2021 Yom HaShoah Commemoration

A Community Observance

Crossroads: Keeping Holocaust Memory Alive
Through Education
Guest Speakers
Jeffrey Urbin, Education Specialist
& Abby Gondek, Holocaust Scholar
From the FDR Presidential Library
\

April 7, 2021 at 6:30pm
Webinar
Rabbi Renni Altman - Cantor Devorah Gartner – Cantor Elizabeth Goldmann
Rabbi Jon Haddon – Cantor Gail Hirschenfang – Rabbi Miriam Hyman
Rabbi Shlomo Krasner – Rabbi Dan Polish – Rabbi Daniel Victor
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This program is supported by
The Jewish Federation of Dutchess County
The Ann & Abe Effron Donor Advised Fund
of the Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Welcome – Dr. Werner Steger, Professor of History – Dutchess Community College
Chair – Annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration Committee
Lighting of the Memorial Candles – Rabbi Dan Polish, Congregation Shir Chadash
These six memorial candles represent the six million Jews who perished in the Shoah–the
Holocaust. They are lit by their spouses or their descendants in their memory. As time goes on,
the number of survivors dwindles. We are grateful for the precious time we have had with them,
mourn their loss and remember them. Each of the candle lighters will share the name and a brief
memory of their loved one.
Grete Finkelstein
Jeff Gross
Mihai Grünfeld
Debra McGarvey
Paula Reckess
Marlene Straus
A candle in the memory of the Righteous Gentiles will be lit by
Jeffrey Urbin
Yesh Kochavim: There are stars by Hannah Senesh – Rabbi Daniel Victor, Temple Beth-El

There are stars whose light reaches the earth
only after they themselves have disintegrated
and are no more.
And there are people
whose scintillating memory lights the world
after they have passed from it.
These lights, which shine in the darkest night,
are those which illumine for us the path.
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Psalm 23 – Sung by Cantor Gail Hirschenfang, Congregation Shir Chadash

Crossroads: Keeping Holocaust Memory Alive Through Education
Guest Speakers from the FDR Presidential Library:
Jeffrey Urbin, Education Specialist & Abby Gondek, Holocaust Scholar
A Musical Tribute to Lilli Zimet (z”l) – Mischa, Eva, Amalia & Sofia Parsons
Etz Chayim Hee: It is a tree of life for those who hold fast to it, and all its supporters are happy.
Its ways are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace.
Return us to You, Adonai, and we will return; renew our days as of old.
.
Yizkor – Rabbi Shlomo Krasner, Congregation Schomre Israel

