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OUR JEWISH TEEN PERSPECTIVE
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“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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Survey data tells us stories.

With 208 participants ages 13-19,
here’s what we’ve learned 

about and from
our community’s Jewish teens.
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In total “Every Voice Counts” had 

208 Jewish Teen Participants.
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Ages 13-15  [N=94] Ages 16-19  [N=114]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observation: We achieved a remarkably 

balanced and proportionate age split, since 

13-15 spans three years while 16-19 spans four.
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Which of the following describe you?
[Please choose all that apply from the list below:]

A. I was born and/or 
raised Jewish – or have 
converted to Judaism

B. One or more of my 
parents or  
grandparents are / 
were Jewish

C. I consider myself 
Jewish

D. While I myself am not 
Jewish, I live in a 
household with one or 
more Jewish household 
members
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100%

A   [N=197] B   [N=166] C   [N=162] D   [N=6]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Passover Seder

Chanukah Candles
Holocaust Play, M ovie, Book, Program, M useum 

Heard a Holocaust Survivor Speak
Studied the Holocaust in School

Had a Bar or Bat M itzvah
Shabbat Candles

Built  or Been in a Sukkah
Jewish Summer Camp

Sunday School /  Hebrew School
Jewish Youth Group

PJ Library
Israel Without M y Family

Israel With M y Family
Jewish Day School

Which of these, if any, have you experienced?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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90%

88%

87%

85%

62%

41%

37%

23%

16%

Observation:  Perhaps owing to the ways we reached out to 

teens to encourage them to participate in the survey, our 

participating teens have been exposed to a wide range of 

Jewish experiences. This is not to say that these teens are 

necessarily engaged, but they are experienced.
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Observation:  How, if at all, 
does that experience profile 
differ by respondent age?

Relatively little for most 

dimensions, although 

our 13-15 year olds are more 
apt to have experienced PJ 
Library [60% vs 26%] 

and our 16-19 year olds are 
more apt to have traveled to 
Israel without their families 
[59% vs 11%]. 
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Of your five closest friends, 

how many are Jewish?

0%
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100%

% response 17% 17% 20% 14% 11% 21%

0 1 2 3 4 all 5

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Overall mean average = 2.5 Jewish friends [i.e. half ]
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0%

25%
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75%

100%

13-15 17% 25% 25% 16% 8% 10%

16-19 17% 11% 17% 12% 12% 31%

0 1 2 3 4 all 5

Of your five closest friends, 

how many are Jewish?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

13-15 mean = 2.03 friends   [just over 2]

16-19 mean = 2.84 friends   [nearly 3]

Observation:  This finding would suggest

that Jewish friendships tend to grow over time.
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76%  Something that makes me different in a good way
75%  Something I’m proud of
75%  Something I’m comfortable being
75%  A history and tradition I’m glad to be part of
73%  An important part of who I am
51%  Something cool
45%  Something that makes me feel like I belong

20%  Something I’m curious about and wish I knew more about

18%  An obligation that sometimes gets in the way of other things 
I’d rather be doing

10%   Something that makes me feel like I don’t belong
4%   Something that embarrasses me or makes me uncomfortable
4%   Something I’m uncomfortable being
2%   Something that makes me different in a bad way

What does being Jewish mean to you? 

[Please choose any of these descriptions that apply to you:]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observation:  Overall, this is a very encouraging response profile.
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72% < 78% Something I’m proud of
69% < 80% A history and tradition I’m glad to be part of
48% < 54% Something cool
39% < 51% Something that makes me feel like I belong

3% < 5% Something that embarrasses me or makes me uncomfortable
2% < 6% Something I’m uncomfortable being
1% < 3% Something that makes me different in a bad way

The only exception is the curiosity factor, directionally chosen more 
often by our 13-15 year olds than our 16-19 year olds, and suggesting 
that the impact of teachable opportunities might be most effective when 
started earlier:

24% > 18% Something I’m curious about and wish I knew more about

Observation:  How, if at all, do these perceptions differ by age?
Our 16-19 year olds seem to be somewhat more polarized –

with a directionally higher percentage choosing the positive descriptions,

but also a higher percentage choosing the negative descriptions.

3% < 15% Something that makes me feel like I don’t belong

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

= ages 13-15

= ages 16-19
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How would you finish this sentence?

“Being Jewish makes me feel…”

Emerging Themes:  Most participating teens described themselves as 
feeling happy /  empowered / proud to be part of the Jewish 
community, and connected to its amazing history.  Alongside many 
heart-warming descriptions, a sprinkling of less-than-fully-positive 
feelings were also expressed.  

 “Like I'm a part of a strong and loving community”
 “Jewish - it's an important part of who I am”
 “Happy and proud that I get to be part of such a beautiful and special nation”
 “Like I'm part of one big family”
 “Like I am a part of a very long and fundamentally important narrative.”
 “Absolutely awesome and aware of what life really means.”
 “Like a part of something bigger than myself.”
 “Loved and part of a community.”
 “Proud, Belonging, Confident, Aware of my purpose, Sense of Responsibility.”
 “Like I belong to a community that is bigger than myself and I am comfortable 

within.”

 “Proud of my past, nervous for my future.”
 “Proud, but also like I don't belong in my non-Jewish school.”
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Where -- in what setting(s) –
are you most comfortable being Jewish?

Emerging Themes:  Teens tend to feel most comfortable at home, 
school, summer camp, synagogue, being with close friends, being    
with other Jews, and being in Israel. They feel most comfortable    
being Jewish, in other words, in Jewish contexts.

 “In Jewish settings such as temple, my youth group, and camp”

 “Among fellow Jews, friends and family”

 “Anywhere there are other Jews”

 “In and around Jewish organizations, and at my Temple” 

 “At CSL and NFTY”

 “At Jewish summer camp”

 “Israel with my Jewish summer camp friends”

 “Camp Seneca lake, Hebrew school, home”

 “In Israel”

 “I am comfortable being Jewish most everywhere, but I feel most comfortable in 
places that are Jewish.”
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Where -- in what setting(s), if any –
are you not comfortable being Jewish?

Emerging Themes:   While some answered “nowhere” to this question, 
others admitted to feeling uncomfortable at school, when they are the 
only Jew in a group, anywhere with anti-Semites, and anywhere known 
for anti-Semitism.

