
OUR COMMUNITY’S ISRAELIS



“Every Voice Counts” was designed, fielded, and analyzed by 
Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible (Rochester Research Group) 

in collaboration and partnership with 
Janet Sunkin (Survey Coordinator) and Judy Azoff (Survey Committee Chair)

Jocelyn Goldberg-Schaible Janet Sunkin Judy Azoff

“This project was truly a labor of love from the three of us to the Jewish community we love. 
Although none of us were born or raised here, it is the community that became our home . . . 
where each of us have lived, raised our children, worked professionally, and volunteered 
for the past 40 years.” -- Judy, Janet & Jocelyn
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Survey data tells us stories.

Within a sample comprised of 2,395 
Jewish adult participants, 

here’s what we learned about and from 
the perspectives of our 69 Israelis and the
43 additional participants who told us that
someone in their household is Israeli.  
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Are you, or someone in your household, Israeli?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Our “Every Voice Counts” respondent sample
includes 69 Israelis, and 43 additional participants
whose households include one or more Israelis.

This report explores their responses not only to 
their own dedicated question loop, but also to 
other relevant Israel-related questions that were
answered by our full sample.
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Asking our Israelis:

Roughly how long have you been living here 
[that is, in the Rochester region]?

[N= 69 Israeli Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

Nearly two-thirds (63%) 
of our Israelis have already 
been here over 10 years…

…while nearly one-third (30%)
are relative newcomers, having 
arrived within the last 5 years.
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A parallel question for those who live with Israelis:

Roughly how long have they been living here? 
[Please check all that apply if there are 

more than one Israelis in your household:] 

[N= 69 Israeli Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

A similar bi-modal 
distribution is portrayed,
whether by the Israelis
themselves or their
household members.

Clearly, the lion’s share
of our community’s
Israelis have been here
a relatively long time –
over 10 years – while
newcomers keep arriving.
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Asking our Israelis:

And your age?

[N= 69 Israeli Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

Nearly half (46%) of our Israelis 
are now in their 30s or 40s…

…while about as many (47%)
are in their 50s, 60s, and 70s.
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A parallel question for those who live with Israelis:

And their age(s)?
[Please check all that apply if there are 

more than one Israelis in your household:] 

[N= 69 Israeli Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

While these age distributions
are very similar, our household
member response profile reminds 
us that there are Israeli children
and teenagers in our community,
as well as Israeli adults.
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Asking our Israelis:

How warmly welcomed -- and included --
have you felt within our Jewish community?

[N= 69 Israeli Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: 56% of our Israeli participants 
feel very warmly welcomed and included,
while the remaining 44% feel somewhat less so.
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A parallel question for those who live with Israelis:

How warmly welcomed -- and included --
have they felt within our Jewish community?

[N= 69 Israeli Jewish Adult Respondents and 43 household members]

Observation: Nearly the identical impression 
is portrayed by household members, with 
56% ~ 57% of our Israelis feeling very 
warmly welcomed and included within 
our Jewish community.
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How warmly welcomed -- and included --

have you felt within our Jewish community?

When they arrived

How welcomed & included

they have felt

< 5 
years

[N=20]

5-10 
years 
[N=5]

> 10 
years 

[N=42]

Very 60% 60% 52%

Somewhat 30% 40% 26%

Not Very 10% 0% 12%

Not at All 0% 0% 0%

It varies 0% 0% 10%

Observation:  While these component N’s are relatively small, the Israelis who 
arrived within the past 10 years seem to at least directionally feel more warmly 
welcomed and included than those who arrived over than 10 years ago.
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Asking our Israelis:

What could our Jewish community be doing to help you, 
as an Israeli, feel more warmly welcomed and included?

“More authentic Israeli activities.”

“More events targeting Israeli young families.” 

“Secular Jewish activities. For example, Hebrew Sunday school that is not offered 
by a religious group (for example Chabad), with no religious intentions. In Israel 
our kids attended secular-Jewish public schools, and we miss that option here.”

“It would be nice to be connected with other Israelis, and to have an opportunity 
to be more involved in general Jewish activities but specially with Yom HaZikaron 
and Yom HaAtzma’ut planning, if possible.”

“Have a program of adoptive family that helps new families who come to 
Rochester. The adoptive family can be matched according to kids ages, religion 
practices. This way Israeli families will feel more connected to the Jewish 
American community.”

“[Provide] circumstances that Israelis can meet each other and other Jews, 
activities that are related to Israel, booklet summarizing all the Jewish-related 
organizations and activities in Rochester.”
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Asking our Israelis:

What could our Jewish community be doing to help you, 
as an Israeli, feel more warmly welcomed and included?

“Open their hearts by including Israelis in positions at the community or 
wherever Israelis can contribute. The Rochester Jewish community is very 
closed to Israelis, and not so welcome when it come to jobs or positions 
at the community.  It can be a tough community.”