 תֵּ ן ְמנּוחָ ה נְ כֹונָה עַ ל כַנְ פֵּי הַ ְשכִ ינָה ְבמַ עֲלֹות.אָ ִבינּו מַ לְ כֵּנּו אֵּ ל אֱ ֹלהֵּ י הָ רּוחֹות לְ כָל בָ שָ ר
הֹורים כְ זֹ הַ ר הָ ָרקִ יעַ מַ ז ְִה ִירים אֶ ת נִ ְשמֹותֵּ יהֶ ם שֶ ל שֵּ ש מֵּ אֹות ִר ְבבֹות אַ לְ פֵּי יִ ְש ָראֵּ ל
ִ ּוט
ְ דֹושים
ִ ְק
אֲ נ ִָשים וְ נ ִָשים יְ ל ִָדים וִ ילָדֹות שֶ נֶהֶ ְרגּו וְ שֶ נִ ְט ְבחּו וְ שֶ נ ְֶחנְ קּו וְ שֶ נִ קְ ְברּו חַ יִ ים ִבידֵּ י ִמפְ לְ צֹות
ירי
ֵּ  בָ הֶ ם גְ אֹונִ ים וְ צַ ִדיקִ ים אַ ְרזֵּי הַ לְ בָ נֹון וְ אַ ִד.הֹורים
ִ ּוט
ְ דֹושים
ִ ְ ֻּכלָם ק.ּצֹור ִרים ְבגָלּות אֵּ ירֹופָ ה
ְ ַה
נִ ְשמֹותָ ם ה' הּוא- ָלכֵּן בַ עַ ל הָ ַרח ֲִמים יִצְ רֹ ר ִבצְ רֹור הַ חַ יִ ים אֶ ת. ְבגַן עֵּדֶ ן ְתהֵּ א ְמנּוחָ תָ ם.תֹורה
ָ ַה
 אֶ ֶרץ אַ ל ְתכ ִַסי דָ מָ ם וְ אַ ל יְ ִהי מָ קֹום. ּו ְז כֹ ר לָנּו עֲקֵּ דָ תָ ם וְ תַ עֲמֹ ד לָנּו ּולְ כָל יִ ְש ָראֵּ ל זְכּותָ ם.ַנ ֲחלָתָ ם
.דֹושים לְ ִזכָרֹון תָ ִמיד ֶנגֶד עֵּינֶיָך צִ ְדקָ תָ ם
ִ ְ ִבזְכּותָ ם נִ ְדחֵּ י יִ ְש ָראֵּ ל יָשּובּו לַאֲ ֻּחזָתָ ם וְ הַ ק.לְ ַזעֲקָ תָ ם
 וְ נ ֹאמַ ר אָ מֵּ ן.יָבֹואּו שָ לֹום יָנּוחּו עַל ִמ ְשכְ בֹותָ ם
Avinu Malkeynu,, Power, God of the spirits of all flesh, give proper rest upon the wings of
the Divine Presence, on the levels of the holy and pure ones who shine like the splendor of
the firmament, for the souls of the six million Jews, men and women, boys and girls, that
were exterminated and slaughtered and asphyxiated and buried alive by the hands of enemy
monsters in the exile of Europe. All of them are holy and pure; among them were luminaries
and righteous people, 'cedars of Lebanon' and giants of Torah. Let their rest be in the
Garden of Eden. Hence, merciful God, bind their souls with the binding of life. God is their
inheritance. And remember for us their sacrifice and let their merit stand for us and for all
of Israel. Let the earth not cover their blood and let there not be a place sufficient for their
cries. In their merit, let the dispersed of Israel return to their possession; and let the holy
ones be an everlasting memory - their righteousness in front of Your eyes. May they come
to peace, and rest upon their places of repose. And let us say Amen.
El Maley Rachamim (for the six million) – Rabbi Miriam Hyman,Temple Beth-El
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El Maley Rachamim (for the six million) – Rabbi Jon Haddon, Congregation Beth David
Exalted, compassionate God, grant infinite rest in Your sheltering presence, among the holy and
pure, to the souls of all our brethren who perished in the Shoah—men, women, and children of the
House of Israel who were slaughtered, suffocated, and burned to ashes. May their memory endure
and inspire deeds of charity and goodness in our lives. May their souls thus be bound up in the
bond of life eternal. May they rest in peace. And let us say, Amen.
Kaddish of Remembrance – Rabbi Renni Altman, Vassar Temple
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The Legacy – Read by Miriam Zimet-Aaron
We take this oath! We take it in the shadow of flames whose tongues sear the soul of our people.
We vow in the names of our dead grandparents, parents, and children; we vow with our sadness
hidden, our faith renewed.
We take this oath! Vision becomes word, to be handed down from father to son, from mother to
daughter, from generation to generation.
Remember what the Nazi killers and their accomplices did to our people. Remember what an
indifferent world did to us and to itself.
Remember the victims with pride and with sorrow.
We shall also remember the miracle of the Jewish rebirth in the land of our ancestors, in the
independent state of Israel. Here, pioneers and fighters returned to our people, the dignity and the
majesty of nationhood. To the end of our days, we shall remember all those who realized and
raised their dream…our dream of redemption to the loftiest heights.
Also remember the deeds of the righteous Gentiles.
We take this oath today. Let out legacy endure as a stone of the Temple Wall in Jerusalem, where
our prayers and memories burn. They burn and burn and will not be consumed.
The Acceptance
Read by Tamar Hyman-Fessler, Bethanie Gartner, Rafi Hyman-Fessler, Matthew Glasser
We accept the obligation of the legacy. We are the generations born after the darkness. Through
our parents’ and grandparents’ memories, words and silence, we are linked to that annihilated
Jewish existence whose echoes permeate our consciousness.
We dedicate this pledge to you, our families and friends, who suffered and survived. To our
grandparents, to all those who perished in flames. To our vanished young brothers and sisters,
more than one million Jewish children, so brutally murdered. To all six million whose unyielding
spiritual and physical resistance, even in the camps and ghettos, exemplifies our people’s
commitment to life.
We pledge to remember! We shall teach our children to preserve forever that uprooted Jewish
spirit which could not be destroyed. We shall tell the world of the depths to which humanity can
sink and the heights which were attained, even in hell itself. We shall fight anti-Semitism and all
forms of racial hatred by our dedication to freedom throughout the world.
We affirm our commitment to the State of Israel and to the furtherance of Jewish life in our
homeland. We pledge ourselves to the oneness of the Jewish people.
We are your children. We are here!
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Concluding Remarks – Karen Hochhauser, Director, Jewish Federation of Dutchess County
Hatikvah – Cantor Elizabeth Goldmann, Vassar Temple
Kol od ba-levav p’nimah,
nefesh Yehudi homiyah
u’lfa’atei mizrach kadimah
ayin l’Tzion tzofiyah,
od lo avdah tikvatenu,
hatikvah bat sh’not alpayim;
lih’yot am chofshi b’artzenu,
eretz tzion virushalayim.

As long as the heart of the Jew beats,
And as long as the eye of the Jew looks eastward,
Then our two thousand year old hope is not lost;
To be a free nation in Zion, in Jerusalem.

With thanks to the
2021 Yom HaShoah Commemoration Committee
Dr. Werner Steger, Chair – Professor of History, DCC
Cantor Devorah Gartner, Clergy & Youth Liaison
Karen Hochhauser, Director Jewish Federation of Dutchess County
Rabbi Renni Altman – Vassar Temple
Ann Gross
Jeff Gross
Muriel Horowitz
Debra Gersh McGarvey
Paula Reckess
Michael Smith
Pam Smith

Special thanks to Robert S. Gartner Photography
for video creation & editing
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