
OUR COMMUNITY PROFILE: 
WHO WE ARE GEOGRAPHICALLY



“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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I BACKGROUND & INTRODUCTION

 The “Every Voice Counts” survey, like its 2010 predecessor “Count Me In”, 
despite their names, are not really about counting, not just about counting, 
and not only about counting.  Their real purpose is to provide actionable 
insight to support the strategic and tactical planning process of our Jewish 
Community’s agencies, organizations and synagogues over the decade to 
come.  

 These planning processes will require insight that goes far beyond “how 
many” to understand what it is that our Jewish community members tell us 
they want, need, and value – and what they don’t want, don’t need, and 
don’t value.  This study’s design, therefore, was by intent much more 
attitudinal than census.

 Nonetheless, a non-trivial aspect of this once-a-decade self-
assessment concerns our geographic dimension:  Where we live 
today within the greater Rochester area, where we came from, 
where we see ourselves as heading in the future, etc.
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II METHODOLOGY

 The “Every Voice Counts” survey was conducted online across the greater 
Rochester region from mid-June  through mid-September 2019.  

 During that time, a final total of 2,395 self-identified Jewish adults across 
the greater Rochester area participated in our in-depth online interview.  

 Although our overall sample also includes 208 local Jewish teens and 350 
non-Jewish “adjacents” who have some specific relationship with our 
Jewish community, only our Jewish adult households are factored into our 
geographical analysis. 

 As in 2010, participants in our 2019 survey sample geographically 
spanned the region from Batavia in the west, to Geneseo and Naples in 
the south, to Geneva and Penn Yan in the east.  

 Broad-based inclusion – and a diversity of input – were sought and 
achieved demographically, geographically, religiously, and in degree of 
Jewish communal affiliation or lack thereof.   “Every Voice Counts” was, 
by intent, a study of the Rochester region’s Jewish community in the 
broadest sense – not just the identified and affiliated nucleus of that 
community. 



5

II METHODOLOGY  (continued)

As one of a series of themed analyses which emerged 
from our “Every Voice Counts” findings, this 
particular report will focus on our Jewish 
community from a geographic perspective –
where within the region we now live, how long 
we have lived in this region and where we came 
here from, how we have shifted within the region 
during the last decade, etc.  

For background context, we’ll begin with a brief 
reiteration of our numbers – i.e. how many of us there   
are today -- and then, against that backdrop, we’ll 
discover who we are geographically.



How many of us are there?

 There are an estimated 18,911 
Jews living across the greater 
Rochester area today [2019].

 There were an estimated 19,850
Jews living here in 2010.

 There were an estimated 20,847 
Jews living here in 2000.

 This represents an estimated
4.7% decline since 2010, and a
9.3% decline since 2000.

 There are an estimated 9,003 
Jewish households across the 
Rochester area today [2019].

 There were an estimated 9,740 
Jewish households here in 2010.

 There were an estimated 10,230
Jewish households here in 2000.

 This represents an estimated
7.6% decline since 2010, and a
12.0% decline since 2000.
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2000 10,230 20,847

2010 9,740 19,850

2019 9,003 18,911
For context:  
While we lost 939 people (4.7%) since 2010, US Census data shows that NYS excluding NYC lost 53,680 (0.5%).
Closer to home, our 9-county Rochester region lost 17,372 residents (1.3% of its population) between 2010 and 2020.
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Where did our 2019 population projections come from?

 Reiterated and applied the same methodology developed, tested and proven for 2010’s 
“Count Me In” analysis [working alongside Dr. Jacob (Jack) Finkelstein, PhD, URMC].

 Triangulation (Factoring together three points):
[a] What we found  +  [b] What we know   [c] What we therefore project

Two examples:

__“a” claim to be synagogue members __ =         __# responding survey participants___
“b” actual synagogue members “c” community-wide projection

__“a” claim to be Federation donors___ =         ____# responding survey participants __
“b” actual Federation donors “c” community-wide projection

By tying our findings to what we actually know, we are able to both:
1.  Extrapolate our community-wide projections
2.  Realistically adjust for those who might tend to over-state such things as being a dues-paying 
members of a synagogue and/or contributing to Federation, as people are admittedly prone to do. 

 Additional triangulations:  Federation donor analysis by zip code and synagogue membership 
analysis by individual congregation.  

 Layering multiple triangulations, we discovered closely converging third point projections [in other 
words, all our many calculated “c” points], eventually taking their weighted average as our overall 
community population estimates and our overall community household estimates. 

 Reassuringly, as a capstone reality check, the average number of members per household derived 
via our individual-versus-household triangulation projections happened to match almost exactly  
the survey’s own average household size count – again confirming that our methodology was 
inherently sound. 



III ASSEMBLED 
GEOGRAPHY-RELATED 

FINDINGS



HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:
A 2010 Methodological Note 

about our 
Geographical Analysis

It is a fact that across the US, zip code demarcations and town/village/ municipality boundaries 
are not always aligned. Neither are telephone exchanges or area codes, electoral districts and, in some 
parts of the country, even time zones.  

