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This is Dutchess 

County’s 17th 

annual Mitzvah 

Day, 

when volunteers 

from the area’s 

Jewish communi-

ty (and friends of 

all faiths) unite to help many local charitable and 

non-profit organizations. Each year, more than 150 

participants enjoy each other's company while gain-

ing the satisfaction of performing a “mitzvah” - or a 

good deed - by helping those in need, and by help-

ing the community at large. Volunteers can sign up 

to volunteer for Mitzvah Day online at http://

www.jewishdutchess.org; or by sending in the reg-

istration form in the centerfold of this newspaper. 

We encourage you to pre-register and, as an incen-

tive, those who preregister will receive a free Mitz-

vah Day hat! 

This year, projects include, but are not limited to, 

outdoor spring clean-ups at environmental sites and 

a local historical Jewish cemetery, baking and serv-

ing lunch for a local soup kitchen, painting/ planting/ 

sprucing up/ and building at sites in need. Many of 

the projects are in Poughkeepsie, but volunteers 

can also help throughout the Hudson Valley, from 

Beacon to Rhinebeck to Marlboro. At our base for 

the day in Poughkeepsie, volunteers who would 

rather not engage in lifting, pulling, etc., can help 

prepare mailings for local non-profits. For complete 

project descriptions, turn to the centerfold. And eve-

ryone can plan to meet some adorable adoptable 

pets from Poughkeepsie Paws at the HVCC. 

The day begins with a free kickoff breakfast at 

9:00am at the HVCC building, 110 S. Grand Ave, 

Poughkeepsie. During breakfast/registration, en-

joy a fun filled Zumba Gold class to get you ener-

gized for your day and ready to work on your pro-

jects. For those of you who pre-registered, pick 

up your Mitzvah Day hat. Then fan out to your 

respective assignments. Projects generally take 

place between 9:30/10:00am until around 

2:00pm. This year we are also offering free child-

care (see registration form to sign up). Children 

18 mos.-5 yrs. will have a supervised Mitzvah 

Day experience while moms and dads work on 

the service projects of their choice. A light lunch 

will be served at the HVCC from 11:45-1:30 for 

those in the area. Bagged lunches are also avail-

able to take to your project sites. Mitzvah Day 

welcomes individuals, families and groups as vol-

unteers.  

Bring a box of cereal to the HVCC before 

10:00am on May 3 to help build. the “Wall of Ce-

real” sponsored by Cereal Counts, a  project 

which provides breakfast cereal to needy children 

over the summer.  

Mitzvah Day will also be collecting brand new 

children's socks for children at Grace Smith 

House domestic violence shelter, pet food and 

supplies (dog, puppy, cat, kitten and bird food 

along with kitten milk, cat litter and clean, used 

towels, blankets and sheets) (Continued on 

page 8) 
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Ars Choralis will pre-

sent its acclaimed 

concert “Music in 

Desperate Times: 

Remembering the 

Women's Orchestra 

of Birkenau” on Sat-

urday, April 25 at 

7:30 p.m. at Christ Episcopal Church in Pough-

keepsie and another date in Woodstock.  

The chorus will bring back to the Hudson Valley the 

unforgettable story of a group of women who saved 

their lives by playing in a concentration camp 

orchestra. The 45 member chorus will be joined 

by three narrators and an orchestra representa-

tive of the original, which was distinguished by 

its inclusion of mandolins, accordions, recorders 

and guitars while lacking most brass and woodwind 

instruments altogether.  

The orchestra will perform music the original en-

semble was forced to play for its Nazi captors: in-

cluding an excerpt from Beethoven's Fifth Sympho-

ny, "Träumerei” from Robert Schumann's Scenes 

from Childhood, Chopin's Etude No. 3 in E Major, 

The Beautiful Blue Danube by Strauss, and  “un bel 

di vedremo” from Puccini's Madame Butterfly (Lily 

Arbisser, soloist). Choral music interspersed 

throughout the performance illuminates the read-

ings. Tickets for the concert are $20 at the door or 

$18 purchased in advance. Children are half-price. 

Tickets are available on the Ars Choralis website 

www.arschoralis.com. 

Remembering the Women's Orchestra of  Birkenau  

Mitzvah Day Is Sunday, May 3, 2015 
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On Yom Hashoah  

Dear Editor: 

The Yom Hashoah program will again be held at 

Dutchess Community College. What is the pur-

pose? We already know what happened but collec-

tive grieving alone is not enough, in my opinion. 

There is an abundance of Holocaust studies and 

lectures but they mainly focus on the period AF-

TER Hitler took power. What lessons do we learn 

from that experience beyond repeating the slogan 

“Never Again”? 

I decided to review events 

from 1897 onward with the 

emergence of Theodore 

Herzl and the Zionist move-

ment. There was a lot of Jew-

ish history from 1897 until the 

beginning of the Holocaust 

including the League of Na-

tions Mandate for Palestine, 

President Roosevelt and the 

rise of Hitler. I also read the 

Torah concerning the Jewish 

dispersion and the promise of 

a future in-gathering. 

Some blame G-d for 

‘allowing’ the Holocaust but I 

discovered missed opportuni-

ties to rescue many Europe-

an Jews well before the Holo-

caust began. G-d is neither 

cruel nor indifferent. Abba 

Eban once said ‘The Arabs 

never lose an opportunity to 

lose an opportunity’. I say this 

includes us Jews as well.  

Some Jews assumed that the 

Holocaust would immunize 

us from ant-Semitism. For a 

time overt anti-Semitism be-

came unfashionable. But to-

day that is no longer true. 

Iran openly brags about their 

intention to eliminate the 

“Zionist cancer”. Diaspora 

Jews are again targets for attack.  

My study of Jewish history indicates that we are 

repeating some of the same mistakes as before. I 

would hope that Jews would dialogue together and 

think for ourselves. In the past I proposed that the 

Federation sponsor ongoing communal meetings to 

dialogue on ALL topics of major Jewish concern. 

Unfortunately that dialogue never came to pass.  

Bertram Cohen 

VATY Service and Shul-In  

Dear Editor: 

Friday, February 20, was the annual Vassar Temple 

Youth Group (VATY) service, and I like to think that 

it was quite a hit.  

Jacob “Spike” Kraus, a camp song leader from Long 

Island, New York, led the entire congregation in an 

upbeat service. He helped to teach some new melo-

dies from composers such as Debbie Friedman and 

Dan Nichols, huge Jewish artists today.  

NFTY (North American Federation of Temple 

Youth) is continent wide organization that helps to 

bring Jewish teens together to talk about their reli-

gion and their lives.  For this event we were joined 

by teens from our region, NAR, the New York Area 

Region. I’ve known these people for less than six 

months and I am already incredibly close to them; 

incredibly, they have also helped me to feel closer 

to my Judaism.  

