
 
Statement of Principles read by Senator Nathan Edelman 9/23/2020 
Several of the Jewish senators came together to write the following statement of 
principles: 

Black Lives Matter! We are steadfast in our commitment to stand up for 
Black life and against antisemitism. 

 
As Jews who have been targets of white supremacist hatred and feel the pain of 
antisemitism, we stand proudly in support of racial justice. 
Our Zionist and Jewish identities require us to follow the Jewish values of Lo 
T'amod - do not stand idly by and Rodef Shalom - pursue peace. These values are 
foundational in the long history of social justice and inform our commitment to 
racial, social, and environmental justice. 

 
We believe in and support efforts to ensure ethical conduct by law 
enforcement; opportunities for historically marginalized communities; 
and ventures that promote human rights and social justice. 
We oppose the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement and its efforts to 
isolate and demonize the only Jewish, democratic state in the world. Past 
BDS referendums and resolutions have only increased hate, hostility 
and distrust on our campus. 

 
The conflation of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement with the 
movement for racial justice distracts from the root cause of systemic racism in 
America. 

 
The introduction of Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions tactics against Israel into the 
movement for racial justice is a brazen attempt to give Jewish students an 
impossible choice between renouncing Zionism or selecting a position inconsistent 
with our support for human rights and the quest for equity. We refuse to submit to 
this litmus test. 

 
Specific problems require specific solutions. As Jewish students who deeply 
believe in justice, equity and human rights, we oppose efforts to take the focus 
away from direct action that supports equity for students of color on the UIUC 
campus. 

 



We stand for racial justice and dismantling systemic racism because our 
Judaism and our Zionism inform our belief in the rights of people of 
color to live freely and without fear. 
We commit to support real and lasting changes in our society by building genuine 
relationships with those in need and calling out injustice against others without 
conflating it with ours. We will continue to uphold and promote the civic duties and 
responsibilities of our society and hold our fellow elected representatives 
accountable for actions of discrimination. 

 

 




