
COLLIER EDUCATOR GRANT “STAND UP FOR JUSTICE” 

Sponsored by the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Greater Naples 

A monetary grant will be made to the educator whose lesson(s) and/or activity(s) is selected as best meeting the criteria below. 
The purpose of this grant is to honor Collier County’s elementary, middle, and high school educators who strive to counter the 
prevailing tendency within today’s popular culture for students to deride or denigrate others based upon difference. The 
lesson(s) or activity(s) should have as its major objective the purpose of instilling the positive character trait of “respect for 
others” in students. All applicants must have created lessons and/or activities of their own design or have successfully made 
adaptations from other programs and show evidence of a positive nature as a result of implementation. All applicants will 
submit a copy of the lesson(s) or activity(s), a description of its implementation, and evidence of its effectiveness. Applicants 
may include Collier County elementary, middle, and high school teachers, guidance counselors, supervisors, school librarians, 
administrators, psychologists, and media specialists. Students, parents, colleagues, and community members are encouraged to 
nominate an educator. Self-nominations are also encouraged and accepted. 

View previous winners and submissions here: https://jewishnaples.org/outreach/educator-award 

Applicant’s name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant’s email: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Number of years teaching: ________________Grade or subject taught:__________________________
School: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
School Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone (daytime): _________________________ Phone (evening): ______________________________
Principal’s name:______________Principal’s email address:____________Principal’s Phone:__________ 

Requirements due by February 11, 2022: 
On a separate page(s) with the name of the applicant on each page (BE SURE TO COMPLETE ALL 

OF THE FOLLOWING): 

• Describe the precipitating events that motivated you to initiate these lessons or activities.

• Describe the lesson(s) or activity(s); and if adapted from another source please reference.

• Explain how the lesson(s) or activity(s) teach students the importance of respecting others no matter

what religious, racial, cultural, or other differences exist.

• Explain how it helped them counter bigotry and bullying and prepared them to stand up for justice.

• Please provide evidence/proof of effectiveness such as but not limited to: a questionnaire, interviews,

documented anecdotal conversations and/or observations, student writings, and etc.

Please complete the following if you have encouraged someone other than yourself to apply: 
Your name: _____________________________  Your email: __________________________ 
Phone (daytime): _________________________ Phone (evening): ______________________ 
Your relationship to this applicant: ________________________________________________ 

Submit the completed form in writing, by email, or video format no later than February 11, 2022, to: 
Beth Povlow, Educator Grant Coordinator, C/o JCRC, Jewish Federation of Greater Naples 

2500 Vanderbilt Beach Road, Suite #2201, Naples, FL 34109 

Lindsey Simmons
simmol@collierschools.com

9 Media Specialist 9-12
Lorenzo Walker Technical High School

3702 Estey Ave., Naples, FL, 34104
(239) 377-4985 (315) 569-0019

Valerie Hernandez hernav1@collierschools.com
(239) 377-3304

https://jewishnaples.org/outreach/educator-award
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Stand Up For Justice Through Our Whole School Reads Program 

 

Precipitating Event 

Lorenzo Walker Technical High School (LWTHS) has worked on developing a culture based on 
belonging and connection among students and staff members. Based on the school’s Panorama 
Student Survey, many students indicated their disconnection with school and results have dropped 
from the previous year. Students responded that while they feel respected in school, they do not feel 
understood. With this shift in results from previous years, this became an opportunity for the Whole 
School Reads program to continue to build relationships and select a book that represents a large 
portion of the student body.  

Lessons and Activities 

The Whole School Reads committee selected We Are Not From Here by Jenny Torres Sanchez. This 
was also selected as a Florida Teen Reads novel for the 2021-2022 school year. It is a poignant novel 
about three desperate teens who escape and survive their journey from Guatemala through the U.S.-
Mexican border. The novel is inspired by true events and reflective of many journeys our students 
and their families have made.  

For the Whole School Reads Program at LWTHS, our focus with teaching and interacting with the 
novel is “your own story.” We started off the year with staff members writing six-word memoirs and 
walked them through the writing process. A few weeks later we passed out the books to staff 
members. With students, we did a kickoff event using the staff six-word memoirs and a personalized 
video and a six-word memoir from the author, Jenny Torres Sanchez. Students then went back to 
their ELA classrooms and created their own.  

Many of the activities are run through English Language Arts classes and shared among teachers. 
Students investigated La Bestia, the treacherous train ride through Mexico. Students have created 
maps of the journey taken and have truly connected with the characters. Many students have told 
their teachers they have discussed the book at home and have ask their family members about their 
journey to arriving in the United States Many of these stories have been shared in classrooms for 
others to hear.  

Students have reflected on their first impressions of the novel, developed personal and outside 
connections, written obituaries for beloved characters, and made comic strips of their favorite parts. 
Students have researched their names and the story behind them. They have looked at the origin of 
their name, the meaning, and reflected on why their names were given. Students have developed 
symbols for their names and reflected on potential stereotypes. Staff members have gone through 
the process as well. These are being submitted and displayed in the lobby.   