“Treat everyone in the same manner.”

“Not assume that I support the policies of Israel.”

[additional Israeli responses:]
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A parallel question for those who live with Israelis:

What could our Jewish community be doing to help them, 
as Israelis, feel more warmly welcomed and included?

“More opportunity to get together.” 

“Involve them in more community activities.” 

“More programming for Israelis in Hebrew and culture.”

“More kosher restaurants.” 

“Job assistance.” 

“Not telling them to go back to Israel.”
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[A question our survey asked all adult Jewish respondents:]

Let’s focus next on Israel. 
How emotionally attached to Israel do you feel?
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[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Israel is not a subject
that matters to me
enough to feel attached.
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[A question asked of all adult Jewish respondents:]

Let’s focus next on Israel. 
How emotionally attached to Israel do you feel?

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All Israel is not a 
subject that 
matters to me 
enough to feel 
attached

All Jewish Adults 
[N=2,395]

49% 32% 13% 5% 1%

Our Israeli 
Respondents

[N=69] 

93%
3% 3% 0% 0%

Israelis + 
those living 
with them

[N=69 + 43]

87% 8% 4% 1% 0%

Clearly, nearly all of the Israelis in our community (93%)
feel very emotionally attached to Israel today.
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Observation:  In another focused report we discovered that having been to Israel 

significantly impact one’s emotional attachment to Israel, and the longer/deeper that 

experience, the greater the emotional attachment.  If you’ve never been there, you’re 

not apt to feel any strong emotional attachment. At the other extreme, if you are 

Israeli, you are almost certain (93%) to feel very emotionally attached.

[93%] I’m Israeli.

[85%] I’m not Israeli, but I’ve 
lived in Israel.

[72%] I’m not Israeli, but 
I’ve…studied / worked / 
volunteered there.

[56%] I’m not Israeli, but I’ve 
visited there at least once.

[18%] I’ve never been to 
Israel.

0% 50% 100%

Israeli

Lived in Israel

Extended Stay

Been At Least
Once

Never Been

% very emotionally attached

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]
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[A question our survey asked all adult Jewish respondents:]

Let’s focus next on Israel. 
How emotionally conflicted about Israel do you feel?
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[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Israel is not a subject
that matters to me
enough to feel conflicted.
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[A question asked of all adult Jewish respondents:]

How emotionally conflicted about Israel do you feel?

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All Israel is not a 
subject that 
matters to me 
enough to feel 
conflicted

All Jewish 
Adults 

[N=2,395]

19% 39% 19% 21% 2%

Our Israeli 
Respondents

[N=69] 

21% 15% 14% 50% 0%

Israelis + 
those living 
with them

[N=69 + 43]

19% 20% 14% 47% 0%

Observation:
Interestingly, roughly 1 in 5 [19%-21%] within each segment feel very emotionally 
conflicted about Israel today.  But nearly half of our Israelis and those who live with 
them [47%-50%] feel no emotional conflict at all – while only 1 in 5 [21%] of our 
overall sample feels that degree of emotional comfort / clarity about Israel today.
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[A question our survey asked all adult Jewish respondents:]

How emotionally conflicted about Israel do you feel?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

The same data from the 
prior slide’s chart is 
shown here, clearly 
portraying how much 
more of our overall 
sample feels somewhat 
conflicted about Israel 
today, while far more of 
our Israelis and their 
household members 
feel significantly less 
emotionally conflicted.
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[A question our survey asked all adult Jewish respondents:]

All things considered, 
what are your feelings towards Israel today?

Overall 
Sample

Our

Israelis

Israelis and 
their 

Households

Very positive 31% 45% 43%

Mostly positive 33% 34% 35%

A mix of positive and 
negative

30% 21% 22%

Mostly negative 3% 0% 0%

Very negative 1% 0% 0%

No feelings about Israel, 

positive or negative

2% 0% 0%

Proportionately more of our Israelis and their household members 
tend to feel very positive about Israel, while proportionately more
of our overall sample tends to feel a mix of positive & negative.
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[A question asked of all adult Jewish respondents:]

All things considered, 
what are your feelings towards Israel today?

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation:

The same data from the 
prior slide’s chart is 
shown here, showing that
directionally more of our 
Israelis and their 
household members tend
to feel very positive about 
Israel today, while 
directionally more of our 
overall sample tends to 
feel a mix of positive and 
negative.  But perhaps a 
more striking finding is 
how very few of our  
participants feel mostly  
or very negative about 
Israel, all things 
considered.  
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THE PERSPECTIVES OF OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY’S
ISRAELI ADULTS

[N= 69 Israeli Respondents in our survey sample]

How Emotionally Attached?
How Emotionally Conflicted?

Feelings Towards Israel Today?

