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On Martin Luther King Jr. week-

end, twenty-seven Temple Beth-

El members braved icy roads 

and heavy rain to ensure that 

residents of Poughkeepsie’s 

homeless shelters received win-

ter coats and other warm cloth-

ing.  For the second year in a 

row, teenager Liza Goldstone, 

the Bright Nights winter coat 

drive coordinator, asked the 

community for donations of 

coats, hats and gloves, as well 

as boots, warm sweaters, and 

toiletries. Her appeal was sup-

ported by the Social Action Com-

mittee of Temple Beth-El, the 

Rhinebeck School District, and 

Starr Library in Rhinebeck.  

In the weeks leading up to the 

Bright Nights coat distribution, 

members of Temple Beth-El and 

the Rhinebeck community gener-

ously donated hundreds of coats 

and warm clothes. Local dentists 

Michael Smith and Michael 

Schwartz donated cartons of 

toothbrushes and toothpaste.  

Continued on Page 8... 

Bright Nights 2015 a Success 

On Friday, March 13 half a million people and 

more than 600 synagogues will come together 

to learn, worship, eat and drink, relax, enjoy 

and celebrate SHABBAT.  

Now in its 19th year, Shabbat Across America 

is a national celebration uniting Jews through 

the warmth, peace, and beautiful tradition of 

Shabbat. Poughkeepsie’s Congregation 

Schomre Israel invites everyone to attend this 

historical, user-friendly, Carlebach-style musi-

cal service. 

Friday, March 13, 5:30pm. Shabbat dinner to 

follow. Prepaid reservations are required for 

dinner and can be made until March 6. $35 for 

adults and $20 for children ages 3-12.  

For information and to make a reservation, go 

to www,schomreisrael.org or call the office 

at 454-2890. 

Shabbat Across America  

at Schomre Israel  

Congregation Shir Chadash Launches Mission to Cuba 

 

See the Calendar and Community Outlook 

for details on all of  the upcoming Purim 

celebrations! 

After 50 years the United States and Cuba 

have begun diplomatic discussions to fully 

lift a long-standing trade embargo. Many 

people are in a hurry to see Cuba before 

any anticipated changes to the county 

come to pass.  

Congregation Shir Chadash is launching a 

9 day mission to Cuba, led by its cantor, 

Gail Hirschenfang, to see Cuba in its un-

spoiled present and to visit the proud but 

poor Jewish communities living there. 

The trip to Cuba will run from Sunday, May 

31st—Monday, June 8th of this year. This 

mission will be a uniquely insightful trip of 

cultural and religious discovery. The group 

will visit the Jewish community in Havana 

(where over 90% of Cuban Jews reside) 

and will have the opportunity to share 

Shabbat services and dinner with the larg-

est synagogue in Havana. It will also travel 

into the rural towns, such as Cienfuegos, 

to visit smaller communities of Jews. 

Continued on Page 14... 

 

Image courtesy http://www.othercubanjourneys.com/jewish-cuban-travel.php 
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From the Executive Director 

What does it mean when a campaign 

fails to meet expectations? 

This year’s Dutchess County Jewish 

Federation Annual Campaign, while suc-

cessful by some standards, failed to fully 

meet its financial objective. The difference 

between what was anticipated and what 

was realized is disappointing at best and 

financially problematic at its worst.  

Understandably this shortfall impacts 

different parts of our community in different 

ways, and your response to this gap de-

pends to a large extent on the Jewish role 

or roles you have and how you view that 

function in relation to others. 

As a community, we can respond to 

the campaign deficit with hand-wringing, 

finger pointing, and Monday-morning-

quarterbacking. Or the campaign results 

can inspire creativity, renew our dedication 

to collaboration, and provide new opportuni-

ties for meaningful programs and dialogue 

about what it means to be Jewish in 

Dutchess. 

For organizations that count on Fed-

eration funds to run or expand existing pro-

gramming, I hope this gap between expec-

tation and allocation prompts an exploration 

of ways to strengthen current relationships, 

find new partners, leverage resources, and 

become more involved with JFDC. You’ll 

soon be hearing about the next allocation 

cycle and its focus on relationship building. 

Many of you have already started down this 

collaborative road and, next year, you’ll see 

an emphasis by the allocation committee on 

organizations joining together to work on 

new or existing projects. 

For organizations that are not regular 

recipients of Federation funds, I invite you 

to talk to us about your ideas. We want to 

hear about your educational, cultural, and 

tikun olam programs—caring for the envi-

ronment, working for social justice, and 

practicing acts of chesed. Need a partner? 

JFDC is ready, willing, and able. Want to 

share ideas and resources? Come to a 

JFDC roundtable meeting and talk to col-

leagues and peers about what you’re doing. 

(Email me for schedule.) 

For Federation donors—current and 

not-so current—we may not have been as 

responsive to your voices as perhaps we 

should have been. In any given community, 

there’s a wide range of opinions on every 

subject. And not all voices can prevail. But 

we owe it to you and to the broader Jewish 

community to cast a wider net to ensure 

there’s a seat at the table for multiple per-

spectives. (Email me for ways to do that.) 

And for Federation? What does it 

mean when a campaign fails to meet ex-

pectations? Was the goal unrealistically 

high? Was the campaign not strategically 

implemented? Was the message not ade-

quately delivered?  

Since community grant requests 

were nearly twice the amount of funding we 

gave out, it’s hard to believe our goal was 

too high. In fact, we wish we would have 

exceeded our goal so more money could 

have been given locally to the needy in our 

community, globally to Jews around the 

world, and for causes that ensure the secu-

rity of Israel and counter anti-Semitism. 

What about our campaign strategy? 

Well, first we promise to listen more. Over 

the next months you may receive an invita-

tion to a meeting designed to let us hear 

what you have to say about Federation. 

When you get the call, please respond af-

firmatively. If you don’t get the call and still 

want your opinion to be heard, contact me.  

And what about our message? We 

accept responsibility for not communicating 

more clearly an answer to the question, 

“What does Federation do?”  

Your donations pay for the newspa-

per you’re holding in your hand and the 

email you receive every Monday that tells 

you about weekly Jewish events in the 

area. Your gifts teach Hebrew to children 

and send youth to Israel. You feed the hun-

gry in Dutchess County through the activi-

ties of Jewish Family Services, which also 

provides bereavement counseling, senior 

services, the Medical Lending Closet, and 

Mitzvah Day oversight. And, through our 

commitment to Jewish Federations of North 

America, your campaign donations go to 

help Jews in the Ukraine, France, and other 

parts of the world.  

Next month, I’ll write more about this 

and tell you about JFDC board priorities for 

the coming year. 

THE ONE WHERE THE CAMPAIGN FALLS SHORT (PART 1) 

Joyce Schriebman│ Executive Director 

The Storm Offered Us Sabbath 

Rabbi Brent Spodek│ Beacon Hebrew Alliance 

Only a few weeks ago, as news reports told 

us to prepare for a historic, crippling storm, 

the people around me didn't seem as if they 

were anticipating the apocalypse. 

People were making sure they had working 

flashlights and bottled water, always good 

things to do, but there was more. One friend 

needed to take an emergency Oreo run be-

fore the snow came, and there were dozens 

of texts and emails figuring who was hosting 

a blizzard party when. 

At one level, everyone loves a snow day, 

even if they are a lot more common than 

they once were. For most people, an occa-

sional day off from responsibility is a delight. 