Consistent with our Jewish Community’s demographic studies back in 2000 and 1988, our 
“Count Me In” 2010 geographic analysis was based upon each household’s reported zip code.  
In 2010, those zip codes were analytically referred to by their closest neighborhood 
equivalent – although they are not always one and the same.  

For example, in 2010 we referred to “Brighton” as including zips 14618, 14610 and 14620 – even though 
some living in 14610 and 14620 actually reside within the City, send their children to City schools, etc.  
Even Temple Sinai, with its 14625 zip code, is actually situated within Brighton. Conversely, 14618 
extends beyond Brighton into parts of Pittsford and Henrietta – but was wholly attributed to 
Brighton. 2010’s findings referred  to “Pittsford” as the area including only the zip 14534, even though 
some with the zip 14618 actually pay Pittsford property taxes and/or send their children to Pittsford 
schools.  In other words, when interpreting our 2010 geographical data, please consider the designations 
“Brighton”, “Pittsford”, etc. as the basic geographic building blocks of our community, rather than forcing 
them too literally within the specificity of their hard-edged and sometimes ambiguous boundaries.  
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Where did we live back in 2010? (survey respondent zip code clusters)

Taking our survey respondents’ individual zips and clustering them geographically, we are 
better able to visualize the geographic distribution of our Jewish community across the 
region.  Remember, these are the zips of our 2,234 survey respondents:

14618 = 779 [Brighton] 

14610 = 197 [Brighton]

14620 = 138 [Brighton]

14534 = 412 [Pittsford]

14580 = 37 [Webster]

14625 = 61 & 14526 = 59  [Penfield]

14445 = 4  [East Rochester]

14450 = 77  [Perinton / Fairport]

14564 = 5  [Victor]

14472 = 15, 14506 = 1 [Honeoye Falls / Mendon]

14543 = 4  [Rush]

14623 = 49, 14467 = 14, 14586 = 11 [Henrietta]

14420 = 20 [Brockport]

14424=12, 14425=3 [Canandaigua]

14456 = 7 [Geneva]

14559 = 7 [Spencerport]

14468 = 6 [Hilton]

14454 = 5 [Geneseo]

14502 = 4 [Macedon]

14546 = 3 [Scottsville]

14020=2, 14011=1 [Batavia]

14418 = 2 [Branchport]

14464 = 2 [Hamlin]

14513 = 2 [Newark]

14514 = 2 [Chili]

14522 = 2 [Palmyra]

14568 = 2 [Walworth]

1 each:  14411 [Albion], 14422 [Byron], 

14518 [Oaks Corners], 14520 [Ontario],

14527 [Penn Yan], 14423 [Caledonia], 

14432 [Clifton Springs], 14485 [Lima],

14469 [Bloomfield], 14505 [Marion],

14471 [Honeoye]

Brighton Zips 
1,114 or 51%  

Pittsford
412 or 19%

Collar
Community
Crescent
337 or 16%

Rest of the City (including Irondequoit & Greece)    217 or 10%

14617 = 49, 14622 = 22 [Irondequoit]
14607 = 56, 14609 = 23
14612 = 8, 14616 = 8, 14626 = 5, 14615 = 3 [Greece]
14605 = 8, 14619 = 8, 14624 = 8, 14604 = 7, 14608 = 4
14611 = 3, 14621 = 2, 14692 = 2, 14606 = 1, 14613 = 1

Rest of the Region   93 or 4%

…and 61 assorted zips from beyond 
the survey area [eg. Florida, etc.] 



2019 METHODOLOGICAL UPDATE:
Our Improved Geographical Analysis

As explained, “Count Me In” in 2010 asked only a participant’s zip code, not their city or town.  We then  had 
to translate zips into towns, which at best was inexact. Using zips was consistent with Rochester’ s 2000 and 
1988 studies, and “Count Me In” provided more far geographic specificity than either of those analyses, but in 
2010 we still missed the opportunity to determine city/town directly rather than indirectly. 

In 2019, Every Voice Counts specifically asked the respondent for BOTH their city/town AND 
their zip code, so our estimates are now far more accurately defined.   Brighton is in fact 
Brighton; Pittsford is in fact Pittsford; there were no assumptions or guesswork required this 
time around.  

We were also more intentionally inclusive in 2019 – not only reaching out geographically, but 
also including more of the Jewishly observant community on the one hand, and their Jewishly 
unaffiliated counterparts on the other hand. That more inclusive outreach might also have had 
some impact on our respondents’ geographic distribution.   

When tracking population changes between 2010 to 2019, in other words, we need to be careful 
not to assume migration when changes may be attributable to methodological differences –
especially with respect to Brighton, Pittsford, and the City. 



