
The strength of a people.
The power of community.

Calgary Jewish Federation wants you! 
We have lots of exciting information to share 
about upcoming programs and events. If you 
are not already receiving our publications, 
please send us your contact information 
and we will be sure to bring you up to date 
on happenings in Jewish Calgary. To sign 
up today, please contact Elliott Steinberg at  
403-252-5801 or esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org. 

want to help build a strong Jewish 
Calgary for the present and for the 
future. Think of how many in our community are being 
negatively impacted by the current economic climate. And 
when you are approached by one of our dedicated volunteers or 
staff to support the campaign, please do not discount yourself 
from the community – do not think that the campaign does 
nothing for you. If you participate in programs, if you know 
someone on school or camp bursary, if you use the mikvah or 
consider kashrut to be important, if you visit the JCC, if you 
turn to Jewish Family Service Calgary when you need a lifeline, 
if you stand tall and sing proudly during Yom Haatzmaut or 
bow your head in commemoration during Yom Hazikaron 
and Yom Hashoah, if you are a young adult in Hillel, JAC, 
Kollel, BBYO, or recently returned from Camp BB Riback, and 
so much more, know and understand that the community’s 
campaign needs you…as much as you need it.

  Building a strong Jewish Calgary is a combined effort, 
and we are all in this together. Because...together we are 
better. Because…together we can do more. Because…
together we are stronger.

  Wishing each of you a Shana Tova U’Metuka – a Good and 
Sweet Year,

Adam Silver, CEO

The Hebrew month of Elul is a time of preparation for 
the upcoming High Holidays - Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur – which for many of us leads to reflection 
on our successes and challenges over the past year and 
aspirations for the days and months to come. For some of 
us this means correcting bad habits and expanding on good 
ones. For others, this means rebuilding relationships and 
rethinking values. For all of us, Elul and the High Holidays 
are a time of renewal; individual and communal. 

  As individuals, we take stock of our actions and of our 
opportunities. We consider how we can be better spouses, 
parents, and friends. We imagine how we can take better 
physical care of ourselves, eat better, and stay fit. We tell 
ourselves that we won’t “sweat the small stuff,” that we 
won’t let little things get in the way of our happiness and 
satisfaction. Few of us ever fully live up to our plans in 
this regard, but many of us are fortunate enough to make 
it part way through the journey, ending up better than we 
were the year before. Some part of our individual reflection 
typically ends up focusing on our role in community. By 
community, I mean family unit, school class, synagogue 
congregation, JCC membership, or even Jewish Calgary as 
a whole. What do we, as individuals, want to contribute to, 
and benefit from, in terms of community? Each of us plays 
an important role, no matter how large or small, in shaping 
that community.

  As a community, we celebrate our successes, our 
achievements, and acknowledge our challenges and 

failures. We look at all of our efforts to support those who 
are in vulnerable positions, those who are seeking Jewish 
affiliation and meaning, and those who want to express their 
Jewishness, but need help doing so. We also examine if our 
community is welcoming to all. Do we engage respectfully 
with those who hold different opinions or celebrate Shabbat 
or holidays differently…or not at all? Are we ensuring that 
everyone, from our newborns to our most senior members, 
has a place?  

  It is now almost two years since I moved to Calgary with 
my family and took the professional helm of Calgary 
Jewish Federation (and, subsequently the JCC), and I am 
so proud of joining such an amazing community built and 
driven by incredible individuals. Our community has such 
passionate, talented, and generous volunteers, and many 
equally talented and committed communal professionals. 
When I hear the shofar sound this year, I will think of how I 
have grown through my engagements with each of them and 
with many of you, and how we have worked as a community 
to build something that is much greater than the sum of its 
individual parts. This kehillah that we have is very special, 
and relies on the joint efforts and generosity of us all. It 
would not be the same without the services, programs, 
and bursaries supported through the community’s UJA 
campaign – where one gift impacts so many people in so 
many ways.  

  During Elul, when you are reflecting on your individual 
and communal renewal, please consider how you might 

  A MessAge froM ADAM

Local Calgary Contact  |  Jordan Waldman
403.444.3146 | jwaldman@jewishcalgary.com

Sign up now at Israelforfree.com

Rosh Hashana is coming soon. Do you need a place to go for a holiday dinner? 
Do you have a place at your table for a guest? 

if you answered 'yes' to either of these questions, please contact: 
Karina Szulc, Shalom Calgary coordinator by September 19th. 

403-389-6994  |  karinas@jewishcalgary.org 
Please consider making another place at your table to make a welcoming 

start for new Jewish Calgarians.

