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Welcome to the 2019-2020 Greater Naples 
Jewish Book Festival!
The Jewish Book Festival Committee is pleased to present 22 amazing authors 
in 12 exciting programs from November 2019 through March 2020.

From history to mystery, humor to satire, and food to fiction, the Jewish 
Book Festival’s exceptional author lineup has something to offer all book lovers.

Set sail with us on Tuesday, November 5 at our cruise-themed Opening 
Event with Elyssa Friedland, author of The Floating Feldmans. Enjoy a preview 
presentation of the 2019-20 festival with ticket and book giveaways, a photo 
station, island music, Book Cover Bingo, light bites, drinks and more.

Similar to last season’s festival, some events will go beyond book talks. 
Don’t miss these cultural highlights:
�� An evening of comedy with three very funny guys: Dave Barry, Adam 

Mansbach and Alan Zweibel. They’ll talk about their new book, A Field 
Guide to the Jewish People.

�� Photos and clips will enhance “Arts & Culture: Film & TV” night with the 
authors of Cinema Judaica and Renegade Women in Film & TV.

�� Bob Mankoff, Cartoon Editor for The New Yorker for 20 years, has assembled 
his favorite Jewish cartoons into his new book, Have I Got a Cartoon for 
You! You’ll laugh out loud at the cartoons he’ll present on the big screens 
at Temple Shalom.

�� Enjoy a luncheon program with Alana Newhouse, author of The 100 Most 
Jewish Foods – A Highly Debatable List.

�� We close the festival with a multimedia and musical presentation about 
Salvador Dali, the Marx Brothers and the strangest movie never made with 
the author of Giraffes on Horseback Salad.
For the first time, the Evy Lipp People of the Book Cultural Event will 

be part of the Jewish Book Festival. Author Lori Gottlieb will share her book,  
A Therapist, Her Therapist, and Our Lives Revealed, which is in development 
for a television series.

We are honored to work on this incredible festival with the devoted members 
of the Jewish Book Festival Committee, Federation Program Director Reneé 
Bialek and our more than 100 outstanding volunteers who help to ensure that 
every aspect of every program runs smoothly.

The book festival, which has become the Greater Naples Jewish community’s 
most-talked-about program, would not be possible without the support of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Naples and its leadership, including Jeffrey Feld 
and Jane Schiff. Special thanks to our Patrons, whose generosity and commit-
ment to the festival are a testament to our amazing community. And we couldn’t 
produce such an extensive festival without our financial and in-kind Sponsors. 
Covering a broad range of companies and organizations from both the Jewish 
and the Greater Naples community, their support is greatly appreciated. 

We invite you to join us at this season’s Jewish Book Festival as we cele-
brate and enjoy a wide array of amazing authors, talents, characters and stories! 
Thank you for your support!
Ted Epstein, Coordinator
Phil Jason, Robin Mintz and Susan Pittelman, Co-Chairs
Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival

Scenes from last season’s festival

Evening Events

Afternoon Events

Luncheon Event

Events are color-coded. Evening events have the date in 
a blue box and are featured at the front of this brochure, 
following the Opening Event. The luncheon has its date 
in a red box, followed by the five afternoon events with 
dates in a green box. The ticket order form lists events in 
the order they appear in this brochure.



Set Sail for the 2019-20 Greater Naples  
Jewish Book Festival

Opening Event: Tuesday, November 5  
7:00 - 9:30 p.m. at the Hilton Naples

Elyssa Friedland • The Floating Feldmans
Sink or swim. Or at least that’s what Annette Feldman tells herself when she 
books a cruise for her entire family. It’s been over a decade since the Feldman 
clan has spent more than 24 hours under the same roof, but Annette is deter-
mined to celebrate her 70th birthday the right way. Just this once they are going 
to behave like an actual family. Too bad her kids didn’t get the memo. 

Between the troublesome family secrets, old sibling rivalries and her teen-
age grandkids, Annette’s birthday vacation is looking more and more like the 
perfect storm. Adrift together on the open seas, the Feldmans will each face 
the truths they’ve been ignoring – and learn that the people they once thought 
most likely to sink them are actually the ones who help them stay afloat.

$30 in advance • $40 at the door • includes light bites and one drink

Send your best cruise photos to be shown on screens  
in the Hilton ballroom from 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.  

The top five will win prizes.
Send 1-3 photos to Ted Epstein at fedstar18@gmail.com 

with “cruise photos” in the subject line.  
Include your name(s) in the body of the email.  

Winners must be present.

This cruise-themed event includes:
Cruise ship atmosphere with photo station and island music
Preview presentation of all 2019-20 Jewish Book Festival events  
with ticket and book giveaways
Book Cover Bingo with prizes
Light bites and drinks
Free valet parking at the Hilton “port”
Dress in cruisewear or casual Naples resort wear
Scenes from the book will be acted out during Elyssa’s presentation

Elyssa Friedland is the author of The Floating 
Feldmans, The Intermission and Love and Miss 
Communication. She has written for The Wash-
ington Post, Bustle, POPSUGAR, Real Simple, 
McSweeney’s and more. She is a graduate of 

Yale University and Columbia Law School. Elyssa lives in 
New York City with her family. She has survived a cruise and 
many family trips. 

Sponsored by Preferred Travel and Casual Connection



An Evening of Comedy with Dave Barry,  
Adam Mansbach and Alan Zweibel
7:00 - 9:00 pm • Hilton Naples

$45 in advance • $55 at the door  
includes light bites and one drink

Why do random Jewish holidays keep springing 
up unexpectedly? Why are yarmulkes round? Who 
was the first Jewish comedian? These baffling ques-
tions and many more are answered by the comedic 
powerhouse trio of Dave Barry, Adam Mansbach 
and Alan Zweibel. In A Field Guide to the Jewish 
People, the authors dissect every holiday, rite of 
passage and tradition. They unravel a long and 
complicated history, and 
tackle the tough questions 
that have been plaguing 
the long-suffering Jew-
ish people everywhere for 
centuries. So gather round 
your chosen ones, pop open 
a bottle of Manischewitz, 
and get ready to laugh as 
you finally begin to under-
stand the inner-workings of 
Judaism.

Dave Barry Adam Mansbach Alan Zweibel

Dave Barry is a Pulitzer Prize-winning humor writer and bestsell-
ing author whose work has appeared in hundreds of newspapers.
Adam Mansbach is the #1 New York Times bestselling author of 
Go the F**k to Sleep and You Have to F*****g Eat, as well as 
the California Book Award-winning novel The End of the Jews. 
Alan Zweibel is an original Saturday Night Live writer and has 
won five Emmy awards for his work in television for The Late 
Show with David Letterman and Curb Your Enthusiasm.
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$36 in advance • $45 at the door • includes light bites and one drink

Two Fun Presentations on Americana
7:00 - 9:30 pm • Hilton Naples

Step right up and discover the rich anecdotal history of amusement parks, from 
Coney Island to Disneyland, from Chicago’s Riverview to Tivoli Gardens, 
and many more. Beginning nine centuries ago with the “pleasure gardens” of 
Europe and England, and ending with the most spectacular playgrounds in the 
world, The Amusement Park tells the stories of these parks. Silverman describes 
the colorful characters who built the parks as well as the gifted artisans and 
craftspeople who brought them to life. The Amusement Park captures it all.
Stephen Silverman is the author of 13 books. His work has appeared in a  
variety of publications, including Newsweek, The New York Times, Smithsonian 
and Vogue. A 20-year veteran of Time Inc., Stephen has taught at the Columbia 
University Graduate School of Journalism.