After the service, most everyone left the temple ex-

cept for the teens. I know that when you all hear it 

you’ll see it as crazy, but around fifteen kids on Fri-

day night slept in the social hall of the temple.  

To answer your first question, yes, it was very cold, 

but that fact was ignored and surpassed by the 

great time we had!  VATY and teens from other 

youth groups in NAR got to know each other 

through mixers, laid back movies, and lots of ice 

cream.   

By 12:35am though, we were all fast asleep and 

didn’t wake up until 9:30 on Saturday morning.  We 

ate a traditional Jewish breakfast of bagels and 

cream cheese, and then it is sad to say, our night 

together had to come to an end. I 

 had an incredible time and after getting feedback 

from other teens in our youth group I believe they 

did as well. I see our service and shul-in as a huge 

success and hope to have more events soon! 

Brianna Erlebacher 

Youth Group President 
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In last month’s Voice I wrote about 

the disappointing 2014 Annual Cam-

paign and the opportunities that that 

disappointment presents for Federa-

tion and for the community. 

I wrote optimistically about working 

towards more community-wide collab-

oration and creativity. I also wrote 

about Federation providing greater 

clarity around the allocation process 

and the board’s pledge to be clearer 

about Federation goals in the coming 

year. 

So here’s Part II. If you have ques-

tions or comments after you’ve read 

the article, please contact me or any 

board member! 

The Allocation Process 

In the past, allocations were based on 

campaign income, which is revenue 

minus expenses. That’s a sound fis-

cal practice except that the time be-

tween the beginning of the allocation 

process, the end of the fiscal year, 

and the awarding of allotted funds 

often spanned 18 months or more. 

This time lag caused a distorted 

match up of one year’s needs and 

another year’s finances.  

Since one purpose of the Federation 

is to fund Dutchess County Jewish 

activities, the board wanted to be as 

generous as possible and often allo-

cated more money in one year than 

had been raised in the prior year. 

This plan was fine and dandy while 

the Federation coffers were plentiful. 

Over the past few years, however, the 

sound of the word “surplus” became 

fainter and fainter at Finance Commit-

tee meetings, and the board realized 

a tighter allocation process calendar 

was needed. 

In addition—and this came as a not-

too-pleasant surprise for some of 

you—the funding of routinely ap-

proved education grants became a 

part of the allocation process. We 

apologize if this change was not clear 

last year and hope the details provid-

ed here settle some of your ques-

tions. 

The 2014 Allocation 

Last year’s Annual Campaign was 

budgeted at $249,000. It brought in 

$204,000*. That’s a big discrepancy. 

On the flip side, however, expenses 

were down by almost the same 

amount. But even a tight rein on ex-

penditures didn’t increase income 

enough to satisfy the $103,750 de-

mand for support. Of that demand, 

$27,000 was needed to fund Jewish 

Family Services, $23,000 for The 

Voice and the Jewish in Dutchess 

weekly email, and $53,750 was re-

quested for community support. 

After careful review, the Allocation 

Committee recommended to the 

board a total allocation of 

$71,000 with full support to 

JFS and The Voice/Jewish in 

Dutchess and $21,000 to 

community programming. 

None of the community appli-

cations was funded at 100%, with 

most organizations receiving 45% to 

55% of their request. 

2015 Federation Goals 

In January, the Dutchess County Fed-

eration Board of Directors voted three 

priorities for 2015: 

Helping to alleviate the suffering of 

those in need by providing social ser-

vices, financial assistance, and schol-

arships 

Providing for Israel’s humanitarian 

and security needs as well as the re-

lief and safety of Jews around the 

world 

Reaching the unaffiliated in our com-

munity by working with others to fos-

ter inclusion of less-engaged Jews 

Over and above these identified prior-

ities is the fundamental objective of 

community building—building a 

strong network of regional Jewish or-

ganizations, building opportunities for 

interaction and resource sharing, and 

building a spirit of kol Yisrael arevim 

zeh l’zeh— all Jews are responsible 

for one another. 

2015 Allocation Process 

The 2015 allocation process begins at 

the end of April. The May Voice will 

contain details about the new applica-

tion forms and timetable. It’s anticipat-

ed that Requests for Proposals will be 

received in May and panel interviews 

will take place in June and in October. 

Yes, the calendar has changed and, 

yes, there will be two rounds of fund-

ing requests; the first in the spring 

and the second in the fall.  

Allocations will be based on 2015 An-

nual Campaign revenue and appor-

tioned in February 2016, after the 

close of the fiscal year. Beyond the 

two rounds of funding requests, addi-

tional changes adopted by the Alloca-

tion Committee include: 

Non-Federation board members will 

be added to the allocation review 

panel. More on this in the allocation 

process details coming at the end of 

the month.  

Preferential consideration will be giv-

en to funding requests that are sub-

mitted as a partnership where two or 

more organizations come together to 

accomplish a task or carry out a pro-

gram. 

The committee will look especially 

favorably on those proposals that fall 

within the board’s priority areas. Or-

ganizations new to the allocation pro-

cess and synagogues with new pro-

gramming ideas are encouraged to 

apply. The second round of funding 

requests was put in place with this 

goal in mind.  

So there you have it. I hope I’ve 

spelled it out clearly. For some of you, 

all of this might sound a little—or a 

lot—different from what you’re used 

to. And a little—or a lot—different is 

often unnerving. I invite you to contact 

me at director@JewishDutchess.org 

with your thoughts. 

It’s time find a way to work together to 

make the most of this vibrant, diverse, 

Jewish community we call Jewish in 

Dutchess! 

Federation doesn’t exist in a vacuum.  

You are Federation. Be a part. Not 

apart. 

*Dollar amounts have been approxi-

mated for ease of understanding 

The One Where the Campaign Falls Short (Part 2) 

Joyce Schriebman│ Executive Director 
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Agitate 

Toby Lavi│ Editor 

What Egypt, shi’ebod, or pharaoh 

are you thinking about as Passover 

approaches? Is it a personal one? 

One that touches others? The an-

swers to such questions matter be-

cause they let us know whether or 

not we are using our power. Wheth-

er it is collective power or individual 

power, freeing ourselves from any 

sort of slavery demands the exer-

cise of it. 

As I do every year at Pesach, I will 

listen to the ideas that others have 

about escaping to freedom, and I’ll 

take inspiration in many ways. But 

this year I think I will also do 

something radically different than 

I usually do. This year I will agi-

tate. I won’t agitate my hosts or 

the other guests, mind you. No, I 

will agitate myself and ask how I 

am really using my power. 

I will take the remarkable words 

of advice from one of my person-

al heroes, Frederick Douglass, 

who said in the 1850s: “If there is 

no struggle there is no progress. 

Those who profess to favor free-

dom and yet deprecate agitation 

are men who want crops without 

plowing up the ground; they want 

rain without thunder and light-

ning. They want the ocean with-

out the awful roar of its many wa-

ters.” 

