
OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS FROM   
THE FORMER SOVIET UNION



“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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Survey data tells us stories.

Within a sample comprised of 2,395 
Jewish adult participants, 

here’s what we learned about 
the perspectives of 89 of our community 
members from the Former Soviet Union 
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Did you, or someone in your family or household, 
come here from the former Soviet Union?
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Yes, I did Yes, someone in my
family or household

did

No

% response 2.5% 2.3% 95.9%

[N= 89 of our Jewish Adult Respondents]

N=46 N=43

Observation: These are the 

people whose perspectives 

we’ll be hearing about in the 

rest of this focused report.



This next set of questions were answered by those 
who had just responded “Yes, I did”

(i.e. survey respondents who themselves 
came here from the FSU)



6

Roughly how long have you been living here 
[that is, in the Rochester region]?
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< 5 years 5-10 years > 10 years

% response 11% 9% 80%

[N= 46 Jewish Adult Respondents who came here from the FSU]

Observation: Clearly, most 

of this immigration from the

FSU took place a relatively 

long time ago.
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And your age?
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20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s+

% response 7% 18% 20% 18% 9% 11% 18% 0%

[N= 46 Jewish Adult Respondents who came here from the FSU]

Observation: Among our respondents

who came here from the FSU, we see 

a bell-shaped age curve around those 

in their 30s, 40s and 50s – with a second 

peak now in their 80s.  Evidently, our 

community spans two generations of 

arrivals from the FSU.   
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How warmly welcomed -- and included --
have you felt within our Jewish community?
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% response 55% 31% 7% 0% 7%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All It Varies

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents, of whom 140 have disabilities and 142 are caregivers for those with disabilities]

Observation:  
Over half (55%) have felt very warmly 
welcomed and included within our Jewish 
community, the remaining 45% less so.  

The following slide assembles their collective 
recommendations that might help them to 
feel more warmly welcomed and included.   
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How warmly welcomed -- and included --
have you felt within our Jewish community?

[N= 43 Jewish Adult Respondents’ family or household members who came here from the FSU]
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% response 76% 12% 6% 0% 6%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All It Varies

The older generation

[60s, 70s, 80s, 90s]

76%

12%

Clearly, the older generation felt

more warmly welcomed and 

included in our Jewish community

than did their younger counterparts,

many of whom arrived here from the

FSU as children and young teenagers.
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% response 44% 40% 8% 0% 8%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All It Varies

The younger generation

[30s, 40s, 50s]
44%     40%



10

What could our Jewish community be doing to help 
you feel more warmly welcomed and included?

 “Be more open minded and realize that although most of us grew up not practicing 
Judaism, we are not any less Jewish than American born Jews.”

 “I would say that currently I feel extremely included and that this has not always been 
the case. In general, my previous answer about how a community should welcome all 
participants and work together to ensure there is a place for everyone is of the utmost 
importance.”

 “In the past I felt more cared for, now other than Chabad and Jewish Family Service I 
don't feel especially cared for as a refugee from the Former Soviet Union.  Temple Beth 
El has sometimes brought us a gift that Emily Krohn arranged and we appreciate that, 
too.”

 “Hold events and discussions on the experiences of Jewish immigrants of different 
immigration waves.  The experiences of those whose families arrived in the U.S. 100+ 
years ago and those who arrived during the mid-late 20th century and 21st century are 
all different.  Depending on area of origin, languages, politics, cultural values, 
relationship(s) to place of origin, and the experiences of "Jewishness" may be different, 
etc.  Focus programming on non-Ashkenazi Jews.  Remain connected to the broader 
community and movements for justice - solidarity with Black and Muslim and Latinx 
and people of color in the Rochester community.  Speak out, condemn and organize 
against white supremacy not just when it's affecting Jews, but when it's affecting all 
oppressed people.”

 “Include more downtown events; I can't get to the suburbs/JCC. Include some secular 
Jewish events.”