Stephen Silverman • The Amusement Park

Sponsored by TheatreZone

For better or worse, America is synonymous with fast food, and in Drive-Thru 
Dreams, Adam Chandler expounds on America’s romance with it. The food 
has been addictive; the operations of the major players have been questionable. 
Chandler reveals the industry’s history through heartfelt anecdotes and fascinat-
ing trivia, as well as interviews with fans, executives and workers. Beginning 
with its White Castle beginnings in Wichita, Kansas, in 1921, Chandler tells an 
intimate and contemporary story of America through its beloved roadside fare. 
Adam Chandler is a former staff writer at Tablet and The Atlantic. His work 
has appeared in numerous publications, including The New York Times, The 
Wall Street Journal, New York magazine and The Jerusalem Post. 

Adam Chandler • Drive-Thru Dreams

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
www.theatre.zone

 
888-966-3352 x1

13275 Livingston Road, Naples, FL

On the Community School of Naples campus

 

 
 Live

Professional

Theatre!

January 9-19, 2020

Leonard Bernstein’s Tony 

Award-winning musical!

April 16-26, 2020

Cy Coleman’s hysterical satire 

of the 1970’s sexual revolution!

February 6-16, 2020

Florida premiere of this comedic 

original musical!

December 13-15, 2019

A TheatreZone original holiday 

extravaganza of season favorites!

One of Broadway’s all-time 

hits, starring Becca McCoy!

Evening performances on Thursdays 

through Sundays plus weekend matinees.

NEW! 
All evening 

shows at 

7:30 p.m.

Watch for Dates!

March 5-15, 2020

February 18, 2020
February 20, 2020

C O N C E R T  S E R I E S

January 14, 2020

2019-2020
Our 15th Season!



Support the book festival and become a Patron today!  
See the Patron Benefits page in the back of this brochure.

A special “thank you” to our 2019-2020 Patrons*

Platinum

Gold

Silver

*As of September 12, 2019 – Updated lists will be published in several issues of the Federation Star. 

Stacey & Frank Baum
Karen Deutsch

Madeline & Norman Foster
Judith Finer Freedman & 

Jeremy Freedman
Marilyn & Barry Goldenberg

Diane Hahn

Phyllis Barolsky
Joan Becker

Gayle Chizzik
Terri David

Jan Goldman
Susie Goldsmith

Sherry Greenfield
Linda Grusin

Susan & Michael Horowitz
Wendy Israelite

Joan Jacobs

Sheila & Howard Agranat
Belle Agronin

Marcy Aizenshtat
Harvey Becker

Lea Bendes
Rosalyn Bernstein

Ellie & Morris Binder
Rosalee Bogo

Patti Boochever
Rhonda & Steve Brazina

Cipora Brown
Peggy Brown

Barb & Tom Carlstrom
Jacqueline Chizever

Myra Cristall
Sue Dean

Gayle Dorio
Barbara Druckman
David Epstein &  

Geraldine Feldman
Wendy & Art Epstein

Debra & Steven Feingold
Maureen & David Feinstein

David Feldman & Ruth Simon
Marilyn Fishbone

Eloyse Fisher
Louise & Spencer Forman

Myra Friedman
Susan Garelick

Nancy & Darryl Garfinkel
Priscilla Gerber

Beth Gilman
Annette Goldenberg

Judith Goldstein
Helene Gordon
Carole Greene

Lenore Greenstein
Elaine Griver
Ronna Hain

Susan Hammerman
Lee Henson

Carol & Burton Hirsch
Judy Isserlis
Nancy Kahn
Bobbie Katz
Janyce Katz

Carolyn Kimmel 
Susan Kimmelman

Bernie Lashinsky & Iris Shur
Lisa Lauber
Carla Lebin

Barbara Lefkowitz
Arlene Levin
Hilda Levine
Leda Lubin

Paula & Rob Maisel
Ida & Jeff Margolis

Marci Margolis
Shelley & Steve McCloskey

Victoria Miller
Judi Palay

Amy Perwien
Irene & Donald Pomerantz

Sue Reiver
Susan Ritter

Luba Rotsztain
JoEllen Rubenstein

Joan & Marc Saperstein
Avra Schwab

Nancy Kaplan
Carol Kimmel

Deborah Kohler
Toby Kosloff

Gracia Kuller
Debbie Laites

Dana Lefkowitz
Anna Levin

Arlene Litow
Dorothy Litt

Susan & Michael London
Iris & Steven Podolsky

Rosie Hyman
Phil Jason

Merrylee Kandel
Ellen Katz

Robin Mintz
Susan Pittelman

Estelle & Stuart Price

Ellaine Rosen
Judy & Samuel A. Roth

Jane Schiff
Arlene & Donald Shapiro

Fritzi Thorner
Barbara Winthrop

Ellen Wollman

Susan Rabin
Mae Riefberg
Susan Schaffer
Arlene Sobol

Susan Sokolov
Marilyn & Jim Storch

Phyllis Strome
Deborah Waranch

Joan Werhane
Judy Zahn

Debbie Zvibleman

Betty & Les Schwartz
Diane Schwartz

Marsha & Paul Selinger
Millie Sernovitz

Dina Shein
Mark Shiffman & Allison Tucker

Arlene Shlesinger
Rosalie Slansky

Elaine Soffer
Tracey Sosnik

Irene Thompson
Heidi Thorner

Fahn & Denny Tishkoff
Ann Varsano

Linda Wainick
Linda Wertheim
Goldie Wetcher
Nancy Wiadro
Lynn Wilner

Janis & Martin Wolfson 
Eugene Wolfson  &  
Barbara Paganelli

Joni Zalasky
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Arts & Culture: Film & TV
7:00 - 9:30 pm • Hilton Naples

Renegade Women in Film & TV blends stunning illustrations, fascinating 
biographical profiles, and exclusive interviews with icons like Barbra Strei-
sand, Rita Moreno and Sigourney Weaver to celebrate the accomplishments 
of 50 extraordinary women throughout the history of entertainment. Each 
profile highlights the groundbreaking accomplishments and essential work 
of pioneers from the big and small screens, offering little-known facts about 
household names (Lucille Ball, Oprah Winfrey, Nora Ephron). 
Elizabeth Weitzman is a journalist, film critic and the author of more than 
two dozen books for children and young adults. She currently covers movies 
for The Wrap, and was a critic for the New York Daily News for 15 years.

Elizabeth Weitzman • Renegade Women in Film & TV

The stunning sequel to Cinema Judaica: The War Years, 1939-1949, this 
book is illustrated with more than 400 four-color, high-definition images 
of Jewish heroines, heroes and history (biblical, Holocaust and Israel’s 
founding). Images are taken from the breathtaking movie poster art of the 
post-war cycle of spectacular epic films.
Ken Sutak is the author of the two Cinema Judaica books, producer of the 
two HUC-JIR museum exhibits of same name, donor of the Cinema Judaica 
Collection located at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, author or co- 
author of several law books and environmental reports, and also a practicing 
employment discrimination litigator based in New York City.

Ken Sutak • Cinema Judaica – The Epic Cycle, 1950-1972

Sponsored by  
Jewish National Fund

$36 in advance • $45 at the door • includes light bites and one drink
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Evy Lipp  
PEOPLE OF THE BOOK  
Cultural Event

Lori Gottlieb is a psychotherapist and New York 
Times bestselling author who writes The Atlan-
tic’s weekly “Dear Therapist” advice column. She 
also writes for The New York Times, and appears 
as a frequent expert on relationships, parenting 
and hot-button mental health topics in media such 
as The Today Show, Good Morning America, CBS 
This Morning, CNN and NPR. Her book Maybe 
You Should Talk to Someone is in development 
for a television series at ABC. Learn more at  
LoriGottlieb.com.

