
OUR COMMUNITY PROFILE: 
WHO WE ARE DEMOGRAPHICALLY



“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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“Every Voice Counts”

 Not merely a Jewish Census, but a needs assessment

 Designed by and for our own community

 Exploring our Jewish perspectives & priorities

 What do we truly value?

 To plan our future

 To become the most connected, engaged and 
engaging Jewish Community in North America

The overarching purpose, 
beyond merely counting ourselves:



On the other hand…

…the demographics, too, are important. 

We do need to know how many of us there are, how old we 
are, how educated we are, how rich or poor we are, etc. 

So this report explores what we now know about ourselves 
demographically, with an eye to using this insight – and all our 
findings -- to help us build connection and engagement.

Keep in mind the fact that Every Voice Counts was fielded during 
pre-COVID world, so we will need to interpret and implement all 
our survey findings using the lens of our current and going-forward 
COVID reality.  But what we discovered about ourselves in terms of 
demographics remains largely intact and relevant today.  
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How many of us are there?

There are today an estimated 18,911 
Jews (i.e. people living in Jewish 
households) across the greater 
Rochester region.

There were
19,850 in 2010      20,847 in 2000

 a 4.7% decline since 2010 
 a 9.3% decline since 2000.

There are today an estimated 9,003 
Jewish households across the 
greater Rochester region 

There were
9,740 in 2010      10,230 in 2010

 a 7.6% decline since 2010

 a 12.0% decline since 2000.
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2000 10,230 20,847

2010 9,740 19,850

2019 9,003 18,911

For context, between 2010 and 2020, citing US Census data: 
While we lost 939 people (4.7%), NYS excluding NYC lost 53,680 people (0.5%).
Closer to home, the 9-county Rochester region lost 17,372 residents (1.3% of its population).
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Where did our 2019 population projections come from?

 Reiterated and applied the same methodology developed, tested and proven for 2010’s 
“Count Me In” analysis [working alongside Dr. Jacob (Jack) Finkelstein, PhD, URMC].

 Triangulation (Factoring together three points):
[a] What we found  +  [b] What we know   [c] What we therefore project

Two examples:

__“a” claim to be synagogue members __ =         __# responding survey participants___
“b” actual synagogue members “c” community-wide projection

__“a” claim to be Federation donors___ =         ____# responding survey participants __
“b” actual Federation donors “c” community-wide projection

By tying our findings to what we actually know, we are able to both:
1.  Extrapolate our community-wide projections
2.  Realistically adjust for those who might tend to over-state such things as being a dues-paying 
members of a synagogue and/or contributing to Federation, as people are admittedly prone to do. 

 Additional triangulations:  Federation donor analysis by zip code and synagogue membership 
analysis by individual congregation.  

 Layering multiple triangulations, we discovered closely converging third point projections [in other 
words, all our many calculated “c” points], eventually taking their weighted average as our overall 
community population estimates and our overall community household estimates. 

 Reassuringly, as a capstone reality check, the average number of members per household derived 
via our individual-versus-household triangulation projections happened to match almost exactly  
the survey’s own average household size count – again confirming that our methodology was 
inherently sound. 
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A surprising outcome?  Perhaps. 
But if so, here’s why…

 We are indeed declining.   But not nearly as much as some may have 
assumed.

 Why and how was this study able to determine that?  

 By intentionally reaching out in both directions – to our 
community’s least and most Jewishly engaged members:

 We connected with many whose Judaism has not been involving them in 
our community in any recognizable and countable way, leaving them 
often unengaged and overlooked.

 At the other end of the spectrum, we made sure to reach and engage our 
community’s most observant members, who in 2010’s survey had not 
been as actively included.

 Because of our study’s commitment to being so highly inclusive this 
year, a full spectrum of Jewish voices have now been heard, and 
their presence in our community now recognized and counted.



Note:  Although the next two slides are not strictly speaking 
demographics, they do help to inform our demographic findings 
by providing insight into our survey sample’s reach and the 
contours of the relationship between our survey participants and 
our Jewish community.  

They make us more comfortable, in other words, extrapolating 
our survey’s findings into our community’s realities.
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Which of the following best describes your 

current involvement with the 

Rochester Region’s Jewish Community?

[Please choose all that apply to you:]

A. I’m deeply and/or 
actively involved [772]

B. I’m often involved, but 
not deeply and/or 
actively [522]

C. I’m occasionally involved 
[568]

D. I’m rarely or never 
involved [418]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

A B C D

35%

23% 25%
19%

With nearly 1 respondent in 5 [19%] 
rarely or never involved in our Jewish 
community, this survey has listened to 
418 voices that rarely or never get heard.  
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[ASKING THOSE 418 WHO DESCRIBED THEMSELVES AS RARELY OR NEVER INVOLVED:]

Which of the following best explain 

your relationship with the 

Rochester Region’s Jewish Community?