This newspaper in your hands has 

definitely been part of a struggle 

towards progress. Liberating it from 

a comfortable but more costly pro-

duction process, and persistently 

refining it to ensure it is of the ut-

most quality has definitely been like 

plowing up hard ground to grow 

something finer. It hasn’t quite rip-

ened, but the process itself is im-

portant. Especially at this time of 

the year.  

Reminded that we are part of a 

spiritual nation, a tradition of strug-

gle and progress, we 

are reminded of the importance of 

committing our powers to some-

thing “more”. And turning a small, 

community newspaper into some-

thing more is worthy of your use of 

power. The Voice is not just 

lists of programs or  simple 

communication. It is an affir-

mation of our communi-

ty’s hopes.  

I ask that you too rethink 

your view of this publication. 

Help us to free it completely 

from its less effective past 

and give it power to accomplish so 

much more. You are essential in 

this struggle, and I encourage you 

to get in touch, and empower this 

effort. 

All Who Are Hungry 

Rabbi Daniel Polish│ Congregation Shir Chadash 
Writing this I am very much in the 

orbit of Pesach. Earlier today two 

distinct activities collided --  and 

made a deep kind of sense for me.  

At home we are talking about our 

Seder --  who will sit where, how 

to embellish our Haggadah --  and, 

of course, what we will eat.  

Then just before dinner I joined 

about a dozen and a half mem-

bers of Shir Chadash at the Lunch 

Box to serve dinner. A seemingly 

endless line of people who needed 

a good square meal kept coming 

and coming: young and old; whole 

families; all races and ethnicities; 

a very diverse group. But they 

shared one thing in common: they 

were hungry. 

And that is when I felt the thread 

that connected my entire day. The 

very first theme we strike as we 

begin our Seder are the opening 

words of the Haggadah: Kol 

dichvin yetei v’yeichul…. --  “let all 

who are hungry come and eat. Let 

all who are in need share Pesach 

with us.”  

Yes, we learn many things during 

the Seder. But there is no escap-

ing this first lesson. The hungry 

have a claim on us. We who have 

so much cannot evade our re-

sponsibility to those who have 

tragically little.  

By serving meals; providing food 

to food pantries; by working for 

legislation that enables us as a 

society to sustain them in dignity 

better than we do now, we answer 

the ancient call of our tradition kol 

dichvin yetei v’yeichul. 

May our Pesach be sweet and 

may our deeds sweeten the lives 

of others who are sunk in the bit-

terness of deprivation.    

Rabbi Polish serves Congregation 

Shir Chadash 
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Not Your Grandmother's Passover Seder 

With Passover just around the cor-

ner, lots of us are looking for unique 

or new recipes for our Passover se-

ders. Fortunately, Jay   Buchsbaum, 

the wine educator at Royal Wine 

Corporation (the largest distributor, 

importer and producer of kosher 

wine and spirits in the world) shared 

some wonderfully innovative recipes 

and wine pairing suggestions for our 

readers to enjoy! See more sugges-

tions online at RoyalWines.com. 

Forget the Gefilte Cod Cakes 

1 pound of cod, fresh  
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
1 teaspoon black pepper, ground 
fresh 
3 potatoes, peeled and shredded  
3 quarts water  
2 cups of mayonnaise 
Kosher salt 
Freshly ground pepper 
3 quarts of canola oil (for frying) 
 
BATTER: 

2 cups potato starch  
3 egg yolks   
3/4 cup of almond milk  
GARNISH 
2 granny smith apples (julienned or 
shredded)  
2 ounces of lemon juice 
3 tablespoons parsley leaves 
6 tablespoons of horseradish Aioli 
(see recipe below)  
 

First bring a small pot of water to 
boil, blanch potatoes in the boiling 
water for 2 minutes. To stop the 
cooking the process, place the pota-
toes into an ice bath, then strain the 
potatoes and wring them out com-
pletely in a clean dry kitchen towel. 
Set aside. 

Pre-heat oven to 375 degrees, sea-
son fish with salt and pepper. Place 
fish on a small roasting pan, and 
roast approximately for 8 to 10 
minutes, you want the fish to be a 
tad under done. Let the fish com-

pletely cool. 

Place cooled cooked fish in a bowl 
and shred with your hands. Add the 
mayonaise, salt, pepper to taste 
and mix evenly. Form the fish mix-
ture into eight 2 ounce portions. 
Shape portions into hockey puck 
shaped discs. Place fish cakes onto 
a parchment paper lined sheet pan 
and place in the freezer for 5 
minutes. 

Pre-heat a pot of canola oil to 350 
degrees. In a bowl mix potato 
starch, egg yolks, and soy milk 
evenly until a thick paste forms. Dip 
the frozen cakes into the egg batter, 
coating evenly. Roll coated cakes 
into the potato shreds. Fry the 
cakes in pre-heated oil until golden 
brown. 

To plate:  Toss apples in lemon 
juice. Place the fish cakes onto a 
plate with the dressed apples and 
horseradish aioli, garnish with pars-
ley leaves. Yields: 8 portions 

Horseradish Aioli 

3 cloves garlic 
3 large egg yolks   
2 tablespoon lemon Juice (fresh 
Squeezed) 
3 cups of olive oil 
4 tablespoons of horseradish, fresh 
(peeled and shredded) 
kosher salt to taste 
 
Place garlic, egg yolks, and lemon 

juice into the food processer. On 

low speed, very slowly pour in the 

oil with a thin stream. Blend until 

mixture thickens and emulsifies. 

Your aioli should be nice and 

smooth if the aioli is too thick just 

add a couple of tablespoons of 

warm water. Yields: 1 pint 

 

Lemon Almond Floorless Cake 

with Sabayon  

2 lemons  
4 ounces margarine  
4 ounces sugar 
2 eggs  
2 cups almond flour   
½ teaspoon baking powder 
SABAYON 

4 ounces egg yolks 
8 ounces sugar 
8 ounces Baron Herzog Chenin 
Blanc 
For the Cake: Pre-heat oven to 350 

degrees F. Combine almond flour 

and baking powder. Zest the lem-

ons and reserve the juice from one. 

Cream the margarine, lemon zest, 

sugar in the mixer until light and 

fluffy. Then mix in the eggs one at a 

time. 

Fold in the margarine mixture with 

the almond flour mixture and the 

juice of the one reserved lemon. 

Spread cake batter into a parch-

ment lined and greased cake pan. 

Bake for about 40 minutes, or until 

golden brown and cake is springy. 

Let cake cool completely before 

serving. Yields: 8 servings 

For the Sabayon: In a stainless 

steel bowl combine egg yolks, sug-

ar, and wine over a hot water bath 

on medium heat. Whisk continually 

until thick and smooth. Sabayon 

should thick and full of volume. 

Serve sabayon over cake and gar-

nish with favorite fruit. 

