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Itamar Bigman 

Itamar lives in our partnership city of Modi’in with his parents and two 

younger siblings. He enjoys reading, sports (particularly running) and 

spending time with his friends. 

In high school, Itamar majored in Cyber Computer Science and Physics, 

and says he is fascinated by people’s ability to shape and influence the 

world around us using advanced technologies and loves applying the 

laws of physics to learn and discover new things. 

For the past three years, Itamar has volunteered with an organization 

called "Krembo Wings, which is the only inclusive youth movement in 

Israel for children and youth with severe disabilities. 

Itamar served as both lead counselor and trainer for counselors 

working with kids with special needs, and more recently was promoted to head coordinator for his local chapter.  

What are three things Itamar loves about Israel? “Israel is my homeland, I am connected to its roots both 

historically as well as nationally. I love the various local cuisines and traditional dishes. I enjoy Israel's pluralistic 

society, its warmth, chutzpa and ability to accept all the different religions and cultures into one big community.” 

 

Oren Katz 

Oren is also from our partnership city of Modi’in and completed her senior 

year of high school with a major in social studies and Theater. She has 

always excelled in and is passionate about the arts, and enjoys playing the 

piano and singing. 

Oren was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, while her parents served four years as 

Jewish Agency Shlichim (Israeli emissaries). They returned to Israel when 

Oren was one year old. Oren grew up with a deep connection to the United 

States and has fond memories from her time in Rochester as a Journey for 

Identity (JFI) participant last year. She is the youngest of four siblings, with 

two older brothers and an older sister. 

A long-time member of the “Tzofim” (Israeli scouts), Oren most recently 

volunteered as a 5th grade counselor. She is also part of a professional theater group, which performs in high 

schools and boarding schools all over Israel. 

What are three things Oren loves about Israel? “I love that Israel is a small country with many different views. In 

addition I like the cultural diversity which makes Israel even more special. The third thing and one of many things I 

love about Israel is the spirit of the Jewish holidays, and the wonderful vibes that we have here during the 

holidays.” 
 

 