Lori Gottlieb • Maybe You Should Talk to Someone
7:30 - 9:00 pm • Temple Shalom

Now included in  
the Greater Naples  

Jewish Book Festival

This hilarious, thought-provoking and surprising new book – from a New York 
Times bestselling author, psychotherapist and national advice columnist – takes 
us behind the scenes of a therapist’s world, where her patients are looking for 
answers (and so is she). One day, Lori Gottlieb is a therapist who helps patients 
in her Los Angeles practice. The next, a crisis causes her world to come crashing 
down. As Gottlieb explores the inner chambers of her patients’ lives, she finds 
that the questions they are struggling with are the very ones she is asking. With 
startling wisdom and humor,  Gottlieb invites us into her world as both clinician 
and patient – examining the truths and fictions we tell ourselves and others as we 
teeter on the tightrope between love and desire, meaning and mortality, guilt and 
redemption, terror and courage, hope and change. The book is a boldly revealing 
portrait of what it means to be human, and a disarmingly funny and illuminating 
account of our own mysterious lives and our power to transform them.

$18 in advance • $25 at the door
Jewish Book Festival Patrons receive a copy of Lori’s book

Sponsored by TheatreZone  
and Vineyards Country Club



A conversation with Lori Gottlieb,  
author of Maybe You Should Talk to Someone

This is a very unusual book in that we go behind the scenes 
and see not just you with your patients, but you as a 
patient with your own therapist. Most therapists keep 

their personal lives very private, so what made you decide to 
include your own story?

One of the themes of the book is that our stories form the core 
of our lives and give them deeper meaning. Sharing these stories 
is essentially about one person saying to another: This is who I am. 
Can you understand me? As a therapist, I hear stories all day, and 
I’ve come to realize that no matter people’s circumstances, we’re 
far more alike than we are different. We all struggle with the daily 
problems of living – nobody is immune. As Joseph Campbell put 
it: “Life is a wonderful, wonderful opera, except that it hurts.”

So while I could have hidden behind a veil of professionalism, 
I felt it would be disingenuous to share my patients’ stories without 
sharing my own. I didn’t want to portray myself as an expert from 
up on high, but as a person just like everyone else. I say in the 
book that despite my degrees and years of training, my greatest 
credential is that I’m a card-carrying member of the human race. 
In my view, the most important job requirement for being a good 
therapist is to be first and foremost a human being. So that’s where 
I start the book – with my own humanity. 

The book begins with a personal crisis and you don’t seem 
to hold back. Yet you’re also an accomplished clinician. Were 
you afraid of how you might come off? 

On some level, yes, of course – it’s scary to be that exposed. 
Our patients don’t see our vulnerabilities and I think sometimes 
they imagine that we don’t struggle in the ways they do. But there’s 
a distinction between therapy and a book about therapy – which 
is to say, a book about how we heal. I’m very real in the room 
with my patients but there the focus is always on them. Here, I’m 
pulling back the curtain and saying, “Hey, come this way – let’s go 
backstage.” So in this context, I’m willing to let my freak flag fly!

I was surprised to see that there’s so much more to a ther-
apist’s world than two people in a room. We see you bantering 
with your colleagues in the office’s kitchen, discussing your  
cases (and how you really feel about them) with fellow therapists 
in your weekly “happy hour” consultation group, we peer in 
on your family life at home as a parent and your interactions 
with your own parents and your friends, and we even follow 
you to your haircut appointments. Of course, we’re also flies 
on the wall while you work with your patients. How did you 
choose the patients for this book? 

I deliberately chose people who seemed very different from one 
another on the surface in terms of gender, life stage, background, 
and the issues that brought them into therapy, not just because that’s 
what makes my work so interesting, but also because I wanted 
readers to see how these people’s struggles overlap. Essentially, 
they (and I) are all grappling with what eminent psychiatrist Irvin 
Yalom calls our “ultimate concerns:” death, isolation, freedom and 
meaninglessness. And in that sense, this book is about all of us. At 
first glance, you may not look like any of these patients, but you’ll 
certainly recognize aspects of yourself in all of them. 

Another reason I chose these patients is that one of the greatest 
lessons I’ve learned as a therapist is that there’s no hierarchy of 
pain. Suffering shouldn’t be ranked. When I first started seeing 
Julie, the young newlywed with breast cancer, I imagined that it 

would be hard going from hearing about her CT scans and tumors 
to listening to “So, I think the babysitter is stealing from me” 
and “Why do I always have to initiate sex?” But those problems 
mattered too: betrayal by the person who’d been trusted to watch 
your child; feelings of shame and emptiness when rejected by your 
spouse. Underneath the details these people were asking the same 
questions Julie was: How do I feel safe in a world of uncertainty? 
How do I connect under these circumstances? 

Often people keep their pain inside because they worry it’s not 
“big” enough, and we have a mental health crisis in the country 
partly because people don’t feel comfortable talking about their 
pain so they act it out in dangerous ways. I want to give people 
permission to pay attention to their inner lives. Our emotional 
health determines the quality of our lives as individuals and also 
the quality of the society we live in. 

Your sessions with Wendell are so raw and moving and yet 
so many times you go from something terribly sad to laugh-
out-loud hilarious. What was it like being a patient to another 
therapist? 

When a friend of mine, another therapist, suggested that I 
see someone, she said, “You need to find a place where you’re 
not being a therapist. You need to go someplace where you can 
completely fall apart.”

And I did fall apart, but it was also hard to take off my therapist’s 
hat. I didn’t want to become the equivalent of the backseat driver 
thinking, If this were my patient, I would have done it this way. It 

To schedule a tour call:
Ashley Fritz, Catering Director

239-353-1500
www.vineyardscountryclubnaples.com

Celebrate your special day with your family
at Vineyards Country Club!

Make your celebration truly memorable



wasn’t easy to let go of that voice in my head. But at the same time, 
being a therapist didn’t prevent me from responding to Wendell in 
the ways that patients respond to me. I’d get frustrated with him. 
I resented being charged for a cancellation when I was sick (even 
though I have the same cancellation policy). I didn’t always tell him 
everything I should have, and I unwittingly (or sometimes wittingly) 
distorted what he said. I even Google-stalked him and then when I 
was talking in session about my own aging father, I edited myself 
because of what I’d discovered online about his father. I was so 
consumed with shame about what I’d done that I pretended not to 
know what I’d learned, and it took months before I fessed up. If the 
job of being a therapist is hard, the job of seeing a therapist is dou-
bly so. Being in the patient’s seat gave me even more compassion  
and admiration for my own patients. 

Seeing Wendell also highlighted the fact that no two therapists 
are alike. His style was so different from mine – at one point he 
literally kicked me! – but there were also times when something 
he said worked so well for me that I’d leave his office and say the 
same thing verbatim to a patient in my office an hour later, as if 
Wendell were my Cyrano. It felt like magic – most of the time. 
Only once did it completely bomb. 

You also write the weekly “Dear Therapist” column for 
The Atlantic. How is being an advice columnist related to what 
you do as a therapist? 

In both the column and my therapy practice, I try to bring 
people’s attention to the things they aren’t seeing, rather than 
simply telling them what to do. Taped up in my office is the word 
ultracrepidarianism, which means “the habit of giving opinions and 
advice on matters outside of one’s knowledge or competence.” It’s 
a reminder that I can help people sort out what they want to do, but 
I can’t make their life choices for them.