 

Citrus Beets with Walnut Brittle 

2 lbs beets (of desired color*) 
1 tablespoon kosher salt 
3 tablespoons oil 
1 pint water 
2 large naval oranges segments 
2 grapefruit segments 
¼ cup of lime juice, fresh squeezed  

¼ cup of lemon juice, fresh 
squeezed 
¼ cup of extra virgin olive oil  
kosher salt to taste 
ground black pepper to taste 
Frisée or Arugula 
 
BRITTLE 

½ cup honey  
½ cup water 
1 cup sugar 
2 cup walnuts 
2 tablespoons margarine   
1 teaspoon vanilla 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
 
Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees. Toss 

beets, salt, and oil together in mix-

ing bowl. Put them in a high sided 

roasting pan and add enough water 

to cover beets half way. Cover 

roasting pan with aluminum foil. 

Bake in oven until fork tender, or 

about 30 to 45 minutes. Allow to 

cool 5 to 10 minutes. Use a clean 

kitchen towel to rub the skin off the 

beets. Cut into wedges. Pour juices 

over the beets as they cool. Refrig-

erate until thoroughly chilled. 

For the Brittle: Boil the honey, water 

and sugar until just before caramel, 

add in the walnuts and stir continu-

ously, until walnuts are toasted and 

sugar has reached caramel stage. 

Carefully stir in margarine, followed 

by vanilla, salt, and baking soda. 

Quickly spread thinly on parchment 

paper and let cool completely. Bake 

into desired size shards. 

Place beet wedges in a medium 

size bowl, add oranges, grapefruit, 

and olive oil, toss to coat and sea-

son with salt and pepper to taste. 

Garnish with walnut brittle and fresh 

greens. 

Wine Suggestions 

California Chenin Blanc; Spanish 

Cava Brut; or White Riesling work 

wonderfully with this dish. 

Wine Suggestions 

French Muscat; Californian Chen-

in Blanc; or an Israeli Gewürztra-

miner provide a nice fruit to part-

ner with this dessert. 

Wine Suggestions 

California Zinfandel,  Italian Chi-

anti, and a Domain du Castel from 

Israel are strong enough to part-

ner nicely with this salad. 
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by Goldy Sandhaus 

by 

Help Yisrael 

go out of 

Egypt and 

take him to 

Mount Sinai. 
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On April 29, Rabbi Brent Spodek will be speak-

ing on Love and Lust in the Jewish Tradition at 

the Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art 

as part of an artistic exploration of the Seven Vir-

tues. 1701 Main St., Peekskill. Phone: 

845.831.2012 x3 or email: ad-

min@beaconhebrewalliance.org. A mazal tov to 

Rabbi Spodek for his a chapter entitled “Heart, 

Head, Hands: Jewish Service Learning from Mo-

ses” in the new volume Experience and Jewish 

Education (http://bit.ly/EandJE). In it, Rabbi 

Spodek explores how the experiences of Moses 

highlight intellectual, emotional and practical 

ways of learning a Jewish approach to justice. 

Book Club to Discuss “Life in a Jar” on April 16th 

Vassar Temple Sisterhood’s Book Club will dis-

cuss “Life in a Jar” by Jack Mayer, based on the 

true story of Irina Sendler, a Polish Catholic so-

cial worker who organized a rescue network of 

fellow social workers to save 2,500 Jewish chil-

dren from certain death in the Warsaw ghetto. 

The meeting will take place on Thursday, April 

16th, at 2:00 P.M., in the Community Room of 

Collegeview Tower, 141 Fulton Avenue, Pough-

keepsie. 

Irina Sendler’s heroism was suppressed by com-

munist Poland and remained virtually unknown 

for 60 years. Unknown, that is, until three high 

school girls from an economically depressed ru-

ral school district in southeast Kansas stumbled 

upon an intriguing reference to Sendler’s res-

cues, which they fashioned into a history project, 

a play they called “Life in a Jar.” Their drama was 

first seen in Kansas and the Midwest, then New 

York, Los Angeles, Montreal, and finally Poland, 

where they elevated Irina Sendler to a national 

hero, championing her legacy of tolerance for all 

people.   

The Irina Sendler Project is not only a Holocaust 

history, but a deeply inspirational story of 

Protestant students from Kansas, each carrying 

her own personal burden, yet determined to 

teach respect and understanding among all peo-

ple, regardless of race, religion, or creed.  

“Life in a Jar” is available in paperback and 

through the local library system. Irma Jacobs will 

lead the discussion to which everyone is wel-

come. To RSVP or get more information, please 

contact Linda Babas at 473-7931, or lin-

da.babas.41@gmail.com.   

Jewish Views on Love and Lust 

The BHA Book Club will be 

meeting April 5th at 

1:30pm to discuss City of 

Thieves by David Benioff. 

(This meeting is at a spe-

cial location.) Please con-

tact Ann Gross at 896-

3945 for additional infor-

mation. Contact: 

rgr5452@aol.com.  

BHA Book Club 

 

Rosh Chodesh Reading 
Group at Congregation 
Shir Chadash  

Those interested in read-

ing have been invited to a 

potluck brunch and discus-

sion held every 

month.  Participants meet 

to discuss memoirs, fiction, 

poetry and drama in a vari-

ety of works that offer Jew-

ish themes and a variety of 

perspectives of inter-

est.  Have a topic sugges-

tion, please let us 

know!  For more infor-

mation, please contact 

Sandy Lash at (845) 227-

3327.  
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Upcoming 92nd Street Y Programs 

The collaboration between the Jewish Federation of Dutchess County and the Poughkeepsie Public Library District continues with the following programs at the Adri-
ance Library in Poughkeepsie. These 92nd Street Y talks have been underwritten by the Norman and Jeannie Greene Fund of the Poughkeepsie Public Library Dis-
trict.  

Wednesday April 15, 7pm  PRE-RECORDED  

Henry Kissinger with Richard Haass 

Henry Kissinger and Richard Haass talk about the history of the modern state, 
how state actors co-exist on the world stage today, how the United States impacts 
today’s world order, and more. Kissinger’s, World Order, analyzes today’s ultimate 
challenge: how to build a shared international order in a world of divergent historic 
perspectives, violent conflict, proliferating technology and ideological extremism.  

 

Thursday May 21, 7pm PRE-RECORDED  

Michael Doran and Warren Kozak - The United States, Iran, and Israel: What 

Next? 

The United States embarked on a historically unprecedented engagement with 
Iran at a moment when the Middle East has never seemed more volatile and un-
predictable. What has it achieved?  

 

Thursday June 18,7pm PRE-RECORDED  

Ambassador Martin Indyk with Roger Cohen: What’s Next for Israel? 

Ambassador Martin S. Indyk, former U.S. special envoy for the Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations shares his inside diplomatic and scholarly perspective on the latest 
news in the Israeli-Arab conflict. He will discuss historic efforts and the future of 
diplomacy in achieving a sustainable peace between Israel, the Palestinians and 
her Arab neighbors. 