 “Where I'm the only one, or nearly the only one, who's Jewish”

 “Where I am a minority or feel attacked

 “Sometimes in a group of friends with no other Jews”

 “Very rarely - when I feel as though I am very obviously a minority”

 “In political discussions with people who dislike Jews”

 “Sometimes school and in some public places”

 “School but only a little”

 “Sometimes school, other religious events. I have been to Europe and there were 
times where I felt uncomfortable and safer that no one knew I was Jewish”

 “I don’t feel uncomfortable anywhere, but with anti-Semitic hate crimes increasing, 
I’m worried I may become uncomfortable being Jewish everywhere”
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0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

R ef orm

[ A shkenazi]

C onservat ive 

Just  Jewish - -  no  o t her label needed

[ Sephard ic]

N ot  Jewish enough t o  even have a label

T rad it ional Ort hodox

M odern Ort hodox

Some o t her descrip t ion*

R econst ruct ionist

Which of these best describe you?
[Please choose whichever apply:]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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16%

[10%]

5%
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4%

2%

0%

105

[74]

38

32
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11

10

8

3*

0

% N

[*3 “other” specified responses included 
2 Agnostics and 1 “Atheist but Jewish beliefs”]
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How important is it to you that 

the people you date are Jewish?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Very important
Somewhat 

important

Not very 

important

Not at all 

important

86% less than very important Nearly 60% unimportant
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How important is it to you that 

the people you date are Jewish?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%
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100%

13-15 5% 26% 33% 35%

16-19 21% 31% 25% 23%

Very important
Somewhat 

important

Not very 

important

Not at all 

important

Observation:  Interestingly, the perceived importance 

of dating Jewishly seems to increase with age, 

with twice as many 16-19 year olds choosing very or 

somewhat important [62% vs 31%], 

and four times as many choosing very [21% vs 5%].
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Earlier you mentioned having experienced 
Jewish summer camp.  

Did you go to Jewish day camp, 
sleep-away / overnight camp, or both?

[N=180 of 208 Teen Respondents who did attend Jewish summer camp]
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overnight camp
Both
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Which type(s) of Jewish camp(s) did you go to? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

88% JCC-affiliated camp [eg. Seneca Lake, Sisol, etc.]

8% Orthodox-affiliated camp [eg. Stone, Nesher, Shoshanim, 
Ma'arava, etc.]

7% Chabad-affiliated camp [eg. Gan Israel, CTeen, etc.]

7% A camp affiliated with some other Jewish organization 
[eg. BBYO, Young Judea, etc.]

6% A private or unaffiliated camp with some Jewish atmosphere / 
presence

4% Conservative-affiliated camp [eg. Ramah]

1% Reform-affiliated camp [eg. Eisner, George, Crane Lake, etc.]

[N=180 of 208 Teen Respondents who did attend Jewish summer camp]
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For how many total summers 
did you go to Jewish camp(s)?

[N=180 of 208 Teen Respondents who did attend Jewish summer camp]
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100%

% response 6% 4% 4% 3% 8% 75%

1 2 3 4 5
more than 

5
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Were you a camper, counselor / staff member, or both? 

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 95% 0% 5%

camper
counselor / staff 

member
both

[N=180 of 208 Teen Respondents who did attend Jewish summer camp]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 44% 2% 53%

camper
counselor / staff 

member
both

Ages 13-15

Ages 16-19

Observation:  Very few [just 2%] 

become counselors without 

having first been campers.
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Looking back, how would you describe 
your Jewish camping experience overall?

[N=180 of 208 Teen Respondents who did attend Jewish summer camp]
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75%

100%

% response 76% 18% 2% 1% 3%

Great Good Fair Poor Mixed
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Some consider summer camp to be 
their most positive Jewish experiences. 

Was that true for you? Please explain:

Emerging Themes:  Most of our teens have strong positive feelings 
about their summer camp experience, the lifelong camp connection to 
other Jewish teens, and the strong sense of Jewish community that 
camp provides. Only a few mentioned any Jewish experience being 
more positive than summer camp.

 “I had so much fun amidst a welcoming Jewish community.”
 “It made me be a part of something bigger than me and we all had something in 

common which was being Jewish.” 
 “Camp is possibly the best place on this earth. I hope to return as a staff member.”
 “Shabbat by the lake was one of the most special Jewish experiences I’ve had.”
 “ I made my best friends and had the time of my life.” 
 “It’s nice being around other Jewish people and also not having to worry about the 

food being kosher style or having to worry about being judged when you participate 
in services.”

 “It is incredibly fun and helped confirm my Jewish identity.”
 “Camp builds a great community and made me feel comfortable to be Jewish and 

express it.” 
 “It's nice to have an all Jewish community every day.”

 “I liked camp but my youth group is the most positive Jewish experience I’ve had.”
 “Yeshiva is a more positive Jewish experience.”
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If you have not gone to Jewish summer camp, 
how have you been spending your summers?

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Hanging out with friends
Relaxing

Family time
Traveled
Worked

Played one or more sports
At one or more non-Jewish camps

Studied (or summer school)
Not much -- got bored
Summer rec programs

Scouts
In some other way

[N=25 of 208 Teen Respondents who did not attend Jewish summer camp]

96%

84%

76%

72%

64%

44%

28%

20%

20%

16%

16%

4%
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We’re told that grandparents often have a special role 
in their grandchildren’s Jewish lives. 

If that’s true for you, please explain briefly how -- if at all –
your grandparent(s) have encouraged you Jewishly:

Emerging Themes:  Many Grandparents encourage and impact the Jewish lives 
of their teen grandchildren in tangible and transformative ways.

 “My grandparents have provided a fundamental foundation for my Jewish upbringing. They 
have encouraged me to take pride in my Jewish identity and have fostered my love for 
religion from a very young age.” 

 “They showed me through example how to ALWAYS follow the Jewish faith with 
determination, strength and belief in G-d.”

 “My grandmother was a Holocaust survivor and she means the world to me. Everyday I 
think of her for motivation and pride in my heritage.”

 “My grandpa on my mom’s side specifically has encouraged me to learn and taught me 
much about our family’s history in regards to the Holocaust. I traveled to Poland to learn 
about what had happened to his family there.”

 “By telling me their stories and explaining the struggles that they went through to be 
Jewish, they have encouraged me to embrace Judaism.”

 “They make sure that I remember my Jewish identity wherever I am.”

 “I have Shabbat dinner with my grandparents every weekend. When I became religious my 
grandfather was the first one to sit me down and not yell at me for choosing this path but 
instead he asked questions and told me he was proud and respected my decision.”

comments continued on the following slide 
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We’re told that grandparents often have a special role 
in their grandchildren’s Jewish lives. 

If that’s true for you, please explain briefly how -- if at all –
your grandparent(s) have encouraged you Jewishly:

Emerging Themes:  Many Grandparents encourage and impact the 
Jewish lives of their grandchildren in tangible and transformative ways.

 “One set of my grandparents are not Jewish and on the Jewish side, my grandpa 
passed and my grandma lives too far away. I keep kosher because my grandpa and 
father keep/kept kosher.”