“Count Me In” 

Process for Projecting

Where We Lived in 2010

survey respondent zip codes

zip codes ~ city/town equivalents

defined clusters based on city/town

% of sample per cluster

projected # households per cluster

projected # Jews per cluster

“Every Voice Counts” 

Process For Projecting

Where We Live in 2019

Survey respondent’s city or town

% of sample per cluster

projected # households per cluster

projected # of Jewish household 
members per cluster
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Where do we live today?

2019

Brighton 45%

Pittsford 19%

Collar 
Communities

18%

The City (incl. 

Greece & Irondequoit)

13%

Rest of the 
Region (incl. Gates-

Chili, Brockport, Geneva, 
Canandaigua, etc.)

5%

Now defining our community’s contours 
directly, rather than via zip-code-based 
assumptions, we find that Brighton -- at 
45% -- realistically accounts for just 
under half our Jewish community today.  

Pittsford is home to another 19%, and the 
so-called Collar Communities [including 
Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, 
Victor, Mendon, Honeoye Falls, Rush, and 
Henrietta] collectively account for another 
18%.  

The City (including Greece and Irondequoit) 
is home to 13%, and scattered beyond --
throughout the rest of the region -- live the 
remaining 5%.  
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Rest of the Region est. 5%

“Collar Communities” est. 18%
[i.e. Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, Victor, 
Mendon, Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta]

Rest of the City [incl. Irondequoit & Greece] est. 13%

“Pittsford” est. 19%

“Brighton” est. 45%

Where We Live in 2019 
[est. % of the Jewish Community]

Community Cluster 
Key

Note:  When asked what county they lived in, 
96% said Monroe, 2% Ontario, and the 
remaining 2% said either Livingston, Wayne, 
Genesee, Yates, Seneca, Wyoming, or Orleans.
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Where do we live today?
[% of our Jewish community living in each cluster]

Roughly what proportion of our Jewish Community 
now resides within each of these geographic clusters?

Brighton 
est. 45%

Pittsford
est. 19%

Collar 

Communities
est. 18%

Rest of the City
[incl. Irondequoit & Greece]

est. 13% Rest of the
Region
est. 5%

For those who find it easier to visualize 
this type of data in a pie chart, here are 
those same findings arrayed again.  
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Rest of the Region est. 4%

“Collar Communities” est. 16%
[Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, Victor, 
Mendon, Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta]

Rest of the City est. 10%

“Pittsford” est. 19%

“Brighton” est. 51%

Where We Lived in 2010 
[est. % of the Jewish Community]

Community Cluster 
Key
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Where did we live in 2010?
[% of our Jewish community living in each cluster]

Roughly what proportion of our Jewish Community 
resided within each of these geographic clusters?

Brighton 
est. 51%

Pittsford
est. 19%

Collar 

Communities
est. 16%

Rest of the City
est. 10%

Rest of the
Region
est. 4%
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Rest of the Region est. 450 HH

“Collar Communities” est. 1,620 HH
[i.e. Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, Victor, Mendon, 

Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta]

Rest of the City [incl. Irondequoit & Greece] est. 1,170 HH

“Pittsford” est. 1,712 HH

“Brighton” est. 4,051 HH

Where We Live in 2019
[est. # of Jewish Households, totaling 9,003]

Community Cluster 
Key
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Where do we live today? 
[projected # households] 

Roughly how many of our Jewish Community’s households 
now reside within each of these geographic clusters?

Brighton 
est. 4,051

Pittsford
est. 1,712

Collar 

Communities
est. 1,620

Rest of the City 
[incl. Irondequoit & Greece]

est. 1,170
Rest of the

Region
est. 450

 Overall 2019 Estimate:  9,003 Jewish Households 
comprise Greater Rochester’s Jewish Community today.
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Rest of the Region est. 390 HH

“Collar Communities” est. 1,560 HH
[Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, Victor, Mendon, 

Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta]

Rest of the City est. 975 HH

“Pittsford” est. 1,850 HH

“Brighton” est. 4,965 HH

Where We Lived in 2010 
[est. # of Jewish Households, totaling 9,740]

Community Cluster 
Key
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Where we lived in 2010 
[projected # households] 

Roughly how many of our Jewish Community’s households 
resided within each of these geographic clusters?

Brighton 
est. 4,965

Pittsford
est. 1,850

Collar 

Communities
est. 1,560

Rest of the City
est. 975

Rest of the
Region
est. 390

 Overall 2010 Estimate:  9,740 Jewish Households 
comprised Greater Rochester’s Jewish Community.



22

22

Rest of the Region est. 938 Jews

“Collar Communities” est. 3,400 Jews
[i.e. Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, Victor, Mendon, 
Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta]

Rest of the City [incl. Irondequoit & Greece] est. 2,440 Jews

“Pittsford” est. 3,603 Jews

“Brighton” est. 8,530 Jews

Where We Live in 2019 
[est. # of people living in Jewish households, totaling 18,911]

Community Cluster 
Key
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Where do we live today? 
[projected # Jewish household members per cluster] 

Roughly how many of our Community’s Jews  
now reside within each of these geographic clusters?

