
Made possible by your gifts to Federation’s annual UJA campaign

The Holocaust and Human Rights Department of Calgary Jewish 
Federation invites you to experience an unforgettable evening 
with the extraordinary Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger, author of  
A German Life: Against All Odds, Change is Possible. 

A pRogRAm in suppoRT oF HoloCAusT eDuCATion iniTiATives

The Jewish Journey of a nazi’s son
Dr. Bernd wollschlaeger

admission: $18 in advance
 $20 at the door

students: $9 in advance
 $10 at the door

october 22  |  7:00pm 
beth tzedec congregation

Contact ilana at 403-444-3162 or 
ikrygierlapides@jewishcalgary.org 
for information.

purchase admission now at jewishcalgary.org

immediate families. Not these two. We 
celebrate the completion and renewal of 
the annual Torah cycle as a community. We 
begin the year fresh, together!
 As a parallel, in Jewish Calgary we share 
many signature programs and initiatives 
year over year. The celebrations and 
commemorations we experience together 
are often well attended and move us to 
smiles and tears. We share these moments 
as a community, together. We find comfort 
in the consistent offering of such events, 
but challenge ourselves to improve the 
experience each and every time. This is a 
good approach – respecting history, but 
striving to be better. We also initiate the 
community’s United Jewish Appeal (UJA) 
Campaign each year, sometimes seemingly 
right on the heels of the last campaign.  
We complete the cycle and begin anew. In 
order to maintain a strong Jewish Calgary, 
in order to share in consistent celebrations 
and commemorations, in order to ensure 

Begin anew. We have just finished 
Sukkot, as well as Shemini Atzeret 
and Simchat Torah, which followed 

closely on the heels of the Yamim Noraim, 
the High Holydays. All of these holidays 
contain parts of the same theme – we are 
not permanent, our previous actions are 
not permanent, we should always strive to 
be better versions of ourselves and, yes, each 
year we CAN and SHOULD begin anew.  
 In ancient times, Shemini Atzeret was a 
day devoted to ritual cleaning of the altar 
in the Temple. In modern days, the holiday 
does not serve the same function, but is 
an interlude between Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah. Still, we create meaning on Shemini 
Atzeret by introducing the prayer for rain 
(which we continue to say until Pesach, each 
year) and by anticipating the conclusion and 
restarting of the Torah. As well, Yizkor (the 
memorial prayer) is said on this day.
 Simchat Torah is a special holiday during 
which we seamlessly complete the entire 

cycle of Torah readings and, with little pause, 
start again. We celebrate the restarting of 
the Torah equally to its completion, and 
vice-versa. The process is more circular and 
cyclical than it is linear. That is, we don’t 
rush to the last word of the last line of the 
last chapter simply to finish. We savour 
each section, each story of the Torah and, 
although we are excited to have completed 
all stories and all sections, we anticipate 
and celebrate the renewed readings that will 
follow for the coming year. Jews are “The 
People of the Book” – we are grounded in 
tradition and consistency. We tell the same 
stories and perform the same rituals every 
year, yet each time we do so we try to extract 
something different from the experience.  
We love the comfort of consistency, but we 
also love to grow and to develop.
 Both Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah 
are holidays best enjoyed in synagogue and 
with community. Many of our holidays 
are more focused on our homes and our 

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

  a message from adam

subsidies exist for those 
who wish to enrol in Jewish day schools 
or camps, in order for our community 
to maintain its security and community 
relations initiatives, we must begin anew. 
We must all contribute and endeavour to see 
Jewish Calgary for what it can be, not only 
for what it currently is. We must each, in 
our own way, play a role. Volunteer. Donate. 
Participate. Try new programs. Stand 
side by side. Only when we all engage will 
Jewish Calgary be all it can be. I say all of 
the above believing that everyone can make 
a difference, that everyone has something 
to contribute, and that everyone bears the 
responsibility of playing a role. In Jewish 
Calgary, Everyone Counts.

Shana Tova,

Adam Silver
CEO, Calgary Jewish Federation

For more inFormation
contact jordan waldman
403.444.3146
jwaldman@jewishcalgary.org

israelforfree.com

friends with special needs trip
January 28 - february 7, 2018

israelforfree.com/special-needs

exciting 
opportunity!

Calgary Jewish Federation wants you! 
We have lots of exciting information to share 
about upcoming programs and events. If you 
are not already receiving our publications, 
please send us your contact information 
and we will be sure to bring you up to date 
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign 
up today, please contact Elliott Steinberg at  
403-252-5801 or esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org.