This is especially true because in both the column and therapy 
there’s always missing information in the dilemma that people 
present. I’m aware that the person made a choice about what to 
leave in, what to leave out, and how to frame the situation in the 
way they want me to hear it. And yet in the book, you’ll see me in 
Wendell’s office doing just that: gunning for him to support a par-
ticular choice, to take my side, and even to make my decisions so 
that I don’t have to take responsibility for them if things go badly. 
Once he said, “I only know what I would do. I don’t know what 
you should do,” and instead of absorbing his meaning, I replied, 
“Okay, then, just tell me – what would you do?” 

Of course, the differences are that with the column I have one 
letter to work with, and with therapy I have more context and time 
for the story to evolve. But in both cases, I believe that the most 
powerful truths are the ones we arrive at ourselves, so I try to nudge 
people in a direction that will help them arrive at those truths. Just 
like Wendell did for me.

Everyone in the book changes so much from beginning to 
end, but you write too about why we resist change even if it’s 
good for us. What makes it so hard, and how much change can 
we realistically expect from therapy? 

The problem with change is that it’s scary to give something 
up – even something negative or problematic – without knowing 
what you’ll get in its place. We can’t have change without loss, 
which is why so often people say they want change but then stay 
exactly the same. It’s why people often need to do the same thing 
over and over a seemingly ridiculous number of times before they’re 
ready to change – and so in the book you see my patients (and me) 
go through this maddening process. “Insight is the booby prize of 
therapy” is a tenet in the field – you can have all the insight in the 
world, but unless you make changes, you’ll remain stuck. 

Therapy helps people change largely because we grow in 
connection with others, in the I-thou relationship that’s often lost 
in our fast-paced, technology-driven culture. But there’s no magic  
bullet. 

Even so, the payoff is life-changing. Most people change by 
becoming more aware of their patterns and getting out of their own 
ways. And it’s never too late. As Rita, the 70-year-old patient in the 
book who’s full of regret shows us, tremendous change is possible 
at any age. Ultimately, therapy is about taking responsibility for 
our own lives. We can change our circumstances. 

There’s a saying that time is the coin of our lives – spend it 
well. I hope that this book helps people to figure out how to spend 
their coin well.
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A conversation with Josh Frank,  
author of Giraffes on Horseback Salad

Giraffes on Horseback Salad is one of the few officially 
sanctioned Marx Brothers projects that has ever been 
released, and it includes a short essay from Harpo’s 

son Bill Marx. How did the Marx family help bring this book 
to fruition? 

Josh Frank: Over the last 20 years, only three projects have been 
licensed by the Marx Brothers, including Giraffes on Horseback 
Salad! The only reason this book exists is because of the support and 
encouragement of Marx Brothers biographer and estate manager 
Robert Bader, and Harpo’s son Bill Marx. Both saw this book as 
a worthy addition to the Marx Brothers canon. 

Until you unearthed the film treatment for Giraffes on 
Horseback Salad, it was long considered one of the greatest 
unmade movies. How did you track it down? 

This once-lost-to-history film has generated a lot of internet 
speculation, but it was supported by zero source material. I began 
my research with the internet, and even though it is a vast and 
unending archive, my search resulted in only a single short para-
graph describing the movie. So I went to the closest source, the 
Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation, and though they didn’t have the 
film treatment, they knew who did: the Centre Pompidou in Paris! 
The Foundation told me there wasn’t much available on this part 
of Dalí’s career, but it turned out that the Centre Pompidou had the 
actual handwritten screenplay. When I started my quest, I never 
anticipated unearthing 100 pages of material! The whole experience 
felt like a modern-age Indiana Jones adventure. 

The story of finding this film treatment and the history be-
hind the film is, in itself, enough to fill a book. What motivated 
you to transform the film treatment into a graphic novel? 

Since I was a kid, I’ve been a Marx Brothers fan, so I can say 
with authority: It is the dream of every Marx Brothers fan to see a 
new movie in which they star. Unearthing Dalí’s screenplay made 
it possible to realize that dream. And through the process of bring-
ing this movie to life, I also was able to better understand Dalí’s 
motivations for wanting to make this movie. The movie itself is 
very much about Dalí, and it reveals an important moment in his 
life, an intimate struggle that makes him so much more human and 
vulnerable than he is usually portrayed.

As a lifelong Marx Brothers fan, did you learn anything 
new or unexpected about your favorite performers? 

Discovering that Harpo painted was an epiphany and breath-
taking. To have loved him my whole life and not to have known 
how important a whole other art form was to him was incredible. 

With Dalí, to discover that even an artist of his fame and 
magnitude struggled with insecurities and fears, like the rest of us 
do, made me feel so much more passion for his work and his life.

As far as the Marx Brothers overall, I have been amazed to see 
how many of today’s musicians, comedians and actors still credit 
them for that first spark which lit the fire that made them all who 
they are today. Not many people who were famous in their heyday 
of 1937 can say the same, and not just because they’re dead. (Cue 
comic snare and bass drum hit.) 

People may be surprised to learn that Harpo Marx and 
Salvador Dalí were friends. Can you share how these two men 
formed such a bond? 

Dalí was a Marx Brothers fan for many years before they met. 
He was particularly drawn to Harpo because he felt Harpo repre-
sented Surrealism in its truest human form. As I noted, it was a 
huge surprise to me to discover that Harpo was secretly a practicing 
painter. This made him all the more honored and intrigued to be 
appreciated by a world-renowned artist like Dalí. When the two 
were together, it was clear to bystanders that they enjoyed each 
other’s company because they both embodied Surrealism in their 
own ways. They shared a similar worldview that they could com-
municate without speaking, and thus shared a very special bond. 

In the film treatment for Giraffes on Horseback Salad, Dalí 
left notes about where “Marx Brothers antics” would ensue, 
but no specifics. How did you go about adding these gags and 
one-liners? 

I knew I had to fill in the gaps, and I would not presume to be 
in any way as funny as the Marx Brothers. So I turned to my friend 
and Pixie’s frontman Black Francis and his wife Violet, because 
they’re friends with a lot of comedians, and they connected me 
with comedian and comedy writer Tim Heidecker of the comedy 
duo Tim and Eric. Heidecker’s comedy is surreal and a perfect fit 
for a legendary project like this. Although he isn’t a lifelong Marx 
Brothers fan, the project is so different and outside the box that it 
appealed to him. I am grateful for the time he gave to help bring 
this book into the world. 

Manuela Pertega’s illustrations are incredibly vivid and 
reminiscent of Dalí’s work. How did the two of you come to 
work together? 

I had a great pitch proposal, I had the approvals of the estates, 

Temple Shalom is proud to partner 
with the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Naples in supporting, sustaining and 

caring for our Jewish community 
now and for future generations.

We look forward to welcoming you 
to Temple Shalom for four 

Book Festival events.

