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COLLIER EDUCATOR GRANT “STAND UP FOR JUSTICE”

Sponsored by the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Collier County

An annual grant will be made to the educator whose lesson(s) and/or activity(s) is selected as best
meeting the criteria below. The purpose of this grant is to honor Collier County elementary, middle, and
high school educators who strive to counter the prevailing tendency within today’s popular culture for
students to deride or denigrate others based upon difference. The lesson(s) or activity(s) should have as
its major objective the purpose of instilling the positive character trait of “respect for others” in
students. All applicants must have created lessons and/or activities of their own design or have
successfully made adaptations from other programs and should be able to show evidence of a positive
nature as a result of implementation. Successful applicants will be contacted and asked to submit a copy
of the lesson(s) or activity(s) from the current school year, a description of its implementation, and
evidence of its effectiveness. Applicants may include Collier County elementary, middle, and high
school teachers, guidance counselors, school librarians, administrators, psychologists, and media
specialists.  Students, parents, colleagues, and community members are encouraged to nominate an
educator. Self-nominations are also encouraged and accepted.

Applicant’s name: \/ i('l'mr =Y ?o)rm SaN

Applicant’s email: _ =0 {e ray| @ colliex -schoolSe com
Number of years teac‘ung A *]—

Grade or subject taught: _ & L3 Knn \IF)R languaae, Arts
School: _ O Kridae, NMuddle QD oo J

School Address: 499 5 ollier BN I\fao\,e% El. 33417
Phone (daytime): 259.5%%. 4389 Phone (evening): 729 . 768. 0620

On a separate page(s) with the name of the applicant on each page, please briefly:

o Describe the precipitating events that motivated you to initiate these lessons or activities.

Describe the lesson(s) or activity(s); and if adapted from another source please reference.

Explain how the lesson(s) or activity(s) teach students the 1mportance of respecting others no matter
what religious, racial, cultural, or other differences exist.

Explain how it helped them counter bigotry and bullying and prepared them to stand up for justice.

o
If your application is selected as a finalist, you may be asked to provide evidence/proof of
effectiveness such as but not limited to: a questionnaire, interviews, documented anecdotal
conversations and/or observations, and ete.

Please complete the following if you have encouraged someone other than yourself to apply:

Your name: Same.
Your email:
Your address:
Phone (daytime): Phone (evening):
Your relationship to applicant:

Submit the completed form in writing, by email, or video format no later than
February 15,2016 to: Beth Povlow, Educator Grant Coordinator

C/o JCRC, Jewish Federation of Collier County

2500 Vanderbilt Beach Road, Suite #2201, Naples, FL 34109



Collier Educator Grant “Stand up for Justice”

Victoria Peterson
Oakridge Middle School
14975 Collier Blvd.

Naples, Florida 33912

As part of the eighth grade English language arts curriculum, | teach about the Holocaust. Each year, |
search for innovative ways to educate and expose the students to this horrific time in our world’s
history. This is an opportunity for the students to understand the profound effect of intolerance and
propaganda upon individuals and groups of people.

In 2013, | was fortunate to meet Myra Roberts and learn of her beautiful work The Faces of Anne Frank
and her book, Project Tolerance. Following this body of work, Myra created Prelude to the 1940’s, a
series of collages depicting the horrors of the Holocaust. The students and | visited the Holocaust
Museum of Southwest Florida to view these exhibits. I include this information because this exhibit
made such a powerful impression on the students (I have enclosed 4 of the letters as an example) that |
knew that | had to continue with these types of experiences. Last year, | invited Myra to Oakridge to
talk about her works and her passion for exposing the dangers of propaganda and intolerance. Not only
did Myra bring her works but she invited Steen Metz, a Holocaust survivor, and Robert Hilliard who was
instrumental in acquiring assistance for survivors after the war. They all focused on the power of the
individual to stand up for justice and to recognize bigotry and bullying. Myra has committed to
returning again this school year and will be bringing some of her new works from Angels of the
Holocaust and her - yet to be named works - about the Bielski Brothers.

Additionally, | would like to invite Ann Monroe Jacbbs from Washington, D.C. who worked as an image
researcher for Nancy Spielberg on her film, Above and Beyond. She is also currently working on a

project about the Warsaw ghetto.

| would like to be able to compensate Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Jacobs for the time and expense to speak
with the 8™ grade students during March of 2016, and would use any grant money to do so.

The comments from the students about the experience of viewing the exhibit at the Holocaust museum
and about the presentation last year were so thoughtful, sensitive and powerful that | want to provide
our present eighth graders with this opportunity- an opportunity that cannot be duplicated by reading
information from a book.
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