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Survey data tells us stories.

With a sample comprised of 
2,395 Jewish adult participants,

here’s what we learned about 
who we are Jewishly,
in terms of practice, attitudes, affinities, etc.

[Note:  While the perspective of our 208 Jewish teens is fully explored in its 
own teen-focused report, glimpses into that perspective are selectively 
inserted here for the sake of comparison whenever relevant and insightful.]  

[Overall Jewish Adult Sample N=2,395]
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Which of the following describe you?
[Please choose all that apply from the list below:]

A. I was born and/or 
raised Jewish – or have 
converted to Judaism

B. I consider myself 
Jewish

C. One or more of my 
parents or  
grandparents are / 
were Jewish

D. While I myself am not 
Jewish, I live in a 
household with one or 
more Jewish household 
members

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

A B C D

[Overall Jewish Adult Sample N=2,395]

80%

58% 55%

3%

N =  2,362         1,713        1,631          75   



Which of the following best describes your 

current involvement with the 

Rochester Region’s Jewish Community?

[Please choose all that apply to you:]

A. I’m deeply and/or 
actively involved [772]

B. I’m often involved, but 
not deeply and/or 
actively [522]

C. I’m occasionally involved 
[568]

D. I’m rarely or never 
involved [418]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

A B C D

35%

23% 25%
19%

With nearly 1 respondent in 5 [19%] rarely 
or never involved in our Jewish community,
this survey has listened to 418 voices that
rarely or never get heard.  



[ASKING THOSE 418 WHO DESCRIBED THEMSELVES AS RARELY OR NEVER INVOLVED:]

Which of the following best explain 

your relationship with the 

Rochester Region’s Jewish Community?

[Please choose all that apply to you:]

A. While I’m not very involved, 
that’s been my choice. I’ve 
never felt excluded.  [201]

B. I wouldn’t mind being involved, I’ve 
just had other priorities.  [77]

C. Even though I’m Jewish, I don’t feel 
a sense of belonging. [65]

D. I’m not sure what a Jewish 
community could offer me that’s 
relevant and meaningful.  [53]

E. I’d like to be more involved, but not 
sure where to start.  [38]

F. I live too far from Rochester to feel 
part of their Jewish community [36]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

A B C D E F

50%

19%
16%

13%

Although half tell us they’ve never felt
excluded, perhaps now (having shared 
their voices in our survey) they’ll feel 
more included, and be more apt to engage 
with our Jewish community in the future --
assuming we can offer something that 
they’ll find meaningful and motivating, 
and offer it in a warm and welcoming way. 
And that’s what this survey is really about. 

10%
9%



[Our survey script’s transition into this question set:]

Now a few questions to better understand your Jewish 

perspective. 

There are no right or wrong answers, and all your input 

throughout this survey  -- whether positive, negative, 

or mixed -- will be welcomed and appreciated.



What we’ve learned about the 
many ways we embrace our Jewish-ness
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Which dimensions of Jewish-ness (if any) do you 
personally embrace and feel warmly towards? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

the values

the traditions

the history

the holidays

the food

the humor

the peoplehood

the rituals

the spirituality

the religious practice

all of the above

none of the above

77%
74%
70%
69%
68%
62%
54%
53%
49%
39%

42%
<1%

Overall Jewish Adult Sample [N=2,395]



Our survey later asked “Which of the following most closely describes how 
you see yourself today?” and the next set of slides provides the response 
profiles of those who self-identified as either 

o Traditional Orthodox or Modern Orthodox  [248] 
o Conservative [499]
o Reform [765]
o Reconstructionist, Post-denominational, Non-Denominational, 

Culturally Jewish, or Just Jewish / No Other Label Needed  [N=664]

While the prior slide provides an overview of 
all our Jewish adult respondents combined, 
how does one’s denominational affinity 
impact their perspective?

This is a number high enough to 
be noteworthy – as our survey 
sample’s second largest 
denominational segment, 
outnumbered only by those who 
self-identify as Reform.
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Which dimensions of Jewish-ness (if any) do you personally 
embrace and feel warmly towards? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

all of the above

the values

the traditions

the holidays

the religious practice

the rituals

this history

the spirituality

the peoplehood

the food

the humor

none of the above

74%

71%

68%

68%

67%

67%

65%

60%

57%

56%

52%

0%

The Traditional Orthodox or Modern Orthodox Perspective [N=248]



13

Which dimensions of Jewish-ness (if any) do you personally 
embrace and feel warmly towards? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

the traditions

the values

the holidays

the history

the food

the rituals

the humor

the peoplehood

the spirituality

the religious practice

all of the above

none of the above

80%
78%
78%
73%
72%
65%
64%
61%
54%
52%

42%
0%

The Conservative Perspective [N=499]
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Which dimensions of Jewish-ness (if any) do you personally 
embrace and feel warmly towards? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

the values

the traditions

the holidays

the history

the food

the humor

the peoplehood

the rituals

the spirituality

the religious practice

all of the above

none of the above

81%
77%
74%
73%
72%
64%
57%
52%
51%
36%

40%
<1%

The Reform Perspective [N=765]
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Which dimensions of Jewish-ness (if any) do you personally 
embrace and feel warmly towards? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

the values

the traditions

the history

the food

the humor

the holidays

the peoplehood

the spirituality

the rituals

the religious practice

all of the above

none of the above

80%
74%
73%
70%
68%
67%
55%
44%
43%
25%

28%
1%

The Perspective of those who self-identify as either Reconstructionist, Post-denominational, 
Non-denominational, Culturally Jewish, or Just Jewish / No Other Label Needed  [N=664]



Which dimensions of Jewish-ness (if any) do you 
personally embrace and feel warmly towards? 

Orthodox Conservative Reform Everyone Else

Values 71% 78% 81% 80%

Traditions 68% 80% 77% 74%

History 65% 73% 73% 73%

Holidays 68% 78% 74% 67%

Food 56% 72% 72% 70%

Humor 52% 64% 64% 68%

Peoplehood 57% 61% 57% 55%

Rituals 67% 65% 52% 43%

Spirituality 60% 54% 51% 44%

Religious practice 67% 52% 36% 25%

All of these 74% 42% 40% 28%

None of these 0% 0% <1% 1%

A Few Observations:  Some dimensions, like values, are widely embraced across denominations. 
Others, like religious practice, are increasingly embraced among the more observant. 
And ¾ of our Orthodox respondents embrace all of these Jewish dimensions.
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Observations:

 No matter how you self-identify in terms of denomination 
or lack thereof, nearly none of our survey participants 
[< 1%] were unable to identify some aspect of their 
Judaism to personally embrace and feel warmly 
towards. Most identified a whole cluster of dimensions 
they find Jewishly meaningful.

 The most universally shared and embraced 
dimensions are Judaism’s values and traditions.   
Also widely shared are the history, holidays, peoplehood, 
food and humor.  Least widely shared are religious 
practice, rituals, and spirituality.  Not surprisingly, the 
latter rank higher among our Orthodox participants than 
their less-observant counterparts.  But even from their 
more-observant perspective, Judaism’s most-widely-
embraced treasures are its values and traditions.   
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76%  Something that makes me different in a good way
75%  Something I’m proud of
75%  Something I’m comfortable being
75%  A history and tradition I’m glad to be part of
73%  An important part of who I am
51%  Something cool
45%  Something that makes me feel like I belong

20%  Something I’m curious about and wish I knew more about

18%  An obligation that sometimes gets in the way of other things 
I’d rather be doing

10%   Something that makes me feel like I don’t belong
4%   Something that embarrasses me or makes me uncomfortable
4%   Something I’m uncomfortable being
2%   Something that makes me different in a bad way

On a related note, here was a question we asked our Jewish teens,

to see how they felt about their own Jewishness:

What does being Jewish mean to you? 
[Please choose any of these descriptions that apply to you:]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observation:  Overall, this is a very encouraging response profile

in terms of our teens’ embracing their Jewishness positively.
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And our teens offered powerful and insightful verbatims 
when asked in an open-ended way about their Jewishness:

How would you finish this sentence?
“Being Jewish makes me feel…”

Emerging Themes:  Most participating teens described themselves as 
feeling happy /  empowered / proud to be part of the Jewish 
community, and connected to its amazing history.  Alongside many 
heart-warming descriptions, a sprinkling of less-than-fully-positive 
feelings were also expressed.  