Brighton 
est. 8,530

Pittsford
est. 3,603

Collar 

Communities
est. 3,400

Rest of the City
[incl. Irondequoit & Greece]

est. 2,440 Rest of the
Region
est. 938

 Overall Estimate:  18,911 people live in Jewish households
across the Greater Rochester region today.
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24

Rest of the Region est. 795 Jews

“Collar Communities” est. 3,175 Jews
[Webster, Penfield, Fairport, Perinton, Victor, Mendon, 
Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta]

Rest of the City est. 1,985 Jews

“Pittsford” est. 3,770 Jews

“Brighton” est. 10,125 Jews

Where We Lived in 2010 
[est. # of Jews, totaling 19,850]

Community Cluster 
Key
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Where did we live in 2010? 
[projected # Jews per cluster] 

Roughly how many of our Community’s Jews  
resided within each of these geographic clusters?

Brighton 
est. 10,125

Pittsford
est. 3,770

Collar 

Communities
est. 3,175

Rest of the City
est. 1,985

Rest of the
Region
est. 795

 Overall Estimate:  19,850 people lived in Jewish households 
across the Greater Rochester region in 2010.
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According to the Pew Research Center, 
Jews account for 1.9% of the total US population 

and 7% of the NYS population. 

So what percentage of our own region’s population 
is our Jewish community today?

Once you move beyond Brighton & Pittsford, 

our Jewish presence drops down steeply

and we become vastly outnumbered!

2019 Overall

Population 
per US 
Census

2019

Est. Jewish 
population

%

Jewish 
presence

Brighton 36,447 8,508 23.4%

Pittsford 29,349 3,596 12.3%

Collar Communities (i.e. Webster, Penfield, 

Fairport, Perinton, Victor, Mendon, Honeoye Falls, Rush, Henrietta)

206,879 3,403 1.6%

The City (incl. Greece & Irondequoit) 352,517 2,458 0.7%

Rest of the 9-County Region (incl. Gates-

Chili, Brockport, Geneva, Canandaigua, etc.)

575,607 946 0.2%

Monroe County (where 96% of us live) 741,770 18,173 2.4%

Ontario County (where 2% of us live) 109,777 359 0.3%

7 Other Counties in our Region (Wayne, 

Livingston, Genesee, Yates, Seneca, Wyoming, Orleans)
349,252 379 0.1%

Overall 9-County “Rochester Region” 1,200,799 18,911 1.6%
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A longer-term perspective on where we live today.

 Once upon a time, our Jewish community was centered in the 
City, in neighborhoods like Joseph Avenue. Then a portion of 
the community moved into Irondequoit. The next shift was to 
Brighton, where roughly half of our Jews were living in 2010, 
and nearly half live today.  

 Brighton remains the community’s primary nucleus, but our 
Jewish community today is certainly not all there or only 
there.  Just over half (55%) now live elsewhere, and taken 
together, Pittsford and the collar communities are now home 
to more than 1 in 3 (37%) of our community’s Jewish 
households.  And yet nearly all of our Jewish bricks & mortar 
are now located in either Brighton and/or the City.

 This is an important perspective to keep in mind when 
planning activities, events, programs, services, etc. on    
behalf of our community’s Jews and their families.
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Rediscovering one of our findings from 2010, we see that this was 
already an emerging issue that has, over the past decade, become 
at least directionally even more pronounced. 

[2010 question:] If you’re not a dues-paying JCC member, but do belong to another fitness facility 

or health club, please help us understand your choice.  Please check whichever considerations 
from the list below make the secular alternative seem like a better choice for you?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

JCC feels too Jewish

Prefer a secular facility

Better instructors

Friends belong elsewhere

Friendlier customer service

To work out without friends/acquaintances

Better classes

Better equipment

Better open hours [Shabbat / holidays]

Nicer facility

Cost / more economical

Location / distance / convenience

[2010 N=500 of 2,234]

This insight is not just about the JCC, but really about all of our Jewish community’s agencies and organizations.  

Clearly, location/ distance/ convenience was by far the most often-cited consideration here, suggesting that locating 

facilities and planning programs represents a very different challenge today than it used to back when our Jewish 

community was more tightly concentrated (whether in the City, Irondequoit, and/or Brighton) and less dispersed.  

64%
33%

19%

19%

17%

13%

10%

10%

9%

7%

5%

2%
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A specific question arose about Irondequoit, where historically a   
non-trivial portion of our Jewish community used to live.
While we don’t have Irondequoit-specific numbers from our earliest 
two studies, we do have a ten-year perspective, from 2010 to 2019:

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

20s

30s

40s

50s

60s

70s

80s

90s+

% response 2%4%4%22%31%27%4%4%

20s30s40s50s60s70s80s90s+

In 2010, only zip codes 14617 and 14622 were equated with Irondequoit, and our 2010
survey sample had 71 respondents from Irondequoit (49+22 respectively).  

