, but plan to....dinners before/after 
services, day trips, travel opportunities are all good ideas.” 

“I feel very connected to my temple and receive all of the spirituality and religious experiences that I need/want there. I am 
very lucky in that regard.”

“My synagogue has specific programming for Empty Nesters and we participate.  It's great because we're participating with 
our fellow congregants and friends.”

“This is hard, as baby boomers now have so many obligations----work, caring for aging parents, and often deeply involved 
with grandchildren.  Many are also now moving away from Rochester.  My temple does things like brunches with 
speakers, books with bagels, and have tried some social events with differing success.”  

“I am currently spearheading a program that targets this group at Temple Sinai.”

“We are already doing a lot at our temple for the Baby Boomers. We have our Next Stage group which does meet-ups at 
local events, and goes on trips. So far we have done Corning and Buffalo - both day trips -- and a multi day trip to the 
Jewish sites in NYC.”

“Temple Sinai does an excellent job of engaging Baby boomers on all levels.  They are pioneers in this field both locally and
nationally.”

“Jewish themed social gatherings like "Next  Stage" at Temple Sinai”    “Contact Next Stagers at Temple Sinai.”

“There are several groups for Boomers, like Keshet, which are a ‘secret’ unless you belong to the right shul where you see it
in their bulletin. They aren't necessarily closed to [non-]members of that shul, but it would be nice to have publicity 
outside that particular shul.”
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What ideas do you have for reaching, inspiring, and 
engaging our region’s Jewish Baby Boomers?

 A few of our respondents suggest that Boomers who have already engaged and 
connected with our Jewish community will likely continue on that path, while 
Boomers who have not yet engaged and connected are not apt to begin.  They 
question the value of targeting this segment of our community.

“There is so much going on in our community that anyone who wants to be involved Jewishly can easily 

find things to do!!!” 

“It seems to me we Boomers already are engaged.”

“Not optimistic.  Our lifestyles are already set in stone.” 

 There are also a few who warn us that segmenting groups by age is not necessarily 

good for the community.  They’re not telling us not to do it – but remind us to do it 

carefully. Any targeted outreach or offerings should avoid hard edges and not cause 

fragmentation.  In other words, even if we focus on Boomers when creating events in 

terms of content and logistics, we cannot let that focus overshadow a spirit of 

unconditional inclusion. 



Education-Related 

Concluding Summary

and Implications
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Education-Related Concluding Summary

 Let’s start this Concluding Summary by reiterating the key findings from the preceding 
100 slides:

 We are a highly educated Jewish community (70% of us with a bachelors, masters, 
or doctoral degree) but not necessarily highly educated Jewishly.

 When asked about perceived importance for a thriving Jewish community, these 
educational cornerstones, ranked in descending order of % very important:  
Jewish Pre-school 57%, Jewish Day School 48%, Jewish High School 31%, Yeshiva 21%

All four cornerstones are clearly important to our community, but their importance is 
increasingly targeted.  A truly thriving community, we’re reminded, needs to provide 
both widespread and targeted offerings.  

 Here’s what we learned about our adult Jewish respondents: 

o All but 13% have had some sort of formal Jewish education, most of that education (65%) in the 
form of supplementary (after-school) synagogue-based Hebrew School or Sunday School.  

o 55% participated in some kind of Jewish youth and/or teen experiences while growing up.
o 61% had a bar or bat mitzvah… of whom 64% continued on with some sort of Jewish education. 
o We tend to find the Jewish education we choose to engage in as adults more fulfilling [59% great  

or good] than the education we experienced as kids [45% great or good].
o 89% consider lifelong Jewish education at least somewhat important.
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Education-Related Concluding Summary (continued)

 The Jewish education our respondents hope to experience in the future:

o  Active and experiential (doing rather than listening)

o  Example:  Jewish-themed travel, near & far

o  Example:  Hebrew language training

o  Deep substantive discussions led by inspired and inspiring teachers

o  Full-spectrum learning – a vast array of offerings

o  Widespread availability & accessibility in terms of both place and time

o  Education as a way to build bridges and connection – both within our own Jewish community and 
between our community and others

 Here’s what we learned about our adult Jewish respondents’ children & teens: 

o  Roughly 2/3 will have (or already had) a bar or bat mitzvah – of whom roughly half will (or did) 

continue their Jewish educations afterwards.

o  There has been perceived progress across the generations –

42%  My child(ren)’s Jewish education(s) were better than mine was.

11%  My child(ren)’s Jewish education(s) were worse than mine was.

o  Roughly 1/3 of teens enthusiastically participate Jewishly today

Roughly 1/3 reluctantly participate 

Roughly 1/3 won’t or don’t participate

o  1/3 of teens (30%) become less Jewishly engaged over time, most often after bar/bat mitzvah.

o  But among our Orthodox teens, the story is quite different:  2/3 participate enthusiastically, 1/3 
reluctantly, but virtually all participate, and Jewish engagement does not decline over time. 
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Education-Related Concluding Summary (continued)

 75% of all our adult Jewish respondents who now have children or teens sent one or 
more of them to public schools.  But within our sample, our community’s Jewish 
schools were also chosen by: 

28% [106]  Hillel Community Day School

15%  [56]   Derech HaTorah

5%  [17]   Talmudical Institute of Upstate NY

4%  [15]   ORA Academy

 Among those parents whose children didn’t attend a Jewish school, 66% (2/3) said they never 
would consider a Jewish school, but that means that the other 34% (1/3) might conceivably do so.