 “Like I'm a part of a strong and loving community”
 “Jewish - it's an important part of who I am”
 “Happy and proud that I get to be part of such a beautiful and special nation”
 “Like I'm part of one big family”
 “Like I am a part of a very long and fundamentally important narrative.”
 “Absolutely awesome and aware of what life really means.”
 “Like a part of something bigger than myself.”
 “Loved and part of a community.”
 “Proud, Belonging, Confident, Aware of my purpose, Sense of Responsibility.”
 “Like I belong to a community that is bigger than myself and I am comfortable 

within.”

 “Proud of my past, nervous for my future.”
 “Proud, but also like I don't belong in my non-Jewish school.”

[N=208 Teen Respondents]



What we’ve learned about
Jewish Friendships
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Now some questions to better understand more about ourselves Jewishly. 
Once again, please remember that there are no right or wrong answers here.

Of your 5 closest friends today, how many are Jewish?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

0 1 2 3 4 all 5

adult response 7% 10% 14% 15% 18% 36%

[Overall Jewish Adult Sample N=2,395]

Overall mean average = 3.4 Jewish friends
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Of your five closest friends, 

how many are Jewish?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

adult response teen response

0 7% 17%

1 10% 17%

2 14% 20%

3 15% 14%

4 18% 11%

all 5 36% 21%

[N=2,395 Jewish adults and 208 Jewish Teens]

Observation:  These two response profiles differ significantly 

for our Jewish adults versus our Jewish teens.  

Teen average = 2.5 closest friends are Jewish 

Adult average = 3.4 closest friends are Jewish
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Of your five closest friends, 

how many are Jewish?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

senior 70+ responseall adult response teen response

0 4% 7% 17%

1 7% 10% 17%

2 12% 14% 20%

3 15% 15% 14%

4 18% 18% 11%

all 5 45% 36% 21%

[N=2,395 Jewish adults and 208 Jewish Teens]

Observation:  These three response profiles 

differ even more strikingly. Comparing our 

Jewish elders, overall adults, and teens,  

the older we are, the more

Jewish friends we tend to have:

Teen average = 2.5 closest friends are Jewish 

Overall Adult average = 3.4 closest friends are Jewish

Age 70+ Adult average = 3.7 closest friends are Jewish



What we’ve learned about 
our survey participants’

Jewish Traditions & Practices
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These days, do you or anyone in your household...

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

participate in a Passover seder**

light Chanukah candles**

celebrate Purim (with or without costumes)

light candles Friday night**

build, decorate, or visit a sukkah

always usually sometimes never

Overall Jewish Adult Sample [N=2,395]

79%

70%

27%

23%

22% 41%

34%

29%

10%

17%

14%

13%

12%

34%

26%

25%
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These days, do you or anyone in your household...

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

2019 Passover seder

2010 Passover Seder

2019 Chanukah candles

2010 Chanukah candles

2019 candles Friday night

2010 candles Friday night

Overall 2019 Jewish Adult Sample [N=2,395]

79%

70%

23%

29%

81%

75%

Observation:  Three of these practices were asked about in 2010, and all were marginally 
higher than today. While this might be interpreted as declining practice, it is more apt to 
reflect 2019’s broader outreach and the inclusion of more of our unaffiliated / marginally 
affiliated Jews. That said, two of these practices – Passover seders and Chanukah candles 
– remain broadly entrenched and widely practiced Judaic cornerstones.    
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles
Holocaust Play, M ovie, Book, Program, M useum 

Heard a Holocaust Survivor Speak
Studied the Holocaust in School

Had a Bar or Bat M itzvah
Shabbat Candles

Built  or Been in a Sukkah
Jewish Summer Camp

Sunday School /  Hebrew School
Jewish Youth Group

PJ Library
Israel Without M y Family

Israel With M y Family
Jewish Day School

For comparison, here is the response profile
when our teens were asked about their Jewish exposure: 

Which of these, if any, have you experienced?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

95%

95%

95%

92%

90%

90%

90%

88%

87%

85%

62%

41%

37%

23%

16%

Observation:  Perhaps owing to the variety of ways we reached 

out to teens to encourage them to participate in the survey, our 

participating teens have been exposed to a wide range of 

Jewish experiences. Here again, we see Passover Seders

and Chanukah Candles as the most pervasive experiences .
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These days, do you or anyone in your household...

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

keep Kosher at home

keep Kosher outside your home

consider yourselves Shomer Shabbat

Yes No

Overall Jewish Adult Sample [N=2,395]

34% 66%

22%

13% 87%

78%
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These days, do you or anyone in your household...

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

2019 Kosher at Home

2010 Kosher at Home

2019 Kosher Outside

2010 Kosher Outside

2019 Shomer Shabbat

2010 Shomer Shabbat

Overall 2019 Jewish Adult Sample [N=2,395]

34%

22%

13%

7%

30%

15%

Observation:  These practices were also asked about in 2010, and all were 
lower than today. Rather than suggesting increasing practice, it is again 
more apt to reflect 2019’s broader outreach and the intentional inclusion of 
more of our community’s most observant Jews, because Every Voice Counts.      
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Do you have a mezuzah on your door(s)?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 30% 7% 48% 15%

Yes, outside 

the house

Yes, inside 

the house

Both inside 

and outside
No

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:  85% of our survey 
participants have at least one 
mezuzah on their doors, and all but 
7% of them do so publically [i.e. on 
the outside of their homes].

[Note that in 2010,
these numbers were 
closely comparable.]



What we’ve learned about 
our survey participants denominationally
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25%

50%

75%

100%

Orthodox Conservative Reform Just Jewish etc.
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Which of the following most closely describes 
how you see yourself today? 
[Please choose all that apply:]

Traditional Orthodox [113] 6%
Modern Orthodox [153] 8%

Conservative [499] 27%

Reform [765] 41%

Culturally Jewish [438] 23%
Just Jewish (no other label needed) [263] 14%
Non-denominational [39] 2%
Reconstructionist [28] 2%
Post-denominational [25] 1%

Ashkenazi [440] 24%
Sephardic [68] 4%

Other [88] 5%

14%

42%

14%

27%

41% 42%



0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Orthodox Conservative Reform Just Jewish etc.
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Which of the following most closely describes 
how you were raised?

[Please choose all that apply:]

Traditional Orthodox [182] 10%
Modern Orthodox [152] 8%

Conservative [671] 36%

Reform [497] 27%

Culturally Jewish [336] 18%
Just Jewish (no other label needed) [165] 9%
Non-denominational [29] 2%
Reconstructionist [10] <1%
Post-denominational [1] <1%

Ashkenazi [327] 18%
Sephardic [51] 3%

Other [174] 9%

18%

30%

18%

36%

27%
30%
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Which of the following most closely describes 
how you see yourself today? 
[Please choose all that apply:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Reform Conservat
ive

Ashkenazi Culturally
Jewish

 Just
Jewish

Modern
Orthodox

Traditional
Orthodox

Other Sephardic Non-
denominat

ional

Reconstru
ctionist

Post-
denominat

ional

% today 41% 27% 24% 23% 14% 8% 6% 5% 4% 2% 2% 1%
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Which of the following most closely describes 
how you were raised?

[Please choose all that apply:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Conservat
ive

Reform Culturally
Jewish

Ashkenazi Traditional
Orthodox

Other Just
Jewish

Modern
Orthodox

Sephardic Non-
denominat

ional

Reconstru
ctionist

Post-
denominat

ional

% today 36% 27% 18% 18% 10% 9% 9% 8% 3% 2% 1% 0%
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Which of the following most closely describes 
how you see yourself today? 

BY
Which of the following most closely describes 

how you were raised?

Raised Today Change
Traditional Orthodox 10% 6% -4 p.p.

Modern Orthodox 8% 8% NC

Total Orthodox 18% 14% -4 p.p.

