
Final Effort 

 

“I hit him in the nose or somewhere.” These 7 words from holocaust survivor Max Krautler are a 

testament to the inner strength and resilience he possessed.  Max lived an ordinary life in Krakow 

Poland, but this would not be the case forever. A little later in his life the Germans came into Krakow 

and placed restrictions on what the Jews could do. Max did not know this at the time, but this would be 

the beginning of the unimaginably horrific murder of millions of Jewish people.  

Max and his family were soon moved into a ghetto where every day was full of fear of getting in 

trouble with the Germans. Around 1941 the ghetto was closed and Max was sent to a concentration 

camp. Max never saw his father again and went his entire life not knowing what happened to him. 

Max’s brother went to Bochnia where Max later sent his mother because it was supposed to be better 

there. Max’s mom and brother were found hiding in a bunker by Germans and were both shot. Already 

in his life Max had faced traumatic experiences. When Max was first entering Gross-Rosen camp there 

was music playing as people were beaten according to the music. Max was forced into intense labor 

every day. This experience brought great stress and mental trauma on Max much like covid-19 has to 

people all over the world. 

For transportation the Jews either had to walk or ride in tightly packed train cars with no room 

for any movement. Depending on how far the destination was walking could take days. Luckily for Max 

he had a friend that helped him walk when he was sick. Max helped his friend walk when got sick, but 

the Germans shot him because he walked too slow.  

Max then went to Flossenburg which was much like Gross-Rosen. The final camp Max was sent 

to was Buchenwald. Eventually they went on another march that was not too long, but Max referred to 

it as a death march. They stopped to rest at one point but the Americans close and the shooting 

between armies could be heard. The Germans wanted to keep marching to get away from the 

Americans. 

 Max and a friend hid in a hole despite the fact that if they were found they would immediately 

be shot. The horrors Max experienced with the Germans were so bad that he risked his life so he would 

not have to continue with the Germans. The Germans quickly realized Max and the other man were 

missing, so they used dogs to find them. A dog came to the hole where Max was and surely was going to 

find the men, but Max with the will to live punched the dog in the nose. The dog left and so did the 

Germans. Max and his friend were soon rescued by the Americans. Max risking everything to survive put 

the resilience and mental strength of Max Krautler on full display. 


