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EVERY VOICE COUNTS OVERVIEW & WHITE PAPER: 
 

A FULL YEAR OF LISTENING & LEARNING  
SUMMARIZED IN 7 MINUTES 

 
 
Every Voice Counts was Jewish Rochester’s 2019 Regional Survey.   
 
So who exactly are we -- the “we” who comprise “Rochester’s Jewish Community” today?    
 
The answer is, we are many things.   
 
Had our survey efforts been less intentionally inclusive this time, we might have come away 
with a somewhat different impression.  Perhaps a significantly different impression.  But we 
reached far and wide, and we reached deeply, and we welcomed the voices of those who 
have not been actively involved in our Jewish community alongside those who are our 
perennial Jewish community leaders.  We took this opportunity to listen to those on the 
outskirts, as well as those on the inside.  Those whose Judaism is a peripheral dimension in 
their lives today, and those whose Judaism is a personal cornerstone.   
 
Collectively, we identify with a full spectrum of denominations -- or with no denomination at all.   
 
Collectively, we are ritually observant -- or not.  We keep Kosher -- or don’t.  We are Shomer 
Shabbat -- or we’re not.    
 
What we do Jewishly share, however, is a powerfully warm embrace of our Jewish values 
and traditions.   Our history, our holidays, and our food also unite us.  Rituals and religious 
practice may mean more to some of us than others -- but our Jewish values and traditions 
bring us together.   
 
The vast majority of us either always or usually do three things:  89% of us participate in a 
Passover seder.  87% of us light Chanukah candles.  And 85% of us have at least one 
mezuzah on our doors [whether inside and/or outside].   
 
Friendship is a very powerful thing.  93% of us report that at least one of our 5 closest friends 
is Jewish.  [For our teens, that number is 83%.]  On the other hand, 64% report that at least 
one of our 5 closest friends is not Jewish.  [For our teens, that number is 79%].  So while 
we’re part of the Jewish community, we’re also very much part of the larger community 
around us.  Our Jewish community is not an isolated or insulated one.   
 
Synagogues are clearly not the only purveyors of Jewish life, and less formal grass-roots 
Jewish gatherings and experiences can, for some, often become even more meaningful.   
 
Clearly, there are many different ways to be Jewish in Jewish Rochester.  But there are also 
some very powerful common denominators.  Efforts to foster Jewish communal engagement 
might best start from that common ground and then provide a full spectrum of opportunities 
for meaningfully affirming our shared Jewishness.   
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What else did we discover about ourselves?    
 

 That there are today an estimated 18,911 of us living in 9,003 Jewish households -- a 
ten-year decline of 4.7% in population and 7.6% in households since our 2010 study.   

 

 That we are already an aging community (63% of us now over age 40; 23% of us 
over age 70) and most of us intend to remain here as we age.  Many of us (38%) 
already are -- or soon will be -- caregivers for aging parents, in-laws, and even 
spouses.  Moreover, we find the opposite of a baby boom, with -- except for our 
community’s Orthodox families -- fewer children being born into our Jewish 
households, and even fewer anticipated in the future.  

 

 That we are a far more diverse community than some might have anticipated.  23% 
of our respondents told us that their households or families are interfaith, and 53% of 
those who are parents or step-parents told us that one or more of their children or 
step-children are currently in interfaith relationships -- contours highly consistent with 
Pew’s recent findings across Jewish communities throughout the US.  Our diversity 
includes Jews of Color and inter-racial households, those who identify as LGBTQ, 
Israelis, and those from the Former Soviet Union.  We also have many community 
members who deal with a wide range of physical, mental, and emotional disabilities -- 
and their caregivers.  As a Jewish community, the very diverse needs of all must be 
considered, because Jews take care of each other.   

 

 That 39% of our responding Jewish adults, and 65% of our responding Jewish teens, 
have experienced or witnessed recent Anti-Semitism, and 72% agree strongly that 
anti-Semitism is on the rise, both around the world and in our own community.  And 
nearly half of us (48%)  admit to feeling less than very safe and secure being Jewish 
today, going to Jewish places, and/or doing Jewish things.   

 

 That travel to Israel has had powerful positive impact upon many respondents’ Jewish 
identity.  Whatever our community can do to enable those who have either never -- or 
not for decades  -- had the opportunity to visit Israel should be encouraged.  Today, 
most of our Jewish community feels emotionally attached to Israel -- and positively 
towards Israel -- but that doesn’t keep many from also feeling conflicted about certain 
aspects of Israeli politics and policies. Our survey respondents seek credible Israel-
related programming that informs and enlightens, yet does so across a full spectrum of 
perspectives -- both supportive and critical -- allowing each of us to decide for 
ourselves what to think and how to feel.  

 

 That we are a highly educated community [70% of us having earned a bachelors, 
masters, or doctoral degree], but not necessarily Jewishly educated.  Many, however, 
support the concept of lifelong Jewish learning, and they are most receptive towards 
offerings that are actively engaging, highly participative, and provide a broad array of 
experiential learning opportunities.  

 

 That contrary to some long-held assumptions and perceptions about the 
predominance of lifelong residents, most of us (73%) actually came to Rochester 
from elsewhere or moved back after living elsewhere.  It was most often work [ours 
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or our partner’s] that brought us here or brought us back.  To keep newcomers arriving, 
and replenish our community with younger arrivals (including our own offspring now 
living elsewhere) job creation and connection will be the key, although the post-COVID 
reality may allow increasing creativity in terms of living here while working remotely for 
organizations located elsewhere.   

 

 That geographically, just over half of us [55%] now live beyond Brighton.  37% live in 
either Pittsford [19%] or the Collar Community suburbs [18%], with another 13% living 
in the City of Rochester [including Irondequoit and Greece], and the remaining 5% 
scattered across the rest of the region.  Yet today nearly all of the Jewish community’s 
bricks and mortar, services, events, and activities are provided in either Brighton or the 
City.  A truly connected community must reach out to people where they are, and 
provide geographically appropriate opportunities for connectivity. 

 
Our current Jewish community is far more fortunate than nearby Buffalo, Syracuse, and a 
host of smaller communities like Utica and Batavia, each of whose Jewish presence and 
infrastructure have declined significantly over the past decades.  Once entities like Jewish 
summer camps, synagogues and schools are lost, that loss is typically permanent.  So when 
our survey participants collectively weighed in on the relative importance of a wide range of 
cornerstones for a thriving Jewish community, they identified as significant both those with 
the broadest relevance and those with more targeted relevance. But none were considered to 
be superfluous, nor readily dismissed, even if a more specific sub-population are to be its 
users.  A vibrant and solid Jewish community, we’re told, deserves all these cornerstones to 
truly thrive.   
 
But just as important as its institutional infrastructure -- and the right set of entities -- a thriving 
Jewish community needs, and deserves, the right attitudinal dimension.  We in our survey 
practiced radically widespread inclusion and unconditionally warm welcome.  It was a great 
way to achieve a highly robust and engaged survey sample.  That same approach can now 
be emulated to achieve an enthusiastically robust and engaged Jewish community.     
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

Jocelyn 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible 
President, Rochester Research Group 
P.O. Box 22954 Rochester, NY 14692 
Phone 585.924.3620  Cell 585.967.4558 
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