Conservative 36% 27% -9 p.p.

Reform 27% 41% +14 p.p.

Culturally Jewish 18% 23% +5 p.p.

Just Jewish etc. etc. 12% 19% +7 p.p.

Ashkenazi 18% 24% +6 p.p.

Sephardic 3% 4% +1 p.p.

Other 9% 5% -4 p.p.

3
0

%

4
2

% +12 p.p.

[Note:  This chart is arranged in descending order of observance]
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Which of the following most closely describes 
how you see yourself today? 

BY
Which of the following most closely describes 

how you were raised?

Today Raised Change
Reform 41% 27% +14 p.p.

Conservative 27% 36% -9 p.p.

Culturally Jewish 23% 18% +5 p.p.

Just Jewish etc. etc. 19% 12% +7 p.p.

Total Orthodox 14% 18% -4 p.p.

Modern Orthodox 8% 8% NC

Traditional Orthodox 6% 10% -4 p.p.

Ashkenazi 24% 18% +6 p.p.

Sephardic 4% 3% +1 p.p.

Other 5% 9% -4 p.p.

4
2

%

3
0

% +12
p.p.

[Note:  This chart is arranged in descending order of current identity (% Today)]
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

R ef orm

[ A shkenazi]

C onservat ive 

Just  Jewish - -  no  o t her label needed

[ Sephard ic]

N ot  Jewish enough t o  even have a label

T rad it ional Ort hodox

M odern Ort hodox

Some o t her descrip t ion*

R econst ruct ionist

For comparison, here is the response profile when our teens were asked 
about their denominational affinity:

Which of these best describe you?
[Please choose whichever apply:]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

52%

[37%]

19%

16%

[10%]

5%

5%

4%

2%

0%

105

[74]

38

32

[21]

11

10

8

3*

0

% N

[*3 “other” specified responses included 
2 Agnostics and 1 “Atheist but Jewish beliefs”]



What we’ve learned about
Ritual Observance 

and 
Jewish Community Involvement
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All things considered, over time has your level of 
Jewish ritual observance

increased, decreased, or remained about the same?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 34% 26% 40%

Increased Decreased About the Same

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:
While this response is anchored in the
“remained about the same” response,
there is a positive 8 p.p. differential
between “increased” vs “decreased”,
collectively suggesting the opposite of net 
dilution in terms of Jewish ritual observance 
among our survey participants.

While 1 in 4 (26%) have decreased their ritual 
observance, they are out-numbered by those 1 in 3 
(34%) who have instead increased their observance. 
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2010 Response for Historical Comparison:   
All things considered, over time has your level of Jewish ritual observance 
increased, decreased, or remained about the same?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

increased decreased about the same

% response 33% 21% 46%

[2010 N = 2,334]

12 p.p. net increase

Observation:  2019’s net increase 
echoes the shape of our 2010 
response when the same question 
was asked.  
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And over time, has your 
involvement with the Jewish community 

increased, decreased, or remained about the same?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 39% 23% 38%

Increased Decreased About the Same

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:
And here we find a positive 16 p.p. differential 
between “increased” vs “decreased”,
suggesting that over time more of our survey
participants have become increasingly involved with 
our Jewish community than have backed away from 
our community.

So nearly 1 in 4 of our survey participants (23%) 
have been decreasing their community involvement, 
yet they are out-numbered by the 39% who have 
instead been increasing their involvement.
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How closely correlated are ritual observance and 
community involvement? Are they linked at all?

Ritual Observance

Community 

Involvement

Increased Decreased Remained 
the Same

(Total)

Increased 25% 4% 10% (39%)

Decreased 2% 15% 6% (23%)

Remained the Same 7% 7% 24% (38%)

(Total) (34%) (26%) (40%) (100%)

Observation:  Statistically, this correlation is a significant one,
although the linkage doesn’t imply causality. The two simply tend
to “travel together”.  In other words, increasing one’s ritual observance 
rarely means withdrawing from the community. And increasing one’s 
community involvement rarely means decreasing ritual observance. 
Encourage one, and you might well end up encouraging the other.



What we’ve learned about
Dating and Marrying Jewishly, 
and Raising Jewish Children
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0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 56% 23% 9% 12%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 74% 18% 3% 5%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 46% 28% 13% 13%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[Asking our Jewish Adult Respondents who have one or more children / teens:]

How important is it to you that the people your children date are Jewish?
How important is it to you that the people your children marry are Jewish?

How important is it to you that your children raise their children Jewishly?

[N= 424 Jewish Parents of Children ages 5-12 and/or Teens ages 13-19]

Importance of 
Dating Jewishly

Importance of
Raising Their
Children Jewishly

Importance of
Marrying Jewishly

46% Very

74% Very

56% Very

A very interesting hierarchy of priorities:

Dating (46%)

Marrying (56%) 

Raising the Next Generation of Jewish Kids (74%)



46

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 41% 34% 12% 13%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 59% 27% 6% 8%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 38% 35% 14% 13%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[Asking our Jewish Adult Respondents who have one or more grandchildren:]

How important is it to you that the people your grandchildren date are Jewish?
How important is it to you that the people your grandchildren marry are Jewish?

How important is it to you that your grandchildren raise their children Jewishly?

[N= 721 Jewish Grandparents]

Importance of 
Dating Jewishly

Importance of
Raising Their
Children Jewishly

Importance of
Marrying Jewishly

38% Very

59% Very

41% Very

The same interesting hierarchy of priorities:

Dating (38%)

Marrying (41%) 

Raising the Next Generation of Jewish Kids (59%)
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The Perspectives of 

Parents versus Grandparents:

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Dating Jewishly Marrying Jewishly Raising Jewish
Kids

Parents 46% 56% 74%

Grandparents 38% 41% 59%

[424 Jewish Parents with children and/or teens + 721 Jewish Grandparents]

Observation: In each instance, proportionately more parents than 

grandparents considered it very important to do these things Jewishly.



48

[Asking our Teens:]

How important is it to you 
that the people you date are Jewish?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 14% 29% 29% 28%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[N= 208 Jewish Teens]

Observation:
This is a significantly different
response profile.  On the issue
of dating Jewishly, our teens 
have a very different perspective 
from that of their parents and 
grandparents.   
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[Asking our Teens:]

How important is it to you 
that the people you date are Jewish?

[N=208 Local Jewish Teens]
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25%

50%

75%

100%

13-15 5% 26% 33% 35%

16-19 21% 31% 25% 23%

Very important
Somewhat 

important

Not very 

important

Not at all 

important

Observation:  Yet interestingly, among teens the 

perceived importance of dating Jewishly seems to 

increase with age, with twice as many 16-19 year olds 

choosing very or somewhat important [62% vs 31%], 

and four times as many choosing very [21% vs 5%].
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Is yours an interfaith household or family – where one or more 
members are Jewish, and one or more members are not Jewish?
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100%

% response 23% 77%

Yes No

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

In our counting questions, we shifted our focus 
from household (those currently living 
together in the same home or apartment) to 
family (i.e. including children and stepchildren, 
even those now grown and living elsewhere).  

We learned that 58% of those (step)children 
are now grown, with households of their own, 
and  36% are currently married.  We also 
learned that:  

40% of our survey respondents’ grown 
(step)children are in interfaith 
relationships today.

Our respondents’ grown (step)children 
have an inter-marriage rate of 64%.  

[This intermarriage rate echoes the 2013 Pew 
study’s nationwide estimates of 58%, with 
more recent estimates even higher, and non-
Orthodox intermarriage estimates over 70%.] 

Note:  This is just an abbreviated
set of inter-faith questions, with
a separate focused report dedicated
specifically to the perspectives and
needs of our interfaith respondents
and their households and families.
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[Asking those in Inter-faith households or families:]

Are the children / grandchildren in this interfaith family / 
household being raised Jewishly?