Temple Shalom • 4630 Pine Ridge Rd • Naples, FL 34119
239-455-3030 • info@naplestemple.org 
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Salvador Dali, the Marx Brothers  
and the Strangest Movie Never Made –  
a multimedia and musical presentation
Josh Frank • Giraffes on Horseback Salad
7:30 - 9:30 pm • Temple Shalom

Giraffes on Horseback Salad was a Marx Brothers film, written by modern art icon  
Salvador Dali  who had befriended Harpo. Rejected by MGM, the script was thought lost 
forever. But author Josh Frank found it and, with comedian 
Tim Heidecker and Spanish comics creator Manuela Pertega, 
he has recreated the film as a graphic novel in all its gorgeous, 
full-color, cinematic, surreal glory. It is the story of two 
unlikely friends – a Jewish superstar film icon and Spanish 
painter – and the movie that could have been. 
Josh Frank is a writer, producer, director and composer. He’s 
the author of Fool the World: The Oral History of a Band 
Called Pixies and In Heaven Everything Is Fine; and co- 
author of the illustrated novel The Good Inn. Frank has worked 
with some of the most interesting and innovative musicians,  
filmmakers, producers and artists in the industry. He has in-
terviewed over 200 of America’s most notable names in entertainment for his books and 
screenplays. Giraffes on Horseback Salad is his fourth book and second illustrated novel.

$25 in advance • $35 at the door • includes beverages and light snacks
but I had no illustrator and didn’t know where to start. I Googled 
“hire an illustrator” and the website Behance.net popped up. It’s 
a site where artists can showcase their work. The options were 
endless and there were artists from all over the world. Since Dalí 
was from Spain, I searched for artists in that country; 50 were 
available. I looked through all of them, and there was Manuela. I 
didn’t need to look any further. It’s pretty amazing that despite an 
ocean between us, we were able to create an entire book together. 
Our working relationship is so strong that we’re currently working 
on another project. 

As a surrealist, Salvador Dalí is known for odd and striking 
images. What are some visual hallmarks of his art, and how 
did you ensure that they were included in the graphic novel?

We didn’t want to be too on the nose, but it was important to 
include his hallmarks. They are the juxtapositions, the perspectives, 
the mise-en-scènes, the beauty mixed with the grotesque and, of 
course, lots of melting things. And seeing that Manuela’s style 
is incredibly reminiscent of Dalí’s, she was able to create lots of 
Easter eggs for Marx and Dalí fans alike. 

Marilyn Manson, Jerry Seinfeld and many other contem-
porary creatives have been influenced by Salvador Dalí and the 
Marx Brothers. Why do you think their work has had such a 
lasting impression? 

Manson collects Dalí. Alice Cooper was buddies with Groucho. 
Comedians like Mel Brooks, Jerry Seinfeld and Bill Hader all 
worshiped the brothers when they were kids. Dalí and the Marx 
Brothers are both the essence of what they do. They are the golden 
standard in their respective fields, and no one has come close to 
capturing the same magic. So to Dalí’s and the Marx Brothers’ 
famous fans, they are the reason they do what they do.

Transferring 
Wealth & Wisdom from 

Generation to Generation

www.wga-law.com
239-435-1533

Leaders in Estate Planning since 1989

Sponsored by Men’s Cultural Alliance, Temple Shalom 
and Wollman Gehrke & Associates, P.A.
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Festival Luncheon – All about Jewish Foods
Alana Newhouse • The 100 Most Jewish Foods
11:30 am - 2:00 pm • Hilton Naples

$40 • includes luncheon • No tickets sold after Monday, November 25

To paraphrase an old cliché, put any two Jews together and you’ll have three opinions 
about Jewish food. Ask them to name the most Jewish Food and the list turns highly 
debatable – exactly the best way to describe The 100 Most Jewish Foods, edited by 
Alana Newhouse of Tablet magazine. Informative, unexpected, passionate, quirky and 
rich with layers of tradition and history, like an edible timeline tracing the diaspora, it’s 
a book that celebrates the one unwavering constant of Jewish 
life: Food. The book is not about the most popular Jewish 
foods, or the tastiest, or even the most enduring. It’s a list of 
the most significant foods, culturally and historically, to the 
Jewish people, explored deeply with essays, recipes, stories and 
context. The recipes are global and represent all contingencies 
of the Jewish experience. Contributors include Ruth Reichl, 
Joan Nathan, Michael Solomonov, Dan Barber, Gail Simmons, 
Yotam Ottolenghi, Maira Kalman, Shalom Auslander, Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer and Phil Rosenthal among many others.
Alana Newhouse is the founder and editor in chief of Tablet, a 
daily online magazine of Jewish news, ideas and culture. A graduate of Barnard College 
and Columbia’s Graduate School of Journalism, Newhouse has contributed to The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, The Boston Globe and Slate.

The Women’s Cultural Alliance is an affinity group of the Jewish Federation of Greater Naples and  
is run entirely by volunteers. We are non-partisan, non-sectarian and welcome women of all faiths.

Congratulations to the Jewish Book Festival Committee for  
offering a great array of books by outstanding authors.

The Women’s Cultural Alliance (WCA) is proud to be  
a sponsor of the Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival.

WCA is an independent volunteer organization of women 

whose purpose is to enable women who share similar interests 

to participate in cultural, educational and social events.

Formed in September 2008, WCA is celebrating its  

11th season of outstanding programming.

W C  A

All events at the Hilton Naples include complimentary valet parking.



The 5 multi-author events (with dates in 
green banners) on the next six pages are 

$18 in advance and $25 at the door. Order 
your tickets early as events may sell out.
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Two Thrilling Novels
1:00 - 3:30 pm • Naples Conf. Ctr.

Former Congressman and author Steve Israel takes you behind the scenes of the 
gun debate in Washington in this “pleasingly wicked” indictment of the state 
of American politics. Mayor Michael Rodriguez starts a national campaign to 
ban handguns from America’s cities. Otis Cogsworth, the wealthy chairman 
and CEO of Cogsworth International Arms, and lobbyist Sunny McCarthy con- 
vince an Arkansas congressman to introduce federal legislation mandating that 
every American must own a firearm. Events soon escalate and Washington pol-
iticians are caught between a mighty gun lobby and the absurdity of requiring 
every American to carry a gun. What ensues is both discomfiting and hilarious.
Steve Israel left Capitol Hill – unindicted and undefeated – to pursue a career 
as a writer. He currently heads the Cornell University Institute of Politics and 
Global Affairs.

Steve Israel • Big Guns

Andrew Gross’s latest novel is set in a 1939 New York City teeming with 
Nazi supporters. Charles Mossman, reeling from the loss of his job and the 
demise of his marriage, takes a swing at a Nazi sympathizer, and a torrent of 
unintended consequences follows. As the threat of war grows, fears of a “fifth 
column” – German spies embedded into everyday life – are everywhere. After 
Pearl Harbor is attacked, the Nazi spy conspiracy turns into a deadly threat 
with Charles’ daughter as an innocent pawn. Based on the true story of the 
Duquesne Spy Ring, Gross delivers a tense, stirring thriller. 
Andrew Gross is an internationally bestselling author of nine novels. He is 
also coauthor of five #1 New York Times bestsellers with James Patterson. His 
books have been translated into more than 25 languages.

Andrew Gross • The Fifth Column

Sponsored by Beth Tikvah 
and John R. Wood Properties

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  



Q&A with Marra B. Gad, author of The Color of Love

Why did you decide to write this memoir now, at this 
point in your life? 
I have always been very private about my life. Part of 

that was because people had not seemed comfortable, willing or 
interested in discussing what I acknowledge are sensitive, delicate 
and deeply personal things around my personal story. So I stopped 
trying to tell it. I believe that there is currently a window to discuss 
issues of identity, race and religion that is far wider open than it 
ever has been... and that now there is a space to share my story. 
I hope this story can be a part of the long-overdue larger cultural 
conversation about acceptance for all, and the ways intolerance, 
racism and hatred affect others. 