 “They encourage me to go to services, date Jewish people, and we always celebrate 
Jewish holidays together.”

 “They are the Jewish liaisons of the family and they set the tone on my Jewish 
home life.”

 “We have seders for passover and meals for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur at my 
grandma's house.”

 “They always showed in the happiness in the Jewish accomplishments that I had in 
my life including bar mitzvah, holidays like Passover, Sukkot and the like. Also they 
showed me through example how to ALWAYS follow the Jewish faith with 
determination, strength and belief in G-d.”

 “They encouraged me to feel safe and proud to be Jewish. I even wore the tallit my 
grandfather wore at his bar mitzvah during my bat mitzvah.”

 “My Nana makes a pretty mean brisket.”

[ comments continued from the previous slide:] 
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Have any book(s), movie(s), music, TV show(s), or 
athlete(s) ever inspired you Jewishly in some meaningful way? 

If so, which one(s)? Please be as specific as you can:

Emerging Themes:  Although not all teens have been Jewishly inspired in this 
way, an array of authors, musicians, TV shows, and athletes have clearly 
inspired others.  “The Diary of Ann Frank”,  “Night”, and “Number the Stars” 
were the most often cited books.  Adam Sandler was the most often cited 
movie personality, with many mentions of his “Chanukah Song.”  A few teens 
specifically mentioned PJ Library books as having inspired them.

 “There have been many books that inspire me. The mesillas yesharim had a deep impact 
on my life also the Chofetz Chaim series on guarding one’s mouth from speaking 
negatively.”

 “The Diary of Anne Frank made me more interested in Jewish history and made me want 
to be more religious.”

 “The book Night because it's such a great book and such an inspiration, and Sandy Koufax 
the baseball player because he didn't play on Yom Kippur and I didn't run in the McQuaid 
invitational senior year of high school.” 

 “The movie ‘In Our Hands’ about the 6 Day War inspired me to want to protect Israel.”

 “Exodus is a great book and made me feel strongly about the importance of Israel.”

 “Jewish music has always been a big part of my life as I attend Jewish Rock Band and 
Song Leader Boot Camp and I grew up reading my monthly books from PJ Library.”

 “The Maccabeats music. The Devil's Arithmetic by Jane Yolen. PJ library books.”
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Have you ever personally 
experienced, encountered, or witnessed 

anti-Semitism?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 65% 35%

Yes No

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observation:  2/3 of our teens 
have already dealt in some way 
with anti-Semitic incidents.
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Have you ever personally 
experienced, encountered, or witnessed

anti-Semitism?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 59% 41%

Yes No

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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% response 70% 30%

Yes No

Ages 13-15

Ages 16-19

Observation:  
The older these teens get, 
the more anti-Semitism they 
encounter and/or recognize.
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[If yes:] 
Where did that anti-Semitism take place? 

[Please choose all that apply:] 

[N=128 of 208 Teen Respondents 
who did encounter Anti-Semitism]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 74% 43% 15% 14% 10%

At school Online Playing Sports
Neighborhood 

/ Community

Somewhere 

else*

[*other specified responses mentioned a 
random assortment of settings including on
TV, vacation, shopping, and “everywhere”]

Observation:  The lion’s share 
of these incidents take place at 
school and/or online, although 
they are by no means confined 
to those contexts and settings.
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Can you describe the anti-Semitism
you experienced, encountered, or witnessed?

Emerging Themes:  Our teens describe having experienced, encountered or 

witnessed Anti-Semitism across an array of forms and contexts, some 
examples of which are assembled here.  Most incidents have been verbal, but 
not always.  And many have occurred painfully close to home, underscoring 
the realization that Anti-Semitism is not just happening elsewhere but right 
within our own community.  

 “Throughout social media, as well as at my high school, there are Jew jokes and anti-
Semitic jokes.”

 “Kids make Jew jokes all the time at school.”

 “The person liked Nazi beliefs and said they were going to put me in a concentration camp.”

 “People make fun of Jewish people, and when I tell them I'm Jewish they say they feel 
sorry for me.”

 “I was assaulted in the street as part of a hate attack.”

 “At a school sports event, the opposing school threw coins at us and told us to pick them 
up, playing into the stereotype that Jews love money.”

 “My friends and I in first grade were bullied for being Jewish.”

 “I’ve heard ‘Go back to Jewland’ and ‘Jews just don’t understand.’ Someone texted me 
saying ‘No one cares you’re Jewish and shut up about it’.”

 “Someone carved swastikas on desks in my school”

comments continued on the following slide 
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Can you describe the anti-Semitism
you experienced, encountered, or witnessed?

[ comments continued from the previous slide:] 

 “My baseball team got to an away game and the other team had 7 guys. Because we 
didn’t want to turn around and go home, we gave them three players (including 
myself) and just scrimmaged them. While I was sitting on the bench, the kids on the 
other team, unaware of the fact that all three of us were at least part Jewish, made 
anti-Semitic comments.”

 “I see a lot of hateful comments on social media and I saw swastikas on school 
desks.”

 “An account mocking the Holocaust, throwing pennies at a Jewish boy in my class, 
money jokes.”

 “Being called a ‘Dreidel Dog’ during a lacrosse game”
 “My swim team went to another school for a meet. We are from Brighton, which has 

many Jewish students. When we walked in, a bunch of kids yelled things like ‘It smells 
like  bacon! Oh wait, it can't -- Brighton's here.’ And "Quick -- hide the bacon!’ "

 “A boy who recently graduated from my school and whose mother was my coach went 
to Charlottesville and was not on the right side.”

 “During freshman year a friend made anti-Semitic remarks to me. I brushed them off 
at first because I thought it was just banter, but eventually it got to a point where I 
told him to stop because I felt legitimately offended by his remarks. He refused to 
stop, which caused me to go to school authorities. Naturally, they did absolutely 
nothing, so I had to alter my schedule and drop one of my favorite classes just to 
change my lunch to get away from him.”
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
responding to anti-Semitic things 

that people might say or do?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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100%

% response 31% 39% 10% 3% 18%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all It varies

Observation:

7 out of 10 teens in our survey

feel less than very confident

responding to anti-Semitism today.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
responding to anti-Semitic things 

that people might say or do?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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50%
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100%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all It varies

Ages 13-15 26% 39% 11% 6% 19%

Ages 16-19 35% 38% 10% 1% 16%

Observation:  Our older teens are only 

marginally more confident than their 

younger counterparts in terms of 

responding to anti-Semitism today.
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How can our Jewish community help prepare you 
to effectively respond to anti-Semitism

if you see it or hear it around you?

