
The strength of a people.
The power of community.

Calgary Jewish Federation wants you! 
We have lots of exciting information to share 
about upcoming programs and events. If you 
are not already receiving our publications, 
please send us your contact information 
and we will be sure to bring you up to date 
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign 
up today, please contact Elliott Steinberg at  
403-252-5801 or esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org. 

   We recently read Parashat Lech Lecha 
(my favourite parasha). When Avraham 
responds to G-d’s commands, he says “Hineni” – I am here! 
He responds not that he WILL do it…but that he is in the 
present, NOW. I AM here.
    I appeal to each of you to think long and hard about 
how great our community is, how much you value 
participating in ritual and cultural programs and 
commemorations, how committed you are to ensuring 
a bold and inspiring future for all generations, and even 
if you have been displeased with an aspect or two of our 
community in the past, please think about all of the good 
in our community – no one gift impacts more Jewish lives. 
    I thank all of you who have already contributed, many at 
increased levels of support, and I invite all of you who still 
have yet to contribute to join us in saying “Hineni” – I am 
HERE!

Because…without community, we are not connected. 
Because…with collective support, we can do so much 
more. Because…Together, we are Stronger.

B’Shalom,

Adam Silver, CEO

Friends,
As I write this message, I have just returned from 
attending the GA – the General Assembly of the Jewish 

Federations of North America, along with four outstanding 
young leaders. As always, it was an inspirational gathering 
of thousands of committed, dedicated Jewish people who 
come together to share ideas, to seek new solutions to 
our communal challenges, and to celebrate our collective 
successes. Whenever I have the privilege of attending a 
gathering such as this, I am energized – and I am incredibly 
proud of our community, which in many ways is a model 
to others.
   Our community has the reputation for hitting above 
our weight. We contribute more per capita than almost 
all Canadian communities, and many American ones. 
And we also enjoy a breadth and depth of Jewish life that 
far exceeds other communities of our size. We have come 
to expect a level of service and opportunity that is really 
admirable. And it is my job – and my sincere hope – that 
we can continue to maintain that expectation and exceed it.  
   Our success depends entirely on the outcome of 
Federation’s UJA campaign. This year, more than ever, 
Jewish Calgary needs each of us to step up and make an 
impact. We are very fortunate to have many generous 
individuals and families supporting the vibrant Jewish 
services and programs that make our community strong. 
However, we rely on reaching a targeted amount of funding 
each year to ensure no one service or program suffers. 

This year, despite the personal sacrifice and generosity of 
many, we are likely to come up short, and this will impact 
allocations, bursaries, and programs.
   As CEO, our campaign staff and volunteers share their 
jubilance with me when they are successful, and their 
frustrations and sadness when they are not. I have heard, to 
date, many nice stories about members in our community 
who have heeded the call, and have made generous stretch 
gifts to this year’s campaign. I have also heard from 
canvassers that some members of our community are 
choosing to decrease their gifts, or to abstain from giving 
altogether. It is understandable that in this economy, 
some can no longer give because of financial challenges. 
But others are choosing to give elsewhere at the very time 
that the community needs them the most. As I’ve written 
in previous messages, if you participate in Kristallnacht, 
in Yom Hashoah, in Yom Hazikaron, Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
PJ Library, spend time in the JCC, have a child in CJA or 
Akiva Academy, or plan to send your child on March of the 
Living, if you are pleased that the community maintains 
contact with police and helps with communal security, and 
if you have capacity to give but do not contribute to the UJA 
campaign, then it is important for you to know that all of the 
above may be at risk. At a minimum, the less funds secured 
by Federation and our community’s UJA Campaign, the less 
funds available for distribution to our amazing partners, 
and the less likelihood of additional funds to support new 
programs and services.

  A MessAge froM ADAM

All programs on these pages are funded in part by your donation to United Jewish Appeal.

Feb. 26, 2017  |  7.00pm
Temple B’nai Tikvah

For more information contact Karina Szulc at karinas@jewishcalgary.org or 403-389-6994

Sponsors:
Autism Calgary

Inclusion Alberta
Temple B’nai Tikvah

Lenny & Faigel Shapiro Family
Harry & Martha Cohen Fundation

Register online at www.jewishcalgary.org 
Limited seating available.

www.carlysvoice.com

Key note speaker 

Arthur Fleischmann
Author of Carly's Voice: Breaking through Autism 

(Father of Carly Fleischmann)

Presents

This is a 
free event 
Contributions 

gratefully 
accepted.

Carly Fleischmann

Calgary Jewish Federation and Temple B’nai Tikvah invite you to save the date 
for the violin concerto, “SARA’S VOICE Sotto Voce”, a spoken and musical 

performance with special guests, Calgary’s Diana Cohen on violin, Israel’s Roman 
Rabinovich on piano, and Deborah Shelkan Remis narrating the story of her 

father’s 1st wife’s life and sad death during the Holocaust.