The real delight, however was that not just 

one person had the day off -- it was 

that everyone had the day off. Someone 
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could plan a last minute party because everyone 

was suddenly free - classes were canceled, work 

was canceled and it was illegal to drive any-

where. Everyone was free to hang out with their 

friends and neighbors. Not just any friends and 

neighbors - suddenly, it mattered who was physi-

cally closest, who could be reached on foot. 

In essence, the storm offered us a chance to 

have Sabbath, and we reached for it with both 

hands.  

Now, more than ever, we need that sense of 

blanketed quiet, of stillness and at some level, we 

need it to be externally enforced so it doesn't feel 

like laziness, Heaven forbid. We know we must 

be productive, ever improving our career, our fi-

nances, our parenting, our diet, but in reality, we - 

you and I - need Shabbat, as surely as our bod-

ies need to sleep and our land needs to lie fallow. 

In The Sabbath  (which is as close to required 

reading as we get at BHA), R. Abraham Joshua 

Heschel wrote, "He who wants to enter the holi-

ness of the day must first lay down the profanity 

of clattering commerce, of being yoked to toil. He 

must go away from the screech of dissonant 

days, from the nervousness and fury of acquisi-

tiveness and the betrayal in embezzling his own 

life. He must say farewell to manual work and 

learn to understand that the world has already 

been created and will survive without the help of 

man. Six days a week we wrestle with the world, 

wringing profit from the earth; on the Sabbath we 

especially care for the seed of eternity planted in 

the soul. The world has our hands, but our soul 

belongs to Someone Else.” 

Indeed, our souls need a Sabbath - and so does 

our community. We need a time when we can 

connect with other people for no reason other 

than to delight in their company and see the Di-

vine in their face.  

In a traditional world Shabbat is the time when 

everyone is free, everyone can talk, everyone 

puts aside their mundane particulars. It is an in-

sult to say that someone "makes Shabbas for 

themselves" (machen Shabbes far zich) because 

Shabbas, more than any other time is when we 

come together with others.  

I know from side conversations that more and 

more folks are thinking about shabbat and what it 

means in our time and in our context and that is a 

great and wonderful thing. Shabbas is a vital part 

of individual and communal life - our souls crave 

a place of stillness and of connection. This isn't 

about "becoming religious" or "following orders." 

Cultivating Shabbat is about taking our souls half 

as seriously as we take our minds or our bodies.  

We can do this, and now is the time. Even if it's 

"the last minute," even if the house is a mess, 

even if you are a flawed human being as you al-

ways will be, invite someone over for Shabbat. 

Have some challah and wine and friends and ex-

pansive room for conversation. Light a candle, 

chant a blessing, and let your soul claim what it 

needs.  

The storm offered us Sabbath, and we can have 

Sabbath every week if we build it. 

Envy or Inspiration? It is All About Perspective 

Toby Lavi│ Editor 

The job of president at a synagogue can be a 

remarkable one. In my experience (having just 

finished three years for Congregation Beth 

David), the role was equal parts custodian and 

handyman, event planner and financial manager, 

and providing a smiling face at the door every 

Shabbat morning. In other words, it was a bless-

ing. 

However, there was one area of leadership 

where I experienced a bit of…let's say envy, and 

it was when I checkout out other synagogues and 

congregations in the area from time to time. What 

triggered this uncharacteristic appearance of that 

famous green-eyed monster? It was when I 

looked around at the different programs and 

events being offered by our fellow JFDC mem-

bers and friends. 

From LunchBox volunteering opportunities to car-

nivals and even drumming Shabbats, there was 

so much available to the Jewry of Dutchess 

County that it could make your head spin. So, we 

too began our own "movie nights", holiday par-

ties, and are fortunate enough to have a vegan 

Oneg Shabbat courtesy of Roberta Schiff each 

and every year. 

The point is, though I call it something like 

"program envy", it was really more like inspiration 

that I was feeling, and it was contagious in my 

little community. 

And since becoming editor for The Voice, I have 

come to see that the different congregations, 

groups, and synagogues in this area are even 

more inspiring than I first realized. I am often 

amazed by the number of educational and cul-

tural programs available each week, but also 

challenged by how I might squeeze all of the 

news into the limited number of pages we have 

available. 

As some of you might have noticed, we've made 

some major changes to The Voice since January. 

Though these look, mostly, like esthetic changes, 

a great many of them are the result of budgetary 

challenges. You'll note that we remain at 16 

pages for most editions. You might also note that 

our calendar keeps getting more and more con-

densed, and this too is due to that page limit. You 

may also see that we don't print as many of those 

wonderful photographs submitted as we used to, 

and again, it is all about space. 

The thing is, our goal is not to limit, but expand. 

We know there is so much energy here, so much 

going on, and we want to give each event its "15 

minutes of fame", so to speak. But it is a balanc-

ing act. After all, you also see a new Family Cor-

ner graciously prepared by Rebbetzin Goldy 

Sandhaus every month, as well as Food, Culture 

& Arts, and other sections meant to create as bal-

anced and as comprehensive a view as possible. 

Something for everyone, and always something 

to inspire others to emulate, expand upon, and 

cause a bit of healthy envy (if there is such a 

thing). However, this publication is called The 

Voice and it needs yours. So, please forgive us if 

we slip a bit as we figure things out. The goal is 

most definitely to create a harmonious voice, one 

full of the many diverse notes, tones, and chords 

it takes to create 
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March 2015 

 April 13 - Yom Hashoah at Dutchess Community College 

 April 26 - Yom Ha'azmaut with families and highlights of Is-
raeli life, Israeli products and food, speakers on Israel, and 

sraeli films 

 May 31- Israel Day parade bus trip into Manhattan (free of 

charge) 

 Jewish Film Festival (April through June) 

Efforts are underway to form committees tasked with planning and 

implementing community-wide programming this spring to celebrate  

Israel. Congregational leadership and other Duchess County Jewish 

organizations are encouraged to send 

at least one person to work on this 

exciting, collaborative project.  To be 

a part of any or all of these activities 

contact Howard Lynne - howardlyn-

ne1@gmail.com  

Save the Dates for Our Community's Israel Commemoration and Celebration 

Mitzvah Day 2015 is Coming!   

Please join us May 3 for this county-wide event to benefit local non-profit 

agencies and those in need. Various locations and activities will be available 

for participation of all age levels. All locations, with descriptions of the pro-

jects, will be on the registration form that you will find in the April edition of 

The Voice.  

Registration will also be posted on the website soon. Mitzvah Day is coordi-

nated through Jewish Family Services of Dutchess County, with help from 

many volunteers, and is partly funded through a grant from the Bertha Efron 

Fund of the Community Foundations of Dutchess County. See you May 3!  

Contact Lenora Koffman, Jewish Family Services, with questions, 

jfs@jewishdutchess.org or 471-9817 

Try a New Spin on a Purim Classic 

Though it takes all of your creative juices to come up with some new 

ways of enjoying matzo over the course of Passover,  and though 

that annual challenge is just around the corner, why not get a bit of a 

jump start on your creative cookery? Consider this completely un-

usual recipe for Hamantaschen that you can put to use all year long. 

It is for those who prefer savory over sweet and spicy rather than 

saccharine. It comes from food blogger extraordinaire, Nina  Safar, 

and appears courtesy of her blog “Kosher in the 

Kitch” (www.KosherintheKitch.com). Safar started the blog in order to 

find the very best recipes and discovered along the way that you 

don’t have to be a chef to make an excellent meal...or haman-

taschen! 