 “Connect, invite.”
 “Advertise community gatherings more actively.”



This parallel set of questions were asked of those who responded  
“Yes, someone in my family or household did”

(i.e. survey respondents relating the perspectives of
one or more family or household members who 

came here from the FSU)
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Roughly how long have they been living here 
[that is, in the Rochester region]?
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< 5 years 5-10 years > 10 years

% response 0% 8% 92%

[N= 43 Jewish Adult Respondents’ family or household members who came here from the FSU]

Observation: Again, the vast 

majority of this immigration 

from the FSU took place a 

relatively long time ago.
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And their ages?
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teens 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s+

% response 3% 3% 10% 13% 23% 16% 16% 13% 23% 19%

[N= 43 Jewish Adult Respondents’ family or household members who came here from the FSU]

Observation: Again, among those

who came here from the FSU, we see 

a bell-shaped age curve around those 

in their 40s – with a second peak now 

in their 80s and 90s+.  Clearly our 

community spans two generations of 

arrivals from the FSU.   
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How warmly welcomed -- and included --
have they felt within our Jewish community?
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% response 46% 14% 0% 0% 11% 29%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All It Varies

Don't know -- 

can't answer 

for them

[N= 43 Jewish Adult Respondents’ family or household members who came here from the FSU]

Observation:  Nearly half (46%) have felt very 
warmly welcomed and included within our 
Jewish community, and none were described as 
“not very” or “not at all” welcomed & included. 

The following slide assembles our respondents’ 
collective recommendations to help those 
household / family members feel more warmly 
welcomed and included.   
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What could our Jewish community be doing to help 
them feel more warmly welcomed and included?

 “Reach out to them -- and provide interpreters if needed.”
 “More events and groups for Russian people.”
 “More invitations to events.”
 “Reach out to get to know them. My mother is 102, in the Jewish Home and 

appreciated the overtures of Rabbi Sandra Katz when she was there as she 
befriended my mother and they spoke Yiddish together.”

 “My husband is very hard of hearing so that's difficult, too. He feels most 
comfortable at the Jewish Family Service NORC program we have here on 
Bobrich.”

 “I think the community was most helpful when they arrived.”

 “Well, this ship has sailed, but the synagogue we used to go to, people 
were very exclusive and not welcoming. No fault of the Federation. Just 
hard to feel like you belong when people are mean.”

 “Treat everyone equally.”

 “My mother was not born Jewish, but converted when we came to this 
Country.  I don't think she pursued being accepted in a Spiritual level, and 
since my father's death she does not identify as being Jewish.”

 “Not relevant.-- my deceased parents and relatives were from Russia.”
 “My father came from Russia in 1910. He is now dead.”
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Concluding Summary

In our survey’s sample, we heard from 46 respondents who came to our community from the 
FSU, and heard about another 43 of their household and family members who did so.  From the 
experiences of those 89 individuals, we learned:

 That nearly all of those arrivals occurred more than 10 years ago, with only a sprinkling 
having arrived more recently.

 That two generations from the FSU are now part of our Jewish community – one in their 
30s, 40s and 50s today, and the other in their 80s and 90s today (with many of that 
generation already passed).  

 That most feel warmly welcomed within our community, but that those who don’t 
tend to recommend more reach-out, invitations, events, and inclusion. Like many 
of our other respondents who are not from the FSU, they want to feel accepted, and want 
to belong, at whatever has become their chosen level of Jewishness.

 Many have appreciated the support, help, kindness and acceptance received from JFS 
and the NORC program, from Chabad, from the occasional Rabbi or Synagogue, and from 
others – not just when they initially arrived, but even today.

 The older generation, who arrived here from the FSU when they were already 
adults, describe themselves as feeling far more warmly welcomed and included
in our Jewish community than their younger counterparts, who arrived as children or 
teenagers.  The latter are now a generation we can still reach out to with targeted 
programming that can help them feel included and welcomed.  It’s never too late.    



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