Emerging Themes:  Teens want the community to provide education and 
training that will prepare (and reassure) them with skills and strategies 
they can comfortably, confidently, and effectively use when dealing with 
anti-Semitism at all levels – even physical violence.

 “Educate kids to not only stand up to anti-Semitism, but also to stand up for others 
who are being discriminated against.”

 “The issues I have to be scared of aren’t because I don’t know what to do or say, but 
the fear of the possibility that someone reacts violently.”

 “Teach me how to respond to hate speech and anti-Semitic acts.”

 “Build strength in the individual Jewish identify. Teach krav maga.”

 “Teach us how to be confident and to stand up for ourselves.”

 “Help give ideas on appropriate responses to anti-Semitism.”

 “Teach us how to respond to it, and start campaigns to stop it.”

 “Advise us how to respond if we encounter it, depending on the situation.”

 “Prepare us. Tell kids it exists, and teach them what it means and how to react.”

 “They can make an awareness event.”

 “Comfort people who are hurt by antisemitism.”

 “Tell me things people might say -- and ways I can respond.”

 “Give me example situations and help me think about how to react.”

 “I feel like we should all have each other’s backs at all times because it’s scary for 
all of us.”
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Earlier you mentioned having traveled to Israel. 
Which of these Israel trips, if any, have you experienced? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

57% With my camp

41% With my own family

9% With JFI   [Journey for Identity]

7% With other families from my synagogue or our Jewish community

7%* Other* 

5% With other teen groups [eg. Young Judea, BBYO, USY, Chabad, 
High School in Israel, Heller High, etc.] 

4% With the Brighton High School Exchange

4% With my school (unspecified)

1% With Birthright / Taglit

[N=93 of 208 Teen Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

*other mentioned responses included
gap year programs, seminary, 
by myself, visiting friends, etc. 
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Israel trips often provide a 
hugely significant Jewish experience. 

Was that true for you? Please explain:

Emerging Themes:  Teens tend to describe the experience of being in 
Israel as providing a sense of their Jewish identity, pride in their 
religion, and a powerful connection to both the country and their own 
Jewish heritage.

 “The minute I stepped foot in Israel my whole view on Judaism changed. I saw 
many different levels of Judaism and found, in Israel, a place where I truly felt 
like I belonged.”

 “Very significant, it inspired me to make Aliyah next summer and to seek a more 
orthodox lifestyle, through keeping and practicing more traditions and holidays.”

 “JFI changed my Jewish identity and my life.”
 “Israel was an amazing trip both times I went.  I felt like I belonged there.”
 “Yes, it gave me a new Jewish identity.”
 “…I connected to Israel spiritually, emotionally, and physically.”
 “After my trip to Israel I felt very connected to not only Israel but my own Jewish 

identity.”
 “Yes, I felt more connected to Judaism than I ever have before.”
 “It was the most life changing experience I have ever had. It not only encouraged 

me to continue to strengthen my love for Judaism and stand up against adversity 
towards Jewish people, but it has made me very passionate and proud of being 
Jewish. I love every part of Jewish culture and wish to spread this love with my 
future family.” 
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How would you describe the impact of being in Israel 
on your perceptions of -- and feelings about –

your own Judaism?

73% On balance, it made 
me more proud to 
be Jewish

1% On balance, it made 
me less proud to 
be Jewish

26% It’s complicated. Being 
in Israel made me 
more proud in some 
ways, less proud in 
others.

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

more proud less proud complicated

[N=93 of 208 Teen Respondents who have traveled to Israel]

Observation:  Clearly the net impact 
of being in Israel on a teen’s Jewish 
sense of self is profound.
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All things considered, 

what are your feelings towards Israel today?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

very positive

mostly positive

mix of positive & negative

mostly negative

very negative

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Observation: ¾ of 
our participating 
teens have at least 
mostly positive feelings 
about Israel today --
and nearly half feel
very positive.
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All things considered, 
what are your feelings towards Israel today?

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

very negativemostly
negative

mix positive +
negative

mostly positivevery positive

With Family 0%0%17%28%56%

Without Family 0%0%22%29%49%

Never Been 1%0%23%32%44%

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observations:  Traveling to Israel in any context 

directionally improves our teens’ Israel-related perceptions. 

Interestingly, traveling with their families has had 

directionally more positive impact than traveling there with 

peers. That difference, while not significant, is perhaps 

surprising, and may reflect the deeper, more exploratory 

discussions that take place when peers travel together.
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Why is that? 

[Why their feelings towards Israel are 

very or mostly positive:]

Emerging Themes:  Teens who feel most positive about Israel 

tend to describe a strong and passionate personal connection to 
the country.  That powerful personal connection is likely more 
apt to be created by actually going there and experiencing Israel 
first-hand.  

 “I loved every part of being in Israel. I felt like I truly belonged there and 
plan to live there in the future.”

 “It is the Jewish Nation state and it should be wholeheartedly supported by 
all Jews. To criticize Israel from the Diaspora only works against the image 
of the Jewish state.” 

 “Because it's Israel and I have friends there and I'm going really soon and 
it's gorgeous.”

 “I love Israel. Its my homeland and I wish I could have a bigger role in 
being a part of it.”

 “I just lived there for a year and I love Israel. I have been taking classes on 
Zionism and Middle East politics and know more than I could have ever 
imagined about the country and have never felt more proud to be connected 
to Israel.”
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Why is that? 

[Why their feelings towards Israel are 

a mix of positive & negative:]

Emerging Themes:   Other teens may be just as passionate about Israel, 
and/or just as spiritually connected, yet their feelings are a more conflicted 
mix of positive and negative.  

 “It's a wonderful place -- but there's a lot of violence.”
 “There’s so much to be proud of Israel but they’re also lots of issues going on.” 
 “I don’t agree with a lot of their laws that deal with religion, occupation and marriage.”
 “I think that the situation is very tough and although I don’t agree with all of the 

decisions being made, I do agree with enough of them.”
 “I love Israel and what it stands for but the politics are iffy”.
 “Their President is shady.” 
 “I think Israel is an amazing country and is often portrayed unfairly in the media. 

However, I do not agree with many decisions the Netanyahu government makes but I try 
not to hold it against the whole country.”