A. They’re all being raised 
Jewishly

B. They’re being raised in a 
combination of faiths

C. Some are being raised 
Jewishly, others not

D. This is a non-religious 
household / family

E. They’re being raised in a faith 
other than Judaism

F. We have no children or 
grandchildren

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 38% 20% 12% 12% 7% 15%

A B C D E F

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:
While the most often-cited modal response [38%] 
was that they’re all being raised Jewishly, in 
nearly two-thirds of these families [62%] that is 
not the case.  As we have found, dating and 
marrying within the religion is valued, but raising
Jewish children is seen as even more important.
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[Asking those in Inter-faith households or families:]
How warmly welcomed -- and included – have you and your 

interfaith household / family members felt within our Jewish Community?  
[If they don’t live locally, have they felt comfortable and warmly welcomed 

when they come to visit?]
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50%

75%

100%

% response 48% 37% 5% 3% 7%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All It Varies

[N= 429 Adult Jewish respondents in Interfaith households / families]

Observation:
52% of our respondents have felt
that their interfaith household or
family has been somewhat less than 
very warmly welcomed and included 
in our Jewish Community. For lots more
insight into this topic, we invite you to
the Every Voice Counts focused report 
on Inter-faith Families and Households. 



What we’ve learned about 
synagogue attendance, 

membership, 
and engagement
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These days, how frequently do you 
attend synagogue services?

A. Never

B. Never except for 
weddings / Bar Mitzvahs

C. Only for high holidays, 
weddings, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvahs

D. A few times a year

E. About once a month

F. A few times a month

G. Weekly

H. Daily

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 7% 9% 18% 24% 13% 11% 14% 4%

A B C D E F G H

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:
Only 7% of our Jewish adult respondents
never attend synagogue services.  High holidays
and celebrations bring 27% into the sanctuary.
The most frequent response, chosen by 1 in 4
(24%), was a few times a year.  But 18%
attend either weekly or daily.  

On the slide which follows, we’ll look at that 
response by age. 
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These days, how frequently do you 
attend synagogue services?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 
60s

70s, 80s, 
90s

All Jewish 
Adults 

Never 6% 7% 6% 7%

Never except weddings & bar mitzvahs 6% 9% 11% 9%

Only High Holidays, weddings, bar mitzvahs 17% 19% 17% 18%

A few times a year 26% 25% 22% 24%

About once a month 11% 13% 14% 13%

A few times a month 8% 11% 12% 11%

Weekly 16% 13% 16% 14%

Daily 9% 3% 3% 4%

Observation:  This synagogue attendance profile is surprisingly consistent 
across generational age cohorts.

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[1,883][432] [832]         [619]
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These days, how frequently do you 
attend synagogue services?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

never

never except weddings / Bar Mitzvahs

high holidays, weddings, Bar Mitzvahs

a few times a year

about once a month

a few times a month

weekly

daily

never
never except

weddings / Bar
Mitzvahs

high holidays,
weddings, Bar

Mitzvahs

a few times a
year

about once a
month

a few times a
month

weekly daily

2019 response 7% 9% 18% 24% 13% 11% 14% 4%

2010 response 4% 9% 20% 28% 16% 11% 14% 3%

[N = 2,334 in 2010.  N = 2,395 in 2019.]

Historical observation:
Attendance at synagogue
services is for the most part 
surprisingly similar to what we 
found in 2010.  

The fact that “never” is higher today 
[nearly double, from 4% to 7%] is 
likely the result of having reached out 
more inclusively to our community’s 
unaffiliated Jews with 2019’s Every 
Voice Counts survey.
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How often do you leave synagogue inspired, uplifted, calmer, 
and/or feeling that you’ve just had a meaningful experience?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 27% 58% 15%

Always Sometimes Never

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Clearly the most
often-chosen 
response.
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How often do you leave synagogue inspired, 
uplifted, calmer, and/or feeling that you’ve 

just had a meaningful experience?

Always Sometimes Never

20s, 30s, 40s  [407] 31% 57% 12%

50s, 60s  [771] 27% 59% 14%

70s, 80s, 90s  [584] 23% 59% 18%

All responding Jewish Adults combined [1,762] 27% 58% 15%

Observation:  This synagogue inspirational profile differs  
directionally by age.  Interestingly, the older the respondent,

the less impactful the synagogue experience.   

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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How often do you leave synagogue inspired, 
uplifted, calmer, and/or feeling that you’ve 

just had a meaningful experience?

Always Sometimes Never

Orthodox [Traditional + Modern]  [258] 45% 51% 4%

Reform  [734] 27% 61% 12%

Conservative  [484] 22% 63% 15%

Just Jewish / Culturally Jewish / etc. etc.  [672] 18% 60% 22%

All responding Jewish Adults combined [1,762] 27% 58% 15%

Observation:  This synagogue inspirational profile differs more significantly
between various streams of Judaic practice.  In general, the less

denominationally observant, the less impactful the synagogue experience,
although perceptions of the Reform experience are slightly more positive 

than perceptions of the Conservative experience. 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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Is your household currently a dues-paying member of any 
local temple or synagogue? [Please choose one:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 63% 8% 14% 15%

Yes, to one 

temple / 

synagogue

Yes, to more 

than one 

No, and never 

have been

Used to be, 

but no longer 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

We’ve been told that Rochester’s
Jewish community has always 
had a relatively high level
of synagogue membership. The
landmark Pew Report from 2013, 
for example, cites the comparable
number as 39% of all American 
Jewish households -- significantly 
lower than our Rochester findings.  
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Is your household currently a dues-paying member of any 
local temple or synagogue? [Please choose one:]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

2019 response 63% 8% 14% 15%

2010 response 70% 6% 12% 12%

Yes, to one 

temple / 

synagogue

Yes, to more 

than one 

No, and never 

have been

Used to be, 

but no longer 

[N= 2,334 in 2010, and 2,395 in 2019]

Historical Observation:
Our own 2019 and 2010 
synagogue membership 
contours, however, are 
reassuringly similar, with 
a few noteworthy 
changes.  

With 7 p.p. fewer survey 
respondents now belonging to 
one synagogue, while 3 p.p. 
more used to belong but no 
longer do, and 2 p.p. more 
have never been members –
all likely reflect the impact of 
both real membership 
declines and the inclusion of 
more religiously unaffiliated 
voices in 2019, although those 
two factors can’t cleanly be 
untangled. 

On the other hand, the 2 p.p. 
increase in those now 
belonging to more than one 
synagogue may reflect the 
impact of including more of 
our observant community 
members in our 2019 survey.
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Which of the following, if any, does your 
household belong to and pay dues to? 

[Please choose all that apply]

28% Temple Beth El (Rochester) [369]

24% Temple B'rith Kodesh [318]

20% Temple Sinai  [264]

12% Congregation Beth Sholom [150] 

6%  Congregation Beth Hakneses 
Hachodosh  [80]

4%  Temple Beth David  [52]

4%  Chabad (Brighton, Pittsford, UR, or 
RIT)  [50]

4%  Congregation Light of Israel  [50]

3% Temple Emanu-El (Rochester) [35]

2% Congregation Khal Bnei Yeshivos [25]

2% Temple Beth Am [20]

1% Congregation Beth Hamedresh-Beth 
Israel [16]

1% Temple Beth El (Geneva) [15]

1% Congregation Etz Chaim [13]

<1% Temple Emanu-El (Batavia) [7]

5% Other / None of the above       
(i.e. A synagogue elsewhere,    
beyond our region)  [62]

The percentages above are the % of the 1,323 who responded to this survey question. The bracketed 
numbers are the number of our survey respondents’ households belonging to each listed synagogue.
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Whether or not your household pays dues, within the past few years have you or 
any member of your household participated in any activities -- such as Minyan, 

Shabbat or holiday services, chavurah, adult education, youth / teen activities, or 
any other programming -- provided by any of the following? If yes, which one(s)?

