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Jadzia Stern’s Holocaust survival 

6 million Jews and 5 million non jews lost their lives due to the mass genocide caused by 

Adolf Hitler. This grotesque event was referred to as the Holocaust and it occurred between 

1933-1945. Millions of people died and very few were able to make it out of the Holocaust alive. 

One of those brave people was Jadzia Stern. Stern was able to be liberated in 1945 but she still 

went through many hardships, including going to a Nazi deathcamp called Auschwitz. There she 

was shot at, abused, and starved for no reason other than her being a jew. Though the hardships 

Stern went through seem inconceivably difficult, she was able to stay hopeful and live. Stern 

says that, ““what kept me is my mother's words. In the lowest moments i kept hearing her say, 

“you will survive. You must survive. As long as you can breath, and you can walk, you are 

gonna survive.” and that kept me” (Jadzia Stern 52:37). Stern’s memory of her mother is one of 

the sole reasons that she was able to survive such a tragedy as the Holocaust. 

The voice of Stern’s mother was one of the only reasons she was able to survive the 

Holocaust. There is no doubt that Stern is a strong-willed woman, but even someone like her 

would struggle with something as traumatizing as the Holocaust. So, as Stern previously 

discussed, she used her mother’s words to help her when she wanted to give up. When Stern was 

put on a, “death walk” where she had to sleep naked on the snow, she thought of her mother’s 

words and pushed through the pain and cold. When she watch her sister be murdered, she 

thought of her mother’s words and proceeded to push through. Even when she was sent to the 



infamous Auschwitz death camp, she thought of her mother’s words and was able to get out. 

Stern has shown that no matter what problem she faced, she was able to move ahead thanks to 

her Mother’s words of encouragement. 

Jadzia Stern is a strong woman who survived the Holocaust, but even Stern says that 

without her mother’s words, she would not have been able to survive. Although her mother’s 

voice was not the sole reason she survived, it still gave Stern the capability to keep trying to live. 

Stern’s ability to stay alive due to her mother’s words, truly shows how far a mother’s love can 

really go. 