Taco Hamantaschen (meatless dairy tacos) for Purim! 

Ingredients: 

 1 12 oz. package of Mexican Style Veggie Crumbles (Lightlife 

Smart Ground) 

 Frozen ravioli dough pre-cut into circles, defrosted (or wonton 

wrappers cut into circles) 

 1 cup of shredded cheddar cheese 

 Guacamole for serving (optional) 

 Salsa for serving (optional) 

 

Directions: 

1. Heat veggie crumbles up on stovetop. 

2. Place 1 tsp of veggie crumbles in center of each dough circle. 

3. Wet edges of dough with water then bring up corners and pinch 

together to form a triangle. 

4. Place shredded cheese on top then bake in oven on 350′ for about 

12 to 15 minutes until golden and slightly crispy. 

5. Serve with salsa and guacamole on top. 
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Radu Ioanid to Lecture on the Romanian Holocaust at Dutchess Community College 

Howard Lynne│ Programming Director 

The collaboration between the Jewish Federation of Dutchess County and the Poughkeepsie Public 
Library District continues with the following programs at the Adriance Library in Poughkeepsie. These 
92nd Street Y talks have been underwritten by the Norman and Jeannie Greene Fund of the Pough-
keepsie Public Library District.  

Thursday March 19, 7pm PRE-RECORDED 

Simon Schama and Jonathan Safran Foer: The Story of the Jews 

It is a story like no other: an epic of endurance against destruction, of 
creativity in oppression, joy amidst grief. And the affirmation of life 
against the steepest of odds.  

 

Wednesday April 15, 7pm  PRE-RECORDED  

Henry Kissinger with Richard Haass 

Henry Kissinger and Richard Haass talk about the history of the modern 
state, how state actors co-exist on the world stage today, how the United 
States impacts today’s world order, and more. Kissinger’s, World Order, 
analyzes today’s ultimate challenge: how to build a shared international 
order in a world of divergent historic perspectives, violent conflict, prolifer-
ating technology and ideological extremism.  

On Monday, April 13, 2015, the annual observa-

tion of YomHashoah will be held at Dutchess 

Community College.  The ceremony will start at 

6:30pm in Drumlin Hall, and it will be followed by 

Dr. Radu Ioanid’s keynote address on “The Holo-

caust in Romania: The Fate of Romanian Jews 

and Roma under the Antonescu Administration.” 

The lecture is made possible by The Greenspan 

Trust-Handel Foundation Endowed Chair in Holo-

caust and Genocide Studies at Dutchess Com-

munity College, currently held by Dr. Lucia Cher-

ciu, Professor of English, with generous contribu-

tions by the Jewish Federation of Dutchess 

County and the June and Aaron Gillespie Forum.  

The event is free and open to the public. 

Mr. Radu Ioanid is the Director of the Interna-

tional Archival Program, Center for Advanced 

Holocaust Studies at the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.   His 

books include “The Sword of the Archangel: Fas-

cist Ideology in Romania (English edition, 1990), 

“The Holocaust in Romania: The Destruction of 

Jews and Gypsies under the Antonescu Regime, 

1940–1944” (Ivan R. Dee, 2008), and “The Ran-

som of the Jews: The Story of Extraordinary Se-

cret Bargain between Romania and Israel” (Ivan 

R. Dee, 2005). 

With the help of newly discovered archival mate-

rial previously inaccessible to historians, “The 

Holocaust in Romania” highlights an almost for-

gotten chapter of the Shoah. The book relies pri-

marily on archival documents that revealed a re-

cord of relentless destruction of a once thriving 

Jewish population.  The “death trains,” the po-

grom of Iaşi, the mass graves, and the notorious 

deportations to Transnistria are but a few exam-

ples among countless cases of exploitation, 

abuse, and massacre. Radu Ioanid concludes 

that “In 1930, Romania had been home to 

760,000 Jews. At the end of World War II about 

370,000 of them had survived. As a conse-

quence of the wartime changes in borders, 

150,000 of the original population ended up un-

der Hungarian sovereignty in northern Transylva-

nia, deported in 1944 in concentration camps and 

extermination centers in the Greater Reich. 

Nearly all of these—130,000- perished before the 

war’s end” (289).  Today’s Romania is home to a 

mere 14,000 Jews, mostly advanced in age. 

Radu Ioanid’s work is an example of the “new” 

Holocaust history made possible after the fall of 

the Berlin Wall and the disintegration of the So-

viet bloc in Eastern Europe after 1989.  Archives 

in formerly Communist countries opened as sud-

denly as their borders.  Dr. Ioanid traveled back 

to Romania, Moldova, and Ukraine for extensive 

research at the Romanian National Archives, as 

well as the archives of the Romanian Ministry of 

National Defense, and the Romanian Foreign 

Ministry. He was able to uncover documents 

heretofore buried, documents that revealed the 

extent of the crime committed against Romanian 

Jews and the country’s Roma population.  His 

book is of tremendous importance for Romania, 

given the fact that the history of the Holocaust, 

which was hidden during the decades of Commu-

nist rule, is hardly studied in Romania even to-

day. 

This book is the definitive work on the genocide 

of the Romanian Jewish population.  Moreover, 

Dr. Ioanid brings the pain and the suffering of the 

Jews in Romania into the fold of remembrance of 

the Shoah. Together with other Romanian-born 

writers such as Elie Wiesel, Norman Manea, and 

Andrei Codrescu, among many others, Radu Io-

anid’s work helps us rediscover a history often 

silenced and in danger of being forgotten.  After 

the lecture Dr. Ioanid will be available for book 

signings.  

Upcoming 92nd Street Y Lectures 
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BHA Book Club  

The BHA Book Club will be meeting March 8, 2015 10:00am at  Bank Square 

Coffee House, 129 Main Street, Beacon. Contact Ruth Ray at 

rgr5452@aol.com with any questions. NOTE: In case of bad winter 

weather—if Hebrew School is cancelled—the Book Club meeting will also be 

cancelled and will be rescheduled. 

Congregation Shir Chadash Rosh Chodesh Reading  

Those interested in reading have been invited to a potluck brunch and dis-

cussion held every month. Participants meet to discuss memoirs, fiction, po-

etry and drama in a variety of works that offer Jewish themes and a variety of 

perspectives of interest. Have a topic suggestion? Please let us know! For 

more information, please contact Sandy Lash at 227-3327, via 

email: info@shir-chadash.org or at our website:  www.shir-chadash.org. 

Playwright Michael Bihovsky premiered his 

new play, Without End -- which documents 

a uniquely spiritual and loving journey 

shared by a grandson and his grandparents 

-- in Buffalo, New York. The play was the 

closing event of the JCC Book and Arts Fair 

at the Seller Theatre, home of the Jewish 

Repertory Company of Western New York, 

and co-sponsored by Congregation Shir 

Shalom. Bihovsky directed and starred in 

the production, which also featured Darleen 

Pickering Hummert, Mike Frisch, and Noah 

Kotzin. 

This autobiographical play follows intergen-

erational relationships over the course of 21 

years, and explores a variety of themes 

such as growing up, career choices, political 

activism, and grief – all explored from a va-

riety of artistic, scientific, and spiritual per-

spectives. Without End attempts to bridge 

the gap between these perspectives 

through the lens of interdenominational 

Jewish philosophies, as well as a universal 

exploration of religion and God. 