[Please choose all that apply]

37% Temple B'rith Kodesh [680]

35% Temple Beth El (Rochester) [627]

27% Temple Sinai  [484]

20%  Chabad (Brighton/Pittsford/UR/RIT) [370]

19% Congregation Beth Sholom [344] 

11%  Congregation Light of Israel  [197]

8%  Congregation Beth Hakneses Hachodosh  [153]

7%  Temple Beth David  [135]

5%  Hillel on a College Campus   [92]

5% Temple Emanu-El (Rochester) [85]

5%  Talmudical Institute of Upstate NY [84]

4% Temple Beth Am [66]

3% Congregation Khal Bnei Yeshivos [58]

3% Congregation Beth Hamedresh-Beth Israel 
[54]

3%  Ohel Avraham  [48]

2% Temple Beth El (Geneva) [35]

2% Congregation Etz Chaim [34]

<1% Temple Emanu-El (Batavia) [8]

15% Other / None of the above  
(i.e. A synagogue elsewhere, 
beyond our region)  [277]

The percentages above are the % of the 1,876 who responded to this survey question. The bracketed 
numbers are the number of our survey respondents’ households who participated in some activity 
or programming provided by each listed Jewish entity.
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By way of comparison, our participating teens listed 
these as their family’s local synagogues

The synagogue(s) your family attends, if any:

 Temple B’rith Kodesh (45)

 Temple Sinai (27)

 Temple Beth El, Rochester  (26)

 Beth Hachneses Hachadash  (8)

 Temple Beth Sholom (8)

 Pittsford Chabad (5), Chabad unspecified (2) 

 Light of Israel (6)

 TIUNY (Talmudic Institute of Upstate NY) (5)

 Temple Beth David (3)

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Beyond and outside the institutions listed above, have you or any 

member of your household been part of any informal or grass-roots 

Jewish gatherings and activities -- such as Shabbat or holiday 

celebrations, Chavurah, minyan-at-the-lake, etc.?
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100%

% response 30% 70%

Yes  [533] No  [1235]

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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What is it about these informal / grass-roots Jewish 
experiences that you most enjoy and value?

Emerging themes:  Again and again, in various ways and from various 
perspectives, we hear about meaningful sharing – gathering together – a 
feeling of community and family – friendship and camaraderie -- warmth and 
connection  -- relaxed, casual, informal, fun, joyful – engaging, participatory 
learning – shared traditions – spirituality – authenticity -- informal, intimate, 
personalized – togetherness – belonging and bonding – not pedantic, not rigid, 
no “empty ritual”, not institutionally political...  

On Shabbat, our friends (often parents of our kids’ friends) get together to play games, discuss Torah, 

current events, and life generally with good food and drink. What’s not to like? 

Close friendships and feeling of family since we have no actual family in the area.

Very family oriented. Very spiritual. 

Connection, shared meaning and experience, teaching our children by example, tradition 

Change of pace and place 

Providing a welcoming and meaningful experience to those who are not getting that from traditional 

synagogue services

Enjoy spending time together with like-minded individuals

Camaraderie in a Jewish setting

Ongoing connections with other families around shared traditions

Having a local Jewish "family"

The “extended family” feeling — supportive and spiritual. 
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What is it about these informal / grass-roots Jewish 
experiences that you most enjoy and value?

More participatory; greater opportunities for personal interaction; informality

They are organic (not food-wise, but in terms of how they emerge) and are based on friendships and 

relationships.  They are also more personal, and less institutional. 

The opportunity to develop more personal relationships with the other people there - I'm trying to 

recreate the feeling of the Jewish community from my childhood through college years that I left. 

These informal Jewish experiences then help me feel more connected to the Rochester Jewish 

community when I do go to synagogue. 

That they are informal and very spiritual.

Celebrating Jewishness with friends

close-knit hevra It has a true feeling of יהדות

opportunity to be with people who don't require an explanation 

A chavurah of camp Seneca lake alumni.  Like family, as we have known each other 40 years. 

Do it yourself style, creativity, empowerment, learning, community 

Practicing Jewish culture with no judgment or expectations.

personal connection; relate and learn from Jews of various backgrounds

Being with other Jews. Affirming our Shared Jewishness 

It is with people we know and enjoy, and it allows us to be Jewish our way.

Being comfortable in a group that shares my values and is shomer Shabbos 

Guitar music/NFTY tunes…Informal environment…Joyous worship  
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What is it about these informal / grass-roots Jewish 
experiences that you most enjoy and value?

The inter-generational community of friends and family that we have formed, which come to our house 

every Friday night for Shabbat dinner.

Spending time with family or friends enjoying each other and having the rituals of Shabbat be our 

commonality.

They find new ways to celebrate the traditional.  New music, different liturgy, and they are often more 

inclusive and participatory than standard synagogue-based services.

Shabbat clusters; Jewish mindfulness practice.

Sense of belonging to a supportive community.  Egalitarian and group led service. 

Being with other Jews at the JCC or Temple Emanu-El in Batavia, where we used to belong when we 

lived in Batavia.

There are few Jews where I live, and participating negates some of the Christian dominated society 

around here

Less political control by the powers that be - an ability to practice halacha as we interpret it. Less 

feeling of being judged.

We've been meeting with a Chavurah for more than 30 years -- an extension of our family. We've 

enjoyed informal and cultural Jewish experiences in many venues that feel more like the intense 

and satisfying experiences of our Jewish camp and youth group days.

Years ago we had services on Canandaigua Lake, each Saturday morning in summer. We found this to 

be a meaningful experience interacting with other Jews. We also belonged to a Chavurah 

associated with Temple Beth El when our children were young. These informal opportunities for 

learning and forming small communities is an opportunity to grow our larger community.
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What is it about these informal / grass-roots Jewish 
experiences that you most enjoy and value?

It’s close to my house

Sense of community and belonging.

community bonding

Spontaneity, enthusiasm, nature, relaxation

it was lakeside and beautiful

spirituality, friendship

I run a Jewish library in my house with about 1200 books, with about 40 member families.  I enjoy the 

ability to encourage exploring our Jewish heritage through reading.

"Learning on the Lawn" -- informative, sociable

Women's participation, LGBTQ+ inclusiveness, more inclusiveness overall, babysitting/friends for my 

kids

friendship for myself and my kids

The camaraderie

the openness and inclusivity

Get to experience good feelings of being Jewish and being with others who feel the same way.

Growing spiritually and connecting with the community

chavurah brought decade long friendship

Feeling my Jewish self 

The real connection you can make with people when you're outside of a structured setting



70

What is it about these informal / grass-roots Jewish 
experiences that you most enjoy and value?

Having a local Jewish "family"

they are self-generated

Exposure to different Jewish perspectives, enjoyment of Judaism in a relaxed environment

Lack of rigid structure and my not needing to know Hebrew.

It is with people we know and enjoy, and it allows us to be Jewish our way.

Friends and sense of 'family‘

self-directed, with unique goals

Camaraderie among Jewish peers, having an explicitly and intentionally inclusive, intersectional, 

non-Zionist community in which I can fully be myself.

Educational stretching/broadening horizons, shared with Jewish friends 

Sharing Shabbat dinner with friends provides a feeling of support and belonging

Building my own traditions with close friends

Mimics family gatherings and observances that was my most meaningful part of Jewish life

ownership over our own practice

genuine and spiritual

Meeting other Jews (co-workers and students) at the College at Brockport where I work.

Our Chavurah has become our surrogate family. 

The inclusiveness. The fact they attract a younger crowd instead of the temple events where people are 

90% 50-plus in age. 



What is it about these informal / grass-roots Jewish 
experiences that you most enjoy and value?

Observations:

The very powerful assemblage of 
verbatim quotes on the 
previous pages are not an 
exhaustive list, but a selection 
of recurring themes.  

Of the 426 respondents who chose 
to answer this question, 77% 
currently belong to one or 
more synagogues, while 33% 
of them do not.   

So it is clearly not just those 
beyond the synagogue walls 
who are drawn to these 
informal / grass roots 
experiences, and find them in 
many cases more fulfilling and 
meaningful than what they 
have experienced in more 
traditional and formal settings.  
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% response 27% 58% 15%

Always Sometimes Never

How often do you leave synagogue 
inspired, uplifted, calmer, and/or 
feeling that you’ve just had a 
meaningful experience?