 

Did you know… 

Jewish Family Services maintains a loan closet, 

that has a variety of medical equipment for use 

when you need it?  We have wheelchairs, walk-

ers, tub chairs, canes, helpful devices such as 

grabbers, sock aids, personal care items, and 

more. If you need an item, please call to ask if 

we have it, 471-9817 or 471-9811. 

The Israeli Day Parade is an annual 

event held in New York City to cele-

brate the   creation of the State of 

Israel in 1948. The organizers bill the 

parade as the largest meeting of 

people in support of the nation of Is-

rael in the world. 

A typical Celebrate Israel Parade in-

cludes the blowing of shofars to open 

the festivities, followed by colorful 

floats and marching bands, celebri-

ties, politicians, Jewish schools, syn-

agogues, and a variety of other or-

ganizations. Typically, 100,000 peo-

ple strong march up 5th Avenue to 

the delight of some 1 million specta-

tors each year. 

This year, the 51st annual Celebrate 

Israel Parade is scheduled for Sun-

day, May 31, 2015. Along with 

throngs of parade-goers, thousands 

more will attend a mid-afternoon Is-

rael Day music concert in honor of 

the day traditionally located at the 

Central Park Summerstage located 

near 5th Avenue & 72nd Street.  

This year, thanks to a grant from the 

Ann and Abe Effron Fund at the 

Community Foundations of the Hud-

son Valley, the Jewish Federation of 

Dutchess County is able to hire a 

bus for anyone in the Jewish com-

munity who would like to attend.  

To register for the 54 person bus, at 

no cost to you, please contact Patty 

at (845) 471-9811 by April 17 provid-

ing her with your e-mail address so 

we can contact you with the details 

of the trip.  

Should you wish to see a one-minute 

video of the parade, please go to the 

web page listed below. I look forward 

to a great day with many of you. 

See a video about the parade by vis-

iting: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=kCEDJRWkrSI  

New York Celebrate Israel Parade 2015 

Howard Lynne│ President  

for the ASPCA and other area animal 

shelters, and used cell phones, iPods, 

and iPads for troops and returning 

vets. All  donated items can be dropped 

off prior to or the day of Mitzvah Day at 

the HVCC.   

And don't forget to get your car washed 

at our Poughkeepsie HQ and at our 

Rhinebeck site! 

For additional information or to prereg-

ister, please go to 

www.jewishdutchess.org, call Lenora 

Koffman at 845-471-9817, or 

email jfs@jewishdutchess.org. Mitzvah 

Day is organized by Jewish Family Ser-

vices, a division of Jewish Federation of 

Dutchess County, and is underwritten 

by a grant from the Bertha Effron Fund 

of the Community Foundation of 

Dutchess County.  

Additional  sponsorship is provided by 

Arnoff Moving and Storage and Bendon 

Publishing. 

We welcome your involvement and 

hope you sign up to join this community 

event of giving.  

Mitzvah Day, cont. 



April 2015 

www.jewishdutchess.org │9 

Lunch &  Learn for April 

Israeli Film Festival Coming 

The Jewish Federation of Dutchess County is pleased and excited to bring the community another film festival. 

This one will focus on Israeli films or films made by Israelis. As in 2013, our goal is to have films shown around 

the County as a way of community building and reaching out to all Jewish people in the County. The following 

films are confirmed. 

Wednesday, April 22 at 7pm Dancing in Jaffa Vassar Temple   

Renowned ballroom dancer Pierre Dulaine returns to his native Israel and promotes harmony by teaching 
dance to three ethnically mixed groups of children. 

Wednesday, May 13 at 7pm Above and Beyond FDR Wallace Center 

In 1948, just three years after the liberation of Nazi death camps, a group of Jewish American pilots answered 
a call for help. In secret and at great personal risk, they smuggled planes out of the U.S., trained behind the 
Iron Curtain in Czechoslovakia and flew for Israel in its War of Independence. As members of Machal – 
“volunteers from abroad” – this ragtag band of brothers not only turned the tide of the war; they also embarked 
on personal journeys of discovery and renewed Jewish pride. 

Sunday, June 7 The Green Prince Upstate Films (Rhinebeck) 

The son of a founding leader in the Palestinian organization, Hamas, becomes a spy for the Israelis.  

The following films are being scheduled and should be confirmed shortly. 

Sunday, May 17 The Zig-Zag Kid Beacon 

In this spirited and action-packed adventure young Nono, a nearly 13-year old dreamer, longs to be a detective 
like his father, the famous police inspector; but his wild nature constantly gets him into trouble. 

Thursday, May 27 Fill the Void  Millbrook 

After a young Hasidic woman dies in childbirth, her 18-year-old sister (Hadas Yaron) is asked to cancel her up-
coming marriage to a promising young man and marry her widowed brother-in-law. 

Please join us each week at the Hudson Valley 

Community Center, 110 South Grand Avenue, 

Poughkeepsie, NY 845-471-0430. 

11:00 – 11:30am Coffee & Nosh 

11:30 – 12:30pm Program 

12:30  Lunch [followed by Brain Games] 

Cost: $5.00 — Lunch + Program;  

         $2.00 — Coffee & Nosh and/or program only 

Please make lunch reservations as far in advance 

as possible if you are a new or infrequent guest. 

Schedule subject to change and weather conditions. 

To avoid disappointment, please call for updated 

information. 845-471-0430.  

Lunch & Learn is a joint program of the Hudson Val-

ley Community Center, the Jewish Federation of 

Dutchess County, and Jewish Family Services. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2015 

Passover Themes and Customs: Rabbi Chaim Vo-

gel, HVCC Jewish Learning Center  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015 

A Holocaust Remembrance: Regina Samuelson re-

counts her experiences in Nazi-occupied Poland on 

the 70th anniversary of her liberation from the Ber-

gen-Belsen concentration camp 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2015 

Subj: God. Clergy of Different Faiths Discuss Their 

Personal Take on the Divine: Fourth in a series: 

Rev. Heather Moody, First Congregational United 

Church of Christ, and Rev. Walter LeFlore, Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 

Medicaid Primer for Seniors: Using Its Benefits to 

Stay Safe in Your Home: Maureen White, Hamaspik 

Choice, Managed Long Term Care Plan 

Community Yom Ha’Atzmaut  
Celebration  

On Sunday April 26, the Jewish community 
is invited to celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Is-
rael Independence Day from 10am to 2pm. 
Israel will be commemorating its 67

th
 birth-

day and the Jewish Federation of Dutchess 
County in conjunction with our local congre-
gations looks forward to welcoming you to 
this wonderful event. 