Find out more about the

at our inFormation session  

Asper FoundAtion HumAn rigHts  
And HolocAust studies progrAm  

thursday, November 23  •  7:00pm  •  calgary Jcc
Tuesday October 24  |  7:00pm  |  Calgary JCC

Citizen Journalism:
The Power of Digital Advocacy

Whether you are new to social media or have 
been active on various platforms for years, this 
session will empower you to be a more effective 
Jewish and pro-Israel advocate online. CIJA’s 
Marlee Koplowitz will provide you with tools, 
tactics and strategies to ensure that the 
messages, images and videos you share online 
will resonate with your target audience. You will 
learn how to implement online best practices 
for daily use of Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
Instagram and other social media platforms.  
For more information, contact Judy Shapiro at 
403-444-3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Toda Raba
Thank you to everyone from our community who graciously 

hosted guests for Rosh Hashana through our Bruchim Habayim 
program. For more information on how to participate, contact 
Karina szulc at 403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org.

For more inFormation contact ilana krygier lapides
403-444-3162  |  ikrygierlapides@jewishcalgary.org

The Canadian March of the Living program is coordinated by Canada Israel Experience,  
a department of Jewish Federations of Canada – UIA and subsidized by local UJA/CJA Federation campaigns.

IN HONOUR OF THE SURVIVORS OF THE HOLOCAUST WHO REBUILT  
THEIR LIVES IN CALGARY AND HAVE BEEN AN INSPIRATION TO ALL OF US.

Calgary Jewish Federation is proud to co-sponsor  
two films for the Beth Tzedec’s Jewish Film Festival:

Big Sonia

Saturday, november 4 
7:30pm  •  Beth Tzedec Congregation

hillel calgary and jnfu present

Hear tHe story of an 
IsraelI HelIcopter 

crasH survIvor WHo 
became a paralympIc 

Gold medalIst

monday, october 23 
5pm  •  u of c, Kna 160

free admIssIon

contact:
jWaldman@jeWIsHcalGary.orG

BETH TZEDEC CONGREGATION

The Calgary Council of Christians and Jews invites you to an awe-
inspiring evening on the anniversary of Kristallnacht, Night of Broken 
Glass. Dr. Kyle Jantzen, Professor of History and Program Chair (History) 
at Ambrose University is an authority on the German churches in 
the Third Reich. His presentation will complement the depictions in 
United Against Genocide, a travelling exhibit on loan from the Montreal 
Holocaust Museum that highlights the Armenian, Cambodian, Rwandan 
Genocides, and the Holocaust (Shoah). Exhibit open 7:30am to midnight. 
For further information, contact Ray Matheson at 403-212-8838.

Online Registration Required: jewishcalgary.org

as Christian Responses 
to Nazi Anti-Semitism 
and Racial Policy

Thursday November 9 
7:00pm | 4th Floor, Riddell Library
Mount Royal University
No charge. Refreshments served. 

Ambivalence, 
Association, &  
Avoidance

Dr. Kyle Jantzen

Co-sponsored by

Calgary Council of Christians & Jews

pJ library® invites all children and the adults who love  
them to join us for another chag sameach program 
generously sponsored by sam and ida switzer.

PJ Library Havdalah
Saturday November 18  |  5:45 - 7:00pm  |  Calgary JCC

educator amy goldberg and special guest
eytan graubart (director of camp bb riback) will help us 
celebrate the end of shabbat and the beginning of 
a new week with songs, blessings, dance, and crafts.

There is no charge for this program, but registration is 
required as space is limited.

Contact Kathie Wainer: kwainer@jewishcalgary.org
or 403-537-8592 for more information.

This program is suitable for children under eight.

* * * Winner * * * 
Tribeca inT’l FF 2017 

besT U.s. narraTive FeaTUre 
besT neW DirecTor

* * * Winner * * * 
Karlovy vary inT’l FF 2017 

inTernaTional FeDeraTion oF  
Film criTics (FiPresci) Prize

* * * sPecial jUry menTion * * * 
Karlovy vary inT’l FF 2017

KeeP
ChangeThe

1:00pm

beTh TzeDec conGreGaTion
1325 GLENMORE TRAIL SW

November
sUnDay

19 For more information about the 
calgary jewish Film Festival, go to 

calgaryjewishfilmfestival.com.
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UJA 2017
everyone counts

It wasn’t that long ago that Mike and Alissa finished university and 
began rewarding careers. Then they found each other. Dating quickly 

turned into a relationship, engagement and marriage. They bought a 
small house together and settled in.