We live in a time when racism, hatred, anti-Semitism and 
intolerance are on full display – from the verbal abuse on social 
media to the violence at play all over the world. We need to talk 
more about the impact of these things on all fronts. 

If now is not the time to share a story like mine, I don’t know 
when is. 

You have an extensive background in film and television 
production. How has your experience with visual storytelling 
informed your approach to narrative writing? 

I feel really grateful to have worked with writers – first as 
an actress and now as a producer – for a very long time before 
I became one myself. From a storytelling perspective, I like to 
think that my background in TV and film helped me to under-
stand the importance of painting pictures with words. Practically, 
I think that my professional background helped me to understand  
how best to engage with my editor and manage the process for  
myself, and that, while the story and the writing are mine, it does 
take a team to make a book come to life. And I am thankful for 
my team. 

When your Great-Aunt Nette was diagnosed with Alzhei-
mer’s, you stepped in to care for her when no one else would 
– even though she had been unkind to you. What did this  
experience of caretaking teach you about second chances? 

In many ways, it felt more like a first chance than a second 
chance. The Alzheimer’s quite literally turned Nette into someone 
I had never met... and who had never met me. In that light, it really 
was a strange sort of new meeting rather than a second chance. That 
said, I do find myself grateful that I was open to experiencing her 
at all given our history. I would say that an open heart and mind 
are absolutely necessary if one is to consider a second chance. Or a 
do-over. Or, really, even when meeting someone for the first time.

Your book deals with so many painful experiences. Were 
there any parts that were particularly challenging to revisit? 

The chapter about my father’s death and funeral was excru-
ciatingly painful for me to write. I am blessed with an extremely 
detailed and vivid memory, but that meant that I relived that time 
with each word that I typed. I cannot bear to read that chapter. To 
this day, that remains one of the most searingly painful times of 
my life. 

It was also difficult to be so open about the times when I al-
lowed myself to be made less – whether it was related to my dating 
life or related to Nette. I speak openly in my book about times in 
my life when I lessened myself, and to write it and then read it is 
difficult. But it’s too important not to share. 

In the book, you talk about being a “mixed-race, Jewish 
unicorn.” What advice would you give to other young “uni-
corns” who may be struggling with their identities? 

First, I would want to tell my young unicorn friends in every 
corner of the world that they are gorgeous and perfect exactly as 
they are. That it is their uniqueness that makes them beautiful, and 
that, while at times it feels like we are alone, we are not. There are 
kindred spirits everywhere. We just have to find ours.

I would also encourage my young friends not to keep their 
pain to themselves. I kept mine to myself for far too long, and it 
did not make matters better. Find someone that you trust and that 
you know sees you, and tell them what you are feeling. Ask for 
support when you need it. 

To be a unicorn is a great gift and there is magic in it, but even 
magical beings need support. 

What do you hope readers will take away from The Color 
of Love? 

It is my deepest hope that people will come away from it con-
sidering that love is always an option, especially when it might seem 
easier to choose the opposite of love or when others are choosing 
the opposite of love. The choice is always ours, and love is always, 
always, always an option. 

What’s next for you? 
We are excited about turning the book into a film and are cur-

rently entertaining offers for that. I have a feature film and three 
television shows currently in development, and I’m really looking 
forward to writing another book. I’m debating between a children’s 
book and a novel. Perhaps both! Being a writer is definitely my 
newest frontier, and I’m looking forward to exploring everywhere 
that might take me.

Proud sponsor of the
Greater Naples

Jewish Book Festival

WA R M  •  R E F O R M  •  A F F O R D A B L E  •  A D U LT

Our weekly Shabbat services are held at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Naples

239-431-3858 • www.naplesjewishcongregation.org

NAPLES JEWISH CONGREGATION

	  The Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadassah  
warmly welcomes you to the  

2019-20 Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival
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Jewish Journeys
1:00 - 3:30 pm • Naples Jewish Congregation

How does a woman who grew up in southern Indiana as a fundamentalist 
Christian end up a practicing Jew in New York? Attempting to understand the 
church’s strict tenets and its Doomsday philosophy, Angela went to Israel when 
she was 19 to study at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Instead of strengthening 
her faith, she is introduced to a new world with different people and different 
perspectives. Eventually, she finds her own form of salvation in a mikvah on 
Manhattan’s Upper West Side. Angela tells her story with warmth, humor, and 
a multitude of religious and philosophical insights. 
Angela Himsel is a New York-based freelance writer. Her work has appeared 
in The New York Times, The Jewish Week, The Forward and Lilith. Her  
column “Angetevka” on Zeek.net has won two American Jewish Press Asso-
ciation Awards.

Angela Himsel • A River Could Be a Tree

Sponsored by Naples Jewish Congregation

The Color of Love is an unforgettable debut memoir about a mixed-race Jewish 
woman who, after 15 years of estrangement from her racist and abusive Great 
Aunt Nette, chose to become her caregiver after Nette developed Alzheimer’s. 
The disease slowly erased Nette’s prejudices, at last allowing Marra to develop 
a relationship with the woman who had shunned her in her youth. This is a 
story ripe with themes of identity, racism, family politics and more. Both heart 
wrenching and heart warming, it is an honest and personal narrative from a 
voice that needs to be heard.
Marra Gad was born in New York and raised in Chicago. She holds an ad-
vanced degree in modern Jewish history from Baltimore Hebrew University. 
Gad is an independent film and television producer.

Marra B. Gad • The Color of Love
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Historical Fiction
1:00 - 3:30 pm • Temple Shalom

Praised for her signature ability to breathe life into the narratives of history’s 
most compelling women, Melanie Benjamin presents an enthralling, rich and 
rewarding novel based on the story of the extraordinary life of Blanche Auzello, 
a Jewish-American woman who forged papers to create a new life for herself 
abroad. Auzello secretly worked for the Resistance, all while playing hostess to 
the invading Germans at the legendary Ritz in Paris. Benjamin weaves in a host 
of historical figures – including Coco Chanel, alleged to be a Nazi sympathizer, 
and Ernest Hemingway – creating an engaging group of supporting characters. 
Melanie Benjamin is a New York Times bestselling author, whose books include 
The Girls in the Picture, The Swans of Fifth Avenue, The Aviator’s Wife, The 
Autobiography of Mrs. Tom Thumb and Alice I Have Been. 

Melanie Benjamin • Mistress of the Ritz

Set against the backdrop of World War II and inspired by true events, The 
Lost Girls of Paris weaves the stories of three brave women and is centered 
on a ring of female spies on a daring mission in France. Filled with intrigue 
and adventure, love and betrayal, the novel is a perfect blend of rich historical 
detail and a gripping, emotional narrative.
Pam Jenoff is the author of several novels, including New York Times bestseller 
The Orphan’s Tale. She holds a bachelor’s degree in International Affairs from 
George Washington University and a master’s degree in History from Cam-
bridge, and received her Juris Doctor from the University of Pennsylvania. 
Jenoff’s novels are inspired by her experiences working at the Pentagon and also 
as a diplomat for the State Department handling Holocaust issues in Poland.

Pam Jenoff • The Lost Girls of Paris

Sponsored by Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadassah, 
Holocaust Museum & Cohen Education Center,  
John R. Wood Properties and   
Women’s Cultural Alliance



Enjoy cartoons such as these at the February 26 event with Bob MankoffBook Sales
Most of the festival books are available at the 

Barnes & Noble store at the Waterside Shops. Books 
will also be available for purchase and signing at 

each author’s event. Books make great gifts!

Pick up a free festival bookmark  
at Barnes & Noble or the Federation office.