[Please choose all that apply to you:]

A. While I’m not very involved, 
that’s been my choice. I’ve 
never felt excluded.  [201]

B. I wouldn’t mind being involved, 
I’ve just had other priorities.  
[77]

C. Even though I’m Jewish, I don’t feel 
a sense of belonging. [65]

D. I’m not sure what a Jewish 
community could offer me that’s 
relevant and meaningful.  [53]

E. I’d like to be more involved, but 
not sure where to start.  [38]

F. I live too far from Rochester to feel 
part of their Jewish community [36]
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25%

50%

75%

100%

A B C D E F

50%

19%
16%

13%

Although half tell us they’ve never felt
excluded, perhaps now (having shared 
their voices in our survey) they’ll feel 
more included, and be more apt to engage 
with our Jewish community in the future --
assuming we can offer connection they’ll 
find meaningful and motivating, and offer 
it in a warm and welcoming way.  And 
that’s what this survey is really about. 

10%
9%
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How old is our Jewish Community today?

Estimated Number of People 
within our community’s 9,003 Jewish households
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in their 80s

in their 90s+

children
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% 5%9%9%7%7%8%13%19%15%6%2%

est # people 921165017141428138414852462352627701244327

[est. N=18,911 members of 9,003 Jewish households]
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est. 921 babies & toddlers 
under age 5 (5%)

est. 1,650 school children 
ages 5-12  (9%)

est. 1,714 teens 
ages 13-19 (9%)

est. 2,812 young adults 
20s, 30s  (14%)

est. 9,416 mid-life adults 
40s, 50s, 60s (40%)

est. 4,341 community elders 
ages 70s+ (23%)

Observation:  If an average life expectancy is now roughly 80 years, we might expect half of 
a normal population’s age distribution to be above 40 and half below. 

In Rochester’s Jewish community today,   
63% (2/3) are over 40.          Only 37% (1/3) are under 40.     And 23% (~1/4)  are over 70.  

Clearly, we are a collectively aging population. 
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In terms of age, 
how have we changed since 2010?

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000 4500

children <5

children 5-12

teens 13-19

in their 20s

in their 30s

in their 40s

in their 50s

in their 60s

in their 70s

in their 80s+

2010 # people 853190020531382122025233687320619901036

2010% 4%10%10%7%6%13%19%16%10%5%

2019 # people 921165017141428138414852462352627701571

2019% 5%9%9%7%7%8%13%19%15%8%

children 

<5

children 5-
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[In 2010: 19,850 members of 9,740 Jewish households.    In 2019: 18,911 members of 9,003 Jewish households.]

As we look from decade to 
decade, following the 
diagonal arrows below, we 
find – not surprisingly –
that our teens are leaving 
us in their 20s.  If they are 
here in their 20s, however, 
they tend to stay with us
into their 30s and beyond.  
We gain folks in their 40s –
perhaps some newcomers, 
perhaps some moving back 
after living elsewhere – but 
then lose a few with each 
succeeding decade, which is 
perhaps normal age-linked 
attrition and/or retirement 
to warmer climates.  

Had our community simply aged proportionately over the
past 10 years, everyone would today be 10 years older
than they were when Count Me In was conducted in 2010, 
and the entire age profile would simply have shifted up a 
decade.  But that’s not exactly what we’re seeing. 



Note:  Before leaving the issue of age and moving on 
to other demographic dimensions, the next three 
slides take a slight detour into the age-related issue 
of caregiving necessitated by an increasingly elder  
population.
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Do you and/or your spouse [or partner] have one or more 
aging parents or in-laws or other aging adults who, in any 
way, depend upon you for their care – or on whose behalf 

you help make care-related decisions?

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Yes, already in that positionNo, but anticipate being in that
position in the next 3-5 years

No, and don't anticipate being in
that position in the foreseeable

future

% 22% 16% 62%

est # people 3,218 2,340 9,068

[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of our 9,003 Jewish households]

38% are either already 
facing that challenge
or soon will be.

Observation:
Being an aging 
population impacts
not just our elders
but also those who
are – and will be –
providing their care.



Do you and/or your spouse [or partner] have one or more 
aging parents or in-laws or other aging adults who, in any 
way, depend upon you for their care – or on whose behalf 

you help make care-related decisions?

[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of our 9,003 Jewish households]

30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s

Yes, already in that 
position

9% 21% 35% 32% 12% 11% 8%

No, but anticipate 
being in that 
position in the next 
3-5 years

24% 37% 30% 9% 6% 9% --

Those already serving as care-givers are now in their 40s, 50s and 60s.
Those anticipating that responsibility are now in their 30s, 40s and 50s.



[For those who already are, or anticipate being, caregivers:]

How many aging adults are you -- or will you be -- caring for?