In 2019, we had 45 respondents choosing Irondequoit as their city/town. 
Here’s what we know about those 45 Irondequoit Jews today:

1
2
2
10
14
12
2
2

While a full aged range
is represented, the clear
majority are now in 
their 50s, 60s, and 70s.

The mean “average” Irondequoit 
resident today has lived in the
greater Rochester area for 46
years, and lived at their current 
address for 20 years.

Of our 45 Irondequoit residents,
29 listed their zips as 14617, 10 
listed 14622, and 5 others listed 
14609 – the latter confirming  
the accuracy of our including
Irondequoit alongside the City    
in the same geographic cluster.
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An Even Longer-term (30-year) Historical Perspective

on the Rochester Jewish Community’s Geography 

Note that the 1988 and 2000 Jewish Demographic Study data shown in the 
following slide series are taken directly from those two previous survey’s 
geographic projections.   

Both those earlier studies defined the Rochester area as simply consisting of three 
basic components – Brighton, Pittsford, and the so-called “Non-Core” (aka 
everywhere else) – all of which fell solely within Monroe County.  

The 2010 “Count Me In” study’s geographical purview was significantly broader, 
and analyzed our community’s contours via our five currently relevant segments, 
across 9 counties, for far more nuanced and comprehensive geographical insight.  

For historical comparison, however, we now take our 2010 and 2019 data and 
reconfigure its contours to fit along the very simplistic 1988 and 2000 
lines, in order to provide some observations about basic population shifts 
within our community over the past 30 years.



31

31

Quoting the 2000 study, 

in 1988 there were an 

estimated:

6,100 Jewish HH

in Brighton  (54%)

1,100 Jewish HH

in Pittsford  (10%)

4,000 Jewish HH

in the Non-Core (36%)

= 11,200 Jewish HH

in total

In 1988, just over 30 years ago:

WHERE WE LIVED HISTORICALLY (1988200020102019)
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The 2000 study estimated:

4,900 Jewish HH

in Brighton  (48%)

1,300 Jewish HH

in Pittsford  (13%)

4,000 Jewish HH

in the Non-Core (39%)

=  10,230 Jewish HH 

in total

In 2000, twenty years ago:

WHERE WE LIVED HISTORICALLY (1988200020102019)
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Collapsing & consolidating

our five 2010 community 

clusters into three for 

historical comparability,

today we find:

4,965 Jewish HH

in Brighton  (51%)

1,850 Jewish HH

in Pittsford  (19%)

2,925 Jewish HH

in the Non-Core (30%)

9,740 Jewish HH in total

In 2010, ten years ago:

WHERE WE LIVED HISTORICALLY (1988200020102019)



34

34

Collapsing & consolidating

our five 2019 community 

clusters into three for 

historical comparability,

today we find:

4,051 Jewish HH

in Brighton  (45%)

1,712 Jewish HH

in Pittsford  (19%)

3,240 Jewish HH

in the Non-Core (36%)

9,003 Jewish HH in total

In 2019, today:

WHERE WE LIVED HISTORICALLY (1988200020102019)
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Placing the four decades

side-by-side, this historical 

perspective emerges:

Brighton = 

6,1004,9004,965 4,051

[54%48%51%45%]

Pittsford =

1,1001,3001,8501,712

[10%13%19%19%]

Non-Core =

4,0004,0002,9253,240

[36%39%30%36%]

Total # Jewish HH = 

11,20010,2309,7409,003

[-8.6%]    [-4.8%]    [-7.6%]

A 30-Year Historical Perspective

Taking just two points in 
time – our endpoints, 1988 
and 2019 – we discover a        
30-year 20% decline in our 
community’s overall size, 
having lost 2,197 of our 
11,200 households during 
those three decades. 

In terms of proportionate 
geographical shifting within 
our community from 1988 to 
2019, we see Brighton now 
9 p.p. lower but Pittsford 
9 p.p. higher, with the rest 
of the area on balance 
unchanged.  While our 
current analytical process is 
far more detailed and 
nuanced, this thumbnail     
3-decade overview provides 
some interesting insight.

WHERE WE LIVED HISTORICALLY (1988200020102019)
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A 30-year Historical Perspective:

“Brighton”, “Pittsford”, and the so-called “Non-Core” communities over time:

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

"Brighton" "Pittsford" "Non-Core"

1988 54% 10% 36%

2000 48% 13% 39%

2010 51% 19% 30%

2019 45% 19% 36%

19882019  30-year change (%):

Brighton down by 9 p.p.      Pittsford up by 9 p.p.     Non-Core unchanged

However, this is a vastly over-simplified perspective in that these three 
historical demarcations – especially the non-core -- lack critical nuance. 
Today that “non-core” is sub-divided into three areas (i.e. city, collar 
communities, and rest of the region) each with its own population 
dynamics, eg. the collar communities in particular seeing increased 
Jewish presence since 1988.