January 15, 2017

SARA'S VOICE
sotto voce

A Violin 
Concerto

7:00pm
Temple B’nai Tikvah

Tickets: $18  |  Unwaged & students: $10

Purchase at www.jewishcalgary.org

(r to l) Sydney Truax, Mira Feldman, 
Jordan Waldman, Lisa Halpern, 
with former Calgarian Kira Bloomer.

Calgary 
Delegates to 
the GA
Three young leaders and Federation 
staff Jordan Waldman and Adam 
Silver attended the General Assembly 
of Jewish Federations of North 
America. They heard inspiring 
speakers the likes of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, met colleagues from across 
the continent and exchanged ideas 
on enhancing Jewish life.



Chanukah

Part y
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Family Dance

Gr 9 & 10 students of all backgrounds and ethnicities are 
invited to the parent information evening for Federation's 
Washington DC Holocaust and Human Rights studies 
program. The program includes education sessions 
followed by a May trip to Washington DC.

Wednesday, Nov. 30th  |  7pm  |  Calgary JCC
1607 90 Ave SW, Calgary

Holocaust and Human Rights Washington Program

For more information, please contact Ilana Krygier Lapides 
at 403-444-3162 or ikrygierlapides@jewishcalgary.org

Calgary Jewish Federation welcomes and supports children and adults with special needs.  
If you or a loved one needs special accommodations to participate in any of our events, 
please contact Karina Szulc at 403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org.

There is no charge but registration 
is required. Contact Kathie Wainer 

at kwainer@jewishcalgary.org 
or 403-537-8592. 

Join us for the fourth of our Family Holiday Programming  
generously sponsored by Sam and Ida Switzer

Educator Amy Goldberg will 
answer some of our questions:

1.  Why do we light candles 
every night of Chanukah?

2. Why do we eat oily foods?

3. Who were the Maccabees?

Sunday Dec.11
10:30am • Calgary JCC

Chanukah

A call for submissions

Artability 
Artists are invited to submit up to 3 pieces 
(any media, painting, photo, ceramic etc.) 

This is a curated exhibit  |  Deadline: December 15, 2016 
Please schedule your dropoff of pieces with Karina: 

403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org

For more information, please contact Karina Szulc, Inclusion 
Coordinator, at karinas@jewishcalgary.org or 403-389-6994.

The tears were flowing at the airport when eight visiting Grade 9 students 
from Har Vagi School in Etzba Hagalil (Galilee Panhandle) said good-bye 
to their new friends from The Calgary Jewish Academy. The students and 
their teacher spent just over a week with the CJA Grade 9s, learning about 
life in Alberta and the Diaspora Jewish experience.
They went to Banff, enjoyed a hockey game, heard about the history of 
Jews in Alberta from the Little Synagogue’s Irena Karshenbaum and local 
historian Harry Sanders, visited synagogues, participated in the community 
Kristallnacht commemoration, and much, much more. This “gesher chai” 
or living bridge is part of Calgary Jewish Federation’s Partnership 2Gether 
program, which is supported by funds raised in the UJA camapign The 
other half of this ‘mifgash’ (exchange) will take place this spring when CJA 
students will spend five days with their Israeli friends as part of their Grade 
9 Israel experience.
Also as part of the Partnership 2Gether program, a teacher from Uziel 
school in Kiryat Shmona spent a week visiting Akiva Academy, teaching the 
students about the Etzba Hagalil region and the important connection of 
the Jewish people to the land of Israel. The visit deepened the connection 
between Akiva Academy and Uziel School – and with this bridge built, the 
students of the two schools will enjoy a stronger relationship in the months 
to come.

Visitors from Israel

Watch for more information about Partnership 2Gether 
in the next issue of Pomegranate!

The spirit of Shabbat enveloped 
Kesher members and volunteers 
as they came together for a very 
special and enjoyable Shabbat 
meal on November 4. Thank you 
to Kesher volunteer Lisa Halpern 
for opening her home and 
cooking a delicious dinner. Kesher 
provides Jewish experiences and 
social opportunities for adults 
with disabilities.

Kesher Night Out

6:00pm  |  Calgary JCC 
The disco will be open early especially for us. Children under four 

will have the dance floor to themselves for a fun pre-dance. You are 
welcome to stay for the JCC Chanukkah Dance at 6:30, but the kids 

will love the exclusive pre-party.

PJ Library at the JCC Chanukkah Dance

An Exhibit by Jewish Artists with a Disability

For more information, please contact Kathie Wainer 
at 403-537-8592 or kwainer@jewishcalgary.org
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UJA

Plus Giving
When you increase your Federation UJA Campaign gift, 
you may designate 50% of the increase to one of our 
partner agencies or funded programs. Ask your canvasser 
or see the online donation form at: www.jewishcalgary.org/
waystogive, and click on “give now”.