 Meaningful and motivating overlaps that could reward and reassure current Jewish school families 
while also attracting potential new families to consider Jewish schooling:

O warm, caring environment

O small student-to-faculty ratio

O enthusiastic & creative faculty

O strong secular academic achievement

O strong STEAM program

 All four Jewish schools are very well-perceived by those who know them – but all four might benefit 
by more widespread visibility and awareness within our Jewish community, if that is what those 
schools are seeking.
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Education-Related Concluding Summary (continued)

 Revisiting our age profile, we discover the opposite of a baby boom.  

Dividing our age profile by the number of people per year of age, we find: 
teens at 245/year

school-age children (5-12) at 206/year 

babies & pre-schoolers (< age 5) 184/year

Going forward, that trend continues.  Looking ahead to the next 5 years: 

anticipated new babies & preschoolers (< age 5) are down to 165/year

 Being older, our Jewish community’s mean avg. household size is quite low overall, at 2.1. 
But our Orthodox households tend to be significantly larger than our non-Orthodox households:

Non-Orthodox [N=1997] mean 2.1 Combined Orthodox [N=247] mean 3.5 

And our Traditional Orthodox households tend to be significantly larger than our Modern Orthodox households:

Modern Orthodox [N=153] mean 2.9 Traditional Orthodox [N=112] mean 4.3

 Realistically, under 5% of our region’s Jewish community today is Orthodox. Yet over the coming five years, 
because of earlier marriages and higher birth rates, our Orthodox households could account for 20% of our 
anticipated little ones < age 5, 16% of our children 5-12, and 13% of our teens.

 This finding becomes important when we try and anticipate the education-related needs of our Jewish 
community, since our Orthodox families will be the ones with the highest propensity to choose for their 
children Jewish–sponsored day-care, child-care and/or pre-school; Jewish-sponsored all-day kindergarten; 
and Jewish day school.  

 They would also have the highest propensity to choose for their teens a full-day Jewish community high 
school if one was founded here.  If not, as many as 35 of our Orthodox respondents might either send those 
teens elsewhere for their schooling -- or consider leaving our community, which could represent a potentially 
serious loss. 
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Concluding Summary Implications

 We discover strong and widespread receptivity towards lifelong Jewish education 
across all ages and stages. But a critical caveat emerges. When people are highly 
educated and highly skilled in most dimensions of their lives, they tend to shy 
away from those areas in which they don’t feel educated, comfortable and 
competent. We cannot assume that our Jewish community’s being educated and 
accomplished (with 71% having achieved a bachelors, masters or doctoral 
degree) means that they are Jewishly educated, accomplished, and comfortably 
competent. 

 So educational opportunities represent fertile ground for community engagement, 
and lifelong Jewish education is certainly to be encouraged and promoted. But 
building community connection via shared educational experiences requires that 
we create an educational environment in which all can feel comfortable and 
welcome -- and no one is ever stigmatized or marginalized, irrespective of their 
starting point in that educational journey. 
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Concluding Summary Implications

 Like other small Jewish communities around the country, Rochester has always 
struggled to maintain its Jewish day schools.  But without a Jewish day school 
presence, it would be extremely difficult to attract and retain Jewish 
professionals, or anyone seeking a Jewish day school education for their 
children. Even if enrollment numbers are relatively modest, we need to make 
certain that we can support and retain that educational alternative for those  
who need it, if we are to continue to thrive as an inclusive Jewish community.

 Moreover, this realization is not only about Jewish day schools.  As a small-sized 
Jewish community, we are under assault now, with so many of our Jewish 
communal entities facing the possibility of extinction. COVID has forced us --
and our Jewish community’s funders -- to question and reassess our priorities, 
just as COVID could impact the choices we make going forward, in ways we 
cannot yet imagine or predict. 

 Even as we focus on engaging and connecting those who have in the past not
been part of the mainstream of our community, we clearly cannot neglect those 
who have been our community’s loyal participative core  Conversely, 
strengthening and reinforcing our community from its core doesn’t mean 
ignoring, forgetting, or overlooking our outliers. Both become critical priorities 
when the risk is existential and our communal survival is at stake.  
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Concluding Summary Implications

 The starting point requires rescuing and strengthening and supporting 
the connective institutional nucleus of our Jewish communal life – the 
JCC, the synagogues, the Federation, the agencies, the schools.  

 Yet when we look to strengthening our central core, we’re not talking 
about simply reinforcing the way things used to be in the old normal.  
We’re talking about re-imagining and re-engineering that core to 
survive the new normal, with all the things we’ve discovered about the 
future. 

 We can’t, for example, be weighed down by our bricks and mortar, or by 
rigidly holding onto outdated dues-paying membership paradigms. We 
need to take everything we’ve learned about an inclusive community via 
Every Voice Counts to co-create a post-COVID long-term sustainable 
model for successful engagement and connection.
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Concluding Summary Implications

 Like other Jewish communities throughout the world, Rochester now 
demographically reflects what is happening elsewhere, with the Orthodox 
having much larger families, and becoming therefore an increasing and 
disproportionate presence within our community.

 This was already happening in other Jewish communities – even in Israel –
and now it is happening here in Rochester. With that Orthodox presence 
comes a cluster of educational needs as well as human service needs.  
These are challenges that Rochester’s Jewish community, like all other 
Jewish communities around the world, will need to grapple with. Yet this 
need not become a divisive or silo’d undertaking if we approach it as a 
united and connected community.  

 What we learned from our teens is reflected in the insights of our Jewish 
adults:  That silos are dysfunctional.  They are antithetical to connection, 
and no longer relevant. We need to strengthen and re-engineer our 
community in non-denominational ways. Every silo we replace with a 
bridge makes us a better, more resilient, and more robust community –
both with respect to Jewish education and beyond.  



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester
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