54%  45%

10%  19%

36%  36%
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A 30-year Historical Perspective:

“Brighton”, “Pittsford”, and the so-called “Non-Core” communities over time:

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

"Brighton" "Pittsford" "Non-Core"

1988 6100 1100 4000

2000 4900 1300 4000

2010 4965 1850 2925

2019 4051 1712 3240

For those who find it more helpful to envision a number of households 
rather than proportional percentages -- especially given the fact that our 
community’s overall population has been declining -- here are those same 
19882019  30-year changes in terms of the number of households within 

each of the three geographical components.  From 1988 to today:

Brighton down 2,049 HHs    
Pittsford up 612 HHs     

“Non-Core” down 760 HHs

6,100  4,051 [down 2,049 HHs]

1,100  1,712 [up 612 HHs]

4000  3,240 [down 760 HHs]
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Our Jewish Community’s 
Geographic Profile

[2019 N = 2,395]

Observation:  As the following slide series will show, 
despite the changes and trends we’ve observed over the 
past 30 years, we are not a highly transient community.  
We tend to come, settle, and stay – although on average 
we move once or twice within the area.  
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Which of these best describes you?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Moved to Rochester from somewhere

else

Raised in the Rochester region and

lived here all (or most) of my life

Raised here, left, then moved back

% response 59%27%14%

Moved to Rochester from 

somewhere else

Raised in the Rochester region 

and lived here all (or most) of my 

life

Raised here, left, then moved 

back

[2019 N = 2,395]

Our survey intentionally reached beyond our Jewish community’s  
“inner circle” of those who have lived here all their lives, and we 
evidently engaged participation from a far wider range of voices.  
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Asking those who moved to Rochester from somewhere else:

From where did you move to Rochester?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

From elsewhere in the US

From the NY Metropolitan area

From elsewhere in NY State

From Israel

From some other country

From the former Soviet Union

From Canada

% response 41%30%19%4%4%3%3%

From 

elsewhere in 

the US

From the NY 

Metropolitan 

area

From 

elsewhere in 

NY State

From Israel
From some 

other country

From the 

former Soviet 

Union

From Canada

[2019 N = 1,149 of our 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[2010 finding:]  If we weren’t born here, where did we come from?

Q41b)  From where did you move to Rochester?*

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

from the former Soviet

Union [N=24]

from Israel [N=33]

from Canada [N=37]

from some other country

[N=49]

from elsewhere within the

US [N=1321]

% response 2% 2% 3% 3% 90%

from the former 

Soviet Union 

[N=24]

from Israel [N=33]
from Canada 

[N=37]

from some other 

country [N=49]

from elsewhere 

within the US 

[N=1321]

[N=1,464 of 2,234]

Note: This was 2010’s less granular way 
of asking this question than used in 
2019, where we broke out “NY 
Metropolitan area” and “elsewhere in 
NYS” from what in 2010 was simply 
lumped into “elsewhere within the US”.  
Ironically, the three totaled 90% in 
both 2010 and 2019.
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[Asking those who moved to Rochester from elsewhere in the US, beyond NYS:]

Did you move to Rochester from the Northeast,  
the South, the Midwest, or the West?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Northeast

Midwest

South

West

% response 46%30%14%12%

NortheastMidwestSouthWest

[2019 N = 470 of our 2,395 Jewish adult respondents]

Observation:  As seen on the slide which 
follows, more of us report moving to 
Rochester from the Midwest, West, and 
South today than did so 10 years ago, when 
the vast majority of our in-migration
came to our community from the Northeast. 
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[2010 finding:] 
If we weren’t born here, where did we come from?

Q41c)  [Those who in Q41b responded “from elsewhere within the US” 
were then asked:]  Did you move to Rochester from somewhere in 
the Northeast, the South, the Midwest, or the West?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

south [N=69]

west [N=71]

midwest [N=155]

northeast [N=1,026]

south [N=69] west [N=71] midwest [N=155] northeast [N=1,026]

% response 5% 5% 12% 78%

[N=1,321 of 2,234]
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[asking all those who moved here or returned after leaving: 

What brought you – or brought you back –
to the Rochester region?
[Please choose all that apply:]

61% Work

36% Family ties (mine 
and/or my partner’s)

23% Quality of life

20% Great place to raise 
kids

17% Affordability

17% School

11% Vibrant Jewish 
Community

7% Something else

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

work

family

quality life

kids

affordability

school

Jewish community

other

Observation:  Family ties are important, but the 
work opportunities must be here for someone 
to move -- or move back – to our region.