  
  
 
The Men’s Cultural Alliance (MCA) is an affinity 
group of the male members of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Naples (JFGN), whose 
purpose is to create friendship and camaraderie 
among its members by attending and 
participating in social, intellectual, sporting & 
athletic activities.  
  
Now in its 7th year of existence, over 700 men 
have joined the group and participate in a wide 
array of activities ranging from monthly luncheon 
meetings to recreational sporting activities, to 
study and educational groups. 
WWW.MCANAPLES.COM 

 
2019 – 2020 Programs  

  
▪ Luncheon Meetings  
▪ Monthly Speaker Series  
▪ Documentary Film Series  
▪ Tours and Trips  
▪ Fun and Games  
▪ Food and Drink  
▪ Arts and Entertainment  
▪ Sports and Leisure  

▪ Learn and Discuss  

▪ Volunteerism  

  



Jewish Life and Identity
1:00 - 3:30 pm • Temple Shalom

The New Jewish Encyclopedia is an entertaining and thor-
oughly modern introduction to Judaism written by the hosts 
of Tablet magazine’s popular Unorthodox podcast. The 
book is an encyclopedia of short entries and, like contempo-
rary Judaism itself, features an array of divergent voices, all 
amusing and well informed and none in perfect agreement. 
Stephanie Butnick is the deputy editor of Tablet and has 
written for The New York Times and The Wall Street Jour-
nal. Mark Oppenheimer is the former Beliefs columnist 
for The New York Times and author of The Bar Mitzvah 
Crasher: Road-tripping Through Jewish America.

Stephanie Butnick & Mark Oppenheimer 
The Newish Jewish Encyclopedia

Cartoonist and author Bob Mankoff has devoted his life to discovering 
just what makes us laugh. Mankoff has assembled his favorite Jewish 
cartoons into his new book, Have I Got a Cartoon for You! Mankoff shows 
how his Jewish heritage helped him to become a successful cartoonist, 
examines the place of cartoons in the vibrant history of Jewish humor, 
and plumbs Jewish thought, wisdom and “schtik” for humorous insights. 
Bob Mankoff is the Cartoon and Humor Editor for Esquire and previ-
ously was the Cartoon Editor for The New Yorker for 20 years. He has 
published over 950 cartoons in The New Yorker. In 2014, he published 
his New York Times bestselling memoir How About Never – Is Never 
Good For You?: My Life In Cartoons. 

Bob Mankoff • Have I Got a Cartoon for You!

(239) 261-1177 
(800) 523-3716 

www.preferrednaples.com 

SunTrust Building at Pelican Bay 
801 Laurel Oak Drive • Suite 300 
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Sisterhood
Temple Shalom

Strengthening our temple, our community and each other

Temple Shalom Sisterhood is proud to be 

a sponsor of the Jewish Book Festival.  

Thank you to the Festival for bringing 

an outstanding lineup of authors 

to our community.

We look forward to seeing you at the 

four Book Festival events being held at 

Temple Shalom and invite you to stop in 

our lovely Judaica Shop.

Sisterhood of Temple Shalom
4630 Pine Ridge Road • Naples, FL 34119

239-455-3030 • naplestemple.org/one-family/sisterhood

Sponsored by Alison Craig Home Furnishings,  
Temple Shalom Men’s Club, Temple Shalom Sisterhood 
and Vi at Bentley Village
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Holocaust-themed Non-fiction
1:00 - 3:30 pm • Jewish Cong. of Marco Island

To uncover the fate of the thousands being interred at a mysterious Nazi camp 
on the border of the Reich, a 39-year-old Polish resistance fighter, Witold Pilec-
ki, volunteered for an audacious mission: assume a fake identity, get captured 
and sent to the camp, and then report back to the underground. Gathering 
information was not his only task. He was to execute an attack from inside. 
The name of the camp was Auschwitz. The Volunteer, the true story of a Polish 
resistance fighter, is an unflinching portrayal of survival, revenge and betrayal. 
Jack Fairweather has been a correspondent for The Washington Post and The 
Daily Telegraph, where he was the paper’s Baghdad and Persian Gulf bureau 
chief. His reporting during the Iraq invasion won him the British Press Award 
(the British equivalent to the Pulitzer Prize).

Death March Escape describes 18-year-old Dave Hersch’s year in Mauthausen 
Concentration Camp, his two escapes, and his son Jack’s thrilling journey to 
Mauthausen decades later. After a year slaving in Mauthausen’s granite mine, 
Dave was put on a death march. Weighing 80 lbs. and suffering from several 
diseases, he found the strength to escape, but was quickly recaptured and sent 
back to Mauthausen. Put on another death march, he escaped again. As Jack 
retraces his father’s footsteps, the places he slaved in and those he escaped, he 
learns much more about his father’s remarkable survival, and also about himself.
Jack Hersch is an expert on troubled companies, and a strategic advisor to 
investment institutions and corporate managements. He has guest-lectured in 
many business schools including MIT, USC and UC Berkeley.

Jack Fairweather • The Volunteer

Jack Hersch • Death March Escape

Rabbi’s Life Long Learning Series • Saul I. Stern Cultural Series
Sidney R. Hoffman Jewish Film Festival • JCMI Book Club

Rabbi Mark Gross
Cantorial Soloist Hari Jacobsen
Member of the Union for Reform Judaism
Services Friday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
Seasonal: Saturday Talmud-Torah at 9:30 a.m.
and Shachrit at 10:30 a.m.

The Jewish Congregation of Marco Island
991 Winterberry Drive • Marco Island, FL  34145

239-642-0800
www.marcojcmi.com

Sponsored by Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen 
Education Center and 
Jewish Congregation  
of Marco Island

Proud to be a sponsor of the 
Jewish Book Festival and its
exceptional programming!

For more information about the Men’s Club of Temple Shalom,
please contact Ed Cohen at  edcohenpt@gmail.com

& 
Cohen Education Center

Voted
2019
“Best
Museum-
Collier
County”

NEW LOCATION NOW OPEN!
975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd., Suite 108 Naples, FL 34110

 
For Museum hours and events,

visit our website
HolocaustMuseumSWFL.org

or
call 239-263-9200.



Jewish Book Festival 
Committee

Patti Boochever
Steve Brazina
Gayle Dorio

Judith Finer Freedman
Susie Goldsmith
Carole Greene

Lenore Greenstein
Lee Henson

Coordinator: Ted Epstein
Co-Chairs:  

Phil Jason, Robin Mintz, Susan Pittelman

Venues
Hilton Naples: 5111 Tamiami Trail N., Naples
Jewish Congregation of Marco Island: 991 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island
Naples Conference Center: 1455 Pine Ridge Road, Naples
Naples Jewish Congregation: 6340 Napa Woods Way, Naples
Temple Shalom: 4630 Pine Ridge Road, Naples

Festival Website & Email
Visit the official Festival website at www.jewishbookfestival.org for more infor-
mation on the authors and their books, event updates and a printable order form. 
Have questions that have not been answered in this brochure? Send an email to 
fedstar18@gmail.com or call the Federation office at 239.263.4205.

Tickets ARE Transferable
Consider purchasing a Patron Festival Package. Even if you can’t make it to all 
12 events, you can gift your tickets to friends, colleagues and family members.

Multi-Author Events
For the events with more than one author, due to travel arrangements, the order in 
which they present will be decided a few days prior to their event. If you’d like to 
know the order, please email fedstar18@gmail.com or call 239.263.4205.

All authors appearing at the 2019-20  
Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival are members 

of the Jewish Book Council Network.