The schedule for the day is as follows: 

10:00 - Welcome (Temple Beth El) 

10:00 – 11:00 - Israel on Display (HVCC) 

Shir Chadash’s Religious School 

Sol Silver’s Early Childhood Center school 

Temple Beth El’s Religious School 

Vassar Temple’s Religious School  

10:00 – Noon - Israel on Display (HVCC) 

Israeli Ministry of Tourism 

10:00 – Noon - Vendors selling Israeli 

products (HVCC) 

Israeli Ministry of Tourism 

Temple Beth El Book & Gift Shop 

Vassar Temple Sisterhood Gift Shop 

11:00 – Noon - JFNA Speaker (Temple 

Beth El) 

Israeli Life 

Israeli Collaborations 

Israeli Elections 

America’s Jewish community’s role 

12:30 – 1:30  - Israeli Lunch (Temple 

Beth El) 
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Sundays 

Bagels, Lox and Torah (and Tefillin too!) - Chabad Mid-Hudson Valley, 63 Vassar Rd., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 9am - 
Led by Rabbi Yacov Borenstein. Our Sunday morning minyan will follow a Torah discussion on the coming week's Torah 
portion, upcoming holiday or any topic of Jewish interest. Breakfast at 9:30am.  

Religious School - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 9am - For grades K-7- Vassar Temple 
-  Contact: rsdirector@vassartemple.org , http://school-vassartemple.org  

Religious School - Temple Beth-El, 118 S. Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 9:30am-12:30pm - April 12, 19, 26 - 
Temple Beth-El offers an exciting religious school program for children in Kindergarten through sixth grades.  For additional 
information call Rabbi Miriam Hyman at 454-0570 or email education@tbeny.org.  

Talmud as Literature - Beacon Hebrew Alliance, 331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon, NY 12508 - 10am - This five session class 
will read two Talmudic selections through the eyes of Ruth Calderon, a pioneering Israeli thinker, and now, a member of the 
Israeli parliament. No prior understanding of Talmud is necessary, though a willingness to work through "thick" texts will be 
useful. The class will meet on April 12, 19 and 26. We'll be working from A Bride for One Night: Talmud Tales; participants 
should bring a copy to the first class. To register, visit our website. - Contact: 831-2012 

Chabad Hebrew School - Chabad Mid-Hudson Valley, 63 Vassar Rd., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 10:00am - Chabad He-
brew School offers a revolutionary approach to Jewish learning, with a loving approach that makes the richness of our herit-
age and Jewish life accessible to the contemporary Jewish child, no matter what their affiliation or religious observance - To 
find out more about Chabad's innovative Hebrew School programming, our pre-school class, new pre-Bar-Bat Mitzvah class 
or to receive our packet or register your child, please contact Hindy Borenstein, Director at 463-5801 or e-mail chabadmid-
hudsonvly@prodigy.net. 

April 12 - Jewish War Veterans Schedule April Meeting - The Private Herman Siegel Post 625 of the Jewish War Veter-
ans of the United States will hold a regular monthly meeting on Sunday, April 12. It will be at Congregation Schomre Israel at 
18 Park Avenue in Poughkeepsie. The meeting begins at 9:30am. As Schomre Israel is strictly kosher, no food or drink may 
be brought into the synagogue.  

All persons of the Jewish faith who have served in any branch of the United States armed forces (Active, Reserve, or Nation-
al Guard) are cordially invited to attend and participate in the activities of this JWV Post. If you need a ride or for further infor-
mation, please contact the Post Commander, Robert L. Morrison, at ROBL56@aol.com. 

April 19 - Jews Talking to Jews: Becoming Who You Are - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  
12601 - 7:00pm -  - 9:15am - Everyone's path to the synagogue – the time, location and social/economic/religious conditions 
of their growing up – is dramatically different. An opportunity to share life stories.  

April 26 - The Jewish Idea of Time: An Introduction and Guide to the Celebration of Festivals. - 9:15 am - Learn about 
the religious foundations, liturgy, customs and practices that go into the observance of the major holidays of the Jewish 
year. Sessions will held Sundays 9:15am in conjunction with upcoming Jewish holidays. This month: we will discuss Shavu-
ot. If you have any questions, please call the Temple at 845-454-2570 or email rabbi@vassartemple.org. 
  

Tuesdays 

“I Didn’t Know That” Classes at Schomre Israel - Congregation Schomre Israel, 18 Park Ave., Poughkeepsie - Rabbi 
Langer is presenting a series of classes entitled "I Didn't Know That:  An Excursion in Little Known Torah Tidbits" on Tues-
day mornings at 10:30 in April. Here are the dates and the topics--04/14 - Memory and Yom Hashoah, 04/21 - The Miracle of 
Israel, 04/28 - To Omer or Not to Omer - That is the Question. Everyone is invited to attend. Contact (845) 455-2890 or 
www.schomreisrael.org 

Join a (Broken) Yiddish Class - Hudson Valley Community Center - 110 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 11am - 
Did you know that there is a spoken Yiddish class being held every Tuesday morning at the HVCC? That it's free? There are 
no reservations required? That all you have to do is show up, laugh and shep a lot of naches? That it is totally informal with 
no agenda? That no one gets teased? That it will be like sitting with your bubba and zaidi again? - Contact: Call 471-0430 

The World of the Talmud - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 12pm - Study of selections 
from the Talmud and the lessons they hold for us today.  All welcome! The only requirement is your interest in learning! - 
Contact: rabbi@vassartemple.org 

Audrey Morgenstern Knitting & Crochet Group - Hudson Valley Community Center - 110 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie, 
NY 12603 - 2pm - Meet in the Harding Room at the HVCC. Work on either your own project or one that might help another in 
need. Beginners are welcome.  Co-sponsored by the HVCC and Jewish Family Services. - Contact: Call 471-0430 

Hebrew School - Beacon Hebrew Alliance, 331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon, NY 12508 - 4:30pm - We have classes for kinder-
garten through 7th grade, and our curriculum is based on cultivating students as culturally and spiritually literate Jews.  We 
believe Jewish life is not something that happens exclusively in the synagogue, or in a book or on Shabbat. Judaism informs 
and addresses life in its fullness - prayer and ethics, Torah and nature, Israel and the world as a whole. - Contact: 831-2012 

Ivrit (Hebrew) School - Temple Beth-El, 118 S. Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 4:30pm - Temple Beth-El in 
partnership with Congregation Shir Chadash, offers an exciting Hebrew school program for children in grades 3 – 7 on Tues-
day afternoons. - Contact: For additional information call Rabbi Miriam Hyman at 454.0570 or email education@tbeny.org 
  

Wednesdays 

Wednesday Morning Minyan - Beacon Hebrew Alliance, 331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon, NY 12508 - 8:15am - Contact: 831-
2012 

Discover the World of Prayer - Borenstein home, 36 Pleasant Ridge Dr., Poughkeepsie - 11am - Led by Hindy Borenstein. 
Indulge your mind with thought provoking insights from the weekly Torah portion and other contemporary issues, and your 
body, with a light and healthy lunch.  

