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Stand Up for Justice Educator Grants awarded 
by Jewish Community Relations Council

Our 1st place winner is Cindy St. 
John from Oakridge Middle School, 
where one of Principal Kim Lonergan’s 
teachers has received a top spot for the 
last three years. Mrs. St. John teaches 
8th grade English/Language Arts where 

The Diary of Anne Frank and the Ho-
locaust are on the curriculum. Being a 
Cambridge AICE Global Perspectives 
teacher, allows Mrs. St. John to exam-
ine the Holocaust in greater detail and 
even teach them about other genocides. 
She has taught them about the Japanese 
internment in the U.S. during World War 
II as well. 

Her work is very expansive, but I 
will focus on one series of activities 
involving children who were interned 
for a time at Theresienstadt, the Nazi 
“show camp,” that was particularly 
touching. There were a total of 150,000 
children over time interned there during 
the war; only about 150 survived. Each 
of Mrs. St. John’s students was given 
the name of a child to research on the 
Museum of Tolerance web page. They 

each made a beautiful personalized 
butterfly to represent their child and 
placed it in a large rectangle on the wall. 
Students presented a short biography 
on their child to the class so the child 
would never be forgotten. At the end of 
the bio, they reported what happened to 
the child. If the child died, the butterfly 
was removed from the wall. There were 
very few butterflies left. There were a lot 
of tears in the class. I understand from 
Mrs. Lonergan that those tears spilled 
out into the whole school.

You are able to see all of the Stand 
Up for Justice projects from year 1 to 
the present on the Federation website at 
www.jewishnaples.org. It is worth your 
time to do so.

Cindy St. John
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