 “It is the holy place of my faith, but politically it brings trouble in conversation.”
 “Israel has made questionable political policies and chosen questionable actions in their 

treatment of the Palestinians.”
 “I find the conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians is complicated and the situation 

needs to be dealt with in a peaceful way.”
 “I was taught extremely pro-Israel lessons in Sunday school. Around the age of 15, we 

started to learn about the Israel-Palestine conflict in school. I felt angry at my temple for 
giving us one side of the story and not informing us so we could make our own decision. I 
am still collecting information and forming a view, but I think both sides have committed 
atrocities that cannot be forgotten and both have valid arguments and reasons”
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
defending Israel if people around you made negative 

statements or accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 34% 47% 16% 3%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observation:  66% (2/3) of our teens feel less than very confident

defending Israel from untrue accusations today.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel 
criticizing Israel if you found yourself disagreeing with 

some aspect of the country or its politics?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 15% 44% 28% 13%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observation:  And 85% (the vast majority)

of our teens feel less than very comfortable 

criticizing or disagreeing with Israel today.
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How comfortable and confident would you feel defending Israel if people around 
you made negative statements or accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?

How comfortable and confident would you feel criticizing Israel if you found 
yourself disagreeing with some aspect of the country or its politics?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Defending 13-15 32% 45% 18% 6%

Defending 16-19 36% 49% 15% 0%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Criticizing 13-15 12% 41% 26% 21%

Criticizing 16-19 17% 46% 29% 7%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observations:  Our younger teen 

respondents feel even less confident 

than their older counterparts, but the 

majority of all our teens feel less than 

very comfortable in these situations.
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How can our Jewish community better prepare you to feel 

comfortable and confident

understanding Israel’s complexities?

Emerging Themes:  Teens want opportunities to learn even-handed, 
fair, balanced, and accurate information about Israeli current affairs 
and politics so they can more realistically and credibly understand 
Israel’s complexities.

 “Teach me and give me insight to both sides of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.”

 “In Hebrew school they teach us their traditions -- but if I knew more about their 
reality I'd feel better prepared.”

 “Teach us BOTH sides of the issue as fully as possible and without bias, and then let 
us decide for ourselves.”

 “It would be helpful to know where to find sources that present news, rather than a 
distortion of facts.”

 “I feel that as a Jew people expect me to agree with all of Israel’s policies but I 
want to be able to have my own opinion without being criticized for being a ‘bad’ 
Jew.”

 “ Have discussions instead of lectures. They are a better way for teens to express 
their feelings and concerns.”
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How safe & secure do you feel when attending Jewish 
events, doing Jewish things, and just being Jewish today?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 64% 34% 2% 0%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observations:

2 in 3 Jewish teens feel 

very safe & secure 

in Jewish contexts today.

On the other hand…

1 in 3 Jewish teens feel 

less than very safe & secure

in Jewish contexts today.

This is a glass-half-filled / glass-half-empty finding.
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How safe & secure do you feel when attending Jewish events, 
doing Jewish things, and just being Jewish today?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

ages 13-15 67% 30% 4% 0%

ages 16-19 61% 39% 0% 0%

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Observation:  Our younger teen respondents feel 

marginally safer and more secure – perhaps owing 

to the camper vs. counselor perspective, i.e. being 

protected rather than being the protectors. 
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Which of these things now compete with Jewish activities
for your non-school time?  In other words, when you’re not 

engaged Jewishly, what are you doing instead?

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Hanging out with friends
Sports

Other clubs & activities
Working (part-time job)

Music
Volunteering 
Video games
Baby sitting

Art 
Theater

Dance
Scouts
Other 

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

89%

75%

60%

20%

14%

8%

4%

9%

36%

33%

32%

32%

32%

Observation:

Q. Is there a way to 

make “hanging

out with friends”

a meaningful and 

motivating Jewish 

activity?  And how 

can we provide 

sports Jewishly?
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Some have suggested that teens today are no longer interested in 
traditional memberships and meetings, but would rather share 
memorable experiences building relationships with like-minded 

peers.  Is that true for you and your Jewish friends?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 42% 6% 52%

Yes No Partially True

Observation: 

Nearly all (94%) find 

the statement above 

at least partially true.
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What could our Jewish community offer that might entice you to 
spend more of your time engaged Jewishly? Below are some possible 
program ideas. Which -- if any -- would you consider taking part in --

and encouraging your Jewish friends to take part in?
[Please choose all that apply:]

69%  Roll up your sleeves -- creating and 
eating traditional Jewish foods 

56%  Something Jewish that's totally 
social and just plain fun 

46%  Volunteering together to help those 
in need -- Tikkun Olam / Social 
Action

44%  Leadership opportunities that look 
great on your college applications 

42% Exploring Israeli art, culture, food, 
etc.  

38%  A monthly teen travel club visiting 
cool Jewish places

36% Exploring Israeli innovation & 
technology

34% Watching and discussing Jewish-
themed movies  

34% Exploring & discussing relevant 
Jewish issues and ideas 

33%  Paid tutoring work [Madrichim] in 
our community's Sunday & Hebrew 
schools 

24%  Monthly Jewish camping weekends 
-- year-round, indoors or out --
recapturing that camp feeling 

23%  Learning about -- and creating --
Jewish themed artwork 

17%  Making music -- Jewish song 
leaders boot camp

16%  Making music -- battle of the 
Jewish bands 

15%  Learning and doing traditional 
Jewish / Israeli dances  

14%  Reading and discussing Jewish-
themed books 

10%    Acting in scenes from Jewish-
themed theater 

Of 17 concepts offered, this collective
ranking suggests a top-rated handful 
worth exploring for potential 
teen engagement opportunities.
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Do you have any better ideas 
than the ones listed above?

Emerging Themes:  Create more opportunities for Israel trips and fun 
engaging teen get-togethers in Rochester. We also hear a preference for 
activities that gather Jewish teens without the traditional boundaries 
around specific denominations or synagogues, one example being the 
calling for a BBYO initiative in our community.

 “Create fun group activities that are physical.”
 “A Jewish soccer tournament.”
 “Jewish summer camp but during Christmas break!”
 “I especially liked your ‘something Jewish that's totally social and just plain fun’ idea.”

 “Another Israel Trip.”
 “Trips to Israel on school breaks.”
 “A trip to Israel through the JCC for like a week in February over spring break.”
 “If you can’t take kids to Israel bring Israel to kids. I think all those ideas are good 

ways of doing it. Also incorporating some other things like maybe Hebrew classes or 
activities. As well as Israeli political activities.”

 “Eating Israeli food.”

 “Youth group activities with all the synagogues and temples together.”
 “More overnights/trips to get to know other Jewish kids in the area.”
 “Get together with other temples from other parts of the state.”
 “BBYO. To my understanding it does not exist yet in Rochester, but is a great place to 

have.” “Bring BBYO to Rochester.”  
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In which of these locations would you feel comfortable participating 
in the activities you chose or described above? 