[2019 N = 1,418 of our 2,395 Jewish adult respondents]
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In total, how many years 
have you lived in the Rochester region?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

<5 years

5-10 years

11-20 years

21-30 years

31-40 years

over 40 years

<5 years5-10 years11-20 years21-30 years31-40 yearsover 40 years

% response 6%5%9%16%18%46%

Range of response:  <1 to 96 years

Median residence here: 39 years 

This extremely high mean reaffirms 

an extremely stable community.

On the other hand, 11% of our survey’s 
participants came to our community since 
the “Count Me In” study was conducted 
in 2010.  And 31 of our respondents said 
they’ve lived here 1 year or less. So: 
(a) newcomers are still arriving, and
(b) our survey reached at least some
of those newcomers, and heard their voices.

[2019 N = 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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And what do we know about those 
31 responding newcomers to the Rochester region

who arrived within the past year?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

20s, 30s

40s, 50s 60s

70s, 80s+

20s, 30s40s, 50s 60s70s, 80s+

% response 58%29%13%

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Modern Orthodox

Traditional Orthodox

Conservative

Just Jewish etc.

Reform

They tend to be relatively young –
(although a few elders have moved here, probably 
to be nearer their adult children)

Many are observant, identifying as either 

Modern Orthodox or Traditional Orthodox

They came here from all over – not 

just Metro NY; a surprising number from the south.

What brought them here? Mostly work

37%

23%

20%

20%

10%

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Work

Family ties

Raise kids

Jewish Community

Affordability

Quality of Life

Of these 31 newcomers: 6 came from Metro NY, 17 from elsewhere in the US (7 from the South, 
4 from the Midwest, 3 each from the Northeast and the West). Of those who came here from 
outside the US, 3 came from Canada, 2 from Israel, 1 from the FSU, 2 from some other country. 



47

An Interesting Historical Perspective --
The 2010 “Count Me In” version of this question:

How many years have you lived in the Rochester area?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

over 20 years

11-20 years

5-10 years

under 5 years

over 20 years 11-20 years 5-10 years under 5 years

% response 66% 17% 9% 8%

[N = 1,463 of 2,234]

The average in 2010 is 28.9 

years – an extremely high 

mean, indicative of 

an extremely stable community.

Observation – A reassuring historical reality check:  
Averages:  2010 = 29 years … 2019 = 39 years  [ten years later] 
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How many years have you lived 
at your current address?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

<5 years

5-10 years

11-20 years

21-30 years

31-40 years

> 40 years

<5 years5-10 years11-20 years21-30 years31-40 years> 40 years

% response 23%16%23%19%12%7%

38% have lived in their current homes over 

20 years, the longest amongst them for 85 

years.  At the other end, 39% have changed 

addresses within the past 10 years.  Overall, 

the median length in their current homes is 

15 years.  

Coupling that 15 year median with the 39-

year average length stay in the Rochester 

area, we reaffirm that ours is a highly stable 

community, where people tend to come, 

settle, stay -- and on average move once or 

twice within the area.

39%

38%

[2019 N = 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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And what do we know -- or can we infer -- about our
139 respondents who moved to their current addresses

within the past year?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

20's

30's

40's

50's

60's

70's

80s+

20's30's40's50's60's70's80s+

% response 17%31%6%9%17%7%14%

Young and mobile

Upgrading

Down-sizing

Moving to simpler, more supportive settings?
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Do you currently own or rent 
the home or apartment you live in?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

own

rent

neither of those

ownrentneither of those

% response 85%12%3%

[2019 N = 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[Those who own were asked:]

If your home was for sale today, 
roughly how much do you imagine that it would sell for?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

under $100,000

$100,000-$250,000

$250,000-$500,000

over $500,000

under $100,000 $100,000-$250,000 $250,000-$500,000 over $500,000

% response 3% 44% 44% 9%

[N=1,638 responding Jewish adults who currently own their homes]

Observation:  Rochester remains a 
relatively affordable place to live, 
especially compared with Metro 
NY, Boston, DC, etc. Affordability 
is not, however, the primary 
driving force in bringing people 
here, or bringing them back. 
Affordability ranks fifth among a 
range of factors -- behind work, 
family ties, a high quality of life, 
and being a great place to raise 
children.
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How many months of the year do you live in the Rochester region?

Those who live here fewer than all 12 months were then asked:

During which seasons of the year do you live elsewhere?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

all 12 months fewer than 12

% response 89% 11%

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

winter spring fall summer

% response 85% 30% 24% 22%

89% of our respondents
live here year-round.

[In 2010, that number was 91%.]

Of those 11% who
spend part of the
year elsewhere,
most flee in winter.

[2019 N = 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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Methodological Note:  
The 80/30 Assumption

 It’s relatively easy to say in a survey that you’re likely to do something, or 
likely to consider doing something. So on the analytical end of the process, 
taking survey findings too literally can become misleading. 

 As a result, instead of using those numbers at face value, a rule of thumb 
called the 80/30 adjustment factor was developed, tested, and proven – over 
several decades and across countless studies – when using survey findings to 
more realistically predict actual behavior.  