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

% 53% 32% 15%

1 2 3 or more

[N=559 responding senior caregivers – 330 already, 236 anticipatory]

47% are, or will be, 
caring for more than 
one aging adult.



Another dimension of our aging Jewish community today: 
The Opposite of a Baby Boom
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est # people 921165017141428138414852462352627701244327

est # people/year 18420624514313814924635327712433

[est. N=18,911 members of 9,003 Jewish households]

A Critical Observation:  At the 

other end of our community’s age 

profile, we discover here what 

seems to be the opposite of a 

baby boom. 

Dividing each of our age cohorts 

by the number of years that 

comprise them (eg. < 5 = 5 years, 

5-12 = 8 years, 13-19 = 7 years, 

etc.) we find a smaller number of 

people per year of age entering the 

age pipeline: 

Teenagers 245 / year  

School-age children 206 / year

Babies & pre-schoolers 184 / year  

So today our Jewish community is aging, 

without replenishing future generations.
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Employment-related Insights 

The employment status of those living in our community’s 9,003 Jewish households
[excluding children and teenagers]

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000

working full-time

retired

working part-time

full-time student

not employed by choice*

part-time student

unemployed but seeking employment

disabled / unable to work

working full-
time

retired
working part-

time
full-time
student

not employed
by choice*

part-time
student

unemployed
but seeking
employment

disabled /
unable to

work

% 37%27%15%8%6%3%2%2%

est # people 5,4583,9472,1811,139896378345282

[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of 9,003 Jewish households]
(*and not seeking employment)

Q. Higher today because of COVID?

Observation: 
The fact that only 37% of us
are now working full-time is
a finding with potentially
significant implications.
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Marital Status Insights

The marital status of the adults now living in our community’s 9,003 Jewish households
[excluding children and teenagers]

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000

married for the first time

currently single

divorced & remarried

currently divorced

currently widowed

living with a significant other

widowed & remarried

married for the
first time

currently single
divorced &
remarried

currently
divorced

currently
widowed

living with a
significant other

widowed &
remarried

% 59%14%10%6%5%4%2%

est # people 8,5832,0931,504816717625288

[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of 9,003 Jewish households]

Observation:  71% of us now married/remarried. 
This is a very high percentage. 

For comparison:
56% of Jewish adults across the US are married.
55% of all US adults are married.
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Gender-related Insights 

In terms of gender, how many people in your household are…

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

girls /
women

boys / men trans-
gender

not listed
above

% 49.9% 48.6% 1% 0%

est # people 9,437 9,190 189 95

[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of our 9,003 Jewish households]

Despite a slight female skew that 
often accompanies an older 
population, our Jewish community 
is relatively gender-balanced today.

(Note that a separate focused report 
will analyze the perspectives of our 
Jewish community’s LGBTQ members 
and their households.)
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Race-related Insights

“And understanding that Jews of color are an increasing presence 
within the American Jewish community, 

within your household how many people self-identify as...”

# in our 
sample

% in our 
sample

Est. in our 
community

…White or 
Caucasian?

4,649 91.7% 17,334

…Mizrahi or Middle 
Eastern?

157 3.1% 585

…Black or African 
American?

20 0.4% 75

…Hispanic or 
Latino?

81 1.6% 302

…Asian? 45 0.9% 168

…Multi-Racial? 81 1.6% 302

…Other? 39 0.7% 145

5,072 100% 18,911

8.3% of our

Jewish 

Community

members

self-describe

as Jews of color

[i.e. something 

other than white 

or Caucasian]

Our survey finds

a regional total of 

1,577 Jews of color 

and  a projected 

333 inter-racial 

households  and/or 

families.
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Education-related Insights 

The highest level of education achieved 
by the adults living in our community’s 9,003 Jewish households

[excluding children and teenagers]

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000

completed doctorate degree [PhD,MD,DDS, JD, etc.]

completed master's degree

completed 4-year bachelor's degree

completed 2-year college degree

some college

technical or trade school

graduated high school

some high school

completed
doctorate
degree

[PhD,MD,DDS
, JD, etc.]

completed
master's
degree

completed 4-
year

bachelor's
degree

completed 2-
year college

degree
some college

technical or
trade school

graduated
high school

some high
school

est # people 2,556 3,792 3,906 537 1198 247 1723 667

% 17% 26% 27% 4% 8% 2% 12% 5%
[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of 9,003 Jewish households]

Q. What was the highest level of education 
achieved by each of your household’s adults
(i.e. those who are not still in school)?
[Please include all your household's adults:]

10,254 of us (70%) have bachelors,
masters, and/or doctoral degrees.

Observation:  We are a 
highly educated community.
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Income-related Insights 

Last year, was your household’s total income over $75,000?