They’re both committed to Jewish life, built on an active Jewish 
upbringing. Their parents sent them to day school, youth groups, and 
camp, and Hillel was there for them on campus. As a couple, Mike 
and Alissa were looking for ways to “do Jewish,” particularly social 
opportunities and Tikkun Olam (repairing the world).

On Calgary Jewish Federation’s website they found JAC, Jewish Adult 
Calgary, a group for adults under 40 that provides cultural, social, 
Tikkun Olam, fundraising, leadership development, and educational 
opportunities. They joined up and learned the JAC group was really 
diverse; some singles, some married like them and some with young 
children – a lot of the events were family-friendly. It felt good to find 
their place in Jewish Calgary, make new friends, and do some good in 
the world, living their Jewish values.

No matter what your age, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, 
physical ability, or political views, everyone counts in Jewish 
Calgary. Your gift to our community’s UJA campaign helps provide 
programs that make everyone feel welcome. Make your gift to today. 
Every gift counts.

#wecount#everyonecounts

make 
your gift 

today!

join us in the City of stars

in support of federation’s 2017 uja Campaign

festival hall - 1215 10 avenue sE

tiCkets $40* in advanCe 
at jewishCalgary.org

$50* at the door

house drinks  |  appetizers  |  50/50 tiCkets
fun money Casino  |  lots of raffle prizes

*INClUDEs $18 CHArITAblE TAx rECEIpT

saturday december 2  |  7pm

JAC Gala

your UJA dollars support

Teens participate in bbYO

57
people attended 
Kristallnacht and 

Yom Hashoah 
commemorations

700 80
Families received 
bursaries through 

the Intergrated 
bursary program

As the step-daughter of a Holocaust survivor, I fully appreciate how incredibly privileged I am to live  
in this time and place, where, as Jews, we live in a society that offers us relative peace and freedom.  
I know just how extraordinary this is, given not only the Holocaust, but our very long history where Jews 
suffered persecution, expulsion or death. With this privilege comes an awesome responsibility – our 
continued commitment to Federation’s UJA campaign. It’s a responsibility to the many people in our 
Jewish community, in Israel, and around the world, who need our support. It’s also a responsibility to 
ensure that Jewish life continues and thrives.

For me, becoming a lion was more than making a financial commitment; it was acknowledging my history, and my children’s 
and grandchildren’s identity. It also meant helping to fulfill a mission to care for people in need, inspire a passion for Jewish life  
and learning through our Jewish schools and institutions, and to stand in support of Jewry around the world.  

I ask you to consider what part you play in the viability of Jewish life in Calgary.  
Your support matters, because everyone counts. How can you count yourself in?

Gail sidorsky 
lion of Judah Chair 2017



UJA 2017
everyone counts

connected • religious • immigrant   

accepting  •  experienced  •  engaged 
active • married • volunteer • inclusive 
curious • determined • faithful • single 
reserved • steadfast • conservative  
student • thriving • survivor • teacher  
supportive • loving • leader • nurturing   
sister • joyful • welcoming • father   
mentor • mother • courageous • strong 
friend • secular • decent • camper  
enthusiastic • camper   • innovative   
elder • generous • mensch • committed

make your gift today!

one gift, 
a few payments,

countless impact.
Did you know that there’s no need to 
pay your UJA pledge in one go – we 
gratefully accept monthly payments!

Spreading payments over a year can 
make it easier to manage an increased 
gift. Go to jewishcalgary.org, click on 

“donate now” and choose the payment 
plan that is best for you.

online jewishcalgary.org
in person 1607 90 Avenue SW

Phone 403-444-3157

How to Give

Jewish Family Service Calgary (JFSC) provides 
essential programs and services to the Jewish 
and greater Calgary Communities. Our Shalom 

Bayit, basic needs, resettlement, older adult 
and psycho-educational programs are possible 
because of the long standing partnership with 

and support of Calgary Jewish Federation 
through the United Jewish Appeal Campaign 
(UJA). We urge everyone to support the UJA 

campaign to assist JFSC and the other partner 
agencies to meet the needs of our community.  

“We are all in this together.”

Max Feldman, Board of Directors Chair, 
Jewish Family Service Calgary

what our partners say
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