Bihovsky, 28, wrote this dramatic -- and of-

ten humorous -- play soon after his grand-

mother's death, to help document the pro-

lific lives of his grandparents, Marty and 

Esther Bates. The Bateses were among the 

earliest and most fervent members of the 

Reconstructionist Jewish movement. They 

were also pillars of the Buffalo community, 

which prompted Bihovsky’s decision to pre-

miere the piece there. 

Bihovsky himself grew up attending the 

Conservative movement's Solomon 

Schechter Day School in the Philadelphia 

area, followed by the pluralistic Akiba He-

brew Academy for middle and high school. 

He later graduated from New York Univer-

sity with a degree in musical theater and 

astrophysics – a duality that fuels both con-

flict and growth in the play. 

“My family has always been split between 

artists and scientists,” says Bihovsky. “I'm 

especially interested in unifying the worlds 

of art, science, and spirituality, each of 

which influences the others considerably 

throughout the play. But above all, this is a 

story about the unique bond between a 

grandson and his grandparents. That rela-

tionship was so formative in my life, and is 

in so many lives, but it's stunningly under-

represented in the theater.”  

For more information or to view a five-
minute highlight reel from the recent per-
f o r m a n c e ,  v i s i t  h t t p : / /
www.michaelbihovsky.com/without-end. 

New Intergenerational Play Premieres in Buffalo 

The Hudson Valley Jewish Heritage Day Celebration 

One of the largest events of the year is com-

ing to Dutchess County on August 23, 2015. 

Sponsored by Congregation Schomre Israel, 

the Hudson Valley Jewish Heritage Day 

Celebration promises to be a celebration and 

gathering of all levels of the Jewish Faith. 

A crowd of more than two thousand is ex-

pected at Dutchess Stadium in Fishkill, New 

York, and Jewish organizations from New 

York and the Tri-State area will all partici-

pate.  It’s a day of American baseball, Ko-

sher food, Hebrew music, dance and culture 

at the Dutchess Stadium, a rare chance for 

everyone to enjoy and support one another. 

Get involve, sing, and meet others who 

share the same heritage. If you are inter-

ested in purchasing tickets, go to Dutchess 

Stadiums website. 

If you are interested in performing, speaking, 

or singing or sponsoring a prize giveaway 

c o n t a c t  S c h o m r e  I s r a e l  a t 

www.schomreisrael.org or call 454 2890. 

This event is open to national and interna-

tional attendees 

Dutchess Stadium in Fishkill 
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Bright Nights a Success, cont. 

On the night before the delivery, Temple Beth-El’s social hall was filled with 

volunteers busily preparing lunch bags, assembling toiletries, and sorting 

through mountains of clothes. The next day, teens from Rhinebeck High 

School joined Temple Beth-El volunteers to deliver all the donations.  Despite 

the day’s dangerous road conditions and the pouring rain, the volunteers 

helped the shelter residents find coats, hats, gloves, and other needed 

items. The cold and rain were of minimal importance when compared to the 

delighted smiles of people putting on a warm coat or pair of boots.   

In total, residents at four Poughkeepsie shelters were beneficiaries of the 

coat drive.  

Ms. Goldstone intends to hold another coat drive next year. She asks that 

community members save any extra winter coats, boots and winter attire in 

anticipation of next year’s drive. The past two years show how necessary, 

and appreciated, these donations are.  

Mens Club Does LunchBox 
Two dozen members of Vassar Temple Men's Club, joined by 

some of their sons, broke into teams to prepare and serve a won-

derful meal at LunchBox. 

The recently reorganized Vassar Temple Youth Group has already attended 

kallahs at Kutz Camp and in Mt. Kisco, under the guidance of their Advisor 

Rachel Cohen. For more information about the Youth Group, which includes 

those in grades 8-12, please contact youthgroup@vassartemple.org . 

Youth Attend Kallahs 
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This summer Taglit will be running 

its annual trip for wheelchair bound 

applicants, and the organization is 

hoping for the community’s help in 

finding people who might want to 

join the trip. 

The No Limits: In Motion trip is a 

highly specialized program that has 

been running for the past 4 years. It 

is basically the classic, Taglit-

Birthright itinerary adapted for applicants with limited mobility. The trip is for 

applicants from the US and Canada, ages 18-26, with a Jewish background, 

who are either wheelchair bound or have limited mobility, and are fully cog-

nizant. Every participant will bring an aid/chaperone to help them throughout 

the trip. The aid/chaperone is not limited by eligibility requirements (Jewish 

background or age) and their trip will covered by Taglit-Birthright. 

The trip will depart from both New York and Toronto on June 14th, 2015 

and return on June 24th, 2015. Applicants can register 

at www.amazingisrael.com. 

Taglit-Birthright: Amazing Israel  “In Motion” 

JDC Stands in Solidarity with French Jewry 

Below is an excerpt from the American Jewish Joint Distribution Commit-

tee’s (JDC) February report, relief proposal, and update on the French Jew-

ish community. A full, comprehensive, and detailed report version is avail-

able online, and a summary story can be found at the JDC website: http://

www.jdc.org/news/features/after-charlie-hebdo-building.html?s=gnews-

index 

“The French Jewish community is vibrant, self-sustaining and multi-faceted. 

Home to some 550,000 Jews, it is by far the largest Jewish community in 

Europe. Yet, screams of ‘death to the Jews’ in the streets of Paris, and rou-

tine bullying, intimidation and violence have altered life for French Jewry. 

This new reality is compounded by the broader political and economic cli-

mate in France – a failing economy characterized by sky-high unemploy-

ment rates for young adults and stagnant wages, disenfranchised youth 

and struggling young families, and escalating Jihadist radicalism. Today, 

the French Jewish community is rallying its resources to address the com-

munity's emerging needs to: 

 Bolster security 

 Develop and offer widely available psychosocial relief 

 Put in place contingency plans and crisis networks 

 Assist vulnerable and needy members of the community 

 Pursue routine communal activities for the Jews who remain in France 

 Assist community members who choose to move to safer neighbor-

hoods or to emigrate 

The French Jewish community will not abandon its most vulnerable mem-

bers, and is currently in the initial stages of devising an initiative called RE-

BONDS, which translates to rebound in English. JDC is working with part-

ner organizations in the U.S., France, and Israel to deliver immediate, 

short, and long-term relief to French Jews.” Below is the relief timeline out-

lined by the JDC: 

Yachad, the National Jewish Council for Disabilities, dedicated to inclusion 

for all Jewish children and adults, is celebrating 30 years of service to local, 

regional and international communities.  

Yachad helps special needs children, adults and their families through many 

and diverse services including:  social programming for all age groups; 

counseling services for individuals and families; weekend retreats; extensive 

parent support services; sibling support services; vocational training and job 

placement; professional advocates and case managers to ensure all appro-

priate educational and social services resources are tapped; summer camps 

for members of all ages;  special needs yeshivas; shabbat programs; Adult 

day programs; Birthright Israel trips for persons with mobility and/or special 

learning needs; social skills development; lobbying for pro-disability legisla-

tion on the local, state, and federal levels; high school and university leader-

ship programs, among others. They currently have a presence in more than 

30 US cities and 3 countries. 

Yachad reaches out to families, friends and corporate sponsors to help in its 

fundraising efforts to provide much needed scholarship support so no one is 

ever turned away. Notably, Team Yachad offers an opportunity for anyone 

to participate in endurance races that take place annually in Miami, Toronto, 

New York and Jerusalem. To date more than 1,800 have run hand in hand 

for disability inclusion, and have raised more than $2.7 million. 