ROOM AT YOUR TABLE?
Shalom Calgary’s Bruchim Habayim Program

Open to 18-
26 year old 
applicants

Sunday, April 30 at 2:00 pm 

Join Calgary Jewish Federation and Storybook 
Theatre for a special presentation of Hana’s 
Suitcase, an inventive, multi-media staging 
of the true story of a search from Tokyo to 
Prague to Toronto to uncover the story of 
Hana Brady and her fate in the Holocaust. 
Discover a tale of family love and tragedy; a 
shameful chapter in history, and find a key to 
tolerance and hope for the future.

Recommended for ages 10+. This performance 
will be followed by a Q & A session about 
the play. $25 for adults and $18 for children – 
Tickets are limited.

For information or to purchase tickets, please 
contact Ilana at 403-444-3162 or email 
ikrygierlapides@jewishcalgary.org

Hanna’s Suitcase

A sweet and joyous 
New Year to you 

and yours, from the 
Board of Directors 

and staff of Calgary 
Jewish Federation



Calgary Jewish Federation welcomes and supports children and adults with special needs.  
If you or a loved one needs special accommodations to participate in any of our events, 
please contact Karina Szulc at 403-389-6994 or karinas@jewishcalgary.org.All programs on these pages are funded in part by your donation to United Jewish Appeal.

Jewish 
Journeys
START at 
federation

PJ Library® and Beth Tzedec Congregation invite you to our Sixth Annual

Smoothies in the Sukkah

All children, parents and grandparents are invited to 
celebrate Sukkot with us at Smoothies in the Sukkah.

This program is suitable for children under eight.
There is no charge but please bring  

a foodbank donation.

Please RSVP to Kathie Wainer at 
403-537-8592 or kwainer@jewishcalgary.org

Sunday October 16 • 10:30am • Beth Tzedec Congretation

Our greatest security is our own eyes and 
ears. If you see something suspicious, 
report immediately to police. Also report 
to leadership of the institution involved 
and contact Judy Shapiro at jshapiro@
jewishcalgary.org or 403-444- 3153.

If you see something,
say something.

The Staff and Board of Calgary Jewish 
Federation welcome Jessica Miller Switzer 
to the team! Jessica is our new Donor 
Relations and Special Event Coordinator.

How about something with your kids, like learning how to make 
challah? Or an event tailored for adults, like an Israeli wine and cheese 
night, Jewish movie marathon, or book club get together? 

PJ Library families in Calgary who have ideas for Jewish experiences 
are eligible for a grant of up to $150 to make their ideas happen, 
courtesy of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

To find out more about the program, 
visit pjlibrary.org/GetTogether 
or jewishcalgary.org

What would you do if you were given up to $150 
to create a do-it-yourself Jewish experience?

Shalom Baby Play Group: 
For the Under Twos
Thursday Mornings

10:30am - Noon  |  Calgary JCC

Join our informal Shalom Baby Group. 
Everyone is welcome to join us to share 

the joys and oys of motherhood.

Shalom Baby 2016/17 Group Dates

November 3
November 17
December 1

December 15
January 19
February 2
February 16

March 2
March 16
March 30
April 20
May 4
May 18
June 15

September 23
October 7
October 21

November 11
November 25
December 9
January 11
January 27
February 10

February 24
March 10
March 24

April 7
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
June 23

PJ Library® Tot Shabbat:  
Friday Mornings | Calgary JCC 
9:45 for a 10am start - 10:30am

Join our free, half-hour class focusing 
on the festive feeling of Shabbat and 

holidays through songs, stories, 
blessings and dance.

Tot Shabbat 2016/17 Dates

There is no need to register, for more information please contact Kathie Wainer. 
Email: kwainer@jewishcalgary.org or phone 403-537-8592

PJ Library®

Funded by Lion of Judah
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Save
the Date!

|  Lion of Judah Evening 
   with Julia Berger Reitman 

|     JAC Campaign Event 
A Night in Vegas

Sept.26

Nov.5

Donors give generously to Calgary Jewish Federation’s UJA Campaign to 
ensure that vital services and programs can be provided locally, nationally, in 

Israel, and abroad throughout the year.  What you may not know is that all of our 
core allocations are committed before we even raise our first dollar. This means that the 
agencies that provide the services that keep the community strong rely on the results of 

the UJA campaign to meet their budgets for this year.  Allocations are determined through 
a rigorous process conducted by community volunteers who have experience in many fields, 

including social services, education, finance, business, and Jewish communal affairs.  I have had 
the privilege of chairing the Program Allocations Committee (PAC) this past year, and I can tell 

you that the process of allocation is extremely challenging, and even more rewarding. 