Lunch & Learn - Hudson Valley Community Center - 110 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 11:30am - See full 
monthly program listing on page 9 - Contact: Call 471-0430 

Hebrew School - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 4:30pm - Innovative weekly program for 
grade 5 thru bar/bat mitzvah prep. Enrollment  open to nonmembers. - Contact: http://school-vassartemple.org/Hebrew.html  

Gesher Youth Program - Temple Beth-El, 118 S. Grand Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 - 6:30pm - Temple Beth-El and 
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Ritter Family Library Established at BHA 

Please mark your calendars for June 

13, when we will formally dedicate the 

Ritter Library and introduce our new 

machzorim to the community. Mincha 

services will be at 3:30 PM and the 

dedication will be at aproximately 

4:30pm.  

The establishment of the Ritter Family 

Library means that our community will 

be able to update our prayer books as 

needed, properly maintain our Torah 

scrolls, and expand our offerings of 

books and other media. In recognition 

of our community's need and the fact 

that Leo Ritter's yaretzheit is on Rosh 

Hashona, the first acquisition for the 

Ritter Library will be new machzorim 

(High Holiday prayer books). Cantor 

Ellen Gersh and a team of BHA mem-

bers are reviewing options; please be 

in touch with BHA member Linda Ta-

fapolsky with any thoughts about what 

to look for in our new machzorim.  

The Ritter family has established this 

library in memory of Leo Ritter, of 

blessed memory, who passed away 

on September 5, 2013 / 1 Tishrei 

5774. The fourth child of Jacob and 

Sarah Ritter, who emigrated to Ameri-

ca from Hungary, made their way to 

Beacon, NY and among other things, 

helped to found Beacon Hebrew Alli-

ance. From the founding of this com-

munity in 1921 until now, there has 

never been a day when the Ritter fam-

ily was not associated with BHA, and 

we hope there never will be.  

Congregation Shir Chadash offer an exciting teen program for kids in grades 8-12 on Wednesday evenings. - Contact: For additional information call Rabbi Miriam 
Hyman at 454.0570 or email education@tbeny.org 

Teen Program - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 6:30pm - Topics explored this semester: I'm a Jewish American Teenager--Now 
What?  &  Holocaust Studies - Contact: rsdirector@vassartemple.org 

Judaism 101 - Vassar Temple, 140 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601 - 7pm - A twelve-week Introduction to Jewish history, religion and practice. Led 
by Rabbi Golomb and many guest speakers who will impart their own knowledge and experience to the topic at hand.  Participants are encouraged to attend all 
twelve classes, but each class is separate and can be taken individually. Keeping a Jewish Home  Apr. 22; What is Halakhah  Apr. 29; Reform, Orthodox and the 
Movements of Modern Judaism  May 6. For the complete twelve class schedule, visit www.vassartemple.org  
 

 Thursdays 

Rhinebeck Meditation & Torah Study held weekly on Thursday mornings through June.  Led by Rabbi Yael Romer, Meditation beginning at 8:45am fol-
lowed at 9:15am with Weekly Torah Study.  Welcome your day with a Morning Ritual that prepares you to receive the day’s blessings with fullness, center & 
breath.  Exploring our Jewish Traditions, this morning ritual will integrate Meditation, Prayer & Study as part of an alternative morning Practice.  Explore your Jew-
ish Journey with a progressive egalitarian approach & learn about what our Congregation has to offer.  For directions, contact Temple Emanuel’s satellite office in 
Rhinebeck at 845-876-5551.  

Your Book Class at Schomre Israel - 18 Park Avenue, Poughkeepsie, New York 12603 - 7pm - The class entitled "Your Book," will study one of the books of 
the Tanach, the Bible. This class is open to the entire community.  For more details, check the synagogue website or call the office.  

Saturday, April, 25 - Spring Fling Gala - This year for our Annual Spring Fling Gala we are planning on a new location with exquisite cuisine & dancing. And 
there will be entertainment! Cost:  $125 per person.  Come make new friends and enjoy the old ones.  All welcome! Contact details: (845) 227-3327, info@shir-
chadash.org.  or  www.shir-chadash.org. 
 

Fridays 

Friday, April 24 - TBE Congregational Shabbat Dinner - 6pm - Temple Beth-El is 
holding a festive Shabbat dinner.  Reservations required by Tuesday April 21st . For 
additional information contact 454.0570 or info@tbeny.org. TBE Office 454.0570  

Parsha of the Week Class - Schrome Israel - Friday afternoons directly before 
Shabbat services Rabbi Langer will give a class in which he explores some of the 
ideas and topics of the weekly Torah portion - 4/17 at 6:15 PM  Split Hooves; 4/24 at 
6:30 PM  Leprosy. Shabbat services will follow the classes.  Everyone is invited to 
attend these classes and the following service. Contact details: 
www.schomreisrael.org or 454-2890 

Hadassah Donor Event 

The Pough-

keepsie Chapter 

of Hadassah will 

hold its annual 

Donor event on 

Monday even-

ing, May 11, 

2015 at Le Ex-

press Bis-

tro. Rabbi Marvin Tokayer, who 

spent many years in the Far East, 

will share amazing stories of his ex-

periences serving the Jewish com-

munities there.   

Rabbi Tokayer was a US Air Force 

Chaplain stationed in Japan in 

1962.  He returned in 1968 and 

served until 1976 as the only English

-speaking, university-educated rabbi 

for the Jewish communities in the Far 

East. He has published twenty books 

in Japanese on Jewish subjects and 

stories which show the relationship of 

every part of the Far East with 

Jews.  His stories tell some of the 

extraordinary ways Jews contributed 

to the countries of the Far East, and 

how the people of the Far East 

helped the Jews. 

This dinner meeting is open to mem-

ber donors and their guests. Call 

Denise Eisner at 845.471.9373 for 

more information. 

Middle East Expert to Discuss, “The Middle East and Us: How Did it Get So Bad?” 

Steven A. Cook 

is Hasib J. Sab-

bagh Senior Fel-

low for Middle 

Eastern studies 

at the Council on 

Foreign Rela-

tions and is an 

expert on Arab 

and Turkish politics as well as U.S.-

Middle East policy. He will deliver the 

talk, “The Middle East and Us: How 

Did it Get So Bad?” on Tuesday, April 

7, 5:30pm, in the Villard Room of 

Main Building at Vassar. This event, 

which is sponsored by the Office of 

the President, is free and open to the 

public.  

 Cook is the author of The Struggle 

for Egypt: From Nasser to Tahrir 

Square (Oxford University Press, Fall 

2011), which won the Washington 

Institute for Near East Policy's gold 

medal in 2012, a major prize for non-

fiction. Prior to that, he wrote Ruling 

But Not Governing: The Military and 

Political Development in Egypt, Alge-

ria, and Turkey (Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity Press, 2007) and has also 

published widely in foreign policy 

journals, opinion magazines, and 

newspapers. A frequent commentator 

on radio and television, Cook also 

currently writes the blog, "From the 

Potomac to the Euphrates."  