March 4th marks the festival of Purim…Each year Yachad brings the mira-

cle of Purim to the deaf and hard of hearing through its Megillat Esther 

Power Point Presentation, providing a CD-ROM and complementary materi-

als so that all can participate and celebrate. Yachad raises funds while pro-

viding vocational training through YachadGifts.com, offering custom, ready-

made gift baskets for Purim and all occasions -- developed, assembled and 

packaged by Yachad participants.    

Yachad, The National Jewish Council for Disabilities, is dedicated to ad-

dressing the needs of all individuals with disabilities within the Jewish com-

munity. To find out how you can join, volunteer, donate, or order Purim 

cards or gift baskets, please contact 212-613-8229 or visit www.yachad.org 

Yachad Celebrates 30th Birthday  
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Goldy Sandhaus│ Family Corner Contributor 

Do you have an idea for 
the Family Corner?  

We’d love poems, recipes, 
songs, children’s book re-
views, and more.  

Email your suggestions or 
submissions to:   

TheVoice@JewishDutchess.org 

Tiny Temple Passover Event   

All children age infant to 5, and those raising them, are warmly in-

vited to  explore Passover through crafts, song, story and fun at the 

free Tiny Temple program to be held  at Vassar Temple on Sunday, 

March 22, from 11am-noon. The setting is relaxed and friendly, and 

healthy holiday themed snacks will be served. Tiny Temple also pro-

vides adults an opportunity to meet others raising young Jewish chil-

dren, is open to all regardless of Temple affiliation, is always free of 

charge, and is sponsored by the Sisterhood. To assist in our plan-

ning, please RSVP to Laura Brundage and Fern Wolf at tinytem-

ple@vassartemple.org. They will also be happy to answer any ques-

tions you may have about this wonderful free monthly program, and 

to put you on the Tiny Temple e-mail list.  Vassar Temple is a mem-

ber of the Union for Reform Judaism and additional information is 

available at www.vassartemple.org. 

 

Rimon is the Hebrew word for 

pomegranate. Just as a pome-

granate is filled with countless 

delicious and sweet seeds so 

to children are filled with sin-

cerity, kindness, and poten-

tial. With tender care a small 

seed flourishes into a whole-

s o m e , 

healthy pomegranate. Camp Ri

mon's dedicated, devoted, and 

personable, staff will cultivate 

and motivate our precious, 

sweet children to grow and 

thrive in their unique style. For 

more information and registra-

tion call: 845-471-0430 or 

email: camprimon@gmail.com. 

Register Now for 

Camp Gan Rimon-

Garden of  Pome-

granates  
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Lunch and Learn for March 2015 

Please join us each week at the Hudson Valley Community Center, 

110 South Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 845-471-0430. 

 11:00 – 11:30am Coffee & Nosh 

 11:30 – 12:30pm Program 

 12:30  Lunch [followed by Brain Games] 

Cost: $5.00 — Lunch + Program;  

         $2.00 — Coffee & Nosh and/or program only 

Please make lunch reservations as far in advance as possible if you 

are a new or infrequent guest. Schedule subject to change and 

weather conditions. To avoid disappointment, please call for updated 

information. 845-471-0430.  

Lunch & Learn is a joint program of the Hudson Valley Community 

Center, the Jewish Federation of Dutchess County, and Jewish Fam-

ily Services. 

Wednesday, March 4, 11:30am - 12:30pm 

"A Purim FunFest for All"  - Linda Thomas-led Zumba, religious com-

edy, and carnival games of skill 

 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015, 11:30am - 12:30pm 

“Subj: God. Representatives of Different Faiths Discuss Their Per-

sonal Take on the Divine” - Third in a series: Dr. Zubair Khan, of the 

Mid-Hudson Islamic Association, and Pastor Ben Larson-Wolbrink of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Beacon, NY 

 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 11:30am - 12:30pm 

"March Music Interlude" - Poughkeepsie High School flute and string 

ensembles, and saxophone quartet, performing music from the Ba-

roque to modern. 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015, 11:30am - 12:30pm 

"The Doctor Will See You Now: A Physician's Perspective on Medical 

Practice" - Dr. Anthony D'Ambrosio, Health Quest family medicine  

All programs are free and take place at the Hudson Valley Commu-

nity Center, 110 S. Grand Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY.  

Voluntary donations gratefully accepted; program and lunch after-

wards ($5/person).  please call 845-471-0430 for more info, lunch 

reservations, and last-minute schedule changes. 
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Sundays 

Bagels, Lox and Torah (and Tefillin too!) - Chabad Mid-Hudson Valley, 63 Vassar Rd., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 9:00am - Led by Rabbi Yacov 
Borenstein. Our Sunday morning minyan will follow a Torah discussion on the coming week's Torah portion, upcoming holiday or any topic of Jewish in-
terest. Breakfast at 9:30am. - Contact:  

Religious School - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 9:00am - For grades K-7- Vassar Temple 9am-noon -  Contact: 
rsdirector@vassartemple.org , http://school-vassartemple.org  

The Jewish Idea of Time: An Introduction and Guide to the Celebration of Festivals. - 9:15 am - Learn about the religious foundations, liturgy, cus-
toms and practices that go into the observance of the major holidays of the Jewish year. Sessions will held Sundays 9:15am in conjunction with upcoming 
Jewish holidays. This month: March 1- “Purim”; March 22- “Passover”. If you have any questions, please call the Temple at 845-454-2570 or email 
rabbi@vassartemple.org . 

Talmud as Philosophy - Beacon Hebrew Alliance, 331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon, NY 12508 - 10:00am - This five session class will read two Talmudic se-
lections through the eyes of Emmanuel Levinas, one of the 20th Century's most important philosophers and interpreters of Talmud. To register, visit our 
website. - Contact: 831-2012 

Chabad Hebrew School - Chabad Mid-Hudson Valley, 63 Vassar Rd., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 10:00am - Looking for a Hebrew School that your 
child actually loves coming to? Look no further! Chabad Hebrew School has what you are looking for but never knew existed! Chabad Hebrew School of-
fers a revolutionary approach to Jewish learning, with a loving approach that makes the richness of our heritage and Jewish life accessible to the contem-
porary Jewish child, no matter what their affiliation or religious observance. - Contact: To find out more about Chabad's innovative Hebrew School pro-
gramming, our pre-school class, new pre-Bar-Bat Mitzvah class or to receive our packet or register your child, please contact Hindy Borenstein, Director 
at 463-5801 or e-mail chabadmidhudsonvly@prodigy.net. 
 