[Please choose all that apply:]

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 78% 44% 79% 46%

In my own synagogue 

-- one my family 

attends   [if any]

In another 

synagogue, one I’m 

not affiliated with

In a broader Jewish 

venue like the JCC or 

the Jewish Federation

In some other public 

space that isn’t even 

Jewishly affiliated

Observation:  
If not their own synagogue, most would be more
comfortable in a broader Jewish venue than in
some other synagogue or a secular public space.
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Some have suggested that there might be many great activities and events going on 

across our Jewish community, but that most teens don’t take part because they never 

even hear about them. It’s been recommended that a community-wide online 

calendar or app be created that lists all the different events and offerings for Jewish 

teens across our region. Does this sound like a great, good, fair or poor idea to you?

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 30% 37% 30% 3%

Great idea Good idea Fair idea Poor idea

Observation: For 2/3 of our teens, 

[67%] this is a great or good idea. 

For 1/3 [33%] it’s a fair or poor idea.
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What’s one positive change that would make 

our Jewish community better from your perspective 

as a Jewish teen? Please explain:

Emerging Theme #1:   To be successful, teen events should be 
actively engaging.   Ideally, they should be planned by teens – or  
at least  planned with direct teen input -- and run by someone 
young.  

 “Allow teens to contribute more to leadership positions so we can create 
programs and activities we’ll be interested in.”

 “I feel as a Jewish teen that many traditions are forced upon me in the way 
my grandparents performed these traditions.” 

 “Make it less boring and more catered to what we want to do.” 
 “Engagement!! Holding some of these proposed events and actually pushing 

teens to attend them!”
 “Doing surveys like this -- that ask and hear what WE want to do.”

 “Have younger people running events.  It makes teens more comfortable 
going to them.” 

 “Have younger adults who the kids know teaching these programs.  Make 
them fun opportunities to be with their friends.”
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What’s one positive change that would make 

our Jewish community better from your perspective 

as a Jewish teen? Please explain:

Emerging Theme #2: Plan fun, active, hands-on events, trips, etc. that 
attract Jewish teens to get to know one another and engage together 
Jewishly.

 “More fun, less just educating...or education that's provided in a fun way.” 
 “More activities that are interesting to a teenager. Not lectures or seminars.”
 “More lively and interactive offerings.”
 “Don’t make everything about learning, because teens would much rather do something 

that is engaging but could also maybe teach us something. Honestly just being with my 
camp friends makes me happy, so there isn’t a huge need to plan something big.” 

 “More fun teen activities that are physical.” 
 “Make a high school basketball league.”

 “Really getting teens together and continuing to do this so we meet other people.” 
 “More opportunities to hang out with other Jews.” 
 “Introducing more opportunities for Jewish teens to meet and socialize.” 
 Take teens on trips.  It is more exciting and engaging than sitting in a room discussing.  

It might encourage teens to be more involved.” 
 “More trips.” “Trips are fun and you will learn.”
 “A teen trip to Israel through the JCC for like a week in February over spring break.”
 “Doing more hands-on experiences” 
 “Send kids to Song Leader Boot Camp. It’s incredible.” 
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What’s one positive change that would make 

our Jewish community better from your perspective 

as a Jewish teen? Please explain:

Emerging theme #3:  Utilize technology for more successfully impactful 
communication -- whether via the proposed app, more effective 
leverage of social media, or both.  Also, reach out beyond those teens 
already being reached, to include those now on the periphery.

 “What you just suggested -- the community wide online calendar or app.  It would 
engage more people.”

 “A Jewish community app idea is a really good idea, especially with this generation 
always on their phones.”

 “Have a bigger internet presence.” 
 “Use of technology.” “Advertise more about what's going on so teens know.” 
 “Getting on social media as outreach.” 
 “Use social media to get teens' attention.  Create a group run by Jewish teens.” 

 “Reaching out to teens who are Jewish but don’t participate in anything Jewish.”
 “If the target demographic isn't receiving the information in the traditional sense 

you must think of a way to reach them. An app or newsletter will only reach the 
teens who are already interested.” 

 “I don’t go to synagogue ever because my parents raised me atheist, so I don’t ever 
feel like I truly belong in the Jewish community.  I wish I could get notified about 
things and feel a part of it.” 

 “Get more people in general, including people who are half Jewish, because I get 
the feeling either that they’re not included or don’t know enough to be included.” 

 “Be more inclusive, not just to gender and race, but disability.”
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What’s one positive change that would make 

our Jewish community better from your perspective 

as a Jewish teen? Please explain:

Emerging Theme #4: Create opportunities to engage teens 

across traditional synagogue-specific or denomination-
specific boundaries into a more pluralistically cohesive Jewish
community.

 “Have all the temples come together and do something fun.”
 “Having a monthly or bi monthly fun Shabbat service made for teens. A lot 

of teens hate services, so it would be better to make them more fun and 
relevant.”

 “I think that there should be more programs bringing kids from different 
temples and synagogues together.” 

 “Synagogues meeting all together.”
 “More connections between synagogues.”  
 “Maybe connect the synagogues so that teens from different synagogues 

can connect with each other more.”  
 “Create more cross temple and synagogue activities so that it is not just 

groups of people from the same temple and synagogue hanging out 
together.”

 “Combine all of the Hebrew school and youth groups for at least the Reform 
synagogues. That way, not only are those groups then bigger but it also 
gives Jewish kids the chance to get to know more Jewish kids.” 
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What’s one positive change that would make 

our Jewish community better from your perspective 

as a Jewish teen? Please explain:

Emerging Theme #5: Start early, because once Jewish pre-teens 
become bored and disengaged Jewishly, getting them back to     
re-engage as teens becomes even more difficult.

 “Make sure we know that there are fun things because many hate Sunday 
school and then hate being Jewish and don't want to try anything else as a 
teen so start the fun Jewish stuff earlier.”

 “Sunday School was always super boring.  Make it more engaging!”

 “Make holiday services more kid friendly  /  interactive for the community.”

 “More involvement with the younger kids.”

 “There are young Jewish kids who don't know about events or aren't 
motivated enough to go to them. Start as many as you can when they are 
younger with easier, fun events so they can develop relationships with other 
Jewish kids that will keep drawing them back.” 
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JCC Opportunity Assessment:
Our Teen Perspective

The JCC recently added 105 acres of land to 

their Edgewood Avenue campus. They have 
begun to identify many possible uses for 
that land, and are asking your opinion as a 
Rochester area teen.  

Would you describe each of these as a 
great, good, fair or poor idea?  And of all 
these ideas, which are your favorites?  
[Please choose up to 6:]

Note: Our teens were offered an abbreviated set of 15 concepts 
rather than 23, leaving out those considered less teen-relevant: 
i.e. town houses, retreat center, conference / event center,  
Moishe House, Jewish community campus, and Kosher kitchen.
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15 JCC Opportunity Concepts
Profile of Teen Choices [all teens combined]

“Of all these ideas, which were your favorites?”