[If yes:] Was it over $200,000?
[If no:] Was it over $25,000?
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40%
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80%

100%

under
$25,000

$25,000-
$75,000

$75,000-
$200,000

over
$200,000

% 4% 22% 46% 28%

est # HHs 360 1,981 4,141 2,521

When those earning
under $75,000 were
then asked whether 
their households would
qualify for affordable 
housing, or for free or
reduced meals for 
schoolchildren, 

10% said yes
59% said no
31% didn’t know

That projects to an est. 
234 “yes” households
726 “maybe” households

For a potential total of 960 
economically vulnerable 
households [out of 9,003] 
in our community pre-COVID.

[N=14,626 of the est. 18,911 total members of 9,003 Jewish households]

Our income profile shows that many 
are living well, but some are clearly 
struggling. As we found in our “Hidden 
Reality” survey of 2016, poverty in our 
Jewish community is very real, and  
COVID’s impact cannot be helping.
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Our Jewish Community Today:
Home Ownership Insights 

Do you currently own or rent the home or apartment you live in?
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100%
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neither 3%

overall sample

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

20s, 30s 40s, 50s, 60s 70s and older

own 66% 93% 80%

rent 27% 6% 17%

neither 7% 1% 3%

Ours is clearly a Jewish community
where home ownership is very
widespread, with 85% of our adult 
respondents owning their homes. 

[N=1,952 of our 2,395 adult Jewish respondents]

[252]               [1,061]              [639]

Even over age 70, most [80%] 
still own their own homes. 

For comparison:  64% of Americans own 
their homes.  In NYS that number is 
54% (which is the lowest rate of home 
ownership across all 50 states).



Note:  While not exactly demographic, a wide range of 
disabilities impact many in our Jewish community   --
either as individuals who deal directly with those 
disabilities and/or as caregivers for those who do.   

These next few slides provide some insightful disability-
related community contours.  
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Do you yourself have any sort of disability? 

Or are you helping care for someone who has a disability?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 8% 8% 86%

[A] [B] [C]

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  Yes, I have a disability
(7.5%)

[B]  Yes, I am a caregiver
for someone with a 
disability (7.6%)

[C]  No, I’m not in either of 
those situations

(86%)

[Note that 15 of our
survey participants are both
A and B – in other words, 
disabled themselves while
caregiving for someone else.]

[140] [142] [1,610]

These respondents 
therefore skipped the 
remaining disability-

related questions
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Do you yourself have any sort of disability? 

Or are you helping care for someone who has a disability?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s

I have a disability 13% 38% 49%

I am a caregiver for 
someone with a disability

23% 46% 31%

[140]

[142]

Observations:

Of those with disabilities, roughly half (49%) are over age 70, 
the other half (51%) under age 70.  

Of those who are caregivers, nearly half (46%) are in their 50s & 60s.

But perhaps even more striking is the fact that nearly 1/3 (31%) 
of those now taking care of someone disabled are already over 70.
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Do you yourself have any sort of disability? 

Or are you helping care for someone who has a disability?

20s, 30s, 
40s

50s, 60s 70s, 80s, 
90s+

I have a disability 4.2% 6.4% 12.1%

I am a caregiver for someone with a 
disability

7.4% 7.9% 7.7%

Of all our survey respondents in their 20’s-40’s, 
4% have disabilities and 7% are caregivers. 

Of all our survey respondents in their 50’s-60’s, 
6% have disabilities and 8% are caregivers.

Of all our survey respondents in in their 70’s-90’s+, 
12% have disabilities and 8% are caregivers.

[433]        [831]      [570]

From these findings,
we estimate that
our Jewish community
now has approximately
1,088 individuals with
disabilities and 
1,125 caregivers, of 
whom 117 are both 
disabled themselves 
and providing care to
disabled others.
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Which of these best describe the types of disabilities
that you and/or they are dealing with? 

[Please check all that apply:]

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Mobility impairment -- using a walker or cane

Mental health / emotional / behavioral / cognitive challenges

Other

Hearing impairment or deafness

Autism spectrum / sensory processing issues

Neurological conditions [MS, Parkinson’s, etc.]

Developmental disabilities

Mobility impairment -- using a wheelchair

Visual impairment or blindness

Traumatic brain injury

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents, 
of whom 140 have disabilities and 142 are caregivers for those with disabilities]



CONCLUDING SUMMARY

 This collection of demographic data is merely a backdrop against 
which all the other “Every Voice Counts” findings and insights can 
now be understood.  

 These “counting” questions needed answers, of course.  But they 
are only the beginning.  As we’ve said, “Every Voice Counts” was 
far more than our Jewish community census.  It is an exploration 
and portrayal of our collective needs and values, and our collective 
preferences and priorities.  

 So please use this focused report alongside all the others now 
housed in the “Every Voice Counts” library, and let these insights 
inform whatever connection you have (or hope to have) with our 
Jewish community – individually and/or organizationally.  



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