Tuesdays 

Join a (Broken) Yiddish Class - Hudson Valley Community Center - 110 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 11:00am - Did you know that there is 
a spoken Yiddish class being held every Tuesday morning at the HVCC? That it's free? There there are no reservations required? That all you have to do 
is show up, laugh and shep a lot of naches? That it is totally inormal with no agenda? That no one gets teased? That it will be like sitting with your bubba 
and zaidi again? - Contact: Call 471-0430 

The World of the Talmud - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 12:00pm - Study of selections from the Talmud and the 
lessons they hold for us today.  All welcome! The only requirement is your interest in learning! - Contact: rabbi@vassartemple.org 

Audrey Morgenstern Knitting & Crochet Group - Hudson Valley Community Center - 110 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 2:00pm - Meet in 
the Harding Room at the JCCDC/HVCC. Work on either your own project or one that might help another in need. Beginners are welcome.  Co-sponsored 
by the JCDCC/HVCC and Jewish Family Services. - Contact: Call 471-0430 

Hebrew School - Beacon Hebrew Alliance, 331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon, NY 12508 - 4:30pm - We try to live a robust sense of Judaism at BHA, particu-
larly at our Hebrew School. We have classes for kindergarten through 7th grade, and our curriculum is based on cultivating students as culturally and 
spiritually literate Jews.  We believe Jewish life is not something that happens exclusively in the synagogue, or in a book or on Shabbat. Judaism informs 
and addresses life in its fullness - prayer and ethics, Torah and nature, Israel and the world as a whole. - Contact: 831-2012 

Ivrit (Hebrew) School - Temple Beth-El, 118 S. Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 4:30pm - Temple Beth-El in partnership with Congregation 
Shir Chadash, offers an exciting Hebrew school program for children in grades 3 – 7 on Tuesday afternoons. - Contact: For additional information call 
Rabbi Miriam Hyman at 454.0570 or email education@tbeny.org 

The How and Why of Jewish Mysticism - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 7:00pm - Dr. Ronald Robbins, author, psy-
chologist and student of Kabbalah and other mystic traditions, will  introduce the principal texts and concepts of Jewish mysticism and discuss the extraor-
dinary and enduring lure of Kabbalah.  
 

Wednesdays 

Wednesday Morning Minyan - Beacon Hebrew Alliance, 331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon, NY 12508 - 8:15am - Contact: 831-2012 

Discover the World of Prayer - Borenstein home, 36 Pleasant Ridge Dr., Poughkeepsie - 11:00am - Led by Hindy Borenstein. Indulge your mind with 
thought provoking insights from the weekly Torah portion and other contemporary issues, and your body, with a light and healthy lunch.  

Lunch & Learn - Hudson Valley Community Center - 110 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 11:30am - See full monthly program listing on page 
11 - Contact: Call 471-0430 

Hebrew School - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 4:30pm - Innovative weekly program for grade 5 thru bar/bat mitzvah 
prep. Enrollment  open to nonmembers. - Contact: http://school-vassartemple.org/Hebrew.html 

Gesher Youth Program - Temple Beth-El, 118 S. Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 6:30pm - Temple Beth-El and Congregation Shir Chadash 

offer an exciting teen program for kids in grades 8-12 on Wednesday evenings. - Contact: For additional information call Rabbi Miriam Hyman at 
454.0570 or email education@tbeny.org 

Teen Program - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 6:30pm - Topics explored this semester: I'm a Jewish American Teen-
ager--Now What?  &  Holocaust Studies - Contact: rsdirector@vassartemple.org 

Judaism 101 - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 7:00pm - A twelve-week Introduction to Jewish history, religion and 
practice. Classes will be on Wednesday evenings beginning at 7pm, and will be led by Rabbi Golomb and many guest speakers who will impart their own 
knowledge and experience to the topic at hand.  Participants are encouraged to attend all twelve classes, but each class is separate and can be taken 
individually.  The first class, "What is a Jew," will be held Feb. 4.  For the complete twelve class schedule, visit www.vassartemple.org  
 

Thursdays 

Rhinebeck Meditation & Torah Study held weekly on Thursday mornings through June.  Led by Rabbi Yael Romer, Meditation beginning at 8:45am fol-
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Temple Beth-El Judaica Book and Gift Shops  
The Temple Beth-El Judaica Book and Gift shops will have hours  by appointment until regular Sunday 

hours, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm, resume on March 8.  The Shops have Purim, Passover and Shabbat sto-

ries, groggers, Passover Haggadot and cookbooks and Afikomen presents.  

The Bookshop is featuring "Sammy's Spider's First Purim;" "Sammy Spider's First Haggadah," and 

“Passover Fun Book." "Family Hagaddah: A Seder for All Seasons" by Elie Gindi, is for families with 

young children who want to conduct an engaging seder in 45 minutes. "Feast of Freedom Passover 

Haggadah of the Conservative Movement" is edited by Rachel A. Rabinowitz.  Other favorite Jewish 

cookbooks are available. For more information, please call the temple office and leave a message for 

Geri Bromberg for books and recordings, or for Jane Dworkin for year-round ceremonials. 454-0570. 

Jewish War Veterans Schedule March Meeting 

The Private Herman Siegel Post 625 of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States will hold a regular 

monthly meeting on Sunday, March 1. It will be at Congregation Schomre Israel at 18 Park Avenue in 

Poughkeepsie. The meeting begins at 9:30am. All persons of the Jewish faith who have served in any 

branch of the United States armed forces (Active, Reserve, or National Guard) are cordially invited to 

attend and participate in the activities of this JWV Post.  As Schomre Israel is strictly kosher, no food 

or drink may be brought into the synagogue.  If you need a ride or for further information, please contact 

the Post Commander, Robert L. Morrison, at ROBL56@aol.com. 

Hadassah Planning Donor Dinner 

Monday, May 11 is the date for the annual Hadas-

sah Donor Dinner.  Details of this event will be avail-

able soon.  Save the date and plan to attend. 

lowed at 9:15am with Weekly Torah Study.  Welcome your day with a Morning Ritual that prepares you to re-
ceive the day’s blessings with fullness, center & breath.  Exploring our Jewish Traditions, this morning ritual will 
integrate Meditation, Prayer & Study as part of an alternative morning Practice.  Explore your Jewish Journey 
with a progressive egalitarian approach & learn about what our Congregation has to offer.  For directions, con-
tact Temple Emanuel’s satellite office in Rhinebeck at 845-876-5551.  

Exodus: Let My People Learn - First Presbyterian Church, 50 Liberty St., Beacon, NY - 7:00pm - The Biblical 
tale of the Exodus tells the story of liberation and formation that has inspired people of faith and action for cen-
turies. Come and learn what these stories mean in four different faith traditions, and what they might mean for 
us today. Class co-taught by Pastor Ed Benson, Pastor Benjamin Larson-Wolbrink, Pastor Rick Pacheco, and 
Rabbi Brent Chaim Spodek. The class is free and open to all. - Contact: 831-2012 

Your Book Class at Schomre Israel - 18 Park Avenue, Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 - 7:00pm - For his 
Thursday evening class Rabbi Langer has instituted a new course. Beginning at 7:00pm on Thursday eve-
nings, the class entitled "Your Book," will study one of the books of the Tanach, the Bible. This class is open to 
the entire community.  For more details, check the synagogue website or call the office.  
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The group will be bringing and presenting 

much needed humanitarian donations to the 

Jewish Community and to a rural High-risk Preg-

nancy Clinic. 

The trip will be led by a professional and experi-

enced guide and will include wonderful dinners, 

architecture, history, art, music, dance, nature, 

markets and even a visit to a cigar factory. And 

we hear the beach is fantastic! This trip is a rare 

opportunity to experience Cuba with all of your 

senses—from the enticing aroma of Cuban food 

to the rhythm of the music in the air. This prom-

ises to be a very special humanitarian and Jew-

ish travel experience. 

