
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Illini Hillel Family, 

 
Tonight, the Illinois Student Government (ISG) voted to pass a BDS resolution against the 
resounding will of the student body it claims to represent. After five failed attempts in as 
many years to pass BDS, student activists enshrouded calls for divestment within a 
resolution opposing anti-Black violence. This was an attempt to paint Israel and Jews as  
the obstacle to racial equity, amidst the holiest time in the Jewish calendar. 

 

a joint statement of principles declaring their steadfast commitment to Zionism and racial 
justice. During the ISG meeting Senators made clear that they are driven by their Jewish 
values which call for social, racial and environmental justice. 
 

While BDS is deeply hurtful to Jewish students and spurs continued antisemitism, it has   
no bearing on the University or its investments. Chancellor Jones said previously "the 
campus and the entire University System are on record in opposition to any boycott 
of Israeli academic institutions and have opposed divestment measures here in the 
past." 

Hillel supported students as they united to defeat divestment while continuing to   
enhance Jewish life and serve as an indispensable partner to the overall campus 
community. We are very proud of the statement of principles that the students read into 
the public record. Hillel will always combat hatred, racism and antisemitism to better the 
lives of students and their peers. 

 
Even in the face of challenges like divestment efforts, we are committed to our core 
mission of enriching the lives of Jewish students. This year more than ever Hillel has been  
a critical resource for students, many of whom experience isolation and loneliness in the 
time of COVID-19. 

 
We want to express our deep admiration of the brave Jewish student leaders who stood 
for their values. We offer a sincere thank you to our partners in this effort. 

 
As always, our staff is available to meet with you online or in-person if you are in need of 
support following the night's events. 



 
Sincerely, 

 
Your Hillel Team 

 