Coupling this observation with
the above finding, where 73% 
describe their synagogue experience 
as less than always meaningful,
underscores this point. 
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Which of the following reasons best explain why 
your household is not a temple or synagogue member today? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

36% Cost / Too expensive 
29% My spiritual needs are not addressed by attending synagogue services
18% Haven’t found a congregation that makes me feel like I belong 
14% I can attend services without paying dues 
13% Too busy / other time priorities 
10%  Don't feel comfortable in any of our community's synagogues 
10%  Don't have children 
10%  Children are now too old 
5%    Location -- no synagogues nearby 
5%    In an inter-faith relationship and haven't felt welcome 
3%    Children are still too young 
3%    Accessibility issues / limitations for individuals with disabilities
1%    Identify as LGBTQ and haven't felt welcome 
1%    In an inter-racial relationship and haven't felt welcome 
<1%  My child(ren) have special needs and we haven't felt welcome 

[N=522 Responding Jewish Adults whose households are not synagogue members today]

In descending order of response:
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Which of the following reasons best explain why 
your household is not a temple or synagogue member today? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

36% Cost / Too expensive 
14% I can attend services without paying dues 

29% My spiritual needs are not addressed by attending synagogue services
18%  Haven’t found a congregation that makes me feel like I belong 
10% Don't feel comfortable in any of our community's synagogues 
5% Location -- no synagogues nearby 

13% Too busy / other time priorities

10% Don't have children 
10% Children are now too old 
3%   Children are still too young 

5% In an inter-faith relationship and haven't felt welcome 
3% Accessibility issues / limitations for individuals with disabilities
1% Identify as LGBTQ and haven't felt welcome 
1% In an inter-racial relationship and haven't felt welcome 
<1% My child(ren) have special needs and we haven't felt welcome 

[N=522 Responding Jewish Adults whose households are not synagogue members today]

Clustered by Theme:

Cost

No Synagogue
Connection

Not a Priority

No Children

Haven’t 
Felt
Welcome
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When our survey respondents chose “other” as the reason they are not 
synagogue members today, they were given the chance to explain.  Not 
all their explanations are closed doors – some suggest an openness to 
joining, given the right individualized outreach and appropriate welcome:

 Too shy and don't know how to join
 I've never been asked 
 Not religious enough
 have not explored religious services yet but have attended community religious events

 My parents are moving and I am staying, so they cancelled their dues. I still have not gone to services without them
 Did not feel there was value to me as a single person

 recently moved here and haven't found one yet
 New to community
 I have only lived in the area for a few weeks 

 Homogeneity of situation deters me
 working out the interfaith dimension in light of children 
 Was concerned that if my children married outside Judaism, that they would not be acknowledged by the temple of which 

we were a prior member
 Do not feel like I belong. I am a single divorced woman. I feel like an outsider... 
 I now walk as a "black widow" within the Jewish community after making a life choice that makes people uncomfortable.  

Being around so many people who cannot address the changed circumstances leaves me feeling invisible & 
unsupported, totally. 

 I wasn't raised in a very religious home, what I seek most now but not exclusively, is my Libyan Jewish community, 
something that doesn't exist here

 Disabilities prevent me from attending, homebound. 
 Not a night driver
 My husband's Alzheimers is the whole reason -- we used to go all the time -- even during the week! 

 I have not found a synagogue in Rochester like the one I attend in Sarasota 

 No dues at Chabad. Support as we choose.
 Attend Chabad services at times. Contribute to them, instead of paying for membership. They are very hospitable.
 I am a student. For now, I get all I need from Chabad on Campus.
 The community would like me to convert Orthodox.  I have called to make an appointment and am waiting for a call back.
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Think ahead 5-10 years from now. If things in our community 
were to continue as they are today, how likely are you to be 
affiliated as a dues-paying member of a synagogue in the 

greater Rochester area?
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% response 50% 21% 14% 15%

Very likely Somewhat likely Not very likely Not at all likely

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Rochester’s Jewish community has always had 
a relatively high level of synagogue 
membership. The 2013 Pew Report found that 
39% of all American Jewish households were 
synagogue members versus our 71% today 
and our 76% in 2010. So even if our 
synagogue membership declines as steeply as 
projected here, at 46% we would still remain  
7 p.p. above the national average, albeit far 
lower than our historical or current levels.  

Applying the 80/30 adjustment factor**, 
80% of 50% = 40%
30% of 21% = 6%
40% + 6% = 46% of our Jewish community 

are projected to be synagogue 
members 5-10 years from now.

[**The 80/30 adjustment factor is a way to more realistically align survey responses with actual behavior.
It’s been shown that 80% of those who describe themselves as “very likely” to do something actually do so.  
And 30% of those who describe themselves as “somewhat likely” actually do.  Applying that proven logic to 
likelihood questions like this one renders survey findings more accurately predictive of actual behavior.]
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Those describing themselves as very likely to belong
to a synagogue in the coming years explained why, 

and their reasons clustered into several recurring themes:  

Synagogues done right can fulfill our need for the warm embrace of 
connectedness/belonging     My synagogue is family.

Important to support synagogues based on a sense of loyalty, which is 
often long-term and multi-generational                                                                                                            
That has been my Temple for almost 70 years; I will not leave her.

A sense of duty / obligation -- “it's the right thing to do” 
Synagogue is my home. I support my home.

L’dor V’dor continuity -- for our children’s children and beyond  That is what 
my parents and grandparents did before me.  That is what I want my children to be part of.

Synagogues as critical cornerstones for Jewish survival [“If we don’t, 
they disappear”] No synagogue, no Judaism. They keep the religion alive, vibrant and 
sustainable.

Synagogues as vital communal entities They are the foundation of Jewish community

A fulfilling, inspiring experience:  Belonging to a temple / synagogue 
“completes my Jewishness” Synagogue is the life of a Jew. It's part of my soul. 

Some who don’t even attend often or participate regularly want to   
ensure that their synagogue is still there if & when they need it.



More notable quotes from loyal synagogue members 
who envision themselves remaining so:

 A shul is the center of a Jewish family

 I feel that it is important in these times to be part of a synagogue as the nation appears to become more 
divided and anti-Semitic. I feel it is a sign of protest against prejudice. 

 When Jewish people get shot in temples elsewhere, I want to mourn with Jews. 

 I think until we have some different ways of bringing people together for ritual gathering, it's important to 
support synagogues. 

 It’s a way to connect with the Jewish community, and feel supported by a tight knit community, and it 
provides opportunities to celebrate Jewish holidays.

 It is important to have synagogues. Public space Judaism is great but it doesn't support a Rabbi or cover life 
cycle events. 

 Synagogue life is the backbone of the Jewish life cycle. It's the center of my Jewish community.
 Want our synagogue community to be there for my child.
 It's a community that I'm part of, which is very important, especially now that I've been widowed. And it 

connects me to the things that really matter in life. 

 Without the well sustained structure of synagogues, the other Jewish  institutions in our community will go 
into a significant decline.  The synagogue is the portal thru which committed Jews enter the Jewish 
community and eventually grow Jewishly.

 I think it is very important to support a synagogue.  It is critical that we have synagogues for times in our 
lives that we need them (i.e.: funerals, B'nei Mitzvot, holidays, Shabbat, saying kadish, etc.)  They unite us 
in many ways, and help our children to connect as Jews.  They provide important places of worship, 
education, and support.  Our numbers also resonate in Washington DC, and help us to ‘count’ as Jews. 



And more notable quotes from loyal synagogue 
members who envision themselves remaining so:

 I feel supporting a temple is important to maintaining a vibrant Jewish community and a sense of tradition 
and oneness with a congregation! A Jewish community needs strong synagogues to survive!

 We don't go often, but it's important to be part of the community and we depend on it being there. 
 I believe that a synagogue is not like a club that you join and value based on your usage, but rather an 

institution that my dues help to ensure will  be there when needed.

 I love my Judaism, my temple family, and my rabbi.
 My temple is a second home.
 It is part of my identity.
 I see it as an essential part of belonging to the Jewish community, an essential part of establishing my own 

roots in a place. The first thing I do when I move to a new city/community is find a synagogue. 