If you are interested in joining the mission, 

please contact Sandy Lash at 227-4650 for fur-

ther information. Prices are reasonable but 

space is limited. Registration deadline is March 

A Megillah reading will take place on March 4 at 7:30 pm. The Vassar 

Temple Players will be presenting their annual Purim Spiel on Sat., March 

7, at 6:45pm.  Our presentation will be an adaptation of Star Wars with a 

special twist, entitled "Purim in a Galaxy Far, Far Away -- The Musical". 

Our cast this year includes performers from young children to mature 

adults and the play will include music, song, dance and amazing special 

effects. The evening will also include an optional pre-performance pasta 

dinner, a Megillah reading just before the play, and endless delicious ha-

mantashen baked by our own Vassar Temple Bakers will be 

served following the show. The optional pasta dinner is vegetarian, will be 

held at 5:30pm, is sponsored by the Men's Club, and is $5 per person, 

maximum $15/family (RSVP by Mar. 4 to mensclub@vassartemple.org ). 

We warmly invite all of you to join us in sharing the joy of Purim on this ex-

citing and entertaining evening! 

Thursday, March 5 at 5:00pm at The Grand Mercury Hotel 2170 South Rd., 

Rt. 9, Poughkeepsie. Sponsored by Chabad of Mid Hudson Valley, everyone 

is invited to hear the Megillah with a slide show; feast on authentic Israeli-

style foods at the Shuk; have your picture taken at the Kotel/Western Wall in 

Jerusalem; decorate cards to send to soldiers in the IDF; squeeze your own 

fresh orange juice in Jaffa; design and create Jewish sand art in the Negev; 

enjoy face painting and a caricaturist in Safed ; Israeli dancing for all ages; 

Israeli themed crafts; Dynamic Interactive Mixed Martial Arts / Krav Maga 

Demonstration (used by the IDF) with acclaimed instructor Sensai Yuri Mil-

shtein - for all ages & stages! Door prize for all in costume! Suggested do-

nation: $18 adult; $12 child. RSVP by March 1 by 

emailing chabadmidhudsonvly@prodigy.net or call 463-5801. All Welcome! 

Cover: Shir Chadash Mission to Cuba French Toast Breakfast at Vassar 

Temple 

Vassar Temple is holding a French Toast Breakfast 

Sunday March 15 from 9:30am-11:30am in the so-

cial hall. The menu will feature homemade challah 

french toast, maple syrup, fresh fruit, coffee and 

tea. This casual drop-in event is presented by the 

Sisterhood and Men's Club and is free of charge, 

but donations are appreciated and will go to benefit 

LunchBox.   

Purim with the Flavor of  Israel! 

Purim Events at Vassar  

On Sunday March 1st, 2015 at 11:00am. Come join the Beacon Hebrew 

Alliance for a Purim Carnival. Arrive in costume and join us for games, art, 

music, food and entertainment to celebrate Purim! This event is geared to-

wards children but there is something for everyone. Bring your family and 

friends! Bring your family and friends! Contact - 831.2012. Email: 

admin@beaconhebrewalliance.org  

Purim Carnival at Beacon Hebrew Alliance 

Passover Tasting & Sale 

Vassar Temple's Judaica Shoppe will be open special additional hours for 

the annual Passover Sale, on Sundays March 15 and March 22 from 9am 

to noon, in the East Chapel. Items for your Passover table including beauti-

ful seder plates and matzo covers, haggadot, books and fun items to bring 

special meaning to Passover for the children, and hostess gifts will be fea-

tured. At the sale on March 15 a special event, "Passover 101", will offer 

tastings of traditional and not so traditional variations on haroset, chocolate 

matza, etc., and the now famous "Passover 101" recipe handout will be 

available throughout the sale at no charge. The shoppe will also be opened 

its regular hours, Mon.-Thurs. from 9:30am- 2:30pm, and by appointment., 

including our regular selection of Jewish ritual items, mezuzot, tallit, gift 

items, jewelry,  cosmetics and art from Israel. We have a wide array of 

items on display and in stock, and can place special orders for you. For 

more information please contact Perla at 914-456-7309 or member-

ship@vassartemple.org 

Annual Goods & Services Auction   

Please come and join us for an evening of fun and great deals at the 8th 

Annual Shir Chadash Goods & Services Auction on Saturday, March 28th. 

Doors open at 6pm for preview and 7pm for the auction. There's something 

for everyone... bring the kids, bring your relatives and 

friends! Refreshments will be served. Please contact  227- 3327 for more 

information or via email: info@shir-chadash.org or at our website: www.shir

-chadash.org. 

Purim Carnival at HVCC 

The Hudson Valley Community Center hosts a Purim Carnival on  

Sunday, March 1. See the website for details  

www.hvcommunitycenter.com 

Temple Beth-El Purim Service & Megillah Reading  

Ma’ariv and Havdalah service begins at 6:30pm , followed by Purim 

Service & Megillah Reading, snacks and Hamantaschen. Come in 

costume, check the TBE website for theme information or call 

454.0570  

http://www.shir-chadash.org./
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The Voice is a Jewish Federation of Dutchess County supported program. Your donation of $36 or more helps defray the pro-

duction costs of this community paper. Please consider making a contribution to The Voice, PO Box 2525, Poughkeepsie, NY 

12603 

Whether or not Israel can be both Jewish and 

democratic will be the theme of a shabbaton co-

sponsored by Vassar Temple and Temple Beth 

El on March 13-14. Israeli attorney and Rabbi Uri 

Regev will serve as scholar in residence, and 

during the weekend will speak about the issues 

with which he deals as Director of Hiddush.  

Hiddush, founded in 2009, is a nonprofit  made 

up of both Israeli and world Jewry, and  aims 

to reinstate the original vision of Israel as de-

scribed in the Israeli Declaration of Independ-

ence: "The State of Israel ... will ensure complete 

equality of social and political rights to all its in-

habitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it 

will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, 

language, education and culture”.   

After serving as a legal advisor and prosecutor 

in the IDF, Rabbi Regev turned his legal skills 

to arguing some of the recent landmark court 

cases regarding Religion and State in Israel, in-

cluding winning the recognition of Reform and 

Conservative conversion performed abroad.  He 

also helped found the Israel Religious Action 

Center (IRAC) and has held leadership positions 

in many other Jewish, Zionist, and human rights 

organizations. 

The community is invited to participate in any or 

all of the events during this special shabbat.  On 

Friday March 13 at Vassar Temple, Rabbi Regev 

will give the sermon during the Shabbat evening 

service, which will begin at 7:30pm. The service 

will be followed by an oneg shabbat, providing 

wonderful refreshments and the opportunity to 

both meet Rabbi Regev in person and to social-

ize with one another.  The next day, on Saturday 

March 14, Regev will give a dvar torah at Temple 

Beth El during Shabbat services that start at 

9:30am, and then will give a third and final pres-

entation, which will include time for Q & A, during 

a kiddush luncheon that will follow the ser-

vice. The luncheon will begin at about 12:15pm, 

and anyone who plans to dine with us should 

please make reservations by March 9 to pro-

grams@tbeny.org or 845-454-0570, which will 

greatly assist in our planning.  The joint shabba-

ton is underwritten by the Sherman Fund of Tem-

ple Beth El and the Groten Fund of Vassar Tem-

ple.  Go to http://hiddush.org for further informa-

tion about both Rabbi Regev and Hiddush. 