[Please choose up to 6:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Outdoor Pool
Canalside Café 

Boat House
Indoor Athletic Complex

Ice Skating Rink
High Ropes Course

Multi-Purpose Athletic Fields
Nature Trail System

Community Farm & Petting Zoo
Outdoor Amphitheater

Day Camp
Performing Arts Center

Community Garden 
Community Greenhouse

Camping Grounds

[N=125 Jewish Teens – Ages 13-19]

82%

74%

68%

56%

48%

46%

44%

% chosen favorites

28%

27%

25%

21%

13%

11%

7%

7%
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15 JCC Opportunity Concepts
Top Ten Teen Choices: Ages 16-19

“Of all these ideas, which were your favorites?” 

[Please choose up to 6:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Outdoor Pool
Boat House

Canalside Café 
Indoor Athletic Complex

Multi-Purpose Athletic Fields
Ice Skating Rink

High Ropes Course
Outdoor Amphitheater

Nature Trail System
Community Farm & Petting

[N=73 Jewish Teens – Ages 16-19]

82%

75%

73%

55%

51%

38%

35%

29%

28%

20%

% chosen favorites
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15 JCC Opportunity Concepts
Top Ten Teen Choices: Ages 13-15

“Of all these ideas, which were your favorites?” 

[Please choose up to 6:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Outdoor Pool

Canalside Café 

Ice Skating Rink

High Ropes Course

Boat House

Indoor Athletic Complex

Multi-Purpose Athletic Fields

Community Farm & Petting Zoo

Nature Trail System

Outdoor Amphitheater

[N=52 Jewish Teens – Ages 13-15]

80%

77%

63%

63%

57%

57%

35%

29%

28%

20%

% chosen favorites



If you have any other ideas for creatively using this new land, 
please explain:

 A diving board in the outdoor pool
 definitely have kayaks for the canal
 For the performing arts center, get very well known Jewish speakers, performers, etc. to come.  Have 

people buy tickets.   Think Bob Dylan, Paul Simon, Larry David, Jerry Seinfeld, etc.

 Need a camp and facilities to compete with the new YMCA
 A new sleep-away camp for 2-week campers to try camp before coming to Camp Seneca Lake

 water park 
 water park
 water park
 A water park with slides and a wave pool, laser tag, go karts, trampolines, arcade and pizzeria.  Or maybe 

a skate park.
 JCC golf course -- or mini-putt-putt or go-karts -- amusement park!
 Shooting range. High speed Go-Carting.
 Trampolines!

 Baseball field ( a JCC baseball league would be really cool)
 a food bank run by volunteers

 Basketball court
 Move dancing to other rooms -- only basketball in the current gym.  Not open for basketball enough now.  

More basketball courts are needed.
 The indoor basketball courts should only be used for basketball.  Other activities should be moved to a 

new location.

[N=17 of our 125 teen respondents]
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Profile of our Participating Teens

Now just a few last questions about you… 
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Your gender?

[Choose all that apply]

[N = 208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 57% 42% 1% 2%

girl / woman boy / man trans-gender not listed*

* The two teens who mentioned non-listed gender
specified non-binary, gender fluid / queer]
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Your grade in school?

[N = 208 Teen Respondents]

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

% response 2% 6% 21% 16% 23% 33%

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th+

13-15
N=94

16-19
N=114

(3-YEAR SPAN)
(4-YEAR SPAN)
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Your zip code

4 mentions each:

14620

3 mentions each:

14450, 14472

2 mentions each:

14580, 14626

1 mention each:

14424, 14426, 14467, 14488, 
14526, 14615, 14617, 14625

48% 14618
22% 14534
10% 14610

The vast majority (80%) of our 
participating Jewish teens

live within these three zip codes.

Note that our survey also gathered the input of another ~ 100 Jewish teens 
living beyond the Rochester region, as a comparative backdrop for our findings.

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Your city or town

 Rochester 35% 

(a generic regional response rather than a specific community)

 Brighton 34%

 Pittsford 22%

3 mentions: Fairport, Honeoye Falls

2 mentions: Penfield, Webster

1 mention: Canandaigua, Irondequoit

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Your school
(occasionally more than one was mentioned, 

including a current & former school)

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

 Brighton HS (52)
 Pittsford Mendon HS (13)
 Ora Academy (13)
 Harley (8)
 Twelve Corners MS (6)
 Pittsford Sutherland HS (5)
 Allendale Columbia (3)
 Calkins Road MS (3)
 Fairport HS (3)
 Honeoye Falls – Lima HS (3)
 Derech HaTorah (3) 
 TIUNY (2)
 Webster Schroeder HS (2)

 1 mention each:  Norman 
Howard, Edison Tech, Charles 
Roth JHS, Canandaigua Academy

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

 SUNY Binghamton (4)
 Ithaca College (2)
 Univ. of Rochester / Eastman (2)

 1 mention each:  SUNY Fredonia, 
UVM, Rutgers, Ohio State, 
Northeastern, Univ. of Buffalo, 
Buffalo State, Univ. of Maryland, 
Univ. of South Carolina, Univ. of 
Tennessee, Univ. of Pittsburgh, 
Drexel, Touro College, Dartmouth

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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The synagogue(s) your family attends, if any:

 Temple B’rith Kodesh (45)

 Temple Sinai (27)

 Temple Beth El, Rochester  (26)

 Beth Hachneses Hachadash  (8)

 Temple Beth Sholom (8)

 Pittsford Chabad (5), Chabad unspecified (2) 

 Light of Israel (6)

 TIUNY (Talmudic Institute of Upstate NY) (5)

 Temple Beth David (3)

[N=208 Teen Respondents]
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Your Jewish youth group(s), if any

 USY (10)

 RATSY /SAWCY (Temple Sinai)  (8)

 CTeen / Chabad Teen (6)

 BNOS (5)

 NFTY / NEL (5)

 NCSY (5)

 Zikaron (2)

 BRITKY (2) 

 JFI (2)

 CSL (2)

 JRoc Band (2)

One mention each:  Bat Mitzvah Club, Kesher, Jewish Student Union, 
Teens in the Kitchen, BHH Teen Shabbat, Kadima Youth Group, and 
Hillel at Univ. of Pittsburgh.