 Before I pass I want to feel I belong on some level to the Jewish community. 
 Affiliation supports community. 
 It is important to model Jewish behavior for my children and grandchildren
 I want temples to be there for our future 
 Can’t imagine being unaffiliated 
 I’d feel bereft to not be part of a temple. 
 It's part of my life! 
 I value being a synagogue member very much; worship, sense of community and friendship, opportunities 

to study 
 I feel a long term commitment to a long term group is an important base for one’s sense of self identity. 

 I want to be part of a community of people with whom I have an underlying connection. 
 Because I believe there is always hope for a stronger, more inclusive, bright future oriented greater 

Rochester Jewish community. 
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There are clearly many for whom synagogue membership will never – or 
never again -- be considered.  Some don’t find the worship experience 
meaningful.  Some have been uninspired by their Rabbis and/or Cantors. Some 
have felt alienated by the politics they encountered. Some have found the dues 
structure burdensome and off-putting.  Many haven’t felt welcomed by the 
congregants they’ve met. For any number of reasons, they simply don’t see 
synagogue as providing an experience they value.    

 Decreased sense of meaning with kids no longer actively involved. 
 As a single person without kids, I feel out of place.
 Too expensive and would rather donate money to charity.
 I don’t always feel welcomed at the synagogues. Whether it be because my mother converted or other 

reasons, I have not felt at home in a synagogue in Rochester.
 I don’t have a social connection to other Jews here, and feel a bit like an outsider at synagogue. 
 Little need for synagogue. We can have religious and spiritual experiences without having to belong to a 

synagogue. 
 I am totally uninspired and feel disconnected from the synagogue to which I've paid dues for 48 years.  

Sad to admit, but truthful! 
 Im not a fan of the rabbi or cantor at ___, and the congregation is not very welcoming. 
 ___ does not offer much that interests me or my family. I wish I felt differently about it. 
 I am disabled and low income. So it all depends on how much the membership dues are. 
 Affordability.. and family member is deaf 
 Retirement will likely make temple membership unaffordable for me 
 The temple in Batavia is likely to close unless membership increases. There are very few Jews in Genesee 

County, and even fewer that attend synagogue. 
 I don’t connect spiritually. Services are too long and not interesting. I’m not inspired. 
 Temple politics is still very troubling.
 I've always been of the mindset that if G-d is everywhere, I can pray anywhere. 
 I have not found a synagogue where I feel inspired spiritually. I like a traditional synagogue service 

(Conservative) but have not found a shul that is warm and welcoming. 
 Doesn’t offer me anything I feel I’m missing except friends.
 Thinking of dropping now - feel like a misfit there.  Why would I pay to feel uncomfortable there?
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Yet others who described themselves as unlikely to belong offered some potential 
receptivity if approached with sincere warmth and earnest welcome, openness to 

Interfaith and inter-racial families, inclusion of non-traditional Jews and Jews in non-
traditional situations, political open-mindedness, and a more flexible dues structure. 

Clearly, people want and need to feel a comfortable sense of belonging.    
So what can synagogues do?  Practice unconditional welcome.

 We were fairly active when children were young, and even after children had bar mitzvahs, but at our 
synagogue, interfaith marriages were not acknowledged.

 Re LGBT: I wouldn’t say that I’ve felt unwelcome, but I don’t feel that traditional temples are geared 
toward LGBT people. 

 I’ve been going to minyan at _____.  It's amazing to me that they've never asked my name, or 
seemingly never asked the people I talk to, hey what's her name, and then addressed me by 
name at another time.  A tone of friendliness is set by the leadership. 

 The families at ________ already knew each other from childhood. It was fine for my children but I was 
not included. Then when my children grew up, I had no place there. Also, the singing was 
different than the ones that I grew up with so I could never follow along with the services. It was 
wonderful for my children. That was all. 

 I never found a congregation locally that made me feel like I belonged -- despite serving remotely as an 
officer at one.  I don't feel comfortable in any of the local synagogues -- they seem to lack 
direction, music is an add-on and not primary focus of the service, they seem more youth and 
young family focused (solely).

 We joined  ______ in 1998 because it was welcoming to inter-faith families, but over time we found it 
be extremely clique-ish and unwelcoming. The one rabbi…who was extremely haimish and 
practiced a Reform version of Kiruv left. The … other rabbis as well as the education director(s) 
were not welcoming or personable, consistently lacking in menschlikheit.  We eventually gave up 
and ended our membership. While our daughter has embraced a modern Orthodox lifestyle, 
Yiddishism, and Jewish activism outside of Rochester, the rest of us here have struggled to find a 
new congregation. 

 For many people, their finances are divided to best help with their life style.  In our household that 
means saving money for family experiences and future education.  With our current income level, 
not much is left to help with synagogue costs despite our desire to participate.  Being a family 
who wants to be frugal and respect our interfaith marriage makes it hard to justify paying fees to 
a religious institution. 

 I would like to find [a synagogue] here even for only 5 months of the year. 
 Recently moved here. I think we got a complimentary year at one place, but no one asked yet besides. 
 We would love to visit, but don't know if we would be welcome since people pay to be there. 



And when asked: 
Can you think of anything that might encourage or convince 
you to be part of a temple or synagogue community? If so, 
please describe what that might be…

Four key themes emerged:

1. Practice unconditional welcome. Help me feel like I belong, no matter 
who I am. Provide comfortable connection. Be truly inclusive.  It’s time to 
give up the politics, cliquishness, etc.  And that welcoming embrace needs to 
become the norm at all levels – Rabbis, Cantors, board members, lay leaders 
– to consciously and permanently become the congregational culture.  

2.    Engage us in meaningful Jewish experiences, whatever that means to us  
-- values, traditions, holidays, lifecycle events, inspiring and relevant 
sermons, praying and singing together, making Torah & Talmud study 
accessible and welcoming, etc. These offerings need not always be formal  
and should never be intimidating. 

3.    Let go of the traditional burdensome dues structure.  You’ll inspire their 
financial support and generosity via 1 and 2 above. 

4.    Learn from COVID how to reach beyond your synagogue walls and 
share yourselves with the community in new and creative ways.
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Is your household currently a dues-paying member of any 
local temple or synagogue? 

5-10 years from now…how likely are you to be affiliated as a  
dues-paying member of a synagogue in the greater Rochester area?

Belong today? 

Belong in 5-10 years?

Belong 
to 1 

today

Belong 
to >1 
today

Never 
belonged

Used to 
belong, 
not now

Very likely 67% 
[772]

74% 
[110]

8%      
[20]

4%      
[12] 

Somewhat likely 23% 
[270]

18% 
[27]

16%    
[40]

18%     
[48]

Not very likely 7% 
[79]

6%     
[9]

28%    
[67]

32%     
[88]

Not at all likely 3% 
[35]

2%     
[3]

48%  
[116]

46%   
[124]

1,156         149               243 272       1,820
100% 100%           100%             100%

Observations:  1/3 [33%] of those who now belong to one – and 26% of those who now belong 
to more than one -- are less than very likely to still belong to one 5-10 years from now.  So attrition
is clearly anticipated.  Yet among those who never belonged, and those who belonged in the past 
but don’t today, we find some potential intent to join. Using our 80/30 assumption, 11% of those who
never belonged, and 9% of those who used to belong but don’t today, might be expected to join.  
While not enough to offset the attrition [losing 420 vs gaining 51], there is some non-zero inflow.  

BY
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For comparative context, our participating teens offered this 
perspective when asked about a related issue:
Some have suggested that teens today are no longer interested 
in traditional memberships and meetings, but would rather 
share memorable experiences building relationships with like-
minded peers.  Is that true for you and your Jewish friends?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 42% 6% 52%

Yes No Partially True

Observation: 

Nearly all (94%) find 

the statement above 

at least partially true.
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The experiences our teens gravitate towards below echo the kind of informal, 
fun, meaningful, personally engaging connectivity that our Jewish adults 
described enjoying as well.   What could our Jewish community offer that 
might entice you to spend more of your time engaged Jewishly? Below 
are some possible program ideas. Which, if any, would you consider 

taking part in -- and encouraging your Jewish friends to take part in?

69%  Roll up your sleeves -- creating and 
eating traditional Jewish foods 

56%  Something Jewish that's totally 
social and just plain fun 

46%  Volunteering together to help those 
in need -- Tikkun Olam / Social 
Action

44%  Leadership opportunities that look 
great on your college applications 

42% Exploring Israeli art, culture, food, 
etc.  