Carol Hirsch
Bobbie Katz
Ellen Katz

Ida Margolis
Irene Pomerantz

Dina Shein
Iris Shur

Elaine Soffer

All events at the Hilton Naples include complimentary valet parking.

The Women’s Cultural Alliance 

is an affinity group of the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Naples and  

is run entirely by volunteers.  

We are non-partisan, non-sectarian 

and welcome women of all faiths.

WOMEN’S
CULTURAL
ALLIANCE

WCA is proud to  

be a Sponsor of the  

2019-2020 Greater Naples 

Jewish Book Festival.

John R. Wood Properties
is a proud sponsor of

the 2019-2020
Greater Naples

Jewish Book Festival



TI
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S Patron Benefits

•�Physical tickets will not be issued. Simply check in at each event.

•�You will receive an email reminder about a week prior to each event.

•�No refunds unless entire event (both authors for multi-author 
events) is canceled and not rescheduled. 

•� If an author cancels (weather, illness, etc.) we will attempt to  
reschedule the author in late March or April. Your original 
reservation will be good for the rescheduled event.

•� If you cannot attend an event, you can give your ticket to a friend.  
To make the change, please call the Federation office  
at 239.263.4205 or email rbialek@jewishnaples.org.

•�Open seating at all events. Platinum and Gold Patrons, and 
Sponsors/VIPs will have reserved seats.

•�Event payments are NOT tax deductible. 

•� If a venue, start time or author needs to be changed, all ticket 
buyers will be notified via email.

Tickets to all 12 events (a $320 value)
Copy of Lori Gottlieb’s book
FastPass & separate check-in
Recognition in Federation Star
Reserved VIP seating
Reserved seating area
Free book voucher(s)
Patron event with an author TBA
Extra luncheon event ticket for guest

ü ü ü
ü ü ü
ü ü ü
ü ü ü
ü

ü
2 1

üü
ü

Patron Benefits:
 Platinum        Gold           Silver
     $500              $360           $225

Jewish Book Festival Patron Levels and Benefits

2019-2020 Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival



Check the events you will be attending for easy reference:

 � Tue, November 5 @ 7:00pm - HN  Elyssa Friedland

 � Mon, November 11 @ 1:00pm - NCC Andrew Gross & Steve Israel

 � Mon, December 2 @ 11:30am - HN Alana Newhouse

 � Mon, December 9 @ 7:00pm - HN Barry, Mansbach & Zweibel

 � Thu, December 19 @ 7:00pm - HN Adam Chandler & Stephen Silverman

 � Wed, January 8 @ 1:00pm - TS Melanie Benjamin & Pam Jenoff

 � Mon, January 13 @ 1:00pm - NJC Marra B. Gad & Angela Himsel

 � Tue, January 28 @ 7:00pm - HN Ken Sutak & Elizabeth Weitzman

 � Wed, February 5 @ 7:30pm - TS Lori Gottlieb 

 � Wed, February 26 @ 1:00pm - TS Bob Mankoff & Butnick/Oppenheimer

 � Wed, March 4 @ 1:00pm - JCMI Jack Fairweather & Jack Hersch

 � Wed, March 11 @ 7:30pm - TS Josh Frank

Event location legend: HN: Hilton Naples      JCMI: Jewish Cong. of Marco Island      NCC: Naples Conference Center
               NJC: Naples Jewish Congregation     TS: Temple Shalom 

The Fine Print:Schedule of Events:

Clip and save – important festival information on both sides



Ticket Order Form

Evening Events:
Tuesday, November 5 @ 7:00pm - HN  Opening Event w/ Elyssa Friedland  $30 x ___ = $_____    ($40 at the door)

Monday, December 9 @ 7:00pm - HN Dave Barry, Adam Mansbach, Alan Zweibel $45 x ___ = $_____    ($55 at the door)

Thursday, December 19 @ 7:00pm - HN Adam Chandler & Stephen Silverman  $36 x ___ = $_____    ($45 at the door)

Tuesday, January 28 @ 7:00pm - HN Ken Sutak & Elizabeth Weitzman  $36 x ___ = $_____    ($45 at the door)

Wednesday, February 5 @ 7:30pm - TS Lori Gottlieb (People of the Book Event) $18 x ___ = $_____    ($25 at the door)

Wednesday, March 11 @ 7:30pm - TS Closing Event w/ Josh Frank   $25 x ___ = $_____    ($35 at the door)

YES! I’d love to attend and support the 2019-20 Jewish Book Festival! 

I am purchasing the tickets indicated above for a total of $_______.

 Check enclosed  (payable to Jewish Federation of Greater Naples)

 Please charge my:    MC     Visa     Discover     American Express

Card #____________________________________ Exp. ____/____ CVV#_______

Name (please print): __________________________________  Zip: __________ 

Phone: _____________________ Email: _________________________________

Book Festival Patron: Tickets to all 12 events       

 �Platinum $500 x  ___ = total $_____
 �Gold     $360 x  ___ = total $_____
 �Silver  $225 x  ___ = total $_____

Monday, December 2 @ 11:30am  Luncheon w/ Alana Newhouse
Please indicate choice of entree:   chicken    salmon    vegetarian
Please indicate choice of dessert:   pastry    fruit

Jewish Book Festival Ticket Order Form

            Charge by phone:  
            239.263.4205
Please fill out form prior to calling.

            In person at the Federation 
office. Please fill out form in advance.

            Mail this order form to: 
Jewish Federation of Greater Naples 
2500 Vanderbilt Beach Rd., Ste. 2201 
Naples, FL 34109

3 ways to order your tickets:
1

2

3

Afternoon Events:
Monday, November 11 @ 1:00pm - NCC Andrew Gross & Steve Israel   $18 x ___ = $_____    ($25 at the door)

Wednesday, January 8 @ 1:00pm - TS Melanie Benjamin & Pam Jenoff   $18 x ___ = $_____                     “

Monday, January 13 @ 1:00pm - NJC Marra B. Gad & Angela Himsel   $18 x ___ = $_____                     “

Wednesday, February 26 @ 1:00pm - TS Bob Mankoff & Butnick/Oppenheimer $18 x ___ = $_____                     “

Wednesday, March 4 @ 1:00pm - JCMI Jack Fairweather & Jack Hersch  $18 x ___ = $_____                     “

Event location legend: HN: Hilton Naples     JCMI: Jewish Cong. of Marco Island     NCC: Naples Conference Center
               NJC: Naples Jewish Congregation     TS: Temple Shalom

Tickets to all 12 events (a $320 value)
Copy of Lori Gottlieb’s book
FastPass & separate check-in
Recognition in Federation Star
Reserved VIP seating
Reserved seating area
Free book voucher(s)
Patron event with an author TBA
Extra luncheon event ticket for guest

ü ü ü
ü ü ü
ü ü ü
ü ü ü
ü

ü
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üü
ü

Patron Benefits:
 Platinum        Gold           Silver
     $500              $360           $225

Jewish Book Festival Patron Levels and Benefits

Luncheon Event: 
Monday, December 2 @ 11:30am - HN  Alana Newhouse     $40 x ___ = $_____
             Please indicate choice of entree:   chicken    salmon    vegetarian
                      Please indicate choice of dessert:   pastry    fruit

No tickets sold  
after November 25



A special “Thank You” to the following businesses and organizations  
for their generous support of the Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival!

	  

For festival updates, links to author websites 
and more, visit www.JewishBookFestival.org

The Greater Naples Jewish Book Festival is presented by

 

Sisterhood
Temple Shalom

Strengthening our temple, our community and each other

 


