Shana Tova!

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

From the Board and Staff of
Calgary Jewish Federation

a message from Bruce

S

halom!
Rosh Hashanah. Apples and honey. The plaintive
sound of the shofar. An opportunity to reflect. Being
inspired by the prayers, by the beautiful songs, by being
with community. Meals with friends and family. Endless
discussions of the rabbi’s sermon.
As you read this message, Jewish families all over the
world are gathering to celebrate the new year, to eat together,
to argue with one another and to share stories.
The warmth that surrounds us at Rosh Hashanah is what
makes the holiday so compelling. Aside from being an
opportunity to share food and stories, Rosh Hashanah is a
time for serious contemplation – a time to look back over
the past year and to look forward to the one just beginning.
A time to apologize to those you’ve wronged and a time to
determine to do better going forward.
As we reflect on our personal behavior, so too is this
an opportunity for us to look at what our Community
accomplished over the last year and what we plan for the
future.
We have a wonderful, vibrant Jewish Community. 5774
was a good year.
• We achieved a record UJA campaign – breaking the
$3 million mark for the first time.
• We advanced our planning for a Jewish community
campus.
• We educated children in our day schools, in our youth

groups and in our Community programming.
• We supported the most vulnerable in our Community.
• We received recommendations on increasing
enrollment in Jewish day schools from our Jewish
Day School Education Task Force.
• We brought our message of human rights and
understanding to thousands of youth through our
Holocaust Education programming.
I could go on; however the conclusion I come to looking
back is that we accomplished a great deal. We can’t please all
the people all the time and some would suggest that we could
do more in specific areas; overall, our volunteer leadership
and our professional staff succeeded in improving the state
of the Jewish Community of Calgary this year.
Looking forward, the work is never done! Federation’s
priorities for this year include:
• Welcoming a new executive director. As you know,
Drew Staffenberg is retiring in a few months, leaving
a large gap in professional leadership to fill.
• Taking the campus project to the next level.
• Building on the Jewish Day School Task Force report
to actualize its recommendations.
• Breaking more records with the UJA campaign, the
life-blood of our community.
• Supporting our partner agencies as much as
possible and continuing the positive, collaborative
relationships among agencies.

You are invited to a

Jewish Community Campus

Open House

Hear about plans for the new
Jewish Community Campus
(JCC, Seniors’ housing, schools)

New
Date

Monday October 20 • 7:00pm • Calgary JCC

• Learn about rationale for “Land Use Amendment for the Centre
Lands to accommodate future development of a new campus”
• Meet the Campus Development Leadership team and Consultants
• Hear the Plans for Land Use Amendment
• How the Land Use / Development Process works and timing
• Public Engagement Process
•Q&A

• Continuing with our security
planning and advocacy efforts.
Those are the high level priorities
for Calgary Jewish Federation. Of course, day-to-day needs
arise, crises occur and priorities change. Regardless, on a
macro level, Calgary Jewish Federation is here to serve the
whole Community and to tackle our overarching challenges.
The board members of Calgary Jewish Federation are
elected to serve you – amcha, the people of our Community.
If you have any questions or concerns about our activities,
please share your thoughts. Board members and staff are
listed on our website at www.jewishcalgary.org. Check in
often to see what’s happening in our Community.
And a request: to paraphrase the words of John F.
Kennedy, “Ask not what the Community can do for you, but
what you can do for the Community.” Please get involved
– volunteer, attend events, learn, be engaged. I look
forward to working with you to build the very best Jewish
community imaginable.
We wish you and your family a happy and healthy new
year. Shana Tova u’metukah and gmar chatima tova.

Bruce Libin
President, Calgary Jewish Federation

New Program
for Calgary Teens!
Two mini-workshops for Jewish teens,
ages 12-18, on the topics of Bikur Cholim
(visiting the frail, ill or disabled) and
Jewish end-of-life beliefs and traditions.

Bikur Cholim Workshop
Sunday October 26
2:00 - 5:00pm • Calgary JCC
This program will provide a foundation
for our youth to encourage a lifelong
practice of helping others.
• Teaching teens the values and traditions
of bikur cholim and encouraging
personal reflection.
• Creating ideas for bikur cholim activities and programs.

Jewish End-of-Life Beliefs and Traditions Workshop
Sunday November 30
2:00 - 5:00pm • Chevra Kadisha
An understanding of the purpose and traditions related to funerals and shiva
visits will enhance personal development and create a new appreciation for the
importance of our life cycle events and tikkun olam.
• Presentations on Jewish end-of-life beliefs and traditions.
• Tour of the Chevra Kadisha.
Coordinated by Calgary Jewish Federation’s Community Chaplain, Sari Shernofsky.

welcome to new hillel and young
adults director, jordan waldman!

Please RSVP by Sunday October 12.
Contact Sari Shernofsky at sari.shernofsky@shaw.ca or 403-251-6507.