Calgary Jewish Federation and UJA Partner Agencies

Because... Together we are stronger. 

2016
Annual Campaign

100 DAYS OF IMPACT

Sparkles, suits, and cocktails set the tone for JAC’s “A Night in 
Vegas – Hit the JACpot” fundraiser for UJA on November 5th. 
The large swanky crowd worked the “fun money “ gambling 

tables, and tried their luck at 50/50 and great raffles. It was all 
for a good cause and it was all great fun. JAC has events of all 

kinds throughout the year for adults under 40, including ‘tikkun 
olam’ projects and casual social events. Contact Jordan Waldman 

for more information: jac@jewishcalgary.org, 403-444-3146.

A Night in Vegas
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Calgary Jewish 
Federation is planning to raise 

an estimated $3,000,000 this year 
through the annual United Jewish Appeal 
Campaign. Estimated campaign costs are 
12 percent of funds raised. UJA charitable 

gifts will be allocated to programs described 
in Federation publications including our Annual 

Report, Pomegranate, E-Pom and  
www.jewishcalgary.org. For more information, 

contact Diana Kalef at 403-444-3154. Our 
address is Jerusalem Road, 1607 – 

90 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T2V 4V7. 
We are incorporated in the Province 

of Alberta.
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Any increase of $18 or more to 
the 2016 UJA campaign, made 
before November 30th enters 
donors into a draw for a set of 

Calgary Flames tickets.

Prizes:

Shalom friends,

Most of you probably know who I am, but let me introduce myself. 
I am Jewish Calgary.

I am the tie that binds us together, as one people. 
I am a voice for our concerns, our needs. 

I am the pages of a children’s book, delighting a family at bedtime. 
I am a caring touch, reaching out to the isolated, the lonely. 

I am dignity for those who want to live Jewishly, but are hesitant to ask for help. 
I am a bridge across the ocean, connecting homeland and diaspora. 

I am the spiritual water of the Mikvah.           I am the applause for a speaker, a performer. 
I am the spirit of youth, its optimism, passion and energy. 

I am fuel for the spark of learning that dwells in every Jewish child, regardless of how they learn. 
I am our collective memory, respecting the past and advocating for our future. 

I am a handshake to counter disagreement, and a hand up for those on hard times. 
I am the sounds, smells, words, and music of our people. 

I am camp songs and laughter and the warmth of friendship that only summer knows. 
I am arms open, welcome! 

I am aged, I am brand new. 
I am differently abled and special. 

I am average and I am exceptional.

I am all these things, but I am nothing unless you will it, because… you are also Jewish Calgary.

 Jewish Calgary is able to thrive, grow, extend a hand and care for the vulnerable because of the dollars 
donated to Calgary Jewish Federation’s UJA campaign. Without those funds, Jewish Calgary would not be 

the community we have grown to expect and love.

Calgary Jewish Federation has promised a level of support to the programs and services of Jewish 
Calgary – to all the great causes listed on these pages. To fulfill those promises, we must raise a 

minimum of $2.75million. Our success as a community is in your hands.

We are all Jewish Calgary. We all care for our future. Now is the time to step up and be 
counted. Now is the time to guarantee our Jewish future. 

Please give generously.

To donate or volunteer, call Diana Kalef at 403-444-3154.

Message from 
Our Community

$3,000,000

$1,965,704

1270 donors
*as of November 17, 2016
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HOLOCAUST EDUCATION
VULNERABLE

SUPPORTISRAEL

PARTNERSHIPS

P2G - ISRAEL EXCHANGES

BIRTHRIGHT
MARCH OF THE LIVING

SENIORS

OUTREACH

COMMEMORATION
SHALOM BABY
COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN

PJ LIBRARY®

SHALOM CALGARY

INCLUSION

BASIC NECESSITIES

KOLLEL

CAMP

KASHRUTASPER
KESHER

JAC - YOUNG LEADERSHIP

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

HILLEL

SECURITY

MIKVAH

EDUCATION

RELIEF
SUBSIDIES

ADVOCACY
COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Calgary 
Jewish Federation 

supports: 257112354086698243
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Help our community raise 90% of our campaign 
goal by day 90 of 100 Days of Impact.

Tuesday Nov. 29

Charge your phones for the Giving Tuesday 
Cellathon at 6pm at the JCC! Contact Irena 
Karshenbaum to RSVP: 403-537-8594 or 

ikarshenbaum@jewishcalgary.org.

90by90

Call to donate TODAY! 403-444-3157
Or donate online at www.jewishcalgary.org

(monthly payments available)

100 DAYS OF IMPACT

UJA Cell-a-thons
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