We have been in contact with the author, and she is going to be visiting the school on April 13th. We 
are developing plans for sidewalk chalk art for different scenes for the book and a bookmark 
competition. She is going to be doing two assemblies for us and we have partnered with Adult and 
Community Education to have her meet with the young adults in the Adult Basic Education English 
course because many of them have arrived in the United States in similar circumstances to the 
characters in the novel.  
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Teaching Respect for Others 

Through classroom discussions and activities, the theme of “your own story” has allowed students to 
better understand each other and feel like they are more understood in school. Everyone has their 
own story, and it is important to respect each other and how we all got to this place together. The 
characters in the novel are Guatemalan and book explores their treatment in Mexico and in the 
United Stated upon arrival because of their nationality. Students have become deeply connected to 
the characters and have been able to discuss the unfairness they have faced because they escaped a 
desperate situation. This has led to discussions about respect for other human beings, especially in 
difficult circumstances. Everyone’s journey is different, but at the end of the day we are all humans.  

Students have also been focusing on emotional and physical safety. Since this is something that is not 
guaranteed in the books, students have been reflecting on how characters must change and adapt to 
survive and work towards their safety. Students have had conversations about what they would do in 
similar circumstances and how they would adapt. This has built empathy within students because 
they are able to compare their lives to those of struggling characters.  

Countering Bigotry and Bullying 

Our students were able to express their creativity as well as talking about respecting each other by 
participating in activities that build empathy and understanding of others. Students are reading how 
terribly the characters are being treated and are responding in appropriate ways. They hate certain 
characters for how they treat the main characters and have been emotionally distraught over 
character deaths. These deep emotional responses are proof that our students are connecting and 
learning tolerance and understanding of others who are different. 

 

Student Work: 

Student First Impressions and reflections:  
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https://collierschools.instructuremedia.com/embed/1b3d7ae7-a97f-400e-a949-0bcfd1182309 

https://collierschools.instructuremedia.com/embed/e699656e-d31c-4d0a-9fd8-4a9ae6cdc0b6 

 

Student Connections to Text: 

Independently read and annotate pages 112-163 

Self Connection 

Page 120: “I try to sound confident but now that we’re here, now that this is actually happening,  

I’m not too sure of anything.” “Trying to convince him, trying to convince the both of us.” 

This part specifically stands out to me because I find myself relating to Pulga a lot here. I never  

like to be responsible for other people's emotions, especially when I’m not feeling emotionally  

well myself, but I often find some sort of bond with others if we’re both feeling bad. I can calm  

them down, therefore calming myself down, knowing that we can both be at peace if we’re  

worrying about the same thing. (Elaborate more during discussion) I can also relate to Chico on  

certain parts of the text, in places where he needs constant reassurance and is always anxious  

and scared. This appears a lot whenever the three main characters are walking at night or  

talking about their plan on getting to certain shelters or checkpoints (Pages 155, 156, 131). 

Text Connection 

There’s a book called The Strange Library written by Haruki Murakami, it’s a short book, but it’s  

about a kid who goes into a library with the intent to buy a book and get back to his home before  

dinner, but he ends up getting trapped in the libraries basement for weeks because a library  

worker tricked him into leaving the main area of the library. I can’t help but connect it because it  

contains similar themes relating to family and missing home. On pages 113, 115, 119, 123, and  

so many other pages, the characters in We Are Not From Here talk about wanting their family to  

be happy, not wanting them to suffer or worry, wanting to see them again, stuff along those  

lines. In The Strange Library, the main character worries about his mother becoming anxious,  

being sent into depression, her worrying for weeks, etc. The main character tries not to think  

about it, as it makes him feel guilty and upset, just like the main characters in WANFH. They are  

also similar because the characters have such small chances of success while in such  

dangerous situations. In TSL the main character had to memorize every single word in order in  

https://collierschools.instructuremedia.com/embed/1b3d7ae7-a97f-400e-a949-0bcfd1182309
https://collierschools.instructuremedia.com/embed/e699656e-d31c-4d0a-9fd8-4a9ae6cdc0b6
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multiple books to be set free, Pulga has to stay on his feet at all times to get to the right places  

at the perfect times while also making sure his companions are doing well. I can’t help but  

connect them due to the family themes and the difficult solutions to the difficult situations. 

World Connection 

Page 121: “I bite down on a warm, salty piece of pork, wrapped in a piece of soft tortilla. It tastes  

so good that for a moment, everything feels okay.” This quote, when we look at it along with  

family themes in the previous part of the book, we can see a cultural impact that food can bring  

to people. Food is very important to culture, and it reminds many people of home, their family,  

the things they enjoy, and Pulga feeling that way in such an intense situation helps to calm him  

down. Later on in the same paragraph, the text states, “Pequena crunches on some plantain  

chips and for a moment, it almost feels like an adventure. For a moment, my stomach flutters  

with anticipation, I think.” This can not only connect to the cultural impact of food, but it helps to  

show how children can have dreams in even the most intense situations. It’s not just because  

Pulga is a dreamer and has an artist's heart, but it shows a nice global theme of children  

wanting to dream and enjoy themselves no matter what. On page 147, the text states, “I look  

over at Chico playing cards with the little kids who were watching cartoons. They’re laughing as  

he acts like a clown and makes silly faces at them. And even though somebody might get  

irritated because I’m saving his place in line, it’s worth it.” Again, children love to dream, they  

love to do simple things and laugh and enjoy themselves, and in the most intense and  

dangerous situations they still find the opportunity. 
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Character Obituary 
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Visual Quote Designs 
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Student Names: 
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Student Chapter Comic: 
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Student Chapter Comic 
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Student Exemplar Essay on Emotional Physical Safety: 
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