Every year the Poughkeepsie Chapter of Hadassah organizes a community 

seder box project. Members of Hadassah and community members are 

asked to contribute Passover food products for distribution to those who are 

homebound or in need throughout the local area. On Thursday evening, 

March 19th at 7 pm there will be a gathering at the home of Sandy Mamis, 6 

Hornbeck Ridge, Poughkeepsie to pack and prepare the bags and boxes for 

distribution.  

Prior to March 19th the food items will be collected at the home of Sandy 

Mamis, or they can be dropped off at the HVCC/JCC or Temple Beth-El 

where there will be large cartons to place them in. Members of Hadassah 

will be contacted in February and March and told which food items are 

needed. Members of the community can contribute Passover items which 

they feel are appropriate or they can contact Sandy Mamis at 463-2678 to 

find out what specific items are needed. The Harding Club, as they have 

done in the past, will distribute the bags and boxes. Hadassah looks forward 

to helping people celebrate the holiday of Passover. 

Families, couples, and sin-

gles of all ages and gen-

erations, join us around the 

table for Vassar Tem-

ple’s 4th annual “First 

Night Passover Seder,” to 

be held in the social hall 

Friday, April 3rd at 

5:30pm. The seder is lay-

organized and lay-led, and 

this year will be enhanced 

by the professional musical accompaniment of Joseph Bertolozzi with a 

musical program directed by Joy Weinberg. The haggadah is user friendly 

and there will be special activities to make the evening fun and meaningful 

for children.        

Complementing the traditional ritual foods, a delicious kosher-style dinner 

featuring homemade dishes will be served. The menu includes matzo ball 

soup, gefilte fish, entrée choice of either herbed roasted chicken, fish, or 

vegetarian dish, a variety of vegetable sides, and selected Pesach dessert 

sweets. Chopped chicken liver with ‘mock’ alternative and crudités will be 

available for nibbling. Ritual wine, tea and soft drinks will be provided. 

To cover expenses, the cost is $36 (adult); $10 (6 - 13 yrs old); under 

age 6 free. Maximum of $80 per nuclear family (parents & chil-

dren).  Please RSVP BY MARCH 20, 2015 to seder@vassartemple.org.  It 

will be very helpful if you can indicate your entree preference at that time. 

Your payment to the Temple office secures your reservation. If mailing a 

check, make it out to Vassar Temple with “Seder” on the memo line and 

send it to Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 

12601. If you have any questions at all about the seder, please contact 

Sandra Mamis, event chairman, at seder@vassartemple.org or 914-456-

Save The Date! 

Congregation Shir Chadash's Annual Spring Concert - Saturday, 

May 30th  

Hadassah's Community Seder Box Project 

“Israel: Jewish and Democratic?”  Topic of  Shabbaton March 13-14 

Seder Slated For April 3 
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Melinda Margulies has been a professional in 

the Hudson Valley Jewish Community for over 

17 years, serving local families in several ca-

pacities. Now she is joining Congregation Shir 

Chadash as Director of Operations to assist with 

organization, communication and community 

development. 

As Director of the Early Childhood Center at the 

JCCDC, she increased enrollment from 30 to 70 

children in one year, developed a dynamic after 

school enrichment program, and expanded fam-

ily programming at the center. She received the 

Director of the Year Award from the Child Care 

Council of Dutchess and Putnam, Inc. 

Ms. Margulies helped to bring PJ Library to the 

Hudson Valley as the local PJ Professional, im-

plementing a grant that delivers free Judaic 

books and music to the mailboxes of 250 chil-

dren each month in three counties. She has pro-

duced many “Beyond the Book” programs for PJ 

Library families partnering with local Jewish or-

ganizations.  She has presented at the National 

PJ Library Conference and at the New York 

State Association for the Education of Young 

Children conference. 

Ms. Margulies has devoted herself to local en-

gagement as a District Level PTA President, Girl 

Scout and Cub Scout Leader, presenter of baby-

sitting workshops and parenting classes, serving 

on the board of Community Children’s Theater, 

and working on local elections. She has been 

captain of at least one project for the Jewish 

Federation’s Mitzvah Day for many years and 

added the PJ Library Mini Mitzvah Day to the 

event in 2009. She contributed to the develop-

ment of the Shalom on Grand Jewish Festival  

and served as the chair of several committees. 

Melinda is a lifelong student of child develop-

ment, a writer, and a lover of nature. She spends 

her free time exploring the Hudson Valley with 

her family and is at her happiest splashing in a 

creek with her grandchildren. 

The Vassar Temple Gala, to be held April 18, 

will honor Rabbi Paul and Deborah Golomb, 

and Bernard and Shirley Handel.   

Rabbi Golomb, who is being recognized on 

the occasion of his retirement from the pulpit 

of Vassar Temple, has developed a vibrant 

adult education program and established in-

novative weekly and monthly Sabbath morn-

ing activities. During the 15 years he served 

the temple, he also served the community as 

President of the Dutchess County Interfaith 

Council, on the County Human Rights Com-

mission, and as founder of Scriptural Reason-

ings, a Jewish, Christian, and Muslim text 

study symposium. Rabbi Golomb’s wife, Deb-

bie, is an attorney known for her deep profes-

sional interest in 

protecting the wel-

fare of children. 

Shirley and Ber-

nard Handel, who 

will be presented 

the Kahn-Lampell 

Award for Commu-

nity Service, embody an abiding commitment 

to developing cultural, educational, and physi-

cal realms of life in the Hudson Valley. They 

established annual lectures at Dutchess 

Community College and Marist College. Ber-

nard served on the board of Vassar Brothers 

Medical Center and other numerous local or-

ganizations, particularly those concerned with 

maintaining a high caliber of medical care in 

our region.  Shirley Handel has worked with 

such diverse organizations as the Hudson 

Valley Philharmonic, Dutchess Outreach, and 

the Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-Kill. 

Schomre Israel Synagogue and 70 for 70 

Schomre Israel invites members of the greater 

Poughkeepsie community to join in a unique 

commemorative experience marking the 70th 

anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Par-

ticipants will receive a copy of a specially pub-

lished book of 70 inspirational essays written by 

internationally renowned educators, historians 

and scholars to be read one a day for the 70 

day period of this program. The program will run 

for 70 days from Sunday, March 15 through 

Shabbat, May 23, right before Shavuot. Partici-

pants may choose to view these essays online. 

In addition, participants will receive a memorial 

card giving the details of the life of one victim of 

the Holocaust in whose memory they will be 

learning. The victims' details are being provided 

by Yad Vashem from their Central Database of 

Shoah Victims' Names. 

This program which originated in the UK has 

been run during the last 2 decades, initially as 

50 days for 50 years in 1995 and then as 60 

days for 60 years in 2005. This year's program 

entitled 70 days for 70 years has been created 

by and sponsored by the Orthodox Union, the 

United Synagogue of the UK, Yad Vashem of 

the UK and a number of other organizations. 70 

Days for 70 Years is designed to engage and 

empower participants in a global project in 

memory of Holocaust victims, create a positive 

learning experience and build a strong Jewish 

identity. 

You can be part of this project by accessing 

their website www.70for70.com or by contacting 

Rabbi Langer at the synagogue 454-2890 or 

schomre1@aol.com. 

We all have a chance over these 70 days and 

beyond to remember a past that no longer is 

and, in these same days, we have a chance to 

help build the future.  

Congregation Shir Chadash Welcomes Melinda Margulies, Director of  Operations 

Golombs and Handels to Be Honored at Gala 