It is the committee’s job to evaluate the programs and services presented by the agencies to 
address community needs, and with limited funds, PAC makes very difficult decisions, allocating 
funds to programs which the committee believes will provide the necessary impact for identified 

current and future needs.  The attached pie chart shows the focus areas that PAC allocated 
funds for this year, as well as other required allocations. As a Jewish Federation, we contribute  
a flat fee to our national and international partners on a fair share basis to support activities 

across Canada, in Israel, and around the globe. 

Thank you to our PAC volunteers for their dedication and perseverance in this most 
important process, and to our partner agencies for all they do to maintain a strong 

Jewish Calgary.

Because... Together we are stronger. 

A Message from 
Alex Linetsky, Chair of PAC 

(Program Allocations Committee)
 Mikvah and Kashrut
 Jewish Education
 Youth and Young Adults
 Support for the Vulnerable
 Jewish Culture
  Holocaust Commemoration 
and Education

  Outreach, Engagement, 
Community Relations

 Active Seniors
 National, Israel and Overseas
 JCC Community Living Room

$43,500

$66,000

$75,000

$46,200

$392,531

$368,000

$533,339

$161,085

$106,500

$262,300

The allocations shown here do not 
include Federation administrative 
overhead, annual campaign (UJA) 
expenses, designated gifts or special 
campaigns

2016
Annual Campaign
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What’s 

your IMPACT?
Email us to share how you help make 

Jewish Calgary better!

esteinberg@jewishcalgary.org



257112354086698243

2571123540866982432557

257112354086698243

2571123540866982432557257112354086698243

2571123540866982432557

257112354086698243

2571123540866982432557

2571123540866982432557

257112354086698243

2571123540866982432557

Calgary Jewish Federation 
is planning to raise an estimated 

$3,000,000 this year through the annual 
United Jewish Appeal Campaign. Estimated 

campaign costs are 12 percent of funds raised. 
UJA charitable gifts will be allocated to programs 

described in Federation publications including 
our Annual Report, Pomegranate, E-Pom and  
www.jewishcalgary.org. For more information, 
contact Diana Kalef at 403-444-3154. Our address 
is Jerusalem Road, 1607 – 90 Avenue SW, 
Calgary, AB T2V 4V7. We are incorporated in 

the Province of Alberta.

100 DAYS  OF IMPACT

257112354086698243

25711235408669824325572571123540866982432557
Support your community by giving 

generously to the 2016 UJA campaign.

Online
www.jewishcalgary.org

In person
Jessica Miller Switzer at the Federation Office

Mail
Calgary Jewish Federation / UJA

1607 90 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB  T2V 4V7

Phone
403-444-3157

Live Generously 
Donate Now257112354086698243
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UJA

Plus Giving
When you increase your Federation UJA Campaign gift, 
you may designate 50% of the increase to one of our 
partner agencies or funded programs. Ask your canvasser 
or see the online donation form at: www.jewishcalgary.org/
waystogive, and click on “give now”.

Calgary Jewish Federation and UJA Partner Agencies

The impact
of your gift

After “Lyvia” had back surgery and her husband became 
gravely ill, they struggled with daily expenses. They worked 

hard cleaning offices, but came to rely on Jewish Family 
Service Calgary (JFSC) for help. When Lyvia’s husband passed 

away suddenly at 59 years of age, the challenges of survival 
increased significantly. She was able to sell many of her 

belongings to pay for a funeral and to secure a smaller place to 
live, but steady income was a challenge, given her back problems 

and diabetes.

Again, the staff at JFSC found the means to provide her with a 
modest subsidy to help with her mortgage, and free groceries to 

help her stretch her fixed income to cover other necessities, like 
medication. As Lyvia aged, she transitioned from a JFSC Basic Needs 

client to a Senior Support client, ensuring the continuity of their 
personal relationship. 

Calgary Jewish Federation supports both basic needs and 
senior support programs at Jewish Family Service 

Calgary. Your donation to Federation’s annual 
UJA Campaign ensures that JFSC and other 

agencies in our community can continue 
to help people in need.
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You can make an impact... 
Volunteer for a Cell-a-thon!

Cell-a-Thons: Sept.28, Oct.6, 27 
To RSVP call Irena at 403-537-8594 

JAC Cell-a-Thons: Sept.29, Oct.26
To RSVP call Jessica at 403-444-3157 

All at 6:00pm.  A light dinner will be served.

Thanks to our dedicated canvassers, 
we have already raised $110,090 

at 3 Cell-a-thons!

100 DAYS OF IMPACT

UJA Cell-a-thons