38%  A monthly teen travel club visiting 
cool Jewish places

36% Exploring Israeli innovation & 
technology

34% Watching and discussing Jewish-
themed movies  

34% Exploring & discussing relevant 
Jewish issues and ideas 

33%  Paid tutoring work [Madrichim] in 
our community's Sunday & Hebrew 
schools 

24%  Monthly Jewish camping weekends 
-- year-round, indoors or out --
recapturing that camp feeling 

23%  Learning about -- and creating --
Jewish themed artwork 

17%  Making music -- Jewish song 
leaders boot camp

16%  Making music -- battle of the 
Jewish bands 

15%  Learning and doing traditional 
Jewish / Israeli dances  

14%  Reading and discussing Jewish-
themed books 

10%  Acting in scenes from Jewish-
themed theater 

Of 17 concepts offered, this collective
ranking suggests a top-rated handful 
worth exploring for potential 
teen engagement opportunities.

[Please choose all that apply:]



What we’ve learned about the 
“Jewish” priorities and needs
of our community’s elders
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[Asked only of those in their 70s and older:]
What role, if any, do you see Judaism playing as you age through your 

later years? Wherever you may live, which of these 
-- if any -- will you consider important in the years ahead?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Jewish friends around me

Jewish holiday celebrations

Jewish culture [music, film, books, art]

Mezuzot by the doors

Friday night candles & challah

Weekly Shabbat services

Rabbinic presence

Kosher meals

Torah or Talmud study

Kosher style meals

Daily minyan services

None of the above

Jewish
friends

around me

Jewish
holiday

celebrations

Jewish
culture

[music, film,
books, art]

Mezuzot by
the doors

Friday night
candles &
challah

Weekly
Shabbat
services

Rabbinic
presence

Kosher
meals

Torah or
Talmud
study

Kosher style
meals

Daily
minyan
services

None of the
above

response 80%77%52%37%36%34%30%23%22%13%7%10%

[N = 515 of our 2,395 responding Jewish Adults]

Observation: 
The most pervasive priorities
are Jewish friends, holiday
celebrations, and cultural
programming.

Only 10% said that “none of 
the above” would be important 
to them in the years ahead.
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[Asked only of those in their 70s and older:]
For some people, living Jewishly while aging in place may require 

some additional services and supports that may not exist here 
today. Which of these sound like something you might be 
interested in -- whether today or someday in the future?

47%  Opportunities for social connectivity 
with other Jewish seniors

33%  Jewish-themed trips and travel 
for mobile seniors

29%   A kosher-to-go place to pick up tasty kosher meals and prepared foods
23%   A “temple-mobile” providing transportation to synagogues on      

Friday pm / Saturday am for seniors who no longer drive
19%   Broadcast Shabbat and Jewish holiday services that you can 

participate in online without leaving home
18%   Occasional in-home visits by a Rabbi or Jewish Chaplain

12%   Glatt Kosher food delivery for those who are unable to travel easily
11%   Kosher-style food delivery for those who are unable to travel easily
9%     Weekly delivery of challah, wine and candles for each Shabbat

 28%   I wouldn’t want or need any of the above

[N = 515 of our 2,395 responding Jewish Adults]

Observation:  
72% of these 
respondents 
would want 
at least one 
of the listed
services & 
supports.



Who Are We Jewishly?
Concluding Summary
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY

 Every Voice Counts was Jewish Rochester’s 2019 Regional Survey.   
So who are we Jewishly?  The answer is, we are many things.

 Had we been less intentionally inclusive this year, we might have 
come away with a somewhat different impression.  But we reached 
far and wide, and we reached deeply, and we welcomed the voices of 
those who have not been actively involved in our Jewish 
community alongside those who are Jewish community 
leaders. We embraced this opportunity to connect with – and listen 
to -- those on the outskirts, as well as those on the inside.  Those 
whose Judaism is a peripheral dimension in their lives today, and 
those whose Judaism is a personal cornerstone.  

 Collectively, we who comprise Jewish Rochester identify with a full 
spectrum of denominations – or with no denomination at all.  

 Collectively, we are ritually observant -- or we’re not.  We keep 
Kosher -- or we don’t.  We are Shomer Shabbat -- or not.   
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY  (continued)

 Clearly, there are many different ways to be Jewish in Jewish 
Rochester.  But there are also some very powerful common 
denominators.  Efforts to foster Jewish communal connection and 
engagement might best start from that common ground and then 
collectively provide a full spectrum of opportunities for meaningfully 
affirming our shared Jewishness. 

 What we Jewishly share, for example, is a powerfully warm 
embrace of our Jewish values and traditions, as well as our 
history, our holidays, and our food. Rituals and religious practice mean 
more to some of us than others -- but our Jewish values and 
traditions unite us.

 Moreover, the vast majority of us either always or usually do three 
traditional Jewish things [none of them necessarily synagogue-based, 
and all typically done within the context of home]:  89% of us 
participate in a Passover seder.  87% of us light Chanukah candles.  
And 85% of us have at least one mezuzah on our doors [whether 
inside and/or outside]. While some might consider these “rituals”, for 
others they simply represent their beloved and valued Jewish traditions. 
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY  (continued)

 Friendship is another recurring theme.  93% of us report 
that at least one of our 5 closest friends is Jewish.  Even 
for our teens, that number is 83%.  When those over age 
70 look to the future, their most often cited priority is 
“Jewish friends around me” and the support needed most 
for successfully aging in place is “opportunities for social 
connectivity with other Jewish seniors.”

 Friendship means connecting and belonging –
connecting and belonging in a way that does not require 
dues-paying membership. It is the kind of connecting and 
belonging that grows out of the traditional Jewish 
value of welcoming the stranger. Those who have felt 
Jewishly excluded by our community tell stories of feeling 
like unwelcome strangers, and often those stories took 
place within the context of synagogue.
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CONCLUDING SUMMARY  (continued)

 Synagogues with traditional dues-based memberships are clearly 
not the only purveyors of Jewish life, and less formal grass-roots 
Jewish gatherings and experiences can, for some, be even more 
meaningful and even more spiritual. Synagogues are clearly not 
going away, and many respondents still envision affiliation in the 
years ahead.  But traditional membership paradigms –
traditional hierarchy and dues structure -- and traditional 
interpersonal dynamics -- may be shifting and evolving, and 
the most successful synagogues might well be the ones who 
recognize those shifts and adapt most nimbly and effectively.

 In designing and conducting our “Every Voice Counts” survey, we 
practiced unconditional welcome. Hearkening back to that basic 
Jewish value, we welcomed the stranger into our survey.   In so 
doing, we were privileged to hear some very powerful – and 
sometimes painful – stories shared. From those stories emerged a 
recurring message: Those who are not finding what they need 
Jewishly within our community and its synagogues today helped us 
to understand that perhaps more than anything else they are 
simply seeking unconditional inclusion and connection. 



CONCLUDIONG SUMMARY:
A CALL TO ACTION

 These “Who Are We Jewishly?” findings are more than just a sermon that ends 
with a “love one another” message.  They are truly a call to action – and 
they are highly actionable.  

 Some of that action may be do-able in the short term, while some will no doubt 
require longer-term planning.  But more than merely “interesting” or “nice-to-
know,” this set of findings, if strategically and tactically implemented,  
can empower our Jewish community’s ability to thrive going forward. 

 Remember that Every Voice Counts’ questions grew out of the 30 listening 
sessions held during February 2019, where the leadership of each of our Jewish 
community’s agencies, organizations, and synagogues told us what they 
wanted to learn from – and learn about – our Jewish community. Virtually all 
were seeking ways to both deepen connection and engagement among 
those they already serve, and to connect with and engage those they 
are not yet reaching.

 To that end, we asked survey participants what they wanted, needed, and 
valued.  And what they don’t want, need, or value.  And they told us – loudly, 
clearly, and in many cases passionately.  

 Now how can our community embrace this learning?  By using it. 



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