93% Very
20% Very
50% Not at All

46% Very Positive
79% Very + Mostly Positive
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[A question asked of all adult Jewish respondents:]

How comfortable and confident would you feel 
defending Israel if people around you made negative statements or 

accusations you knew to be untrue and unfair?
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Israeli HH 68% 27% 5% 0%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: Twice as many of our 

Israelis and their household 
members versus our overall 
respondent sample – 68% versus 
34% -- feel very comfortable 
defending Israel in that situation.
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[A question asked of all adult Jewish respondents:]

How comfortable and confident would you feel 
criticizing Israel if you found yourself disagreeing 

with some aspect of the country or its politics?
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Israelis 58% 35% 7% 2%

Israeli HH 52% 35% 10% 3%

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at All 

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

Observation: And more than twice 

as many of our Israelis and their 
household members versus our 
overall respondent sample – 52%-
58% versus only 24% -- feel very 
comfortable criticizing Israel in 
that situation.
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Some believe that an organization like the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Rochester should only sponsor speakers and provide programming that is 
clearly and unapologetically supportive of Israel.

Others believe that the Jewish Federation should provide a full spectrum
of speakers and programming that present all sides of Israel, even those 
expressing criticism instead of support [while excluding, of course, 
anything openly anti-Semitic or in any way hateful]. 

How do you feel about this issue?  What should be the role of our Jewish 
Federation in terms of the Israeli programming it provides to our 
community? 

Please choose the type(s) of programming you want to see provided:

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A question asked of all adult Jewish respondents:]
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What should be the role of our Jewish Federation in terms of the Israeli 
programming it provides to our community? 

Please choose the type(s) of programming you want to see provided:
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Israelis 50% 32% 48%

Israeli HH 49% 29% 45%

[A] [B] [C]

[N= 2,395 Jewish Adult Respondents]

[A]  Programs with a positive 
orientation, proudly supportive
of Israel and its achievements, 
since in many other settings 
today that perspective is often 
stifled.

[B]  Programs showing all sides
of Israel, even its problems and 
challenges -- allowing audiences 
to decide for themselves how to 
feel.

 [C]  Both of the above

Observation: 
While the collective preference is for both
types of programming – i.e. positively 
supportive and balanced – our Israelis and 
their household members are twice as apt 
[49%-50% versus only 26%] to stress the 
importance of including programs that 
proudly support Israel and its achievements.
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Concluding Summary

 Our Israelis (N=69) and those who share their households 
(N=43) provide another perspective from which to understand 
our Jewish community.  

 As we see on the slides which follow, these 112 survey 
participants tend to be collectively more emotionally 
attached to Israel, less emotionally conflicted about 
Israel, and more positive about Israel today.  

 They are more comfortable and confident both defending 
and criticizing Israel when either need arises. Although 
they agree that the Federation’s Israel-related programming 
should include a broad array of offerings, they stress the 
importance of including within that array programs that 
are proudly and positively supportive of Israel and its 
accomplishments.    
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Some interesting comparisons between our community’s
Israelis and our overall Jewish community:

As a group, our Israelis are…

[N= 69 Israeli Respondents within our 2,395 Jewish Adults]

…Far More Emotionally Attached

(Very = 93% vs 49%)

…Somewhat Less Emotionally Conflicted
(Not at All = 50% vs 21%)

…All Things Considered, More Positive
About Israel (Very = 46% vs 31%)
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100%

All Respondents Our Israelis

[A] 26% 50%

More Supportive of Proudly Positive 
Israel Programming (26% vs 50%)
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Concluding Summary  (continued)

 Interestingly, nearly 2/3 of our Israeli respondents (63%) have been here 
over 10 years, while most of the other 1/3 (30%) arrived within the last 5 
years.  Just over half (56%) have felt warmly welcomed and included 
within our Jewish community, and they recommend several ways to 
improve that sense of welcome and inclusion:

More “authentic Israeli activities.”
More “secular Jewish activities”
More events targeting Israeli young families
Help us connect with other Israelis – offer opportunities to gather & meet.
Welcome our involvement in planning community activities and programs –

especially around Yom HaZikaron and Yom HaAtzma’ut. 
Have Rochester families ‘adopt’ new Israeli families with similar age kids, similar 

religious practice, etc. to help them adjust and connect
Help Israelis find jobs
Help us find community resources – a directory of Jewish organizations & activities?
Include and involve us!

“Open their hearts by including Israelis in positions at the community 
or wherever Israelis can contribute. The Rochester Jewish community 
is very closed to Israelis, and not so welcome when it come to jobs or 
positions at the community.  It can be a tough community.”



… questions or comments?

Amy Libenson
ALibenson@JewishRochester.org
Jewish Federation of Greater Rochester

mailto:ALibenson@JewishRochester.org