Calgary Jewish Federation is pleased to welcome Jordan to our staff team.
Jordan will be responsible for programming for the 18-30 demographic,
including supporting Calgary Hillel and Taglit-birthright Israel.
A born and raised Calgarian, Jordan is a product of all this community
has to offer. He attended The Calgary Jewish Academy, was active in
BBYO, and was a long-time camper and counselor at Camp BB Riback. He
brings to the position a wealth of skills developed in his studies for a MA
in Communications and his work experience with students. With a strong
background in leadership development and community programming,
Jordan will be a wonderful asset to the Jewish community of Calgary.
Jordan can be reached at jwaldman@jewishcalgary.org.

Calgary Jewish Federation welcomes and supports children and adults with special
needs. If you or a loved one needs special accommodations to participate in any of
our events, please contact Karina Szulc, Shalom Calgary and Inclusion Coordinator
at 403-444-3158 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org.
Pomegranate is produced by Calgary Jewish Federation.

Becoming a

Chag Sukkot Sameach!

canadian

citizen

!jna ,ufux dj

with Joe Woodard

PJ Library® and Beth Tzedec Congregation
Fourth Annual

Citizenship Judge
Western Region – Calgary CIC
Citizenship and Immigration Canada

Smoothies in the Sukkah

Immigrants Session
Monday October 20
7:00-9:00pm • Calgary JCC
Agencies and Professionals
Working with Immigrants
Thursday October 23
1:30-3:30pm • Calgary JCC
Limited space available. RSVP by October 13.
For more information contact Karina Szulc at
karinas@jewishcalgary.org or 403-444-3158.

Learn about changes
in process and
requirements
for acquiring
Canadian citizenship

All children, parents and grandparents are invited to celebrate Sukkot
with us at Smoothies in the Sukkah at Beth Tzedec Congregation.
This program is suitable for children under eight.
There is no charge but please bring a foodbank donation.

Sunday
October 12

RSVP

Breaking the Silence of Mental Illness
- - - - - - - - - - - -tuesday
- - - november
- - - - 4,- 2014
-new date

10am
to
Noon

Please contact Kathie at
kwainer@jewishcalgary.org
or call 403-537-8592
to let us know that
you are coming.

7:00pm • calgary jcc
1607 90 avenue sw

john gulak and cindy radu, both calgary lawyers, will share  their personal experience  with
mental illness, and the creation of their book, sick to death of the silence: stories to break down
the stigma of mental illness, which highlights 15 calgarians who share their experience of living
with this illness. they hope their book and programs  like this  one will help ease the stigma and 
misconceptions of mental illness by starting a dialogue.
for information please contact stephanie sacks at 403-238-1014 or naamatcalgary@yahoo.ca

presented by

free admission • light refreshments served at end of program

Employment Opportunities

The
Shabbat
Project
A community-wide celebration of Shabbat
October 24-25

Communications and Marketing Coordinator, Full-Time
Calgary Jewish Federation’s Communications and Marketing Coordinator is responsible for marketing
all Federation programs and production of promotional materials, including electronic and print
newsletters, UJA campaign materials, brochures, social media and press releases. This person also
writes speeches for community volunteers and oversees the overall messaging and branding of
Federation. Salary commensurate with experience. Applicant must have:
• Exemplary writing skills
• Ability to work to multiple deadlines
• Ability to work with a diverse team of Federation and community professionals and volunteers
• Knowledge of production and layout of print materials
• Knowledge of the Jewish community of Calgary
• Experience with web and social media
• A strong commitment to Jewish communal life.

Graphic Artist, Part-Time
Calgary Jewish Federation and the Calgary JCC are looking for a part-time graphic artist to contribute
to the development and production of marketing and promotional materials supporting the
activities and services of both agencies. The graphic artist will work with the Creative Director to
design posters, flyers, advertisements and other materials in a MAC environment.
Salary commensurate with experience. Applicant must have:
• Post-secondary qualification in graphic design for print and web or related discipline
• Excellent knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite 6 (InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator)
• Knowledge of and experience in web design and maintenance
• Experience with digital film editing an asset
• Ability to work as part of a team in a fast-paced environment.
Please email cover letter and resume to: Paula Egelnick at pegelnick@jewishcalgary.org
by October 15, 2014. Thank you for your applications.
Only those candidates to be interviewed will be contacted.

Calgary Shabbat Project Events:
Challah Cover Workshop
Challah Braiding
Shabbat Dinners
Shabbat Learning
Havdallah Service and Concert

Do something to make this Shabbat special:

Watch the Calgary Jewish Federation website at
www.jewishcalgary.org for details and suggestions for a meaningful Shabbat!
For more information, contact Marilyn Samuels at mtsamuels@gmail.com or
Judy Shapiro at 403.444.3153 or jshapiro@jewishcalgary.org.

Participating Organizations
• Beth Tzedec Congregation
• Calgary JCC
• Calgary Jewish Federation
• Calgary YLD

• Chabad Lubavitch
• House of Jacob-Mikveh Israel
• Kehillat Shalom
• Temple B’nai Tikvah

“More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.”
– Ahad Ha’am
All programs on these pages are funded in part by United Jewish Appeal.