Vassar College strives to make its 

events, performances, and facilities 

accessible to all. Individuals with dis-

abilities requiring special accommo-

dations must contact the Office of 

Campus Activities at least 48 hours in 

advance of an event, Mondays-

Fridays, at (845) 437-5370. Without 

sufficient notice, appropriate space/

and or assistance may not be availa-

ble. For detailed information about 

accessibility to specific campus facili-

ties, search for “campus accessibility 

information” on the Vassar homepage 

(http://www.vassar.edu). 

Sisterhood to Hold Rummage Sale 

Sunday, April 26 is the date of the 

rummage sale at Schomre Israel. It 

will be held from 9:00am to 3:00pm 

with a $5 bag sale beginning from 3-

5:00pm. We are now accepting do-

nations of clean clothing in good con-

dition, housewares, books and toys 

at the synagogue on Wednesday af-

ternoons and Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings. This is a perfect opportuni-

ty to recycle some of those items you 

no longer need or use. For more in-

formation please contact the syna-

gogue office at 845.454.2890 or 

www.schomreisraelorg. 
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Cereal Counts!!! 2015 Culmi-

nates on Mitzvah Day 

Breakfast hunger is real. Breakfast hunger is 

intolerable. This spring, we can work togeth-

er to make breakfast happen this summer.  

Please drop off a box of cereal to the Hudson 

Valley Community Center/Jewish Community 

Center, 110 South Grand Avenue, Pough-

keepsie, anytime between Sunday April 12th 

and Sunday May 3rd (Mitzvah Day). If possi-

ble, please also consider hosting an easy 

"mini-drive" to collect cereal boxes in your of-

fice, business, school, faith organization, with 

your teams and karate clubs and more. Invite 

people to bring in a box of cereal, collect the 

boxes and then - either contact us to pick up 

your "mini-load" or drop it off at the HVCC/

JCC anytime during the drive.  

On Mitzvah Day (May 3rd), County Cereal 

Counts Student Captain Max Samson and his 

team will again count and pack up all of the 

donated cereal boxes to be delivered 

to pantries run by Dutchess Outreach, Zion 

Episcopal Church in Wappingers, the Com-

munity Action Partnership for their pantries in 

Poughkeepsie, Beacon, Red Hook and Dover; 

Hudson River Housing/Hillcrest Shelter; the 

Reach Out Church in Hyde Park; Beulah Bap-

tist Church; the Castle Point Veterans Admin-

istration pantry; St. Paul's Episcopal Church; 

and Interfaith Senior Housing.    

Please contact us with any questions, needs 

for us to schedule time to pick up a mini-load. 

Thanks for joining us  - cereal-

counts123@aol.com or 845-235-2860 

Cereal Counts at Mitzvah Day 2014 

"Save The Date"  

Congregation Shir 
Chadash's Annual Spring Concert  

Saturday, May 30th 
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Purim in Fishkill 

On March 4th, Purim evening, Jews from Fishkill 
and the surrounding towns participated in a festive 
Purim party at Van Wyck Hall in Fishkill. The event, 
organized by Pardess Center for Jewish Life, was 
a first for the area. 

Shir Chadash at Purim Carnival 

Shir Chadash's team at the 
HVCC Purim Carni-
val  (back row L. to R. Rich-
ard Bordowitz, Jane Moore, 
Victor Feit.  Front row L. to 
R. Kathy Walker & Wendy 
Bill). 

Purim Party in Beacon 

The Jewish residents of a 
local Nursing Home in 
Beacon NY enjoyed the 
Purim party with the read-
ing of the Megillah togeth-
er with singing and enjoy-
ing the delicious hamen-
tashen and Kedem's 
Grape Juice. 

JWV Post 625 at FDR Ceremony 

Chief of Staff  Mar-
tin Hochhauser and 
Commander Robert 
L. Morrison of  Jew-
ish War Veterans 
Post 625 place a 
blue and white 
wreath at the 
gravesite of 

FDR during ceremonies to mark the 133rd anniver-
sary of FDR's birth.  The JWV Post welcomes new 
members and meets monthly in Poughkeep-
sie.  For further information, contact Morrison at 
robL56@aol.com. 

Local Purim Miracle! The Snow Nev-

er Showed Up...But the People Did! 

Despite weather predictions, close to 100 people showed 
up to celebrate Purim with the Flavor of Israel - with deli-
cious Israeli food and music with Israeli décor and crafts. 
Children made cards for the soldiers of the IDF thanking 
them for protecting the Jewish People, squeezed fresh 
orange juice, had caricatures done and we all had an 
amazing Martial Arts Krav Maga interactive demonstra-
tion enjoyed by all. The dancing was great! Thanks to all 
who attended and to those who made it possible: Yosef 
Naftali and Chaya Mushka Borenstein for making the 
signs for the various activities, Golda Botnick and Rivka 
Lazarus for coming from Monsey to help and Michael Ben 
Ezra for doing everything and anything that needed to be 
done. For our entertainers, musician Tzvi Rimler, carica-
turist Chris Tucci and Sensai Yuri Milshtein who braved 
weather conditions down south to make it here - thanks to 
you all. We couldn't have done it without community sup-
port and help! May we draw down simcha (joy) for the en-
tire year and may we see miracles today as in the days of 
Purim! 

Hamantaschen at Vassar 

Everyone at Vassar Temple pitched in to 

make hamantaschen to share with seniors, to 

pack up and send to college students, and to 

enjoy after the Purim Spiel. 

Souper Sale Warms Body 

and Soul 

Shown are 
Stan Marcus, 
Chuck Kauf-
man, Dave 
Samson, and 
Gil Seligman, 
who along 
with Perla 

Kaufman and Ralph and Marian 
Schwartz delivered 33 cases of canned 
chunky deluxe soups to area food pantries 
and senior housing projects. The soups were 
purchased with monies raised through Vas-
sar Temple's annual Souper Sale fundraiser 
chaired by Nancy Samson. 

Scenes From the HVCC Purim Carnival 

First Kosher Week Exhibit 

Chabad of Mid Hudson 
Valley hosted its first 
Kosher Week exhibit on 
Sunday March 8 at 
Shoprite in Fishkill, NY. 
Many brochures and 
magazines on the 
meaning of kosher were 
distributed to people 

who also were able to watch a video presentation 
on the meaning of Kosher, and how to keep Kosher. 
Donated samples of Kosher food were distributed to 
many as they came to see the booth. Many expressed 
an interest of keeping Kosher. 

Teens Join for Mitzvah 

Vassar Temple teens in grades 8-12 came together to 
cook and serve at LunchBox, in a  mitzvah project orga-
nized by the Youth Group. 
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