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

Observation:  This relatively scant 
participation profile is in itself an 
insightful finding. Moreover, several 
of these responses mentioned “used 
to” or “in the past” in their response. 
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The Jewish summer camp(s) – if any –
you go to, or went to:

122 Camp Seneca Lake 
46  Camp Sisol 

 (incl. 40 both CSL + Sisol)

8  Camp Gan Izzy / Gan Yisrael
5  Camp Centerland
4  Camp Ramah in Canada
3  Camp B’nos Ma’arava
2  Camp Bonin Achim
2 Camp Magen Avrohom 
2 NCSY Camp Sports / Camp ReSurf

1 mention each:
Camp Agudah Toronto
Camp Chaviva
Camp Simcha Special
Camp Harlam
Camp Kadima
Camp Happy Land
Camp Sababa Surf
Camp B’not Jersey Girls
Camp Sternberg
Camp Nageela East
Camp NFTY NEL
BBYO Camp
USY Camp
Song Leader Boot Camp
USY on Wheels
Israel ID
Surfing camps & other camps in Israel
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How and where did you hear about this survey?

[Please choose all that apply:]

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

My Summer Camp

Word of Mouth / From a Friend

In some other way*

Facebook 

My School

The JCC

My Temple or Synagogue

Instagram

Twitter

[N=208 Teen Respondents]

51%

24%

15%

5%

4%

3%

3%

2%

2%

% source of awareness

The “some other way” 
responses are specified 
on the following slide.
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How and where did you hear about this survey?

Word of Mouth / In Some Other Way 
Additional Insights

Other specified responses:

Working at the Federation

Snapchat 

Group JFI chat / emailed to me from JFI

A text message through Peer Leadership 
asked me to spread the word

Teen Leadership Fellows and because of 
doing the Zikaron trip

My mom [ Several moms mentioned…  
thank you, moms!] 

My mom showed me an email / my mom 
told me to take it / From my dad 

WhatsAppp

My friend texted it to me

Specific individuals mentioned:

Sasha Kinsler (6), Steven Korn (5), 
Cooper Cohen (4), Lauren Bernhard (4) 
Mari Rosenzweig (2) Ariel Tabachnikoff 
(2), Eliana Alweis (2), Charlie Schaff (2)

1 mention each:  Zoe Metzger, Matthew 
Sarnov, Chuck Rutberg, Sophie 
Goldstein, Eliana Matthew, Tamsin Siller, 
Zoleigh.

Adults Mentioned by Name:  Michal 
Spivak, Neal Morchower, Lea Goldstein, 
Rabbi Lehrer, Rachel Kest.

THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL,
for bringing these teens to our 
survey to share their voices!

[N=208 Teen Respondents]



Concluding Summary:
The Jewish Teen Perspective

 Our 208 teen respondents provide another insightful perspective from which we 
can better understand our Jewish community.  

 Although we may not realistically be able to retain these teens as they spread 
their wings and head off to college and then launch careers elsewhere, we might 
ideally provide them with Jewish roots that are deep and positive enough to 
inspire them to return someday to pursue those careers and raise their families 
here in Jewish Rochester. 

 Like their adult counterparts who participated in our survey, these teens come 
from a full spectrum of Jewish backgrounds and denominations.  
Collectively, they have been exposed to a wide range of Jewish experiences. 
They may not necessarily be Jewishly engaged today, but they clearly 
are Jewishly experienced. 

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Passover Seder

C hanukah C and lesHo locaust  Play, M ovie, B ook, Program,

M useum 
Heard  a Ho locaust  Survivor Speak

St ud ied  t he Ho locaust  in Schoo l
Had  a B ar o r  B at  M it zvah

Shabbat  C and les

B uilt  o r  B een in a Sukkah
Jewish Summer C amp

Sunday Schoo l /  Hebrew Schoo l
Jewish Y out h Group

PJ Lib rary

Israel W it hout  M y Family
Israel W it h M y Family

Jewish D ay Schoo l

Which of these, 
if any, have you 
experienced?

95%
95%
95%
92%
90%
90%
90%
88%
87%
85%
62%
41%
37%
23%
16%



Concluding Summary:

The Jewish Teen Perspective (continued)

 Moreover, our responding teens tend to feel collectively positive towards their 
Judaism:

76%  Something that makes me different in a good way

75%  Something I’m proud of

75%  Something I’m comfortable being

75%  A history and tradition I’m glad to be part of

73%  An important part of who I am

And far less frequently:

18%  An obligation that sometimes gets in the way of other things I’d rather be doing

10%   Something that makes me feel like I don’t belong

4%   Something that embarrasses me or makes me uncomfortable

4%   Something I’m uncomfortable being

2%   Something that makes me different in a bad way

Interestingly, 20% say that Judaism is “something I’m curious about and wish I knew 
more about” suggesting potential opportunities for teaching and learning.



Concluding Summary:
The Jewish Teen Perspective  (continued)

 Our teens feel most comfortable being Jewish in Jewish contexts.  
The perceived importance of dating Jewishly increases with age, 
although over half of our teens (58%) consider doing so unimportant.  

 Jewish summer camp has played a significant role in the lives of many 
of these teens.  So have those grandparents who encourage, inform 
and inspire their grandchildren’s Judaism.  

 And so has Israel travel, whether that travel has taken place with or 
without their families.  Being in Israel has made most of them (73%) 
more proud to be Jewish and has left them with mostly positive feelings 
towards Israel today (78-84%).

 Yet 2/3 of our teens (66%) feel less than very confident defending Israel 
from untrue accusations today, and the vast majority (85%) feel less 
than very comfortable criticizing or disagreeing with Israel today.  They 
are looking for opportunities to learn – but want even-handed, fair, 
balanced, and accurate information to help them realistically and 
credibly understand Israel’s complexities.  



Concluding Summary:
The Jewish Teen Perspective  (continued)

 1 in 3 (36%) feel less than very safe & secure attending Jewish events, doing 
Jewish things, and just being Jewish today.  Nearly 2/3 of our teens (65%) have 
already dealt in some way with Anti-Semitism, most of it encountered either at 
school or online. Most (nearly 70%) feel less than very confident responding to Anti-
Semitism today and they seek education and training that will provide them with skills 
and strategies they can comfortably and confidently use.  

 94% agree at least in part with the notion that sharing meaningful experiences and 
building meaningful relationships is more motivating than traditional memberships 
and meetings.  67% see the concept of a community-wide calendar or app listing all 
the different events and offerings for Jewish teens as an idea potentially with pursuing. 

 To engage them, our participating teens recommend events and activities that are:
 Fun, active, and hands-on.

 Planned by teens (or with teen input) and run by someone young, who they can relate to.  

 Creative opportunities across traditional synagogue or denominationally-specific boundaries.

 They also advise us to:
 Utilize technology to communicate and engage those now on the Jewish periphery.

 Start early to engage teens so they’ll stay engaged before disengaging.  



… questions or comments?
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