 The fundamental assumption is that 80% of those who describe themselves as 
“very likely” to do something actually will. And 30% of those who describe 
themselves as “somewhat likely” to do something actually will.  

 So instead of merely adding together our top-two-box / very-plus-somewhat-
likely responses when analyzing and interpreting our survey findings, we find 
that a more realistic predictive outcome is derived by taking 80% of the “very 
likely” responses plus 30% of the “somewhat likely” responses.  

 That approach has been used where applicable in several upcoming slides.  It 
was also used in 2010, when comparable likelihood questions were asked.  
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2019 Looking Ahead Geographically:  Where are we going?

Our Jewish Community’s fundamental stability is predicted to continue 
into the future, but with some ongoing attrition & out-migration:

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

not at all 

not very

somewhat

very

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

not at all

not very

somewhat

very

How likely are you to move 
within the coming 3-5 years?

If you do move within the next 
few years, how likely are you to 
leave the Rochester region?

10%

21%

36%

33%

80/30 adjusted
Likelihood: 

80% of 10%
30% of 21%

Thus, ~ 14% will 
actually move
within the next
3-5 years.

[In 2010, that
number was 9%]

80/30 adjusted
likelihood: 

80% of 32% 
30% of 22%

Thus, ~ 32% of 14% = 

4.5% will actually 
leave Rochester 
within the next 3-5 
years.

In 2010, that number 

was estimated at 2-4 %

32%

22%

26%

20%

32%
14%

Asking those who answered
very or somewhat likely:
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How likely are you to continue to maintain some sort of 
residence in the Rochester region after retirement?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

don't know / depends / too soon to answer

not at all likely

not very likely

somewhat likely

very likely

don't know /
depends / too soon

to answer
not at all likely not very likely somewhat likely very likely

% response 20% 4% 4% 14% 58%

Observation:  

80/30 adjusted likelihood = 

80% of 58%

30% of 14% 

~ 51% will actually do so (even 

if conservatively we include none of the 

“don’t know” respondents, which at 20% 

could change that number significantly).

In 2010, the comparable number was 56%

51%
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WHO ARE WE GEOGRAPHICALLY?
CONCLUDING SUMMARY

 This collection of slides provides a geographic perspective on our Jewish 
Community – both today and within an historical context.

 We began by explaining our geographic analytical approach, noting the 
differences between 2010’s zip code based assumptions about the respondent’s 
city / town versus 2019’s direct identification of city / town. We next explored the 
geographic contours and shifts within our region, by viewing our five geographic 
clusters in three ways:  % of sample by cluster, projected number of Jewish 
households by cluster, and projected number of people in Jewish households by 
cluster.  

 We discovered that roughly half our community’s Jews live in Brighton –
but the other half live elsewhere today [i.e. Pittsford, the so-called Collar 
Communities, the City, and the region beyond] suggesting that our 
Jewish community’s offerings need to reach beyond Brighton in order to 
engage Jews everywhere.

 For an historical 30-year perspective, we then backed our current five-cluster 
geographic framework into the less granular three-cluster framework inherited 
from Rochester’s 2000 and 1988 demographic studies,  and identified the 
movement patterns and trends within those more grossly defined building blocks 
of Brighton, Pittsford, and the so-called “Non-Core” (i.e. everywhere else in 
Monroe County).
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WHO ARE WE GEOGRAPHICALLY?
CONCLUDING SUMMARY  (continued)

 We then reaffirmed our Jewish community’s fundamental geographic stability –
while acknowledging ongoing declines in our overall community size.  While our 
community’s declines are not nearly as steep and damaging as our neighboring 
communities such as Buffalo, Syracuse, etc. our own Jewish community’s population 
has slowly declined and geographically shifted.  

 On the other hand, we find newcomers continuing to arrive here each year.  Some 
are coming – and some coming back.  It is jobs that most often bring them here –
and without jobs, bringing them here would not be possible – but they also move here 
for family, for the quality of life, because Rochester is a great place to raise their 
children, for its relative affordability, for schools, and – further down on the list but still 
a factor mentioned by 11% of those who came here (or came back) from elsewhere –
for a vibrant Jewish community.   

 We finally provided insight into where we as Rochester area’s Jews came from, and 
where we envision ourselves going in the future.  Some additional out-migration is 
predicted, but hopefully that can be offset by an inflow of newcomers and 
those returning here from elsewhere.  But jobs remain the critical attraction –
and whatever we as a Jewish community can do to help connect Jews with 
jobs should be encouraged.

 This geography-related compilation is another of the iceberg’s tips.  The rest of the 
story is told via the remaining presentations and reports, each focused on another 
chapter of the findings from our “Every Voice Counts – Jewish Rochester’s 2019 
Regional Survey”.  Each represents a live resource for the ongoing use of those 
agencies, organizations, and individuals who will be planning our Jewish community’s 
future in the years ahead.



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

