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All 4 bullet points must be completed by the deadline. 
 

 Describe the precipitating events that motivated you to initiate these 
lessons or activities. 
 

 Describe the lessons or activities. If adapted from another source 
please reference.  

 
 Explain how the lessons and/or activities teach students how to counter 

bigotry and bullying, the importance of respecting others no matter 
what religious, racial, cultural or other challenges exist, and prepare 
them to stand up for justice. 

 
 PROVIDE EVIDENCE/PROOF OF EFFECTIVENESS SUCH AS, BUT NOT 

LIMITED TO: QUESTIONNAIRES, INTERVIEWS, DOCUMENTED 
ANECDOTAL CONVERSATIONS, AND STUDENT WRITINGS, VIDEO, ETC.  
 

Describe the precipitating events that motivated you to initiate these lessons or activities. 
Students recognized a need for more inclusive clubs on campus and approached me to sponsor 
clubs that would welcome everyone. I was happy to take on this role. Additionally, when the Chess 
Club sponsor left, I became the sponsor for that club as well. I believe fostering unity in our clubs is 
crucial. I encourage students to work together to improve our campus community by promoting 
inclusivity, mental health, and anti-bullying awareness through collaborative art projects. I 
facilitate conversations and welcome students to join the Alliance Club, Arts and Crafts Club, and 
the Chess Club in the Naples High School library. 
 
Describe the lessons, and/or activities, and if adapted from another source, please reference. 
My sponsorship of the three clubs focuses on several key aspects. Primarily, I emphasize kindness 
and respect as we work towards common goals in each club. I also guide students on how to 
create kind and inclusive classrooms by encouraging them to speak up when necessary. During 
chess club, I provide support and teach respect, kindness, empathy, and sportsmanship. I 
reinforce anti-bullying messages in all clubs by highlighting the importance of valuing diverse 
opinions. To foster a sense of belonging and peer mentorship, I encourage collaboration, 
meaningful conversations, and the creation of artwork to beautify our campus and promote a 
sense of community at Naples High School. 
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Explain how lessons and/or activities teach students how to counter bigotry and bullying, the 
importance of respecting others no matter what religious, racial, or cultural, or other 
challenges exist, and prepare them to stand up for justice. 
In the Alliance Club, we use real-life scenarios to spark discussions and problem-solving, helping 
students develop strategies for promoting inclusivity. Through these conversations, we encourage 
positive communication and intercultural dialogue. Students also engage in intercultural dialogue 
through collaborative art projects, chess matches, and discussions. Our recent bulletin board 
project, created by the Art Club, showcased a powerful message of belonging through student 
artwork. Through these club activities, students learn to respect their peers, stand up for what is 
right, and advocate for justice in their daily lives. They do this through conversations, art projects, 
and peer mentorship. 
Thank you. 
Liddy Sexton, Media Specialist, NHS 
 Julie Holt Hayford, Media Assistant, NHS 
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January 22, 2025 

To: Grant Committee of Stand Up for Justice Grant, Jewish Community Relations Council of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Naples 

From: Laura Pacter, ESE Teacher, Naples High School 

Re: Nomination of Liddy Sexton, Media Specialist, Educator, and Julie Hayford, Media 
Assistant at Naples High School Library for the Stand Up for Justice Grant 

Dear Grant Committee, 

I am honored to nominate Liddy Sexton, Media Specialist, and Julie Holt Hayford, Media 
Assistant at Naples High School for the Stand Up for Justice Grant for 2025. They created a 
library at Naples High School, which is inviting, warm, and welcoming to all students from 
all walks of life every day, and they teach respect for diversity, and they counter bigotry by 

what is right. They also host three clubs in the library, which include students with diverse 
backgrounds, which are the Arts and Crafts Club, the Alliance Club, and the Chess Club. 

Furthermore, this creative learning space they developed at the Naples High School Library 
shares a common vision, of love, inclusivity, and standing up for justice, as it is carefully 
decorated with inspirational posters, learning puzzle tables for students to gather and solve 
puzzles together, and they are always ready to lend inspiration and ingenuity to students 
looking for assistance in 
everything from essays, to participating in clubs on campus, such as the Chess Club, 
Alliance Club, and the Arts and Crafts Club. 

Both Ms. Sexton and Ms. Holt Hayford built a kind and supportive space at the library, 
which include titles presenting historical and pictorial perspectives of the Civil Rights 
Movement in America, and other  titles, which encourage bravery for 
people to stand up for what is right in our society. Ms. Sexton and Ms. Holt Hayford inspire 
and include all of our students, including students with disabilities, and students who are 
mastering of reading books in the English language with the many books, technology, and 
creative centers they developed for our students. 

Students who are active in their library, 
campus but 

who are serving in the military in the past few years. Ms. Holt Hayford created hundreds of 
handmade cards with her students in the Arts and Crafts Club for active military veterans 
serving during the holidays to bring them joy and peacefulness as they were away from 
their families for the holiday season. 



In the Chess Club and the Alliance Club, also hosted at the Naples High School Library, 
students feel included, and are welcomed in with kindness, and are encouraged to have 
respectfulness with each other through facilitated discussions, and students are also 
guided though coaching chess processes as Ms. Holt Hayford can be seen helping players 
improve their game of chess at the library with students. 

Also, Ms. Sexton often hosts professional development for educators at Naples High 
School to help educators fully develop research skills needed to examine and express 
learning theories within the curriculum of Naples High School to help students understand 
the importance of standing up for justice in their daily lives. 

Thank you for your kindness, and consideration of this letter of recommendation, and if you 
have any further questions, please contact me at: pactel@collierschools.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Pacter 

ESE Teacher 

Naples High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























































